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[No. 1.] ly. 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
Of hiB excellency Johw S. Bahby, delivered in joint 
convention of both houses of the Legislature, on en- 
tering upon his duties as Chief Magistrate of the 
.State. 

Fciloio cUiMM of ihe Senate and Htnue of RepreientaHvM ; 

Having now taken, in your presencet the oath prescribed by the 
constitution, and accepted the high obligations and responsibilities 
imposed, I enter upon their discharge with unaSected diffideocet and 
with an anxious desire to serve the people to (he utmost of my ability. 
It will be my duty to communicate to you, without delay, the situa- 
tion of the state ; but a custom, coeval with the state ^vemment, 
requires a brief exposition of my sentiments ot this time. I would 
not, willingly, omit any of the proprieties of the occasion, but shall 
trespaas on your attention for a few moments only. 

It is our peculiar privilege to live under institutions which secure, 
in harmonious union, universal freedom and equality of rights, and 
the undiluted supremacy of wise and beneficent laws. In the old 
world, on endless struggle is maintained between the liberty of the 
people and the sovereignly of the government. Here, government 
is strong only in the afi*ectiona of the people, whose sovereign will, 
periodically expressed, is the legitimate source of its authority. 
• Hence, the ready obedience which its lawful demands ever receive 
from all good citizens. Hence, the general unanimity with which 
every rank, party and sect, rally to the defence of the country in 
the hour of trial and danger. Hence, amidst all our political and 
religiooa digsentiona, the foundations of society and government are 
never sboken or endangered. Religious zeal, which, in other times, 
iias itidad trath or persecuted error by the f^got and the rack, is 
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here displaya^-tfaJy in the conflicts of reason and argument, or in 

emulous labors.of beneficence and charity. And political ambition, 

• • • 
which, in'^otiier lands, points the assassin's dagger at the breast of the 

monareb»|vr quells the murmurs of a starving people by the tramp- 

ling 9f (iorsemen or the roar of cannon, is here exhibited only in 

rlrid efforts to promote the common weal. All unite to support the 

j^vQtnment of the people, because all enjoy its equal and unspeaka- 

'£tc benefits. Let us seek then to maintain our admirable institutions 

'/m their republican simplicity and purity, in the patriot's hope and 

" prayer that they may be perpetual. 

In nothing, gentlemen, is the superiority of republican institutions 
more manifest, than in the ease and simplicity with which they are 
administered. Under monarchial and aristocratic systems which pre- 
vail in other countries, the skill of the most experienced and saga* 
cious statesman is exhausted to preserve the complicated machinery 
of government from disorder. No progress is expected, and the sole 
hope is to save it from ruin. Vast sums are lavished — great armies 
maintained — all the splendors and allurements of a magnificent court 
displayed at infinite cost, and yet the first public calamity spreads 
confusion and alarm throughout the empire. The cumbrous and ar- 
tificial fabric is ever ready to break into pieces under its own weight 
But our institutions, founded on the firm basis of nature and equal 
rights, and supported by the mutual interests of the people, are strong 
and prosperous in the simple wisdom of their principles, without the 
dangerous aids and cunning contrivances of subtle politicians. True 
republicans are wise statesmen. Plain men of sound heads and ho- 
nest hearts, untrained in the arts of politics, are found adequate to 
the highest and most responsible duties of government. A strict ad* 
herence to the great principles of democracy, is better than a thou- 
sand schemes of political craf\. The true aim, indeed, of a repub- 
lican magistrate is, to refrain from the exercise of power not dele- 
gated ; to abstain from all interference with the pursuits of the pri- 
vate citizen, and to give full scope to the inexhaustible en^gies of a 
free people. Lot there be certainty in the laws, economy in expen- 
ditures, and a faithful administration of government, and the people 
will take care of themselves. The main design of a republican go- 
vernment, is to protect the citizen in the enjoyment of his liberty 
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uid th« property his own uidustry haa acquired. The doubtful doc- 
trines of political expediency, ever varying from the republican 
atandard, for the sake of some temporary advantage, lead continually 
to the eataUishment of special privileges aod corporate immunities, 
and to innumerable schemes tending to enrich or elevate the few at 
the expense of the many. Strict adherence to the fundamental prin- 
dples of republican government, can atone secure, alike to ell, the 
ineittmable blessings of equal rights. 

Our own state furnishes a striking example of the benign influen- 
ces of republican institutions, while unfortunately the evil eSects of 
a temporary departure from their genuine principles may also be 
gathered from her brief history. Six years have now elapsed since 
the people of Michigan assumed the rights and responsibilities of 
srff-government Difficulties, stitl fre^ in your recollection, ob- 
atructed her admission into the Union, and she finally took her posi- 
tiott among the states, only a^er a surrender of a valuable portion 
of her territory. Her subsequent growth has proceeded with a ra- 
pidity unknown in less favored countries, and scarcely equalled 1^ 
any sister slate; and if yet inferior to a majority in population and 
wealth) the time is fast approaching when she will be entitled to 
stand in the first rank. The intelligence and enterprise of her peo- 
ple, the salubrity of her climate, tb^ fertility of her soil and her un- 
rivalled position in the midst of navigable waters, washing her shores 
on every side, are sure guarantiee of her future prosperity and great- 
ness. The madness of speculation, which at one time pervaded the 
whole country, and which fell with full force upon Michigan, has 
long since subsided. Doubtful entcrprizes and hazardous schemes, 
in the hope of sudden wealth, which were encouraged by the ^irit 
of that day, have given place to more solid and rational plans for the 
Kcquisition of property. The substantia! improvement of the coun- 
Iry every where, begins already to exhibit the fruits of the change. 
The stern lessons which the people have learned in this regard, 
cannot fUI to nuke a deep and abiding impressioD upon them, and 
above all, upon their governmenL 

It cannot be concealed, that embarrassments of no ordinary mag>- 
nttuda oppress the finances of the state. The public debt is heavy, 
aad the immediate demanda upon the treasury are beyond its present 
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ability to meet Creditors at h<mifl| the justice of whom cluras cod* 
not be denied, are urgent for paymeat, and wait but with extreme 
impatience. Abroad, grave questions, involring the extent of our 
liabilities, and which, in their settlement, may deeply afiecttbecha^ 
acter of our state, are eameMty presented for our decision. In \k» 
numerous and perplexing wants of a new coantry, the weight of 
taxation is already severely felt, and any addition might be borne 
with impatience. 

But while we see and acknowledge the full force of these embar- 
rassments, we should not allow ourselves to be dbmayed. When 
we consider the almost boundless resources of Michigan, and recol- 
lect the invincible energies of her people, we are assured that any 
obstacle will, in lime, be overcome. True patriotism, indeed, never 
despairs. The difficulties which environ our path, should serve only 
lo quicken our zeal and to prompt us to greater exertion for the 



To you, gentlemen, the chosen representativea of the people, aro 
committed important trusts, demanding the highest eSbrts of wisdom 
and patriotism. My best powers shall be devoted with unwavering 
fidelity to aid and co-operate with you in your arduous labors. Un- 
iraxed success cannot be hoped for in human affiiirs; but, under the 
blessings of Providence, I trust that after a brief period, you will 
be able to return to your constituents, bearing the prond conscious- 
ness of iiaving done something to elevate the character of the states 
and to advance the interests of the people. 



[No. 2.] 

Annual message of the Goveroor. 

Fellow eitizeiu of the Senate and Bouae of Repreientative*: 

You are assembled by a wise provision of our constitution to pei^ 
form important duties, which that instrument require* you to di» 
charge. To you is committed, for the time, the care of our young 
and rising state. On you is devolved the paramount duty of devising 
such measures as will ensure her prosperity. Yet, while our organic 
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law thus impoeea on you such high dutiM imd responsibilitieB, the stune 
organic taw, in some degree, commingles the duties and responsibili- 
lies or the exscutive with those more emphatically assigned to you. 
Every bill and rewlution, before it takes effect as law, is required to 
bs presented to the executive for his appruval ; and the exsculive is 
also required, at every seseioU) to oommunicate to you, by messtge, 
the condition of the state, and to recommend such measures as hs 
may deem necessary for public good. While, therefore, our duties, 
to some extent, are common, and our responsibilities also common, 
the interests of our constituents will be best promoted by « cultiva- 
tion of that spirit of harmony which should ever characterize the 
intercourse between the legislative and executive branches of the 
government 

During the past year, our free institutions have been preserved to 
us inviolate ; general and almost universal health has prevailed ; 
peace abroad has been maintained, and, at home, we have been pre- 
served from domestic violence ; our fields have produced rich har" 
vests, and plenty and prosperity abound on every band^ For these 
and other manifold blessings, we are indebted to the mercies of Di- 
vine Providence, to whom we should not be forgetful continually to 
render thanks. 

The universal education of alt classes of our citizens is so neces- 
sary, and its propriety so generally conceded, that I need hardly 
urge upon you its importance. By reference to history we learn, 
and from tdjaervation we know, that, just in proportion as the masses 
have been enlightened, in the same proportion have their rights aa 
men been protected. The rights of personal liberty and of personal 
MCurhy, were never conceded by lords to their vassals, until the lat- 
ter, ni^er ages of galling oppression and ignominiovs servitude. Iff 
degrees^ obtained a hold on the fountain of knowledge. 

The moral and political condition of a people depends, in the main, 
upon the degree of knowledge and amount of useful information dif- 
fused abroad among the mass.- Within our own recollection, other 
republics have risen and fallen, and the scenes of intestine conuMO- 
tion which they have constantly exhibited, and wfakb, sooner or la- 
ter, have caused titeir overthrow, j^esulted from a want of general 
education, and the consequent destitution of virtue in tlieir inhabi- 
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tants. The democracy of learning, if I may be permitted ta use ib4 
expression, is, then, essential to the permanency of a republican go- 
rernmenl, and v/e can transmit to Ilie rising generation, the happy 
political freedom which we enjoy, only by granting them the bene- 
fits of education. Tbey are committed to our beeping, and without 
our fostering care, will grow up En ignorance and vice. 

The revenue for the support of common schools, not derived from 
taxation, consists, mainly, in the interest arising from the pmceedi 
of the sale of school lands, and the rents of such portions of them 
as may have been leased. If a Judicious and proper use be made of 
this revenue, it is probable that, at a period not very remote, if not 
sufGcierit lo ediicale all the youth of the statei it will at least cmtri- 
bute much towards that desirable object- 
Above all others, the laws oa the subject of common schools should 
be plain, simple, and easy lo be understood. Tbey should be as in- 
dependent o[ all other enactments, as the nature of the case odmita) 
and, to a proper understanding of them, it should not be necessary 
to refer to legislation on other subjects. Such, however, is not the 
present condition of our legislation on this important subject The 
enactments are various and are scattered through many volumes, and 
it is with difficulty even that their meaning can, in all cases, be as- 
certained. To obviate these objections, I respectfully recommend 
their entire revision. All the various enactments on the subject, 
should be condensed ino one, and published in such convenient form 
as will insure a circulation in every neighborhood and district in the 
state. The lights of experience, and a reference to common school 
systems of other states, may enable you to make such improvements 
OS, by giving a new impulse lo education, will result in general and 
permanent go«d. I am, however, induced to believe, that the main 
provisions of the system, as it now exists upon our statute books* 
should be retained, as far as you think the best interests of the pub- 
lic will permit Innovations should not be admitted, but with abun- 
dont caution, and aher the most careful examination. Servile adhe- 
rence to ancient precedents and long established customs, should not, 
however, be permitted to take such entire possession of our minds, 
as thereby to induce us to reject the beneliis resulting from an adop- 
tion of tlie improvements of the age. Among tbe alterations you 
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may deem adrisable to make, perhaps none is more worthy of your 
consideration, than the subject of taxation necessary for the support 
of the system. The right to impose taiea, is one of the highest pre- 
rogatires of soveref^ty, and the delegation of that right should be 
nude with the greatest caution. Complaints have been made, per- 
b^ in some degree well founded, that, in tho assessment and col- 
lection of taxes for the erection and repair of school houses, great 
injustice has been done from the unequal manner in which such taxes 
have been levied. If, after inquiring into the causes of such com- 
plaints, you And they really have foundation in truth, you will doubt- 
Jess correct the evil, by interposing such legislation as the exigency 
of Uie caao may require. 

The office of superintendent of public instruction, is established by 
the constitution itself, and cannot be abolished by law were it even 
deemed advisable. 1 cannot, however, refrain from calling your at- 
tention to the fact that the duties of a fiscal churacier, by law impoe- 
ed upon that officer, are in no wise consistent with the duties ufa lit- 
erary character, which it is more particularly his province to per- 
form, and to which end the oHice itself was consliluled. It is, in- 
deed, but seldom we find one and the same individual competent to 
diacharge, satisfactorily to himself even, duties so adverse, and whioh, 
to their proper performance, require order of tafent and qualifica- 
tions so opposite. While then you cannot, by legislation, abolish 
the office of superintendent of public instruction, il will be entirely 
competent for you to relieve ihe incumbent of that office from all 
duties of a fiscal character, which are now imposed upon him by 
law. As it is desirable to limit, so far as may be consistent with a 
due regard to public interest, the number of officers who ore enti- 
tled to salaries for their services, it may be worthy of your conside- 
ration, in the event you aesgn to another the fiscal duties of the su- 
perintendent, whether they may, with advant ige and safety, be su- 
peradded to those of state treasurer or some other state officer. 

If, however, you should be of opinion, that the short period allot' 
ted to your present session, will not give sufficient time and opportu- 
nity for the completion of this object, so desirable, in a manner that 
may be satisfactory to yourselves and most beneficial to the public, 
then, perhaps, it may comport with your views to direct, by law, the 
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Miperintendeot of public ineamctiou to prepare and aubmit such n- 
visioa to you td your next annual meeting. 

The annual report of the regents of the univetaity of MichignAt 
will, doubtless, be transmitted to you by the superintendent of public 
instruction. The uaefulnesB of that institution hasi hitherto, been 
restricted to its branches. In them hare been taught the elements 
of knowledge and science usually taught in high schools and wadft- 
mies in the eastern states of this Union. Next to common schoolsi 
the branches of the university are destined to be of the greatest im- 
portance to the people of the stata. In the year 1640, (he number 
of students was two hundred and forty-seven. During that yeart 
seven branches were in operation, and the sum of 910,188 37, was 
expended in the payment of salaries of teachera. The two prece- 
ding years, the sum of 913,160 09, was expended for that purpoae 
in the same number of branches. In making these large and appa- 
rently enormous expendimree, the motives of the regents are sbovft 
susp'cian. TUey were, beyond all doubt, actuated by no other than 
motives of public good. It is, however, respectfully submitted to 
your consideration, whether the interests of education would not be 
more eminently promoted by some provision of law, having for its 
object the increase of the number of branches, if available funds for 
that purpose be at command, and the limitation of the amount to be 
appropriated to each. It is believed that a sum of from three to five 
hundred dollars, appropriated by the board, together with such sums 
as should be received for tuition, superadded to such other encourage- 
ment as would, of course, be volunCftrily afforded at the places of Ic^ 
cation, would secure the services of persons well qualified to teach, 
and every way competent to take charge of the branches. If such 
be the case, of which there can be little doubt, then, with a much 
' less expenditure in the aggregate, the number of branches might be 
greatly iticreased and the benefits of education more eittensively dif- 
fused. I press the subject upon your attention with great earnest- 
ness, because I am of opinion, that the usefulness of the university 
will be incalculably greater to the people of the state through its 
branches, than through the mother institution itself. By means of 
its branches, the blessings of a high grade of education will be 
brought within il:c reach of nearly all the risiDg generation, while 
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the number to be instructed in the imiveraity proper, must, compara- 
tively speaking, be necessarily Tew. Keeping alwaj-a in view, then, 
the object for which the fund was granted, and, in no degree deparU 
ing from the intentions of the grantors, it ia our duty to give such 
directi<m to the control of this important institution, as will result in 
the greatest good to our fellow citizens and best insure the extension 
(^ the cause of science. 

By reference to the report of the regents for 1939, it will be seen 
that 936,896 19, were expended in the construclion of building-j that 
year, and the further sum of «22,667 22, was expended for the 
same purpose the succeeding year. Thus, in 1B39 and 1940, wa» 
expended the sum of 949,764 41, in erecting buildings for the use 
of the university, and which were not then completed. The amount, 
if any, expended since, is unknown to me. These vast expenditures, 
for the construction of university buildings, as well oa those for the 
support of branches, have probably bemt made mostly from the pro- 
ceeds of a loan made in pursuance of " An act to authorize a loaa 
of a certain sum of money lo the university of Michigan," appro* 
ved April 6, 1888. This loan, and the consequent extravagant ex- 
penses Incurred, were induced by the paper money mania which, 
with such blighting effects, has pervaded this otherwise happy land. 
No particular blame is to be attached to the regents ; they but par- 
ticipated in the common delusion of their fellow citizens. 

The large and commodious buildings, that have been constructed 
with so much expense, will doubtless, at some future period, be want- 
ed for occupation and use ; but the paucity of the university fuud, 
and the present and prospective limitation of its availability, should 
hare postponed their erection for many years. The whole expense 
incurred for cabinet and library, up to and including the year 1840, 
UDounIa to 99,777 42. This expenditure, though seemingly large, 
was, if not indispensable to the prosperity of the institution, at least 
Ims objectionable than the expenses incuried in erecting mch expen- 
rive buildings. 

By a joint resolution relative to the university of Michigan, ap- ^ 
proved March 25, 1840, it is made the duty of the board of regents 
to report to you such alterations as they deem necessary to be mode 
in the lava of the sUle relative to the university. The only report, 

VoLIL 3 
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made in complianca with this resolution, may be found in the joint 
documents of the last session, and to which I roBpectfully invite your 
attention. In that report, the regenta recommended such alteration 
in the law on that subject, as will give to them the entire trust and 
management of the funds, and, in all other respects, the absolute 
control of (he institution, subject and responsible only to the legisla- 
ture, to which body they wish to make all reports of their proceetU 
ings. I resftectfully recommend this proposition to your serious and 
attentive consideration. The high character of the regents, and their 
experience, derived from long exercise of the functions of their of- 
fice, give additional weight to their recommendation, and will, 1 am 
certain, ensure that attention from you, which the importance of the 
subject demands. 

It is greatly to be desired, thai the true and eiact condition of the 
university fund be mode known to the public, in older that its 4^p(u 
city for usefulness may be fully understood. The public have an 
intense anxiety to bo informed of iLh nhility to give assistance to edu- 
cation, as well by means of its branches olreody in operation, as by 
others desired in various portions of the state. Such a knowledge 
of the condition of the fund, b also indispensably necessary to such 
ulterior legislation as, in your wisdom, may be deemed expedient. 
I therefore respectfully recommend, that you give the subject in 
charge to some appropriate committee, accompanied with the instruc- 
tion, that, after having made the inquiry and investigation, they re- 
port the result of their labors for the use of the public. 

Among other duties enjoined upon you by the constitution of the 
state, is that of encouraging agricultural improvement The framers 
of that instrument eorly foresaw, that the greater portion of our 
wealth must be derived from this branch of industry, and wisely pro- 
vided that it should receive the fostering care of legislation. The 
great and paramount importance of the agricultural interest would, 
1 doubt not, without any such injunction, induce you to take it into 
fovorahle consideration. It is to the cultivation of the soil that our 
citizens are to look, in the main, for prosperity and happiness ; al- 
though other branches of industry can and will be pursued with pro- 
fit and success. Water power is abundant and to be found in every 
section of the state, and wool con be produced with as little expense 
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as in any other portion of the Union. The cotton of the south can 
be brought to us through the canals of all the adjoining states, with 
inconsiderable expense. Notwithslanding all these great and signal 
advantages in Tavor of manufactures, we must, at least for many 
years to come, depend, almost wholly, upon the products of agricul- 
tural labor with which, directly or indirectly, to supply all our wants. 
If the habits of our citizens be characterized by industry and econo- 
my, then, with the blessings of Providence, a competence is sure to 
crown their efforts. No soil wos ever more prolific, or better re- 
warded the husbandman for his toils. The cheapness and facility 
with which our wild lands may be brought into cultivation, can hardly 
be conceived by those who are acquaimed only with the heavy forests 
of the eastern states. A great portion of our territory requires lit- 
tle or no preparation for the plough. Wheat is the great staple of 
production, and no soil or climate was, perhaps, ever better adapted 
to its successful cultivation. I am aware that our present financial 
difficulties oppose an obstacle, at the present time, to the enactment 
of such liberal provisions, in regard to this subject, as its great im- 
portance demands. It is, however, believed thai something may be 
done, that will be of lasting benefit to our agricultural interests, and 
that such measures may be adopted, as, with small expenditure, will 
materially aid in developing the ample resources of the state. In 
the present crippled condition of our pecuniary affairs, you will do 
much in the promotion of public good, if, by some appropriate legis- 
lation, you put within the reach of the husbandman the improve- 
ments and discoveries made in his art by the researches of science. 
Encouragement may also be given to this important branch of in- 
dustry, by providing for the organization of agricultural societies, 
and otherwise encouroging their formation. 

By a combination of circumstances, untoward and militating 
against our interests, and yet beyond our control, Michigan, though 
DOW five years an acknowledged member of the Union, has not hith- 
erto secured a full representation in the congress of the United States. 
At the time of our application to Congress to be admitted as on inde- 
pendent state, so many embarrassing circumstances presented them- 
eUves at every step, that, I believe, the question was not raised, and 
if it had been, it is almost certain diat it would have had no other 
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effect than that of postponing our admission. This cause of conv 
plaint will cease to exist after the next apportionment of members 
of congress, when such number will be assigned to Michigan as her 
population, under (he last census, entitles her to claim. It is mors 
than probable, however, that the apportionment will not be made b»- 
fore your session will be brought to a close. As, in that case, you 
will not be advised of the number of members to which the slate will 
be entitled, it will be hardljr possible to provide for their election by 
districts, though such method, when practicable, is without doubt the 
best adapted to a representative government, creating, as it does, a 
stronger feeling of responsibility from the representative to his coo- 
stituents, and, by consequence, insuring, in his action, a more exact 
conformity to their will. If it idiould be found not possible to district 
the state at your present session, then two alternatives present them- 
selves for your consideration ; the postponement of the election u 
another year, or the enactment of a provision for holding It by gene- 
ral ticket. If (he latter mode should meet your approbation, the 
number of members to be elected, when ascertained, may be made 
known to the electors by a proclamalion to be inued for that purpose, 
or in such other manner as you may provide by law. 

It is, perhaps, my duty to call your attention to an act of the con' 
gress of the United States, entitled " An act to appropriate the pro- 
ceeds of the soles of the public lands, and to grant pre-emption rights," 
approved September 4, 1841, and which is herewith transmitted. 
In the first section of this act, provision is made that Michigan, in 
common with all the new states in which the public domain is situa- 
ted, shall be allowed and paid, over and above what she is entiled to 
by the terms of admission into the Union, the sum of ten per centum 
upon the net proceeds of the sales of the public lands, which, after 
the Slst December last, shall be mode in the limits of the state. The 
second section provides, that the net proceeds of all sales of public 
lands in the United States, af^er deducting the ten per centum given 
to each stale on the sales made tberein, and the amount allowed by 
compacts of admission and incidental expenses, shall be di*ided among 
all the states of the Union and the territories therein, according to 
their respective federal population, to be applied for such purpoaat 
as their several legislatures may direct. The payment of auch net 
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proceedfl is to be made on the fiist days of January and July of each 
year, to such person as the legislatures, or the governors, in caae the 
legidatures shall have made no such appointment, sball authorize 
and direct 

In the eighth seclioo, five hundred thousand acres of land, for 
purposes of internal improvement, are given to this slate, in common 
with other new states possessing public domain, with the proviso, that 
the amoout of land that any such state may have already received, 
diall be deducted from the amount given by the act, and the quan- 
tity given shall he selected by each state within its limits, in such 
manner as its legislature may direct, and be located in parcels of not 
less than three hundred and twenty acres each. 

That portion of the act in question, which proposes, in some de- 
gree, to do justice to Michigan, by relinquishing to her five hundred 
tbouund acres of land for purposes of internal improvement, we can 
readily sanction. Ohio and other new stales, have long ago receiv- 
ed the same, or a greater quantity, for like purposes, and no reoaoD 
has existed why the relinquishment of this land should not, ere thli, 
have been made in favor of Michigan. Yon wilt perceive that an 
act of legislation will be required to direct its locaiiou. 

It is not, perhaps, now an appropriote tima to detain you with dis- 
cusrions of constitutional law on the subject of rightful ownership, 
by the new states, of all unseated and unpatented lands within their 
constitutional limits. Without, however, waiving claim to any rights 
that, OD a proper decision of that momenloua question, may be found 
vested in Michigan, we may acquiesce and participate in the benefits 
resulting from the long established policy of the federal government, 
of relinquishing portions of the public domain to the states and ter- 
ritories in which it is situated, for purposes of public improvements 
and general education. That government, claiming, as it does, the 
fee in all such lands, but promotes its own interests by relinquishing 
porticms for those purposes. It thus encourages the settlement, and, 
of course, increases the value of the remainder. In appn^riatin^ 
then, the land m relmquished, to the purpose designated in the act,* 
the benefits resulting are common to both govermnents. 

The policy, if not constitutionality even, of other provisions of th» 
vA, may well be called in question. If the public domain be consi- 
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dered oa rightfully appertaining to the states in which It it oituated, 
by reason of their sovereignty, then the distribution of the proceeds 
of their sales does injustice to those states, by giving to others what 
of right belongs to them. On the other hand, conceding that the 
sovereignty acquired by a state in which public domain is situated, 
does not annul or in any manner alter the obligation of the articles 
of cession from the ceding stales, and in view of those articles, that 
domain is still considered and held as a common fund for the joist ■ 
benefit of all the states, then the distribution violates the terms of 
cession. 

The best interest of the people is not promoted by distributing ao- 
cruing revenue and supplying Its place by increased taxation. The 
western states manufacture less, and, of course, consume more foreign 
articles than the Atlantic states, and they, by consequence, will bear 
a greater share of the burden of increased taxes than their eastern 
neighbots. It is but ill-advised economy, to give away millions of 
money when present wants can only be relieved by resort to loans. 
The objection to a distribution of this portion of revenue, is in no 
degree lessened because it is derived from public lands ; that derived 
from duties on iiiijiurts could, with equal propriety, be divided among 
the states. The meosuru has a tendency to consolidate all power in 
the federal government, and to moke the sovereign states pensioners 
upon its bounty. The state, by no action of its constituted authori- 
ties, should commit itself in favor of the principle of distribution. 
We are, in reality, injured by the measure ; for every dollar com- 
ing to our share, we must pay two in additional taxes. Acceptance 
of the dividend, if it he deemed advisable to accept, should only be 
under protest against the principle of the act, accompanied with the 
reserva^n of right, and declaration of intention, to use all lawful 
means to procure its repeal. 

I herewith transmit, for your consideration, a joint resolution of 
congress, " making it the duty of the attorney general to examine 
into the titles of the lands or sites for the purpose of erecting there- 
on, armories or other public buildings, and for other purpoees." That 
portion of the resolution, to which your attention is particularly in- 
vited, relates to the grant of jurisdiction asked by the United Slates 
over the lands and sites purchased for the purposes enumerated. 
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The relinquishment of any portion of sovereignty within our con- 
stitutioual limita, requires serioos consideration ; and yet, situated as 
our state is on the Trontier of a province of (he uiost powerful king- 
dom in the world, the principle of self-preservation seems to require 
us, by all reasonable concessioos, to encourage the erection of all 
works of defence which the federal government may be desirous to 
eslabli^. For defensive works and barracks, and purchase of site 
at or near Detroit, the sum of fifty thousand dollars was appropria- 
ted by congress at its last session. 

Our works of internal improvementt heretofore projected and pro- 
secuted to the present time, with greater or less eSiciency. will claim 
your serious attention. The system, so called, was altogether be- 
yond our means, and, indeed, embraced projects of improvement that 
were not at the time required for public good. The works projected 
and objects of improvement are as follows: 

1. The central railroad, from Detroit lo St. Joseph — the whole 
length 198 miles— estimated cost, $2,100,160 26. The amount ap- 
propriated on this work is (1,300,000 00. Amount expended, $!,- 
003,484 41, leaving an unexpended baloncB of 9236,515 59. 

2. The southern railroad, from Monroe, on lake Erie, to New 
Buffalo, on lake Michigan — length, 1T9 miles— estimated cost, 01,- 
918,ft09 47. Amount appropriated, (TSO.OOO 00; expended on 
the work, 9668,938 65, leaving an unexpended balance of 961,- 
011 45. 

3. The northern railroad, from Port Huron, on St. Clair river, to 
lake Michigan, in the county of Ottawa— length, 301 1-2 milee— 
estimated cost, 91,509,515 75. The amount appropriated on this 
work is 9150,000 00, of which have been expended 977,916 58, 
leaving the unexpended balance of 972,063 43. 

4. Havre branch railroad, from Havre to Monroe— length, 13 
miles — estimated cost, 973,515 86; appropriated, 920,000 00; ex- 
pended, 9910 84 ; unexpended balance, 919,069 16. 

5. Clinton and Kalamazoo canol, from ML Clemens to the mouth 
of Kalamazoo river — whole length, 217 miles — estimated cost, 94,- 
119,814 00. On this work have been appropriated 9330,000 00, 
and expended 9332,918 34, making an excess of expenditure, trf 
92,916 34 above appropriations. 
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6. Saginaw canal — lengthy 13 64-100 mile»— estimatod cost, in-* 
eluding improyements of Bad River, 8186,269 62 ; appropriated, 
$62,000 00 ; expended, $52,749 98 ; balance of appropriation un^ 
expended, $9,250 02. 

7. Sault Ste Marie canal — length, 7-8 of a mile— the estimated 
cost of which is $112,544 80. On which have been appropriated 
$50,000 00, and expended $3,041 86, leaving an unexpended bal- 
ance of $46,958 14. 

8. Canal around Grand Rapids, about 1 1-2 miles in length. The 
estimated cost on the north side is $46,495 90, and on the south side 
$31,964 10 ; appropriated $25,000 00 ; expended $219 39 ; unex-* 
pended balance $24,780 63. 

9. Improvements of Grand and Maple rivers — cost estimated at 
$08,989 90 ; appropriated $30,000 00 ; expended $22,582 35 ; im*> 
expended balance $7,417 65. 

10. Improvement of the Kalamazoo river — estimated cost $7,799 ; 
appropriated $8,000 00 ; expended $6,241 56 ; balance unexpen- 
ded $1,758 44. 

11. Improvement of St. Joseph river — estimated cost $271,558 20; 
appropriated $25,000 00 ; expended $3,974 69, leaving an unex- 
pended balance of appropriation of $21,025 31. 

12. Improvement of the state salt springs — there has been appro- 
priated out of the internal improvement fund for this purpose, the 
sum of $28,000 00, of which $20,134 32 has been expended, leav- 
ing an unexpended balance of $7,665 68. The attempt to obtain 
water possessing qualities suitable for making salt, has thus far 
proved unsuccessful. 

13. La Plaisance bay railroad, from Monroe to La Plaisance bay, 
a distance of four miles. The amount appropriated and expended 
on this work is $34,113 00 ; a further sum has been expended, of 
which account has not been rendered. 

14. Detroit and Grand River road. This is an ordinary road, for 
the improvement of which for travel, the sum of $5,000 has been 
appropriated, and $487 87 expended, leaving a balance appn^rift- 
ted of $4,512 13. 

15. Flint and Saginaw turnpike. On this road have been appro- 
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priated $5,000 00 and expended $3,876 61, leaving a balance un-. 
expended or $1,12S 39. 

16. Then has also been appropriBtcd out of the internal iniprove- 
meot faad, for mslrumentB and survej's mnde in 1837, $30,000 00, 
■od expended $37,635 99, making an excess of expenditure over 
appropriations of $17,625 99. 

Our whole eyatem of internal improvement, it will be seen, em- 
braced about 596 miles of railroad, about 233 miles of canal, and 
the improvement of five rivers. The estimated cost of these in^ 
provementa is $10,480,275 76, though probnbl y their rea.1 cnet, were 
they completed, wonid not be less than $15,000,000 00 ; the amount 
appropriated is $2,84^,113 00, of which have been expended $3,- 
330,366 32, leaving an unexpended bftlance of $512,816 68. 

Of the above works, the central and southern railroads are the 
only two which have, or are likely, at present, lo yield a rcvenue- 
Tbe nett earnings of the former, for the year ending 30th Novem- 
ber lost, was $25,655 SO. The nett earnings of the latter, from 
April 29 to November 30, were $2,301 61,mokingthe whole amount 
of revenue, from our works of internal improvemenl, for the year 
anding an the 80th November, $27,956 46, a little over one per cent 
on their cost, and probably less than their dilapidation. It is proper, 
however, to say, that until the 4th of Jnly lost, the central railroad 
was finished only to Ann Arbor, a distance of forty mites, when it 
was brought into use as far as Dexter, fifly miles from Detroit It 
is aow conqjieted to Jackson, thirty miles west of Dexter and eighty 
miles from Detroit The commissioners, and probably with good 
reason, anticipate a large increase of business upon this road in con- 
■aqnence of its extension so far into the interior, and a correspon- 
dent increase of revenue. Contracts for grubbing and grading the 
line <^ this road between Jackson and Marshall have recently been 
let 

In regard to the revenue from the southern road, it is also proper 
to say, that it is completed only between Monroe and Adrian, a di»- 
tanee df thirty-six miles. The chief engineer on that road estimates 
tha amount necessary for its completion to Hillsdale, exclusive of 
iron, to be $15,633 00. The whole distance between Adrian and 
Hillsdale will soon be ready for the iron. 
Vol. II. 4 
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The expenditures on the several works of internal improyement, 
for the year ending November 80, 1841, is as follows : On the cen- 
tral railroad, $194,586 49; on the southern do, $148,185 60; 
northern do, $7,022 24 ; Clinton and Kalamazoo canal, $56,754 68 ; 
Saginaw do, $5,172 79 ; canal around Grand Rapids, $88 84 ; im- 
provements of Grand river, $104 17 ; Kalamazoo do, $1,154 63 ; 
St Joseph do, $1,706 02 ; Detroit and Grand river road, $487 87 ; 
Saginaw turnpike, $3,876 61. Total, $419,139 94. 

This is a general, and I believe a correct view of our works of 
internal improvement The conception of the plan on a scale so 
magnificent, is to be attributed to the erroneous opinions of wealth 
produced by the influence of a too redundant paper currency. The 
system was altogether too extended for our wants, and required ex- 
penditures beyond our means. It was projected at a time when 
things were too often viewed through a distorted vision. Property 
had assumed a fictitious value ; national as well as individual reve- 
nues were greatly over-estimated, and the minds of men had become 
inflated by imaginary success in the acquirement of wealth. Indi- 
viduals embarked with confidence in enterprises which they now re- 
gard as extravagant and visionary. The spirit of the times unfortu- 
nately became the governing policy of states, and Michigan, with a 
population then less than two hundred thousand, inhabiting a terri- 
tory new and recently settled, with few immediate resources but 
her credit, projected a system of internal improvements which would 
have been a grand imdertaking for the oldest and most wealthy 
states. 

This general delusion has now passed away. Men have returned 
to sober sense, and rely on the realities of life. Visions of wealth 
to be produced by the issue of bank paper, have vanished to return 
no more. Productive industry is alone regarded as the true source 
of wealth, and among the errors of the past, we now account the 
projection of our system of internal improvements. 

The report of the board for the last year is already printed, and 
ready for your examination. In that report you will find the pre- 
sent condition of each particular work set forth in greater detail, and 
such information generally as will enable you more fully to under- 
stand the subject. 
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Those portions that are finished, it should be our first object to 
make available on the most economical plan. Such portions as are 
yet unfinished, but so nearly so that comparatively small future ex- 
penditure will render productive large outlays already made, should 
be finkhed if means can be found at command. 

The completion of the plan, as a whole, can now no longer be 
hoped. All action, therefore, having in view its further prosecution, 
it is respectfully suggested, should be restricted to such portion of 
the system as, affording facilities to the greatest number of our citi- 
zens, will at the same time yield the greatest revenue. Reference 
to the financial condition of the state, of which a summary is con- 
tained in this communication, will show the unavoidable necessity of 

r 

conforming all future legislation to this suggestion. All the means 
that may hereafter come into the treasury for purposes of internal 
improvement, after discharging the liabilities of that fund already 
incurred, should be husbi^idcd with the strictest regard to economy 
and public good. The uncertainty of our resources should deter us 
from authorizing their anticipation, and the disastrous results of legis- 
lation in past years, shonld warn us against increasing the indebted- 
ness of the state. 

In connection with the subject of internal improvements, it seems 
appropriate to call your attention to the condition of our finances. 
At the time of adopting that splendid scheme of improvements, so 
captivating to a fervid imagination, but so entirely beyond our re- 
sources, present or prospective, the legislature, led astray by the ex- 
amples of older and more populous states, whose policy it was, at the 
time, considered wisdom to admire and safety to follow, authorized 
a loan of five millions of dollars to hasten its completion. This loan 
was negotiated, and its proceeds, as far as received, applied in aid of 
the plan. If this plan had only been projected, or being projected, 
had the resources of the state alone been applied in its prosecution, 
the evils resulting would have been far less. If the errors of the 
time had led us only to extravagant expenditure of our own money, 
our present difficulties would have been less complicated and embar- 
rassing. In our aspirations of grandeur, however, we despised our 
oMrn little means, and resorting to a prodigal use of our credit, we 
lavishly expended the money of others, to replace which we shall 
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have to encounter, on every bond, difficulties of a perplexing char- 
acter. We not only borrowed for our internal improvements, but 
also for ihe slate penitenliory, the university, the mipport of the state 
government, and even for private incorporations. 

The state has loaned at different times, tlie following sums : 
For the state government, $11)0,000 00 

For internal improvement, fi,000,000 00 

For the Jackson and Palmyra railroad company, 20,000 00 

For the penitentiary in 1638, 20,000 00 

For the Detroit and Pontiac railroad company, 100,000 00 

For the penitentiary in 1839, 40,000 00 

For the university, 100,000 00 

For the Allegan and Marshall railroad company, 100,000 00 

For the Ypsiianii and Tecumseh railroad company, 100,000 00 

In addition to these several loans, the state also oves 
on bonds issued on account of delinquent tax fund, 183,625 67 

On stale scrip oiilslanding on lat December lut, 308,702 00 

On auditor'a warrants outslnnding, 128,058 42 

For interest due, for payment of which no provision 

has been made, cslimated at 160,000 00 



Making the whole indebtedness of the state at this 
time, $6,260,280 09 

The annual interest on ihis sum, at six per cent, is (375,617 16. 
A few of our bonds bear interest at the rate of seven per cent The 
greater portion, together with the scrip, bear an interest of six per 
cent only. 

There is now due the state on the five million loan from the Mor- 
ris canal and banking company, $652,625 00 
From the bank of the United States, 1,306,312 60 
There is also duo on bonds issued for the erection of 

the penitentiary, about 20,000 00 

Making the whole amount due, $2,178,987 50 

If the bonds for which we have received no consideration, should 
be returned, the entire indebtedness of the state, on the first of the 
present month, after making a proportionate deduction of the inte- 
rest above estimated to be due, would be about $4,017,000. 
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The bands given by the state, on account of the Palmynt and 
JackflODbui^ nu1n»d company, will be due in Not-ember of the pra- 
aent jeu. The principal on the lemainder, with few exceptions, 
will not be due till 1863. 

To pay the accruing interest on our indebtedness, the state has no 
other regular revenue, than that arising from the net earnings of the 
Central and Southern railroads, which, as has been seen in 1841, 
was only (27,956 46, though the present year it will probably be 
much more. 

The bonds issued for the benefit of the university, will probaMv 
be paid bfun the fund appertaining to that institution, and something 
iMtf Arentually be realized from the private incorporations for whose 
benefit the slate has assumed liabilities. Those incorporations haTe, 
in nearly every instance, failed to pay accruing interest, and now 
all are in default ; and, by an enactment of the lost legislnluro, tho 
Palmyni and Jocksonburg railroad company was, on certain condi- 
tions, released from the payment of the bonds issued on their ac- 
count 

For the payment of the amount due the slate from the Morris ca- 
nal and banking company, some collateral security has been obtain- 
ed; but to what ejrtent it will indemnify the slate against losses by 
that institution, I have no means of forming an opinion. The bank 
itaelf is represented as hopelessly insolvent For a more particular 
account of this claim, and of the nature of the securities, you are 
respectfully referred to joint document numbered eight of tho last 
legislature. For the payment of the instalments coming from the 
United States bank, no security has been given to ll)o state. 

Most nnfortunately for Michigan, in the negotiation of the five 
million loan, the bonds were delivered before the nmney was receiv- 
ed, and a contract mode for its payment, in instalments, as it would 
be wanted by the state. No doubt was then entertained of the cn> 
tire responsibility of the contracting parlies ; but subsequent expe- 
rience has taught us our mistake. The Morris canal and banking 
company, in 1840, failed to perform its contract with the state, and, 
in October last, the bank <}f the United States also failed to pay the 
instalment which became due at that time. I am not sufficiently ac- 
1 with the present condition of this institution, to give you 
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accurate information on the subject* but its afiairs are rspresented to 
be in a most forlorn and embarrased state, so much so that its credit 
is wholly lost and its stock valoeleea in our eaater cities. Its enor- 
mous capital seems to have been wasted ia political contests, and in 
wild and estravngant speculations in stocks and cotton, and in pu^ 
rile attempts to recover its credit after its fortunes had become dev 
perate and irretrievable. For this purpose, large amounts of Ame- 
rican stocks, our own among the rest, are said to have been pledged 
abroad for temporary loans, 1 am aware, that persons connected 
with the instilution, have given assurances that it would be able, ulti- 
mately, to discharge alt its liabilities to the public, with the sacrifice 
only of its capital. Such are not, however, the anlicipalions which 
our experience with insolvent bonks has taught us to entertain, and, 
in my opinion, will not, in the case of the bank of the United States, 
be likely to be realized. The domestic assets of the institution, it is 
understood, have passed from its possession, by assignments made at 
different limes in behalf of favored creditors. We may reasonably 
expect that the entire proceeds of these assets will be thus exhausted, 
especially aa they have become depreciated by the change of times, 
the bankruptcy of debtors, and the general fall of prices. Under 
circumstances thus untoward, we can reasonably have no well 
grounded expectation of obtaining from the bank the instalments yet 

Such is the present condition of our finances, and it is due to the 
people that it should be made known, that they may not misunder- 
stand or misconceive the resources of the state ; and it is also due to 
you, as otherwise the policy of measures, which prudence may in- 
duce you to adopt, might not be fully appreciated. It is ever wise 
to meet difficulties in their worst ospect. No one con be more fully 
sensible than myself, of the embarrassments you will have to en- 
counter, or more deeply impressed with the importance of wise and 
prudent action in all branches of the government It is under diffi- 
cult and trying circumstances, that sound wisdom and true patriotism 
exhibit tliemselves with most effect The country requires us to act 
like patriots and statesmen, and 1 hesitate not to express the opinion, 
that it is due to our character as a people, as far as possible under 
the circumstances, to preserve inviolate the public faith. The same 
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prindplea of equity which bind the consciences and gpvera the ac- 
turna of individuals in dealings of a private character, ought ever to 
regulate the conduct of states. More imperative, indeed, upon them 
rests the obligation of such principles, since their own vievs of jus- 
tice and uncontrolled wiU, institute the only rules of their action. 
Cpnaidsrations of expediency even, ara by no means wanting, if any 
were neceaaary, to strengthen these convictions of duty. If those 
who make and administer the laws, ore found, in their official capa- 
city, to disregard the obligations of good faith, little respect will be 
felt or observed by the citizen to their most solemn enactments, or 
lo the highest tribunals of public justice. Deeply impressed with 
the truth of these sentiments, I hesitate not to declare, that every 
just debt of the slate should be acknowledged and paid ; that while 
she should submit to no wrong, she should herself withhold no well 
founded right Such I believe to be the universal sentiment of the 
people of Michigan. 

While, however, we are careful to maintain the foith of the state 
and to do justice to the public creditor, we should be duly impressed 
with the imperative duty of protecting well the rights and interests 
of the people against impo»tions and unjust exactions. If, through 
our negligence or oversight, illegal or inequitable demands upon the 
public treasury should be admitted and sanctioned, the tax payers, 
we might justly apprehend, would not cheerfully submit even to the 
burdens which its real necessities might require. Our first duty is to 
oar constituents, whom we represent, and whose interests we have 
been chosen to protect, and the utmost firmness and caution will be 
demanded at our hands. 

Under the circutnslonces of the case, I respectfully suggest the 
propriety of appointing, at your present session, one or more per- 
eons of approved fidelity and discretion, who shall be authorized to 
obtain from these defaulting institutions, the bonds for which we have 
received no consideration, and to make a settlement with them on 
such terms as you may direct ; and, in the event no settlement can 
be made, then to inquire into and ascertain who are the holders and 
owners of all the bonds of the state now outstanding, and to report 
their proceedings, to the next legislature. In making such settlement, 
as justice and equity may dictate, we should iwt lose sight of the da- 
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nugea we have eustained by the failure, on their put, to fulfil the 
contract entire. 

In the meantime, it is iDcumbent upon us to husband the rewunM 
of the ttate with scrupuloas care ; to introduce ever^ practicable rf 
form into the public service, and thus prepare, as far as poenble, to 
meet all just demands upon the treasury. It will not, however, be 
possible, for reasons already Rdverted to, to meet the interest for the 
present, on the public debt The semi-annual interest due on a poiv 
tion of our bonds, in Norember last, as well as the interest due on 
the first of the present monlh, the late administration have found it 
impossible (o meet, and the amounts then due, consequently remain 
unpaid. The want of present ability, however, to pay accruing in- 
terest, should not induce us to view with indifi'erence the faith of tbt 
state that has been pledged for both inteiwt and prineipal. Our pr^ 
sent inability is owing to the fault of others, and not to a want oS 
disposition on our part, and it should be our constant eSbrt to remove 
it. The annual interest due on the bonds issued by tte state, for 
which no provision is made by existing legislation, is about $850,000. 
This anouDt cannot be raised by direct taxation from the people, in 
addition to the burdens now imposed upon them. Indeed, under tha 
present circumstances of the country, little or no more can be raised 
from that source, than will be required to defray the current and o^ 
dinary expenses of the government If an equitable settlement be 
made in relation to the five million loan, the principal, and conse- 
quently the interest, will be greatly lessened. It may comport with 
your views to lessen further, or wholly to cancel our indebtednflM, 
by giving the five hundred thousand acres of land relinquished to us 
by congress, or other property belonging to the state, in exchange 
for our bonds, in the event an arrangement to that efiect can he made. 
The entire extinguishment of the public debt is desirable, and its pn^ 
priety enforced by every true principle of political economy. 

To relieve the state from the odium of issuing an irredeemabla 
currency, as well as from considerations of sound policy, the trea- 
sury notes, or scrip, now outstanding, Bhould, at the earliest moment 
possible, be withdrawn from circulation. The evils of issuing a pa- 
per medium of this character, aside from the questionable constitution' 
aliiy of the measure, are loo numeraus and too palpable to requi« 
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eaumentioQ at this time. Tbe scrip was issued from the mistakaii 
notion tiiat, by cbanging the Corm of indebtedness, paiyin«nt «u 
BMide. It IB, bowever, only a represe&tatioo of the debt it purpoMB 
to havs paid, and which still remains until the scrip itself is redeem- 
ed To i»-tssuo it in payment to ihe public creditor, lendsia tho 
goraiuneat obnoxious to the char^ of issuing, and consequently en- 
oouraging « depreciated paper currency, and when it is once paid 
into tbe treasory it should be cancelled. The auditor's warrant on 
the treasury is as a\-aiiable m tbe same amount of state scrip, but 
the difierence of these two kinds of evidence of public indebtednefli 
is material, as regards the community and the paper currency of the 
state. The one assumes the chorjcteiof paper money, Ihe other 
does not; but, liiie a common promissory note, is considered merely 
e?idence of indebtedness and no more. 

The issue of the scrip was ba^icd on the instalment of the five mill. 
ion loaiit due in October last, IVopi the United Stotes bonk, and 
which was ni>t paid. To give it greater currency oa a circulating 
mediiun, the geaeral fund was pledged for its redemptioo, as it waa 
to be received in payment of nil tnxes and dues to the state, and the 
consequence is, that nothing else is paid into the treasury, and the 
stcde is absolutely left without means for dcfrai ing the ezpenaea of 
govenunont No runda are at command oven to pay any of the ez- 
pei^ea of the present sesMon of the legislature, or any other expen- 
ses neccKory to keep in motion the wheels of government. The 
amount of scrip outstanding is sulficicnt to absorb all the taxes and 
revenues, for the support of the state government, for the next two 
yaars, and by consequence, to keep the treasury without any meaoa 
during that time. Such portion as may be otherwise absorbed, wilt 
of course, by lessening the aggregate omount, tend to relieve the 
btirden upon the general fund, where the evil is now most seosibly 
felt The debt for which the scrip was issued, having been incurred 
on account of works of internal improvement, it should be redeemed 
by that fund ; but until its means can be made available, the proceeds 
of tbe sale of university and school lands moy be applied to that pur- 
poae, ; the state paying for the benctli of those funds, the usual role 
of interest until the principal can be returned. 

Our present embarrassments, and the moons by which they bftva 

Vol. il. 5 
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been brought upon the atate, render it worthy of yoareotwdderatioi^ 
wbedMT it wouki not be expedient ao to amend the conatitntion, u to 
nqnin the consent or the people to all louu hereener made by th« 
state for works of internal improremeDt, or for any other porpoae 
sot connected with the legitimate wants of the goreinment. 

71m oorrency, and consequently, the InstittitionB which furnish 
that currency, will demand your attention at your present seanon. 
The evils of a BUspeOBitm of ipecie payment by the banks, iriietfaer 
authorized by law or tolerated by public opinion, are numerous. It 
enables banlcs to impose upon the public a currency without any 
sufficient bass for its redemption, and institutions, that are rotten 
* and worthless, to flood the country with their irredeemable notes, 
while it takes away the only means ^e public have of testin|[ their 
value. It operates as a mildew and blight upon all prooperity ; en»- 
hies the swindler, under fonns of law, to possess himself of the pro 
dnctions of the industry of others ; renders employment uocerbun, 
and pamlizes all business of the country. It deatroya confidence b»- 
twten men and his feUow-man, and tends to corrupt and undermine 
the p^>lic morals, to a greater extent than all other causes oom- 
bined. 

The people are in no way benefitted by a suspension. The d^ 
preciation of the currency, which is always consequent upon it, re- 
sults only in the benefit of banks, by enabling them to purchase up 
their circulation below a par value. Whatever this depreciation 
may be, it is a loss to the people, and a gain to the banks. 

Bank psper can never be at par unless it be convertible into coin 
at the will of the holder. It is in itself of no value, and it is beyond 
the power of legislation to give value to that which poesesses none. 
Deing but evidence of indebtedness, it will be valued and sought only 
when there is a certianty of its redemption. The ultimate responai- 
btlity of the bank issuing it, will not give it sufficient character to 
make it answer the purpose of a currency. Convertibility at the 
will of the holder can alone effectually insure that objecL Irre- 
deemable paper, it is true) may have a circulation, but it is from the 
faet that it is cocvertible at some rate ; and though it may nominally 
pass at par value, yet the prices of commodities given in esctianga 
are always fixed wilh a view to its depreciation. In a word, bank 
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p^ter la Wotth utly what the institution which issues it, will give or 
cauH to be given in its redemption. A par currency of bank pcper 
can only be secured by compelling banks to redeem their circulatioa 
in coin on demand, and by making the refusal to do so, n forfeiture 
of charter. No excuse for such refusal should ever be admitteiL 
The evils of a paper medium not convertible into coin at the will of 
bolder, have become too palpable and too onerous longer to be ei^ 
dursd, and public opinion calls for their correction with a voice that 
cannot be mistaken, and with an earnestness that cannot be reau^ 
ted. 

The frequent resort to suspensions of specie payments by the hanks, 
and the evils attending it, are in some degree to be attributed to a 
want of proper legislation, but more to a neglect to carry into effect 
the laws in force on the subject Banlcs are required by their char- 
ters to pay specie on all their liabilities, and their whole manage- 
ment should be such as will ensure a strict compliance with this re- 
quirement Their loans and discount^ and their whole busineaB, 
dkotUd be kept in that restricted sphere, and so entirely within their 
means, that their ability to do so will never be endanger«L The 
cupidity of bankers should not, however, in this respect, be trusted. 
The management of banks should be subjected to a strict supervision 
and legal control. Those to whom this supervision and control is 
entrusted, should be required in all cases, to cause every institution 
to be enjoined that had, in any degree, exceeded its legal authority, 
or even departed frtfti bounds prescribed by a reasonable discrelion. 
It ie not enough that a bank restrict its circulation to the amount 
preKribed by law. That circulation should be issued only for legiti- 
mate purpoeee, and with due consideration not only of the tilti,mate 
aafety of the paper discounted, but of the reasonable probability of 
lie being paid at maturity. Loons should never be made bat for 
abort periods, and those who have the supervising control of banks, 
ebould exercise that duty principally with regard to the safety aitd 
present availability of their assets. A permanent loan, made by a 
bank, whatever may be the security for ultimate payment, is an e^ 
sorption erf* so much of its capital for all purpoeee of banking, and 
wfam the amount of permanent loans equals the amount of its capi- 
talt then mcb bonk has no longer the means to transact businem. 
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The capital beyond its reach is of no avail, and it hu no greater re 
source for the immediate redemption of its billa, than an instittition 
without pretentions to capital. 

An investigation into th« affairs of a bank, a&brds little or no in- 
formation of its actual condition, or of its ability to do a legitimate 
business, unless in such investigation, the assets be inspected, their 
present availability considered, and their value ascertained. A pa- 
rade of figures, setting forth a debit and credit, as b usually con- 
tained in a bank report, will give no' satisfactory knowledge of Its 
real condition. Reports of that character, mode by those interested, 
instead of being of ptiblic utility, are too often calculated to mislead 
and deceive. The reports of the condition of banks made by disin- 
terested persons alone, and upon actual inspection and valuation of 
their assets, are likely to bo of public tise, or to give correct infor- 
mation. 

In the organization of banks, and the payment of their capital, 
resort is too olien had to fiction. A bona Rde payment, in terms of 
law and in obedience to its requirements, is seldom or never made. 
If the money be actually paid in for the stock, it is with the expecta- 
tion and understanding that the same, or even a greater amount, 
will be returned in the shape of a periduiient loan. No person can 
be legitimately an owner of bank stock, unless he be a money lender. 
A bank can be legitimately created only with surplus capital paid in 
OS a permanent investment, for the use and purpose of banking. 
This capital should be so paid in, without an/ hope or expectation 
of obtaining loans ; for one and the same individual cannot consis- 
tently be, at the same lime, both a lender and a borrower. The idea 
of making banks to borrow back our own money, is absurd, as is, 
also, the idea of lending money to others through the mediam of a 
bank, when we are ourselves but borrowers ! All such operations 
are frauds upon the public, and to suffer them to pass unnoticed, is 
evidence of culpable remissness on the p«t of those whose duty it is 
to Bee the laws faithfully executed. So far as may depend on me, 
all such frauds, whether cominilled at the incipient stqis taken in 
the formation of the hanks, or at any subsequent slage of their ope- 
rations, will he exposed and their perpetrators punished. 

In view of these considerations, I respectfully recoromend the Im- 
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) and aacMKtitioiwl repeal of all acts and parts ot ads, di- 
raelly or indirectly aothorizing banks to suspend Uie payment oT 
tbeir liabilities in legal currency, and particularly the act entitled 
** An act suspending certain provisiona of law, and for other purpo- 
ses," approrcd April 13, 1641. 

I also recommend that the charters of the seveml banks be so wo- 
dified, thai llie refusal to pay specie on any liability, at any time or 
nnder any circumstances, should work a forfeiture of all corporate 
priril^es. , It ia belieyed that sucl^ provision would, in an eminent 
decree, insure a proper and judicious management of bonks ; restrict 
their operations wiihin a safe and legitimate sphere, and restrain di- 
rectors (rom entering into or fostering wild and Tisionary schemes 
cf reckless ^peculation. In the New England states, where is to be 
foand the best paper currency of the Union, 1 am assured that a pro- 
▼iskni, similar in ito features, is incorporated into the charters of all 
their monied institutions. 

I reconunend a fnrlher modification of the bonk charters of the 
■tale, by making the stockholder and officers of each bank individu- 
ally and collectively liable for its detris. Thb provision, besides the 
additiooBl security thus obtained, would also further tend to the safety 
ot the bill bolder and creditor, by securing a more vigilaot attenti<m 
on the part of directors, than can be hoped when their individual for- 
tunes are not at stake. 

In addition to personal liability, it is worthy of your serious con- 
aideraticHi, whether, in all ca^^ insolvency should not he deemed 
jtrma fade evidence of fraud, and the directors and other officers, 
and all privy thereto, be liable to indictment, and, on conviction, to 
Sftpropriate ponislunenL The insolvency of banks, in most cases, 
rwalta from a failure to comply, in good faitb, with the requirements 
of law, and no good reason is perceived why those who are culpable 
for aoch neglect, should not suffer for the injuiy by them inflicted on 
the pnbli& ^ 

Tonr attention is respectfully called to the fact, that some of the 
hunfcitig institaticffis of this state, professing not to be under the pro- 
vintHia of the ** act sounding certain provisions of law, and for 
«(her pnrpoaes," yet, by evasion of law, contrive to impose upon the 
fuUic a wone ^lecies of irredeemable currency, than Uul which is 
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issued under Ih&t act These ioatitutionsi without on; MfficieBt sO* 
thority, make their circulation p«yable in some other Mate, or in tho 
irredeemable bank notea of other states. ' It is believed th^ their lift* 
bility to pay specie on demand at their counter, on such unanthori- 
zed issues, is in no de^ee relieved or lessened by t subterfuge ao 
objectionable ; yet, thereby a pretence is made for redeeming such 
liabilities at an excessive rate of discount No bank charter in this 
■tate, it is believed, expressly or by implication, authorises the inus 
of such paper for a circulating ijiedium. Banks are required to pay 
all their liabilities in coin, and all just construction of law forbids 
the evasion of this imperative obligation, by eipedients so incompft- 
tible with honest intentions and honorable dealing. It is worthy of 
your conuderation whether, in view of these circumstances, it may 
not be proper to pofs some declaratory act that will effectually eoN 
rect similar abuses in future, by makiqg the legq^^ligations of banks 
more explicit and more generally known. If such ^ species of irrA* 
deemable currency be permitted to exist, from want of proper legis- 
lation or from omission to give effect to existing laws, it will be in 
vain that you repeal the law authorizing a suspension ; for you will 
not thus reach the evil. The refusal to redeem on demand at the 
counter, in lawful money, notes issued evidently for circulation, 
though purporting to be payable abroad, should work a forfeiture of 
charter in like manner as the refusal to pay notes expressly mode 
payable at the banking house. The issue of bank notes, payable in 
other bank notes, should, in all cases, be a forfeiture of banking 
privileges, it is already, by the laws of the state, made a penal of- 
fence to pass, or attempt to pass, a bank note payable in any thing 
other than the lawful money of the United States ; and banks should 
be restricted from issuing a currency which the people cannot use 
without violating law. 

By the "act to abolish the oHice of bank oommiasioners, end for 
other purposes," approved March 25, 1840, the attorney general, on 
the requisition of the governor, is required to institute an esamina- 
litm into the condition and affairs of banks, and, generally, to do the 
duly of bank commissioners. It is not known that any investiga- 
tion, by virtue of this act, has ever been mode into the condition and 
aSiuTs of banks, though some of the mwt extensve lossea sufiered 
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bj the puUic, in the deprecmtion of bulk paper, hare oconrred du- 
ra^ its ezistaoce. T^e limited number of banks now in existence, 
may not warrant the revival of the office of bonk canunieaioner, bat 
bat H if respectfully submitted whether the duties of attorney gene- 
ral are, in all reepects, consistent with the proper discharge of the 
additional duties of bank commissioner. 

1 wish also to call your attention to the propriety of prohibiting, 
hy law, die circulation of the irredeemable notes of the suspended 
hanks of other states; It will be i% vain that we compel our own 
banka to adopt a broader basis of specie capital and to pay all de- 
mands upon them in coin, if, at the same time, we permit other states 
to aend here at will their spurious currency. If the inconvertable 
pqier medium of foreign corporations be permitted to circulate with- 
in our limits, our people are not efiectuatly protected from imposition, 
"niey havo, indeed,.|^Bs meaAof judging of the solvency of bank> 
ing institutions abroad than of those in our own state. If no provl- 
sioii be made on the subject there is danger that our own banks wfll, 
in their discounts and other transactions use this irredeemable and 
worthless paper. They have heretofore used it, instead of specie, 
aa 8 capital for ordinary operations of banking, and il would be a less 
infiiagement upon moral principle, and a leas violation of law, to di^ 
count with it at once. Your intervention is urged with additional 
force fr«m the consideration that the hanks of neighboring states now 
issuing an irredeemable currency, are deemed generally insolvent. 
Some, doubtless, ore sound, but our citizens have little means of mak- 
ing discrimination, and cannot protect themselves from imposi- 
tlan. It is as competent for yon to prohibit this species of curren- 
cy as to prohibit the circdlation of counterfeit paper money. There 
k little lesB immorality in the issue of the one than in the issue of 
the other ; though over the one case the law extends its protecting 
arm and withholds it in the other. Our citizens should be protected 
from the impositions consequent upon both. 

1 deem it a matter of duty, before dismissing the subject of banks, 
to call your attention to the facts that many charters of banks, which 
have long ceased to redeem their liabilities, and to transact banking 
bunnes, have yet a legal e:iistcncc. We arc admonished by the 
history of the past, that the public are Ikblc to be deceived and de> 
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frauded in the rosuscltation of these old charters, which Crom noQ 
user, for a long period have been forgotten or supposed to be extinct 
If you do not deem it proper at once to repeal the charters of this 
class of incorporations, there will be at least, propriety in prohilHting 
the resumption of their corporate privileges, except under the sanc- 
tion of some appropriate authority to be designated by law. 

Incorporations, established for other avowed purposes, have, with- 
out warrant of law, assumed and exercised all the rights and privi- 
leges of banks, and, like them, have issued notes for circulation and 
currency. Some provision of law is required by which such usurpa- 
tion of powers, may be more speedily and effectually restrained. 

Some of the municipal incorporations of the state persist in issuing 
small bills, of a denomination less than one dollar, and evidently in- 
tended for purposes of circulation. Whether this species of curren- 
cy has been hitherto legal or illegal itshould no longer be tolerated 
It serves to exclude from circulation the coin that would otherwise 
take its place and serve for the purposes of change, and is little leas 
than an imposition upon all not connected with the corporate author- 
ity by which it is issued. 

We are indebted to the president of the United States and the veto 
power with which he is vested for saving the country from a repetir 
tion of the evils of an inflated paper currency, under which it has so 
lately and so severely suffered, and with which, at the late extraordi- 
nary session of Congress, it was again threatened by the attempt to 
charter a new National Bank. The president would have merited 
more fully our gratitude, had he not, at the same session, approved 
of other enactments of a most objectionable character. The recent 
failure of the Untited States Bank of Peniiijrivania, which may with 
justice be considered the old United States Bank, under a state char- 
ter, and the devastation and ruin it has spread far and wide 'through- 
out the country, should warn us against the creation of an institution 
vested with so extensive power to do evil. However much the coun- 
try may have been divided, heretofore, on this subject, it would seem 
from the experience we now have, there is no longer reason for a* 
difference of opinion. The pecuniary embarrassments of the coun- 
try may, in a great measure, be traced to this institution, and its ru- 
inous expansion of the credit system, commenced under a national 
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' cluurter, and connunmated, together with its own ruin, under one 
derived from state authority. Its credit abroad, and ita supposed sol- 
vency and facilities for obtaining loans, enabled it to draw within 
the vortex of its ruin, states as well as individuals. 

In the revised atatutesi provision is made for the appointment of a 
reporter of the decisions of tlie supreme court and of the court of 
chancery. That officer receives an annual salary of ^ hundred 
dollars, payable quarterly out of the state treasury. Nearly three 
years have now elapsed since his first appointment, and yet, for 
onues into which it is proper for you to inquire, we have not a sin- 
gle voluus of reports. About three hundred pages of deci^ons in 
chancery have been printed, and alraui iwu hundred and filly more 
ue ready for the press, which altogether, will make a volume of 
chancery reports. Written opinions of coses decided in the supreme 
court, have been received by the reporter from Mr. Justice Ransooi, 
sufficient to make about one hundred pages, but no opinions have 
been funiished the reporter by the other justices of the supreme court. 
These facts naturally suggest the inquiry whether, under the pre- 
sent legislation upon the subject, the public are likely to receive an 
adequate benefit for the expense incurred in providing a reporter. 
Tbe courts are required by law, to communicate in writing to the 
repeater, their opinions, as soon as convenient, after they are given, 
and he is required to publish the same annually. The subject seems 
to require your action, either by abolishing the office of reporter, or 
providing more efiectual means to secure the publication of cases de- 
cided in tbe supreme courL 

The subject of the assessment and collection of taxes, will claim 
your attention. It is believed that great inequality obtains in the 
valtatkin of property, not only in the different counties, but in differ- 
ent townships. While this evil is permitted to exist, the public bur- 
dens are Dot imposed alike on all, and it will be matter proper for 
inquiry, whether the faulf is to be attributed to defect in the law, or 
ht administration. Such also is the operation of the system gene- 
raHy, tltat little or nothing is paid into the treosury directly from the 
counties, as tbe amount of delinquent taxes due on lands returned to 
the auditor general annually, is nearly or quite equal to the whole 
state tax. As these lands cannot be sold until three years aAer they 
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are returned, means are wanting during this time, for ths nif^Ktrt of 
the state gov^nroeDt. 

Complaints continue to l>e made of the unequal aasessnurnt of 
highway lazes, and in instanceti not a few, of the esceesive an»Mint 
imposed. The object for the imposiliou of this tax is certainly meri- 
torious, and all property in the state should, in an equal and modv 
rate degree, be assessed for its promotion. As from official sourcw 
it ia ascertained that the complaints made lipon this sul^ect ars net 
without foundation, I doubt not you will apply such remedy to the 
evil OS will be appropriate and effectual. 

By provisions of existing enactments, non-resident landa on which 
the taxes remain three years unpaid, are exposed to sale for their 
payment. It is a subject worthy of your inquiry, whether, instead 
of selling the lands, some other measure may not be devised and 
' adopted, better calculated to promote the intereat of the state, and at 
the same time equally well calculated to protect the rights of ia^ 
viduals. The neglect or refusal to pay lawful taxes imposed od 
lands, is prima facie evidence of abandonment by the owner. Our 
laws now provide that the whole estate of an intestate who leaves no 
kindred, shall escheat to the people of the state ; and no sufficient 
reason is perceived why the principle should not be extended, if not 
to other property, at least to lands which are abandoned by their 
owners. The laws of Virginia and other states provide that lands 
shall become forfeited and vested in the state, if the taxes a aooose d 
thereon remain unpaid for a specified lime. It b respectfully sub- 
mitted to your consideration, whether a similar provision may not, 
under proper guards and restrictions, with propriety and advantage, 
be incorporated into the laws of this state. 

JOHN S. BARRY. 
Detroit, January 4, 1942. 
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[No. 3.] 
Annual report of the State Treastper. 

State Triasusik's Ornci, ? 
Delrtrit, Nov. 30, 1641. $ 

Ta tie LegiJtalure of the State of Michigan : 

I have the honor, herewith, to present to the le^ature, pursuant 
to law, a summary of the receipts and paymentB of the treasury du- 
ring the post year, showing s balance in favor of the treasury, of 
939,100 15, exclusive of the unavailable funds specified in the last 
annual report 

I also annex a concise abstract of the receipts and pajrmenta of th« 
funds severally. It will be seen that the details of the funds, as spe- 
cified in these abstracts, do not correspond precisely with those in 
the report of the auditor general, owing to the greater diversity of 
the accounts of his office, and the necessary transfers between the 
respective accounts; but the final result or balances of the several 
accounts, will be found tu agree. 

The balance of cash is cc»nposed of the following items : 
State treasury notes appropriated to certain claims 

□pon the treasury, but not yet paid over, 94,070 00 

Balance in deposit in bank, agunst which the benk 

of Michigan claims for loss on the drafts of the 

state, a greater amount than this balance. 
State treasury notes received and not re-issued, 
Other available funds, 

Uoavanable funds, seme as reported last year, 

•102,041 05 

All which is reopectfully submitted. 

O. W. JERMAIN, TVeamrer. 



38,877 49 
46,008 00 
1,04s M 


(80,100 10 
12,041 00 
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Owerel Fvnd, 
DR. 
Amount overdnwD November 30, 1840, 

do transferred to library Tund, 91,000 00 

do do '^contingent fund, 1,000 00 

do paid interest on general fund loan, 6,000 00 
do do auditor general's warraots, 72,069 29 



CR. 
Amount transferred from delinquent tax 

fund, 961,851 02 

Amount received ^>eafic and other state 

taxes, 23,221 24 



Amount overdrawn, 
ing warrants, 



925,304 39 
6,776 88 



Contiiigetit Fmd. 
CR. 
Amount returned to fimd t^ governor 

Woodbndge, i 91,218 80 

Amount transferred from general fund, 1,000 00 

DR. 

Amoimt paid on governor's orders, 

Credit balance, 

JUhrary Fuad. 
CR. 
Balance in treasury Nov. 80, 1840, 92,165 39 

Amount transferred from general fund, 1,000 00 



DR. 

Amount paid auditor general's warrants, 

Credit balance, 



92,218 60 
1,068 28 



93,165 39 

28 67 

93,136 72 



JOINT DOCDHENTB. 





haernai btpnwmm Ftatd. 




DB. 






int paid interest on loan, 


•837,470 00 


do 


do R. Stout's expenses to N. 






York, &C., pursuBUt to law. 


■noooo 


do 


transferred to primary school 
fund, dr^ to T. Beols, im- 






p.id, 


8,86a 43 


do 


do Blate prison fund, 


6,000 00 


do 


paid towards interest and discount 






on drafts, 


13,176 76 


do 


do auditor general's warrants, 


451,508 70 

d>ann a^a on 










CR 




altin< 


oe in treasury Nov. SO, 1840, 





Aniouot received from sink- ' 

ingfund, $16,393 08 

do U. S. Q per cents and 

premium, 1,115 91 



do R. Robinson, commis- 



16,407 99 
Oil 60 



do delinquent tax fund for 

tax bonds interest paid, 2,170 00 

do general fund for do, 8,000 00 

do assets of Michigan state 

bank, 10,686 51 

do of U. Slates bonk, 503,788 15 



-545,964 31 



Balance overdrawn, 9209,742 34 

Outstanding warrants, 119,069 43 
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Ihherntj F»td. 
CB. 
AiDOQBt raceired of superintendent of public instruo 
tion, 9 1.025 00 

Univerriiy interett Fund. 

CR. 

Amount received of BuperintwdeDt of public instnic- 

tion, 92,463 61 

DR. 

Amount paid treasurer of universi^ on warrants, 2,263 61 

Credit balance, 030000 

Primary 8cho(^ Fund. 
CR. 
Balance of account Xovember 30, 1840, 93,112 GS 

Ajnoont received for school londa sold, 9S,B63 74 
DnA to ThcHnas Seals, not paid, 3,868 43 



$15,944 70 



DR. 
Draft to Thomas Reals, 3,868 43 



Credit balance, 912,076 27 

Primary School Interat Fund. 

DR. 

Amount of auditor general's warnmls paid, 9S>373 11 

CR. 
Balance of account November SO, 1840, $203 11 
Amount received for interest on land sold, 7,074 11 

7,277 33 

Amount overdrawn, ' 91(095 80 

OutstandiBg warrants, 2,416 25 

Debit balance, $3,513 14 
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Gredlqgical Fw^ 

OR- 

Balance of account November 30, 1840, $79482 68 

DR. 
Paid warrants of auditor general, 5,719 55 

Credit balance, tl,768 12 

Toledo war Fund, 

CR. 

Balance of account November 30, 1840, $2,179 77 

DR. 
Amount of claims paid, 106 02 

Credit balance, . $2,078 75 

State Prison Fund, 

CR. 
Amount transferred from internal improvement fund, $5,000 00 

DR. 
Paid auditor general's warants, 4,907 32 



Credit balance, $92 68 



State Treasury Notes. 

CR. 

Amount received from auditor general, $253,800 00 

Treasury Notes Interest. 

DR. 

Amount of interest allowed on scrip received, $257 23 

Treasurer of University, 
CR. 
Amount received from university fund on warrant of 
auditor general and deposited to credit of treasurer 
of university, $2,268 61 

DR. 
Paid to treasurer of university, 720 84 

Credit balance, $1,542 77 
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DeHnqucnt Tax Fund. 
CR. 
Bduice in trAutiry Noreinber ao, 1840, •51,081 49 

Amount reoeived for tuee, 9123,347 19 

do transferred from fund for coun- 

Uei, 1,131 60 



124,478 99 

tlT6,S60 48 
DR. 
Amount paid interert on tax bonds, 93,170 00 

do transferred to general fund, ' 61,851 02 

do paid auditor gener&l's warnints, 48,505 49 

■ $112,526 51 



Credit balance, ' 968,033 07 

Deduct outstanding warrants, 206 91 



Fund for Countiet. 
CR. 
Balance of account NoTember 30, 1840, 

DR. 
Amount transferred to delinquent tax fuiul, 



[No. 4.] 
Annual Report of the Auditor Gieucral. 

Auditor Genekal'b Office, } 
Detroit, Ami. 30, 1841. 5 

The imderaigned reepectfully submits to the legislature, the follow- 
ing report: 

The teTeral funds recognized by the laws of this state, "a ccm- 
plete statement of which and of the revenue thereof," it is mode (he 
duty of the auditor general to report annually to the legblaiure, are 
the following, viz : 

Vol. II. 7 
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1. Creneral fund; 2. Internal improvement fund; 8. Sinking 
fund ; 4. Delinquent tax fund ; 6. Fund for state buildings ; 6. Bank 
fund ; 7. University fund ; 8. University interest (\md ; 0. Primary 
school fund ; 10. Primary school interest fund ; 11. State prison 
fund. 

To which may be added the following appropriations, viz : 

1. For a geological survey of the state ; 2. State library ) 3. Con- 
tingent fund 

General Fund. 

In proceeding to notice these in the order\above stated, I hav^ to 
report that the general fund was overdrawn at the close of the last 

$80,472 86 



fiscal year, 


• 


The fund has been credited by trans* 




fers from the delinquent tax fund, per 




act February 9, 1841, 


#30,000 00 


Per act AprU 18, 1841, No. 71, 


80,000 00 


do* do Na 78, 


18,325 00 


do do Na 74, 


12,841 04 


To make an amount equal to the a»- 




sessmentsfor 1841, 


•75,666 04 


Amount received from Berrien coun- 




ty in 1889, and omitted to be credited 




to this fund. 


16 27 


Bank specific taxes, 


757 62 




Pedler's licences, 


200 00 


Broker's licences, 


287 50 


Specific taxes. 


8,189 88 



Amount transferred to state prison 
fund for sundry appropriations, per act 
April 18, 1841, heretofore paid, and 
charged to the general fund. 



2,407 82 



Carried forward. 



87,424 08 
•56,051 72 
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Brought forwarf, 


$M,961 72 


Amoont of wamuits drawn on the treaaury, viz : 


tor rest of the auditor general and 




traantrer's office, 


•91 67 




30 00 


do do April 6, 1B38, . 


«8 00 


do do April 19, 1839, 


49 00 


do do April 1, 1840, 


88 00 


do do April 18, 1841, 


33,034 79 


&q>eoBea of legiaUturaiof 1839, coitifi.- 




7 00 


Eipensei of le^alatura for 1841, 


27,861 8B 


Salaries of public officers, (sbstract A,) 


14,508 64 


State treasurer, error in account of salary, 


3 42 


Inspectors of l^gadee, 


186 00 


Postage for auditor and treasurer, 


282 20 


Special messengers, 


168 18 




87 BO 


Fugitives from justice, 


1,067 38 


ISxpetues of chancery and si^mne courts, 181 fiO 


Bounty on wolves. 


998 00 


Witneas fees for 1839, 


4 00 




10 00 


Clerks to auditor general, 


1,026 10 


CleA to treasurer, 


49122 


I)istrict canvasser^ 


329 41 


Transfer to library, per act of March 




31, 1837, 


1,000 00 


Tnuufer to contingent fund, 


1.000 00 


Bxpoues of stale prison, 


8,080 27 


D. Adana, agent of state prison. 


6,000 00 


Salary of E. S. Lothrop, coinmi«ioner 




(Estate prison. 


487 77 


lotvwt OS stocks for $100,000, 


e.000 00 



Leaving a deficit of 



^: 
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It IB made the duty of the auditor general t6 examine all claims 
against the state, and in cased where he cannot liquidate mf ckdm 
without further legislation, to report the same, with his opinion 
thereon, to the legislature. It is also made his duty to present, with 
his annual report, an estimate of the expenses of the future yean 
The practice, which has prevailed for several years, of auditing 
claims not previously examined by him, by conimittees of both houses 
of the legislature, deprive th^ department of the data from which 
such estimate can be made, and renders it impracticable to present 
an accurate estimate of outstanding claimsfu I have^ therefore, in 
. the estimate herewith presented, (marked B, /Udcen no notice of tUs 
class of claims, none having been presented at this office. 
The estimated amount of expenses added to the ••bove 

deficit, amounts to $114,106 05 

The estimated amount of receipts into the treasury, is 

as follows : 
From specific taxes, pedlers' and bro- 
kers' licences, tlO,000 00 
Assessments upon the aggregate valua- 
tion of the state, as per schedule 

(marked C,) 108,809 08 

118,809 03 



Leaving an estimated deficiency, exclusive of out- 
standing claims, for which appropriations may be 
made by the legislature, of $887 02 

Internal Improvement Fund, 

The internal improvement fund was overdrawn at the 

commencement of the fiscal year, $21,280 28 

The following amounts have been received on account 
of this fund : 

Bank of Michigan, for draft on R. With- 
ers, for part of the April instalment, $70,000 00 

Sale of draft on R* Withers to primary 
school fund, remitted to Thomas 
Beals, Esq., 8,868 48 



tf*Mi*< 



Carried forward, $ $21,280 28 
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Brought forward, $ 

Rix RobinsiMi, late commiBsioaer, 911 66 

Treasurer of the Unitefl States, for five 

per cent on sale of lands, 1,115 91 

Balance of January instalment ^e from 

the United States bank, reserved fo^ 

intereat, 161,685 00 

Balance of April iiurtalment, 37,697 3S 

Instalment due Ist July, 215,625 00 

DraA against the October instalment, to 

Hicks & Co., 1,707 27 

Sundry drafte to Osvego and Ohio tnma- 
, portstion company, for transportation 

of iron, 9,186 TO 

United States bank bills received of the 

United States bank for draft to T, 

Beals, (not paid,) 8,868 48 

Collected from assets received of Hidc 

igan State bank, 19,686 SI 

' Sinking Fund — 
Tolls on Central railroad. •tB,9T4 13 
& H. Lathrop, late commis- 

noner, 821 77 



Wamnts have been drawn on account 

of this fund, as follows : 
Bank of Michigan discount oD draft for 

$70,000, 
Soulhem railroad. 
Central railroad, 
Northern raUroBd, 
Clinton canal, 
Saginaw canal. 

Carried forward, 




f 
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firought fofward, $ 

Expenses of the board of internal ktt- 
provement, including salary rfsec'y, '^^^ 6d7 87 



•«M|517M 



Salt springs. 


5,798 98 


Improvement of Grand and Kalamazoo 


^ 


rivera, ^ 


1,258 80 


Iron contract, Hicks & Ca, account 




and transportation. 


84,296 63 


St. Joseph river. 


1,706 02 


Canal around Grand rapids. 


88 88 
\fril 00 


Appraisers on public w^nrks, 


Northern turnpike, 


8,876 61 


Detroit and Grand river road, 


487 87 


Expense, (in part) of plate and paper 




' for treasury notes. 


969 oa 


R. Stuart's expenses to Ne% York, as 




special agent. 


190 00 


Transferred to credit of school fund for 




draft sent Thoe. Beals, and not paid, 


8,868 48 


United States bank bills paid John Ward 




ds Co., agents of bank of Michigan 




on account of protested drafES^ 


12,175 75 


Discount m United States bank bills al- 




lowed Hicks dc Ca, as per report of 




agent. 


8,450 00 


Transferred to State prison fund, per 


* 


act AprU 18, 1841, 


6,000 00 


Sinking Fund. 




ThLs amount deposited in the 




bank of the United States, 




in the city of New York, to 




pay interest on stocks due 




in January, 1841, viz : 




Detroit and Pontiac rail- 




road, t3,0(H) 00 





Carried forward, 



•5d0|517 84 
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Broof^t fbnrud, • • i 

Stats penitendary, 600 00 

AlIegBa and Marabnll nft* 

road. 8,000 00 

Ypsiluiti mnd Tecumseh, 9,000 00 
0l&te peniteDliory, 1,300 00 

Five million loan, 160,000 00 

•160,800 00 

PaltDTTa and iackaonburg railroad, dne 

in May, 700 00 

Deposit in bank of the OnJted States, 
^NewTortCforliterestdueinJuly, 160,600 00 



k- D^ch, 32S,S01 77 



In obedience to the prOTiaions of the act to provide for the antici- 
pation <^ certain iDatalmrats of the ^ve million loan, and for other 
porpoaas, a oteel plate has been engraved of the prescribed denomi- 
nBtions, and fifteen thousand hnpreeeiona delivered, at an expense of 
$I,1S7 60. Of these, fourteen thousand and one hundred have been 
executed and placed in the hands of the treasurer. The amount 
■■ued, as will be seen by reference to a schedule, (marked D,) is 



The remaining portioBs of the October and January ittolments, 
ipere reserved for the purpose of paying certain balances on con- 
tracts for q>ike, due in the city of New Yorl^ for which the trea- 
sury notes may hsfeafler be demanded. 

From die report of the late treasurer, Robert Stuart, Esq., which 
is hereto appended, (marked E,) it will be seen that he collected of 
the United States bonk the April and July instalments, and drew a 
smaU draft against the instalment due in Octpbar ; that he placed in 
the hands of John Ward & Co., agents of the owners of the pro- 
tested drafts, which had been sold the bank of Michigan, to amount 
of one hundred and eighty thousand dollars, the sum of one hundred 
and ninety-two thousand one hundred seventy-five dollars seventy- 
five cents, in bills of the United States bank, at par, subject to dis- 
count, and that he received of the bank a discount of 31 per cent, 
■mounting to •7,980 47. These items have all been entered in con- 
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fonnity to the report in the account of this fund. . The rapid depre- 
ciation of these bills, has subjected the agent to a cottsiderable loH 
upon the amount already sold, and he had on hand, at the date4>f hia 
last report, about fif\y-fiye thousaod^doUars. The bank of Michigan 
has been charged upon the hooka of this offioei the above sum of 
$192,175 75, subject to such discount as was authorized by the «>«• 
cial agent. 

The United States bank'baying failed to pay the instalment due in 
October last, the interest we in November last, upon the bon4|9 loan- 
ed to the Palmyra and Jacksonburg railroad company, which waa 
reserved from that instalment, remains unpaid. Should the bank ficU 
to pay the January instalment, of which there can scarcely remain 
a doubt, the interest due upon the ren^aining bonds issued by fhe 
state, will not be paid. 

The interest due in January and July next, properly diargeable 
to this fund, amounts to 9319,400 00. The warrants outstandingf 
and for which no provision has been made, amount to $119,359 48. 

Of the amount of claims against the several public works, whkh 
have not been audited, 1 have not the means of forming an estimate. 

The sinking fund, being a branch of the internal improvement 
fund, was balanced lost year by the transfer of all the items to the 
latter fund. The aggregate amount of those transfers exhibited a 
deficit of $489,205 68, on the books of this office. By adding the 
appropriate sums transferred from the account of this year, the de- 
ficit is increased to the sum of $743,287 87. 
The receipts of tolls upon the Central railroad amount to $71,289 74 
The disbursements for expenses, amount to 52,971 20 

18,318 54 
There was also a balance in the hands of the commis- 
sioner, at the close of the last fiscal year, of 1,131 52 



19,450 06 

Of this amount, the sinking fund is credited, 15,974 13 

3,475 93 

Leaving in the hands of John Van Fossen, late com- 
missioner, 203 01 



And in the hands of the present commissioner, $3,272 92 
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The reoe^its for tolls collected on the Soothsm nil- 
rand, amount to $7,999 21 
The disbonements for expenses, amount to 5,006 05 

Leaving in the hands of the present commisaioner, $2,301 18 

DeUnqttent Tax Fund. 
The balance remaining in the treasury,' to the credit 

of this fund, OD the 30th of November IW, waa 451,109 IT 
pjnxn this there haa been deducted the sninrof t87 68, 

ernmeoualy credited this fund in 1839, 67 68 

IVs' fund haa been credited the amount credited to 

counties previous to last report, 1,191 80 



Received during the year on account 
of this fundi'Bs follows, viz : 

SuDdrycountie^(inparl)rorstatetaxe3, 818,815 02 

Amount of delinquent taxes collected, 104,970 41 

charges do S,946 12 

interest do 14,424 66 



Warrants have been drawn as follows : 
interest on outstanding bonds for 031,- 

000, payable in the city ot N. York, 
Delinquent tax bonds. 



Charges, (returned on amounts previ- 
ously paid,) 

Delinquent t&zea, (returned on amounts 
previously paid,) 

This amount transferred to general 
fund. 

Balance in the treaiury, 



$2,170 00 
42,966 00 
4,811 77 
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By rrference to ray last aataui lepori, it will be aeen tiat chen- 
Un hiul been oddreaMil to the Mraral county treasurerB, in coofor- 
mity to the provisioiu of the act of April 1, 1840, proflering to pay 
the first and second series of bonds issued July 1, 1840, on presenta- 
tion at the treasurer's office. The transfers directed to be made by 
the last legislature, from tttis fund to the general fund, and the re- 
ceipts of treasury notes for taxes, has deprived the treajaury of the 
means fully to cancel these bonds. The law authorizing the issue 
of the treasury .notes, made them i eceivable in payment of taxes and 
all debts due the state. Very soon af\er they were emitted, they be- 
came depreciated in value, and have remained at a discount, in this 
city, at from 26 to 80 per cent The receipts into the treasury since 
this depreciation, have been almost exclusively in these notes, and 
until they rise to their par value, the treasurer will not be able to 
meet either the bonds payable at his office, or those payable in the 
city of New York on the first July next 

It will be seen by the treasurer's report, that of the two hundred 
and fiAy-three thousand eight hundred dollars which have been is- 
sued, forty-five thousand and ninety-eight dollars have been returned 
to the treasurer, leaving in circulation two hundred and eight thou- 
sand seven hundred and two dollars. So long a^ this paper continues 
much below par, the tax payers and other debtors lo the state, will 
avail themselves of this advantage, and the consequence will be, that 
before many months, the notes will, by this process alone, if not re- 
issued, be returned to the treasury. But, by the provisions oC the 
same law, the treosurer is authorized to re-issue them on account of 
the general fund. As the payments on account of the general fund 
will) so soon as the notes improve in value, nearly equal the amount 
of receipts for taxes collected, the result will be, either another de- 
preciation to such an extent as to deprive the treasurer again of the 
power of meeting the engagements of the department, or the with- 
drawal from the treasury of the only fund which hns been provided 
for the payment of the bonds. 

The claims upon this fund for the future year, arc the following : 
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Balance of outstanding boiuls, lamed Jdly 1, 1840, due 

JtUiuory 1, 1641, $700 00 
do do July 1, 1841, 8,010 00 
do do January I, 1842, 22,410 00 
do do July 1, 1842, • 16,030 00 
Balance of fiist series, issued July 1, 1841, due Janu- 
ary 1, 1842, 3,305 00 
Second series, 4,650 00 
Stocks issued in 1839, payable 1st July, 1842, in the 

city of New York, 31,000 00 

Setni-annuBl interest on the above, 1,085 00 

Interest to July on the above, 301 60 

$8 2,541 66 

The amount arbing from ordinary collections on account of this 
fund, with the amount realized from the public land sale in June 
next, will, in all probability, more than etjunl the above amount. It 
will, however, be readily seen, that without some modification of the 
laws in reference to this fund, the treasurer will not be able to meet 
fte demands upon the treasury. 

Fund/or Slate Buildings. 

No changes have been made in ibis fund ; the balance reported 
last year, remaining in the treasury, $1,300 9S. 
Bank Fund. 

The bonk fund was reported as overdrawn four thousand one hun- 
dred and thirteen dollars, on the 30th November last Froma care- 
ful examination of the old books, I became satisfied that a warrant 
for $312 50, issued to K. Pritchette, had been twice entered to the 
debit of this fund. The correction of this error reduces the over- 
draft to three thousand ei^ht hundred dollars and fifty cents, for 
which no provision has been made. 

or the balance remaining to the credit of university and primary 
school funds, at the date of tho lost annual report, it has been oscer- 
tsined, by a comparison of the books with 'those of the superinten- 
dent of public instruction, that $3,112 S3, should have been credited 
to the primary school fund, and 1^203 II to the primary school in- 
terest fund. 
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Vnivenity Fund. 
Amount received on account of this fund, 

University Iittereat Fttnd. 
Amount received during the year, 
Warrant drawn in favor of the tre&surer of the 
university, 

Leaving a balance in the treasury of 

Primary School Fund. 
Balance in treasury on the 30th November last, 
Amt. received on account of this fund, $8,963 74 
Warrant returned, issued to Tho. BeaU,Esq. 3,666 48 



93,463 61 
3,26a 61 



Warrant issued to Thomas Beals, for 
Leaving a balance of 

Primary School Interett FtauL 
Balance in treasury on SOlh November lost. 
Amount received on account of this fund, 



•16,944 70 
3,868 43 



$203 11 
7,074 11 



Amount of payments on account of this fund : 


$7,277 22 


Warrant of H. Howard, auditor gene- 




ral, to treasury of Hillsdale county, 




in 1839, $623 36 




Warrants have been issued to the seve- 




ral counties for 10,166 00 






10,789 36 





Amount overdrawn. 



$3,512 14 



By the provisions of the third section of the act, entitled " An act 
relative to common schools, and for the payment of the claim of 
Thomas Beals, and for other purposes," approved April 1, 1840, a 
warrant was issued in favor of Thomas Beals, for $3,668 49, which 
was paid by a draft upon the agent of the state in the city of New 
York, payable out of the April instalment, and the amount which 
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wu drawn from (he uDivenitf and primary school fund, was passed 
to (he credit of the internal improTemeDt fund. This drail remaina 
unpaid, in craiseqnence of the non-payment of the instalment by the 
United Stales bank, and (he subeequent reception of the amount by 
the late treasurer, in the bills of that bonk, I alea dyw another war- 
rant for 96,000 00, bearing interest at seven per cent from 4th Ja- 
nuary, 1841. 

Collections, chiefly in treasury notes, have been made, sufficient 
to pay these warrants, which the holder wilt not receive. Some le- 
gislalioQ is, therefore, necessary, to enable the treasurer to make the 
payment in conformity to the provisions of the above mentioned sta- 
tute. 

State Prism f^md. 
At the date of the last annnal report, the aum of five thousand 
dollars, being the balance of the appropriation of twenty thousand 
dollar^ remained in (he hands of B. 3. Lathrop, commissioner, to 
be accounted for by him. His accounts for the expenditure of this 
Run, have been audited, and are on file in this office. 

In conformity to the provisions of the act of April IS, 1841, the 
nnn of five thousand dollars has been transferred to the credit of this, 
from the internal improvement fund, and the sum of $2,407 S2, be^ 
ing the aggregate amount of specific appropriations, (per act April 
13, 1841,) charged to the debit of the fund. A warrant for two 
thousand five hundred dollars, was issued to D. Adams, Esq., agent 
of the state prison, whose report will be hereunto annexed. The 
0um of ninety-three dollars and sixty-eight cents remain it) the trea- 

Gtologiad Survey. 

The balance remaining unexpended of the appropria- 
tion for a geological survey, at the close of the last 
fiscal year, was $7,482 68 

Warrants have been issued to the stale geologist, for 6,310 55 

Loaring an unexpended balance of $1,268 13 
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Lihrarif. 

The amount remaining unexpended of this Kppropria* 

tion, at the oonunencement of the fiscal yeart was t2,165 39 

The sum of one thousand dollars, 'being the fifth and 
UsI instalment appropriated per act March 21, 18S7, 
has been transferred from the general fund, 1,000 00 

•a, 165 3d 

Warrants have been issued during the past year, for 28 67 



Leaving on unexpended balance of ft8,186 72 

Contingent Fund. 

This fund was reported as balanced at the close of the last fiscal 
year, by a warrant issued to the governor, and placed lo his credit 
in the bank of MichigaD. This warrant was rec&lled, and the sum 
placed to the credit of the fund, $1,000 00 

Governor Woodbridge has also returned, of the amount 

previously drawn, the Bum of 218 80 

Amount transferred, per act April 13, 1841, 1,000 00 

«2,218 80 
The following amounts have been paid upon the war- 
rants of the governor : 
W, W. Deanc, for services rendered in 

auditor general's office, i^6 09 

C. M. D. Bull, do do 26 00 

C. M. D. Bull, do do 41 66 

C. S. Adams, do do 93 40 

W. A. Butler, services in stale treasu- 
rer's office, 55 56 
N. N. IlafT, services in auditor gene- 



ral's oiTice, 


10 00 


J. L. H. Hayes, do do 


91 67 


Governor's order for postage, 


43 05 


do do IrTinsportatton, 


4 45 


F. W. Lawson, for services rendered in 




auditor general's office. 


18 00 
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Broagfat.forward, t 

W. A. Butler, services id state treasu- 
i«r*s office, 89 72 

J. L. H. Hayes, senices in auditor ge- 
neral's office, 41 97 

J. L. H. Hayes, do do 41 67 

V. W. Deane, do do 42 46 

W. W. Deane, da da . 56 19 

W. A. Butler, da in state trea- 

surer's office, 41 66 

C. C. Jackson, for filling scrip, 196 00 

Paid postage for secretary of state, 36 97 

do for governor, 12 34 

Paid for wood for auditor general and 
state treasurer's offices, 32 00 

J. L. H. Hayes, for serricee rendered in 
auditor general's office, 54 17 

Auditor general, for cash paid for can- 
dles, pens, wood, &C., 21 56 



Leanng a balance of 81.150 55 

It was stated in the last annual report, that the returns of one 
county for the years 1886 and 1987, had been made to this office, 
a&d that the lands remained unsold, for the reason that doubts had 
arisen, Irhether a sale would be valid under the provisions of the re- 
vised statutes. Several other provisions of the laws which have been 
variously construed, were also noticed, and a revision of the whole 
system was recommended 1 advert to the subject again, as another 
year's experience has satisfied me of the utter impracticability of in- 
trodocing a uniform mode of proceduie under provisions of law so 
liable to be misconstrued. 

I also requested some modification of the law which requires the 
auditor general, after the Ist January, in each year, to prepare the 
alalements of lands to be offered for sale on the first Monday in June 
following, in season to advertise them sixteen wcelis befure the day 
of Btfl. Aa the law remains uuckmged, 1 have been obliged lu an- 
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ticipcite the publication of thoae lists for th« year I6861 and shall for- 
ward them to the geveral county tre&surera early in the month (tf 
January. The lists have not been prepared for the yean 16S6 or 
18S7, and I respectfully refer the matter to the legislature. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

E. P. HASTINGS, AndHar Generak 
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■<SZ 



1 


©2.000 00 

872 23 
1.000 00 
1,16S 6S 

125 00 
1,000 00 
1,225 00 
1,500 00 

537 22 
1,500 00 

800 00 
1,432 53 

750 00 


S 2 ggg 


1 
1 
I 

1 

t 

i 


From September 30, 1640. to October 1, 1941, 
do Nov. 17, 1840, to Oct. 1. 1841, 10 months and 13 days, 
do June 30, 1640, to October 1, 1641, fifteen months, 
do September 30, 1840, to Dec. I, 1841, fourteen months, 
do October 15, 1810, to October 15, 1841, twelve months, 
do September 30, 1840, to October 1, 1841, one year, 

Paid in port, 

I-'rom September 30, 1840, to October 1, 1841, one year, 
do August 31, 1840, to October 1, 1841, 
do September 30, 1840, to October 1, 1841, one year, 
do September 30, 1840, lu October 1, 1841, one year, 
do October 16, 1840. to Oct. I, 1841, 11 months 14 days, 
do August 14, 1640, to November 14, 1841, 15 months, 

Balance due last year. «166 65; paid this year. } 
I'nid this year, 1,403 45, C 
Paid this year. 

Paid and charged to internal improvement fund, 
do do expenses of state prison. 


f 

i 

1 




814,425 00 
1,500 00 

500 00 
1,000 00 

700 00 


' 


Governor, 

Secretary of State, 

Treasurer, 

Auditor General, 

Adjutant General, 

Chief Justice, 

E. Itansom, judge, 

George Morell, judge. 

Attorney General, 

Chanccflor, 

Sup't. of Public Instruction. 

C. W. Whipple, judge. 

Reporter to Supreme Court, 


Clerks to Auditor General, 

do Treasurer, 
Com'r. of Int. Improvement, 
Agent of the Slate Prison, 
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(B.) 






Estimate of Eaependiiwre$fir the j§m 1%4SL 
Due sandry persons, per act Noyember 14, 16tt^ 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



March 28, 1886, 
July 26, 1836, 
March 28. 1887, 
June 22, 1837, 
December 80, 1887, 
April 6, 1888, 
April 20, 1830, 
Apnl 1, 1840, 
April 18, 1841, 



Balance of appropriation for witneases before the com- 
mittee of investigation in 1889, 
Interest on stocks, on account of general fund, 

do do state prison. 

Legislature, including printing, 
Expenses of state prison. 
Salaries of public officers and clerks. 
Bounty on wolves, 

Postage, messengers and other miscellaneous items, 
Contingent fund, 

Deficit on general fund. 



•68 64 

8 04 
28 01 
W 75 
57 65 
11 88 
86 58 

488 71 
84 5Q 

108 28 

152 44 

6,000 00 

8,600 00 

40,000 00 

10,000 00 

16,425 00 

1,000 00 

8,000 00 

1,000 00 

$82,114 88 
82,081 22 

•114,196 05 
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(C.) 

Aueumettl, 1841, 



m. 


CoDsUn. 


V.I«Uoa. 


3 


[ni[l& 


a™.. 


Aug. 27. 


Allegan, 


«697;74r66 


•2,093 28 




Branch, 


822,553 3213 


do 


2,467 66 




Berrien, 


714,928 003 


do 


2,144 78 




Barry. 


582,R52 00 3 


do 


1,747 95 




Celhoun, 


l,{I40,93a 00 3 


do 


4.922 81 




Ca^ 


976,287 94 3 


do 


2,928 86 




Chippewa, 


74,r)84 50 3 


do 


223 75 




Clinron, 


636,881 66 3 


do 


1,910 64 




Eatoa, 


601,966 62 3 


do 


1,805 90 




Genesee, 


917,423 07 3 


do 


2,752 28 




Hillsdale, 


1,278.895 41 3 


do 


3,836 69 




loDift, 


429,023 37 3 


do 


1.287 07 




inghajn. 


732.305 54 3 


do 


2.196 92 




Jackson, 


1,497.878 00 3 


do 


4,493 63 




Kalamazoo, 


1,203,367 fl0|3 


do 


3,880 10 




Kent, 


691,842 37 


3 


do 


2,075 63 




Livinnlon, 


1,065.760 Oa 


3 


do 


3,287 28 




Lenawee, 


2,449,311 00 


3 


do 


7,347 98 




Lapeer, 


1,089,826 60 


3 


do 


3.269 43 




Monroe, 


1,532,766 44 


3 


do 


4,598 30 




Macomb, 


1,082.005 19 


3 


do 


3,246 02 




Mackinac, 


126,0.14 00 


3 


do 


878 10 




Oakland, 


2,330.551 00 


3 


do 


6,991 65 




Ottawa, 


315,237 00 


3 


do 


945 71 




St. Clair, 


1,017,136 57 


a 


do 


3,051 41 






704,056 84 


3 


do 


2,3S2 17 




Sagmaw, 


253.9B4 47 


3 


do 


701 68 




St /oseph. 


992,811 06 


3 


do 


2.978 43 




Van Buren, 


404.099 54 


3 


do 


1,435 00 




Waahlennw, 


2,860,497 00 


3 


do 


8,599 49 




Wayne, 


4,572,861 00 


3 


do 


13,718 58 




«34,603,021 85 






»103,809 08 
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(E.) 

Detroil, Jvly 8, 1941. 
To the Avdilor General and State TreasuKer : 

Gehtlkhen — Annexed is a statement of my transactions last 
spring, relative to the United States bank, railroad iron, &c. Messrs. 
John Ward & Co. will transmit to you a slalement of their doings 
in the premises, so soon as they shall hove disposed of the United 
States bank bills, (Sic, when you will be enabled to introduce the 
diflerent items properly into your books, &c. Herewith, you have 
also a statement from the cashier of the United States bank, in New 
York, of the amount he poid me, dated April 22, 1841 — Henry 
Uwight's receipt for #165,505 75 in United States bank billa^re- 
caipt of John Word & (To., for $3,060 in United States bank hills, 
[equal to 42,947 80-100,) — agreement with Hicks d: Co. for r&il- 
raid iron — receipt of Hicks tc Co., (in duplicate,) for payment of 
railroad iron, in full, and their statement of account 
I am, gentlemen, 

Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

ROBERT STUART. 
N. B. Herewith I hand you also, all correspondence, from others, 
and copy of my letters you will find in the letter book. 



SlaUmetU of Robert Sluart, Treasurer, in relation to hit misnon, 
in April, 1841, to procitre railroad iron, and settle leith the UiU- 
Ud State* bank, for the April itutalment, Sfc. 
1641. 
April 22. Received United States bank bills, on ac- 

oonnt of instalment, $212,812 50 

31 per cent exchange in their bills, 7,960 47 

SI days' inlere*, T72 78 

8221,665 75 
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1841. CR. 

April 22. Paid to Messrs. John Ward & Co., on re- 
ceipt of Henry Dwight, for the bank of 
Michigan, in United States bank bills, $195,505 75 
Paid to ditto, in drafts of Bank of Michi- 
y^ gan, taken up by the United States bank, 

for (net amount 82,947 80,) 3,060 00 

Paid Hicks & Co., on account of railroad 
iron, in United States bank bills at 14 

per cent discount, (making net $19,550) 23,000 00 

I ii ■ 

$221,565 75 



N. B. Left instructions with Messrs. John Ward & Co., to ex- 
change and dispose of the amount paid over to them, as follows, viz: 

To refund themselves amount borrowed by me to pay coupons due 
on state bonds, in May, $3,700 ; to retain amount agreed by me to 
be paid on freight of railroad iron, $2,500, and amount they paid me 
for my personal expenses on this journey, $190 — making, in all, 
$6,390. To apply the residue, (when exchanged,) in liquidation of 
the state drafts to the Bank of Michigan. 

Exclusive of the above, I gave my two drafts on the United States 
bank, in New York, favor of Hicks & Co., payable 1st July, on ac- 
count of railroad iron, for $50,000 and $740 ; and a draft for bal- 
ance due them, on said bank, payable 1st of October next, for $1,- 
707 27-100. Mr. Ward will send statement of account, when the 
transaction shall be closed. 

ROBERT STUART- 
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(G.) 

nUe of unexpended appropriatiane an aceount of Internal Mprave- 

meni Fund^ 

Southern raflioad, 981,070 30 

Northern railroad, 42,056 42 

Saginaw canal, 20,155 60 

Havre hranch railroad, 19,089 16 

St. Marie's canal, 46,949 14 

Saltsprmgs, 4,206 07 

ImproTement of Grand and Kalamazoo river% 9,176 00 

Improvement of St Joseph river, 21,025 81 

Canal around Grand rapids, 24,780 64 

Central railroad, 241,190 49 

Saginaw turnpike, 1,123 39 

Northern turnpike, 30,000 00 

Detroit and Grand river road, 4,512 13 



$545,335 03 



(H.) 

Ahitract of the remaining instalments due from the United States 
Bank and Morris Canal and Banking Company^ on account of 
fne mUUon loan. 

Due from UnUed States Bank. 



10th instalment di 


le October 1, 1841, 


8218,437 50 


11th do 


January 1, 1842, 


221,250 00 


12th do 


April 1, 1842, 


224,062 50 


13th do 


July 1, 1842, 


226,875 00 


14th do 


October 1, 1842, 


229,687 50 


15th do 


January 1, 1843, 


186,000 00 



$1,306,312 50 
Due from Morris Canal and Banking Company. 
4th instalment due April 1, 1840, $67,187 50 

5th do iJaly 1, 1840, 68,125 00 



Carried forward, $ $1,306,312 50 

Vol. II. 10 
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Brought forwwd. 


e W,806,313 50 


eth instalment due October 1, 1840, 


69,062 60 


7th 


do 


January 1, 18*1, 


70,000 00 


eih 


do 


April 1, 1841, 


70,937 SO 


9lh 


do 


July 1, 1641, 


71,875 00 


10th 


do 


October 1, 1641, 


72,812 60 


11th 


do 


January 1, 1842, 


73,750 00 


12th 


do 


April I, 1842, 


74,697 60 


18th 


do 


July 1, 1842, 


74,625 00 


14th 


do 


October 1, 1842, 


76,562 50 


16th 


do 


January 1, 1S4S, 


62,000 00 












$2,156,037 50 



(I) 



Due to the Internal biprovement Fund froi 


It the following sourcet. 


Bank of Gibraltar, 


920,000 00 




2,050 63 


L. S. Humphrey, 


30,115 40 


W. R. Thompson, 


6,736 85 


E. H. Lothiop, 


303 88 




«59,206 74 







STATEMEinj 


hUoflH. 


""ihw'iwr""" 


'"1 


•noyember 14, iM5. 
March 21 and Nol > 
vember 15, 1837. C 
June 32, 1S37. 
March 5, 1888. 
Maich 32, 1838. 
April 19, 1839. 
April 10, 1838. , 
April 6, 1838. 

do 
September 1, 1838. 


«100,0U0 ou 
5,000,000 00 

30,000 00 
100,000 00 

30,000 00 
^,000 00 
106,000 00 
100,000 00 
100,000 00 

31,000 00 


General fund 
Internal improTemet 
Palmyra and Jacksoi; 
Detroit and Pontiac i 
Erection of a penite; 
do do 
do univer 
Allegan and Marshal 
YpslTanti and Tecum 
Delinquent ta.x fund. 




•5,611,000 00 





oly 



MxnAk 80, 1840. 


»21,610,00 


Delinquent taxes t 


do 


24,110 00 


du do 


do 


21,810 00 


do da 


do 


16,130 00 


do do 


do 


17,850 00 


do do 


do 


16,090 00 


do do 


April 13, 1841. 


3,950 00 


do do 


do 


4,550 00 


do do 


do 


8,040 00 


do do 


do 


8,765 00 


do do 


do 


24,955 00 


do do 


do 


25,880 67 


do do 




•5,807,490 67 





I or 

»8« 



irly 
•oly 
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Seporl of tie Agent of State PeniterUiary. 
To E. P. HAstnioa, Auditor General, Michigan : 
The iinderaigned respectfully siibmila the following report : 
By an act of the legislature of 1841. ihe sum of five thousand dol- 
loTB was appropriated for " continuing the building of the state pris- 
on j" the office of building commissioner was abolished and the du- 
ties of said office were required to bo performed by the agent- Du- 
ring their last session, iho legislature also provided for the payment 
ofaundry old claims againct the prison, amounting' in all to 92,407 
i2, " to be paid out of any moneys appropriated for the further con- 
struction of said prison," leaving only ¥2,503 68 to be expended up- 
on the works at this place. Of this amount 82,500 00 was received 
by the undersigned, on the 24th day of September last. 

The wall upon the west side of the yard, having been commenced 
Vy the late commissioner, it was deemed advisable to extend ihia wall 
SO far around the yard as the limited amoimt of funds received, would 
allow. Upon examination it was found that a large quantity of stone 
could bo easily obtained, upon land owned by the state, in the im- 
mediatft vicinity of (his wall, a number of convicis have been em- 
ployed in digging these stones, which have yielded so well, thai only 
about seven hundred perch of stone have heen purchased from indi- 
viduals ; a great expense having in this manner been saved to ihe 
state, which was overlooked by ihe late commissioner. 

The west and north walls are now completed, making in all over 
I,(^ feel of wall, and leaving about 500 feel lo be built, upon tho 
east aide of the yard. This work was commenced about the middle 
of May last, and has been constructed mainly by the labor of con- 
victs, who, at that time, were men of little or no experience in the 
business. It was my intention to carry this wall around lo the north 
side of the conlemplated east wing of the prison, but the inclemency 
of the season prevented, and forced an cnlire suspension of the work. 
In conse<|UPace of the old work shops, in which many of the con- 
victs are employed, being dctatched and situated in diffi^rent parts of 
tha yard, and in other respects objectionable, 1 have erected a range 
of two story brick walls, for workshops, one hundred feet long and 
fifly-lwo f^et wide. It is contemplated to complete these shops early 
in the spring, so as to employ the labor of convicts niort; extensively 



64 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

in the dilTercnt iradeE. Aod it is anticipated that the labor which is 
now lost to the state, in consequence of old age, and the inability of 
many to perform arduous duties, may be advantageously employed, 
(after the erection of looms and other conveniences,) in manufac' 
turing their own clothing ; thus greatly diminishing one of the chief 
expenses of their support 

During the past season, there has been laid in the wiUls and foun- 
dation to work shops, four thousand one hundred and ninety-three 
perch of stone, and in the work shops and chimneys, two hundred 
and three thousand bricks; also, seven hundred and liny feet of cut 
stone, for door end window silla and caps to work shops. 

In the report of the lost commissioner, it is stoled " that forty-two 
cells were completed at that time, (November 16, 1840.) and forty 
more were in a slate of forwardness that would insure their comple- 
tion within the month." When the said commissioner left the works 
under my charge, forty-four cells were completed in the manner stap 
ted in said report. Since which time, twenty-four cells have beoD 
covered with cut stone, and other stone are now cut in readiness for 
BIX more, leaving eight cells of the "entire tier" still arched with 
brick, as left by the first commissioner, Benjamin Porter. 

When the late commissioner commenced upon the duties of his 
office, a large quantity of building materials were on hand, consist- 
ing of cut stone, rough stone, bricks, lime, timber for roof, &c., &ic., 
as will appear more fully upon reference to the inventory of pro- 
perty transferred to him by Jonas H. Titus, commissioner. Thus, 
upon examination, it will be noticed, that the comparison in the lost 
commissioner's report, exhibiting a much greater amount of work 
accomplished with less money in 1640 than in 1839, was an unfair 
representation, inasmuch as a large sum of money was expended by 
J. H. Titus, commissioner, in the purchase of said materials, for con- 
tinuing the works under the superintendence of his successor. At 
the time the duties of building commissioner devolved upon me, there 
were no materials, (with the exception of lime and bricks,) left to 
commence witlt, and, without funds, the progress of the work was 
necessarily slow ; yet it will appear by a comparative view of the 
amount of work executed in 1840 and 1841, with the different suim 
approprialed, thst the holance is greaily in fnvor of the last season. 
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therdty proring that amall appn>[tfuttioiiB, well applied, with the Ur 
bor of coDvictii advance the progres of the prison buildings much 
more than large sums, when disbursed with more regard to the pro- 
motion of the interesta of private individuals, than to thoee of the 
Btate. 

It is believed that the residue of the prison may be built with small 
■miifl Appropriations, together with the labor of the convicts, so as 
to render the expense of its erection much less than by adopting the 
oonrse heretofore pursued. 

Herewith, annexed, will be found a complete list of receipts and 
expenditures upon the two departments of the prison under my con- 
trol, during the past year, by which it appears, that ahhough the la- 
bor of the convicts has chiefly been applied upon the building depart- 
ment, and the number confined at the prison increased during the 
year, from forty-four to sixty-six, the expenses for their support, pay 
-of guards' wages, iec, amount to about three thousand dollars leas 
than in the year 1640. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
Agent State Prison. 

SltUe Priton Oj^ce, Jaekton, Noc. 30, 1841. 
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Dtwid Adams, Agatt, ui 


aecoMU witk ihg 




DR. 




1840. 






OcU 31. 


To balance cash as per report, to. date, 


IH41 88 


Deo. 4. 


received from treasury. 


1,000 00 


31. 


for worli by convicts, 


122 OL 


1841. 






Jan. 31. 


do do 


39 23 


Feb. 15. 


from treasury, 


- 1.000 00 


28. 


for work by convicts. 


64 10 




for rent, 


87 32 


Mar. 18. 


from treasury. 


1,000 00 


81. 


for work by convicts. 


88 00 


April T. 


for rent, 


18 38 


30. 


do 


23 14 




for convict labor. 


13 25 


May 31. 


do do 


15 68 


July 1. 


from treasury. 


1,000 00 


6. 


for convict labor. 


8 70 




for rent, 


51 72 


Aug. 5, 


from treasury, 


1,000 00 




for lumber sold. 


1 80 


7. 


for rent, 


32 50 


Sopl. 22. 


from treasury, 


1,000 00 


30. 


for convict labor. 


5 50 




Charles H. Knox, one pair hand cufis. 


2 25 




W. Tabor, one pair boots, (convicts) 


2 00 


Oct. 1.5. 


treasury, 


1,000 00 


:«. 


rent, 


32 50 




convict clothing sold, 


13 00 




for convict labor to date, 


lis 95 




»e,122 81 


1841. 






Ocl. 31. ■ 


To Lalancc in Lands of D. Atlams. agent. 


«5d 48 
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CMnot DepartmetU of the Staia Priton, at Jackson. 

1840. CR. 

Not. 30. By thia unount of vouchera rendered Budi' 







tor general 


this date, 


9450 08 


Dec 31. 


do 


do 




do 


1,093 01 


thrcb 6. 


do 


do 




do 


1,236 OS 


M.y 8. 


do 


do 




do 


1,022 37 


July SI. 


do 


do 




do 


1,072 79 


Sept. 6. 


do 


do 




do 


1,046 68 


Ocfr 10. 


do 


do 




do 


1,071 S3 


31. 


do 


do 




do 


1,074 12 




Balance 


in hands of 


ajjent 


this date, to 






balBnce accouQtr 






66 48 



88.122 8 1 
SttUe of Michigan, County of Jachon, ss : 

Darid Adams, Ihe agtfnl, and S. W. Whilwell, llie clerk of the 
state prison, at Jackson, aeverally make oath and say, that the fore- 
going statement of account is correct and true, according to the best 
of their knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHITWELL. 
Subscribed and sworn to, this 30th day of November, A. D. 1841. 
before me. 

F. LIVERMORE, Jmke of the Peace. 
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1840. DH. 

OoL 81. TobalRiicecadl'iinpoitadtOMidilargaBB' 

nltothitdate, ^Ui 88 

Dei!. 4. Received from treaaaiy, par aUtiUtor gsBfr- 

ral'a waiTKBl, ' 1(000 W> 

81. do do sundry peraoa fi^r wtnt in ihqwt is&r . 19)t 01 
1841. 

Jan. 81. do do do -, da - 

Feb. 1&. do treABury per uuUlor gensnl mnaiilr 

28. do Boitdry pereqiu for woifc in ihope, 

do W. Fulkeiwai, for tent, 

Mbt. 18. do traasury per auditor geO«r«l*a wuauit, 

31. do Bundriea for oonvict labor, 
April T. do Isskchsr Hammond, for rent, 
80. do James C. Broadt, do 
do sundries for convict Uiar, 
Hay 31. do do do 

July I. do treasury per auditor general's warrant, 
6. do sundries for convict labor, 
do do rent, 

Aug. 5. do treasury per auditor general's warrant, 
do lumber sold, 
T. do Irus Hammond, rent, 
Sept. 22. do treasury per auditor general's wamnt, 
SO. do Hundries for convict labor, 

do Chas. H. Knox, for 1 pair hand cufi sold, 
do W. Tabor, one pair boots, property of 
Norton, convict, 
Oct IS. do treasury per auditor general's warrant, 
31. do Irus Hammond, rent to date, 
do sundries for coavict's clothes sold, 
do do labor by convicts, dec. 



u» 


IkOWMI 


«4 10 


>T n 


1,000 00 


68 OO 


MM 


m u' 


uu 


10 08 


1.000 00 


8 70 


SI 73 


1,000 00 


1 80 


32 ISO 


1,000 00 


6 00 


2 W 


300 


1,000 00 


S3 90 


13 00 
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Omnct Department of tie Stale PrUan. 
1840. CR. 

Thefollomng twtu dUJmraed on aceoitrU of State PriMtm, from llu 
Ut of November, 1640, lo 3lst October, 1841. 

WlMl Kcoaoi, Norecelploriiivolu!. Dgllin. 

"D-atuporling Cowoicla to Pruon. 
Not. 10. Paid David Adams' expenses, 

1 convict from Berrien Co. $39 68 

Dec. 8. do two do from Washtenaw 

county, B 13 

22. N. B. Hammond, 2 do from 

Wayne county, R. 34 12 50 

28. A. E. Lyon, 1 do from Mon- 
roe county, 41 10 63 ' 
1841. 

Jao. 4. do 1 do from Wayne county, 44 7 91 

Pflb.2a David Adams,! do from Oak- 
land county, 15 37 
Mar. 3. N. R. Hammond, 2 do from 

Genesee county, 09 17 88 

IS. David Adams, three do from 

Wayne county, 11 63 

25. C. H. Knox, sherifi; two do 

from St Joseph county, 107 36 50 

April 20- David Adams, three do from 

Oakland county, 42 25 

28. S. Eastman, 4 do from Cass 

and Berrien counties, 125 62 IS 



July I. David Adams, iive do from 




Wayne county, 


24 81 


Aug. 6. do 2 do from Waghteuaw 




county. 


7 60 


18. do 1 do from Monroe cou'y, 


4 76 


Aug. la J. B. Pierce, use of horse & 




buggy for do, 1B7 


6 00 


Carried forward, 


• • 
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'1^ David AdamSf AgerUp in aecoutU with the 
1841. -r DR. 

%^ Brought forward, $8,122 80. 






'*, 



.■i 



4 . 



Carried forward, $8,122 81 



» 
f 
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Vonvict Department of the State Frisoih . 
1841. CR. 

Brought forward, ( $ 

Sept. 22. Paid David Adams, ten con- 
victs from Wayne county, R. 67 00 
Oct 5. C. H. Kdoz, 1 do from St 

Joseph county, 218 8 00 

13. G. W. Beckwith, 1 do from 

Cass county, 322 29 00 

23. S. W. Whilwell, 1 do from 

Lenawee county, 229 7 50 

31. James McKinney, 1 do from 

Van Buren county, 240 26 00 

I 

Convict clothing, bedding, i[c. 
1840. 
Not. 20. Paid Henry Tisdole for 1 pair 

miUeiiB, I. 4 tl 00 

Dec. 11. D. F. Dwight &. Ca, bedtick- 

ing for shirds, 53 05 

1841. ' 

Mar. 5. Wm. Fulkerson, clothes for 

Foster, convict, R. 90 4 00 

April 20. W. P. &, L. Coaaick, ker- 
sey, &C., I. 18 28 13 
P. M. EveJBtt & Co., sun- 
dries, 19 IB 88 
M. B. & J. W Medbury, sun- 
dries, 20 131 43 
28. Joseph Rodgers, for cutting 

convicts' clothes, R. 126 1 50 

July 2. Henry Tisdole, for cloth, I. 28 34 75 
W, P. Kassick, for sattinet, 34 11 56 
Green & Jessup, for ticking, 25 6 47 

P. M. Everett & Co., do 29 3 94 

J. Z. Sackett, thread, 28 1 66 

Carried forward, ' • 



* 



(XT JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Damd Adami^ Agenit u* aetomU with the 
1841. DR. 

Brought forward, * $8,122 61 



^ 

* 



Carried forward, $8,122 81 



JOINT POCUMENTO. 
GwrnM Departmatt of the 8taie Prutm. 
1641. CR. 

Brought forward, S 9 

July 2. Paid D. F. Dwight di Co., 

sundries, I. 29 47 37 

Green & Bailey, ticking, &c SO 1 91 

Aug. 7. IruB Hammond, 1 vest for . , 

convict on discharge, R. 183 2 00 

, 37. Lourenco ie Barber, shoes 
furnished convicts fnxn 1st 
April to date, 1^4 & 19S 116 71 

SepL 22. Randolph & Brothers, blan- 
kets, &C, I. 36 I3e 55 
27. M. B. i; J. W. Medbury, 

cloth aod sundries, 37 190 13 

W. P. Eassick, do 38 20 01 

D. T. Merriman, thread, 39 50 

P. M. Eyerett & Ca, do 40 >« 60 

John Sumner, materials for 
clothes, te , 41 41 51 

Oct 26. Henry Tiadale, do 45 9 75 

31. M. B. &: J. W. Medbury, do 47 44 27 

Dwight & Fiske, do 4B 12 99 

K S. Lathrop, do 60 10 07 

L. P. Gregg, cutting cloth's 
for convicts, 51 17 63 

9. W. Whilwell, pantaloons 
for Green, convict, R. 247 3 00 



Paid E. D. Merriman, for 2 
lbs. black lead. L 

E. J. Bunt, for 2 lbs. tallow, I. 

S. Eastman, leather, 

James C. Bradt, one wagon 
for transporting convicts to 
prison, R. 

Carried forward, 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Danid Ailams, AgenI, in accmnt with Ihe 
DK. 
fotward, «8,122 61 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Cmnct DepartntetU of the 8tat« Priion. 
1841. CR. 

Brought forward, • $ 

Nov. 10. Paid A. C. Ford, two wagon 

boxes, R. 2 5D 

Dec 8. Moore in Hitchcock, adver- 
tising in St Gazette, 1. 5 2 00 
Eldred & Son, leather, sheet 
iron, &c, 6 138 16 
Jackson St Furnace Conk. 
4,250 lbs. stove castings, 8 286 87 
11. John Owen, medicines for 

hospital, 10 6 18 

26. Joel Roberts, cell tubs, R. 40 2 50 

Jan. 4. W. Fish, for bristles, R. 45 50 

11. Joel Roberts, for cell tubs, R. 46 2 00 

13. S. Harrington, 36 lbs. can- 
dles, R. 4S 5 76 
23. Rob't Blain, for two bushels 

hair, I. 14 2 25 

Feb. 10. Gea B. Cooper, postage, R. 61 4 25 

28. Eldred & Son, for oil, can- 
vass, &C., I. 15 74 00 
Mar. 3. H. B. Lathrop, for wheels 

for hand cart, R. 94 2 00 

a. W. H. Monroe, for soap, R. 101 80 

18. Z. Chandler, for blankets, I. 16 7 00 
27. Jno. Howel, for repairing 

wagon, R. 108 

31. Jas. C. Dyer, for sundries, I. 17 
April 7. Joel Roberts, for cell tubs, R. 107 
20. Geo. B. Cooper, for postage, R. 124 
Dawson & Bates, for adver- 
tising, I. 21 
June 12. S. Town, for brooms, B. 144 
July 2. G. B. Cooper, for postage, R. 103 

Carried forward, 



2 63 


1 22 


12 00 


6 57 


6 50 


6 00 



-%-.. 







M JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

jDavui Adamif Agmiif in aecounU mtk ii$ 
1841. DB. 

Brought forward, $8,122 81 



Carried forward, $8,122 81 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Cotmct Depttrtnteni of tie State Prison 
1841. CR. 

Brought forwiird, 
July 2. Paid Jno. McLean, for one 

truss for Bowker,(convicl,) I. 23 
A. Bigelow, for tin wore, I. 26 
3. W. R. DeLand, for adminis- 
tering oalhs, R. 166 
Aug. 27. Moore &i Hitchcock, for ad- 
vertising, I. 34 
Sept. 11. Thos. A. Swin, for 1 pistol, B. Idd 
27. Chester Yaie, for lin cups, 1. 42 
Oct 5. Geo. B. Cooper, for postage, R. 219 
15. Randolph & Brother, for lied 

spreads, I. 44 

31. A. Bigelow, for tin ware, I. 49 

W. P. Kasaick, for oil, &c., I. 46 

Guards. 
1840. 

Nov. 13. Paid E. Allen, for 7 days ser- 
vices, R. 3 
20. Thomas A. Swift, on acc"t 

services, 5 

25. James Turner, do 10 

30. Issacher Hammond, to date, II 

Wm. Fulkerson, to date, 13 

Vec. 7. Reuben Swift. toNov. 30th, 

1840, 19 

James Turner, do 16 

T. A. Swift, do 17 

8. Walter Tabor, do 18 

M. Harrigan, do 10 

IruB Hammond, do 20 

D. C. Richardson, do 21 

J. L. Richardson, do 22 

Carried forward, 
VqL II. 13 



1 50 


4 00 


I 00 


3 17 


15 82 


13 32 


3 65 



8 13 
5 00 
33 75 
33 75 

33 75 
28 75 
25 62 
33 75 
33 75 
33 76 
33 75 
19 66 



, ..■.;■■■ » 



98 JOINT DOCUMENTS, 

David Adamtj Agent, in dceauntvnth the 
1841. DR. 

Brought forwant (89I22 81 






Carried forward, $8,122 81 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 



99 



Ccnoicl Department of the 8taie Prison, 
1841. CR. 

Brought forwardy 
Dec 14 Paid Iss'r Hammond^ on ac- 



$ 





county 


R. 29 


10 00 


21. 


James Blaney, 71 days, 


82 


8 19 


22. 


Thos. A. Swift, on account, 


83 


12 00 


81. 


Iss'r Hammond, do 


42 


5 00 


1841. 








Jan'y 4 


Reuben Swift, do 


43 


10 00 


18. 


J. L. Richardson, do 


50 


10 13 


27. 


Tho's A. Swift, do 


52 


10 00 


Feb. 2. 


do do 


54 


5 00 


a 


do do 


55 


10 00 




Wm. Fulkerson, do 


56 


5 00 


4 


Walter Tabor, do 


58 


8 00 


Id. 


Jno. Smitherman, 2} days, 


62 


2 81 


18. 


Jas. Turner, to 8 1st Decem- 








ber, 


68 


84 87 




do to date, 


64 


18 00 




A. E. Lyon, to date, 


65 


20 25 




J. L. Richardson, to dlst De- 








cember, 


66 


24 74 




J. L. Richardson, for 11) 








days in January, 


67 


12 94 




Irus Hammond, to dlst Jan- 








uary, 


68 


69 75 


19. 

• 


Walter Tabor, do 


69-70 


66 75 




Issr Hammond, do 


71-2 


54 75 




M. Harrigan, do 


73 


47 81 




Wm. Fulkerson, do 


74-5 


64 75 




Tho's A. Swift, do 


76-7 


32 75 




Reuben Swift, do 


78-9 


59 75 




D. C. Richardson, do 


80-81 


69 75 


Feb. 24 


A. E. Lyon, on account, 


84 


15 00 




Tho's A. Swift, do 
Carried forward, 


85 


10 00 




$ 9 



100 



JOINT SOCUMBNTS. 



1811. DR. 

Brought forward, 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 
Ormct Department of the State PritoL 



May 





CR. 




■■.:■■ 




Brougjit forward. 




• "( 


27. 










count, R. 


dd 


5 00 


1. 


TWa A, Swift, do 


93 


21 60 




I. HuiuDODd, do B 


:. 93 


20 00 


3. 


D. a Richardson, do 


95 


18 00 


4. 


Irus Hunmond, to 3Sth Pel>> 








ruarjr. 


97 


31 60 


6. 


W. Fulkeroon, od nccount, 


98 


5 00 


6. 


A. E. Lyon, balance 2dth 








February, 


100 


16 50 


16. 


A. E. Lyon, lo date. 


103 


IS 8d 


23. 


M.HaTrigan,nmeandahsir 








days, 


100 


10 69 


30. 


D. C. Richardson, lo date, 109-10 


49 25 


31. 


T. A. Swift, to date, 
Reuben Swift, to 28th Feb- 


114 


34 68 




ruary, 


115 


31 .50 


17. 


Walter Tabor, do 


116 


31 50 




I. Hammond, to 31sl March, 118-19 


41 38 


10. 


VVm. Fulkerson, to2eth Fe- 








bruary, • 


120 


26 50 


14. 


L Hammond, on occount, 


131 


8 00 


29. 


Irus Hammond, do 

Jas. C. Bradt, servicoe in Fe- 


127 


23 80 




bruary, 


128 


1 25 


30. 


Wm. Fulkerson, services to 








31flt March, 


129 


34 88 




M. Harrigan, services to date, 


130 


27 00 


3. 


T. A. Swift, services to 30th 








April, 


131 


33 75 




Walter Tabor, on account, 


132 


5 00 


11. 


C S. Elwell, do 


133 


4 44 


13. 


M Harrigan, do 


134 


11 18 




Gaarried forward, 




• 



• t 

a « 

• • • 



lOa •-.. JOINT DOCUMENTS. 






DoBid AdamSf Agent j in acccmiU with the 
1841. .; V' DR. 

..'."' Brought forward, $8,122 81 






m 



• •• * 



Carried forward, $6,122 81 



JOINT DOCCMENTS. 
Conoiet Department of the 8late PrUtm. 
1841. OE. 



Brought forward, 




• • 


May 13. PaidT. A. Swift, on account, R. 1»5 


6 19 


J. L. Richardson, do 


136 


1 88 


C. S. Elwell, do 


187 


8 00 


Edgar Swift, do 


138 


4 50 


I. HanunoDd, do 


139 


1 60 


Ina Hammond, do 


140 


3 50 


17. J. L. Richardson, do 


141 


3 00 


July S. Edgar Swift, to 30th April, 


146-6 


39 38 


1. Hammond, to 30th June, 147-8-9 


86 25 


Inn Hammond, to thirty- 






firat May, 151-2-3 


72 33 


W. Tabor, to 31st March, 


164 


29 88 


W. Tabor, on account. 


165 


13 37 


C. S. Elwell, to 31st May, 


156-7 


39 93 


Wm. Fulkeraon, on account, 


158 


64 75 


M. Harrigan. do 


159 


19 82 


J. L. Richardson, to thirtieth 






April, 


160 


30 00 


Reuben Swift, to 31st March, 


161 


34 88 


J. L. Richardson, on account, 


162 


t9 50 


7. T. A. Swift, to 30th June, 


165-6 


54 81 


Aug. 5. W. Fulkerson, to 31st July, 


172-3 


61 00 


T. A. Swift, to Slat July, 


174 


27 00 


R. Swift, do 


175 


118 25 


Edgar Swift, do 


176 


83 00 


Irua Hammond, do 


177 


61 00 


las'r Hammond, do 


178 


31 60 


M. Harrigan, to'SOlh June, 


179 


30 00 


W. Tabor, to 31st May, 


180 


61 38 








July, 


181 


72 50 


C. S. Elwell, do 


162 


61 00 




169 


14 13 



*■ ■■ . 

ICKNTDOCniffiNTO 

DB. 
Bnusbt ronnid, t8,lSa ei 



C&rried fonranj. 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

COKBUt DefortmeiU of the State Pritm. 





CR. 








Brought forward. 




• » 


. 27. 


T. A. Swift, <iccouQt, 


R. 190 


10 50 




I. Hammood, do 


191 


8 09 




R. Swift, do 


192 


6 94 


. 11. 


T. A. Swift, balance to date, 


197-8 


85 00 


27. 


Irua Hammond, account, 


201 


40 00 


28. 


W. Tabor, to 30th June, 
I. Hammond, to 31st Au- 


203 


80 00 




gust, 


204 


21 88 




M. Harrigan, do 


20S 


02 00 




D. Gidley, do 


206 


22 00 


30. 


M. Harrigan, to 30th Sep- 








tember, instant. 


207 


80 00 




W. Tabor, do 


208 


92 00 




Daniel Gidley, do 


209 


30 00 




W. Fulkeraon, to SIM Au- 








gust, 


210 


SI 00 




1. Hammond, to 30Ib Sep- 








tember, 


311 


30 00 




J. L. Richardson, do 212-13 


46 87 




Irus Hammond, do 


214 


20 60 




C. S. Elwell, 10 date. 


216 


58 50 


5. 


D.R Wilcox, 111 days' SM- 








yices. 


217 


11 50 


19. 


S. G. Porter, services in 








March last. 


220 


8 56 


8ft 


Iss'r Hammond, to 3Ist Oc- 








tober, instant. 


230 


SO 50 




Irua Hammond, do 


231 


31 50 




■Wm. Fulkerson, do 


233 


62 00 




W. Tabor, do 


238 


81 00 




C. S. Blwell, do 


234 


81 00 




M. Harngan, do 


235 


31 00 




R. Swift, do 


336 


82 56 








• • 



106 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 



David Adams, Agent, in aecovnt Kith the 
1841. DR. 

Brought rorward, |:B,123 81 



« ■ 



1 



Carried Jbrwiird, 



•W-" . : * A tStiaa 8i 



JOINT DOCHMENTa 







1841. 


CR. 






Brought forward, 


« 


OcL sa 


Paid J. L. Richardson, to 






3Ut October, instant, R. 237 


81 50 




Dan'l Gidley, <Jo 238 


81 00 




T. A. Swift, do 839 


28 00 




Jno. Dandle, two days, 941 


2 00 


31. 


W. Hun]noml,6idays, 246 
Purmifig fugitite eonvicit. 


6 60 
i 


1840. 






Not. 21. 


Paid J. B. Clark, following 
convicts escaped June 1, 






1840, R. 4 


«2 00 


1B41. 






Feb. 8. 


N. R. Hammond, following 





Gray and Murdock, 
Davis & Whitwood, for horse 
hire, 



1840. 
Not. 22. 



Dec. 14. 



PaidH. 
charge, 

W. Van Ayery, 
N. Slickle, 
H. Gardinier, 
26. G. Knapp, 
J. Wilson, 
A. Ross, 
Jas. Esty, 
Jan. 18. S. S. Doty, 
Feb. 3S. S. D. Poster, 
28. John Hay, jr., 
H. B. Houghton, 

Carried forward^ 



Ditcharged Convict*. 
White, on dis- 



do 

do 



8 00 
3 00 
8 00 
3 00 
8 00 
8 00 
2 00 
2 00 

2 00 
8 00 

3 00 
8 00 



^^^C^^H 


lOB 


JOINT DOCUMENTS. 




1841. 


David Adama, Agent, in i 
DR. 
Brought forward, 


Lccount teilk the 

«S,122 81 ■ 



JOINT D0CUMENT8. 
Omntel Department of the State PtUor. 



Brought forwud, 
April IS. Paid J. Rodgcn, on dis- 





charge, . 


R. 122 


3 00 




Sylvester Lattie, do 


123 


3 00 


May 28. 


C. B. Craodall, do 


143 


3 00 


JuQO g. 


A. P. Streeter, do 


143 


3 00 


Aug. 12. 


Orrin Derby, do 


184 


3 00 


15. 


Peter Loomis, do 


185 


3 00 


16. 


L. Genereau, do 


186 


3 00 


SepLll. 


Alva Allison, do 


196 


3 00 


Oct 10. 


J. C. Mitchell, do 


320 


3 00 




Royal Parker, do 


. 221 


3 00 


22. 


L. Cavanaugh, do 


327 


3 00 


31. 


Geo. F. Bum, do 

do cash received 
from bim Oct 26, 1839, by 


243 


3 00 




J. H. Tilus, agent. 


244 


1 84 
70 84 




ProoieUmt. 






1B40. 








Nov. 35. 


Win. Hammond, account. 


R. 9 


100 00 


Dec. T. 


Wm. Hammond, to 30th No- 








iiember, 


14 


138 86 


Feb. 19. 


8. W.Stowell, boanliog con- 








victs from Dec. 1, to Jan.31, 


B2 


210 40 


Mar. 81. 


do from Feb. 1, to date, 


111 


200 95 


July 3. 


jlo from April 1, to May 31, 


150 


240 94 


3. 


do account in June, 


164 


4 75 


10. 


do do do 


169 


100 00 


Aug. 6. 


do balance convict board in 








June, 


170 


13 90 




do boarding convicte in July, 


171 


135 23 


Oct 16. 


do from Aug. 1, to Sept 30, 


224 


272 11 


31. 


do boarding convicts this 








month, • 


343 


167 83 

1,674 46 



JOINT DOCCMENTS. 



DaMAi^.'^"'- ""'""" 



BrougM 



forward, 



e9,W2 81 



CBitodfon"* 



»8,11B9> 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Comttel Departmaa of the BtaU Priaam. 
1640. OR. 

Brought forw&rd, 

Fraghi and TrtmtporUition. 
Dec 3. Paid B. W. Clark, teanaing 

iron, R. 13 

11. W. Parker, r&ilroad cbargea, I. 11 
do do 13 

21. £. B. Chapman, teaming 

leather, B. 81 



1641. 






Jan. IS. 


W. Parker, charges on sheet 






iron, I. IS 


8 03 


Aug. 6. 


do shiogles, &c, 31 


6 31 


SepL22. 


R. L. Spear, teaming ahin> 






gles, R.200 


7 58 




W. S. Warner, freight, blan- 






kets. 4ux, 302 


86 


Oct 14. 


J. W.Waleni teaming lum- 






ber, 323 


7 50 


1840. 


Traxelting Expeniei. 




Dec. 8. 




10 87 


1841. 






Jan. 8. 


do do 


10 87 


Feb. 15. 


do 'do 


10 88 


Har. 18. 


do do 


10 87 


July 1. 


do do 


10 68 


Aug. 6. 


do do 


10 87 


Oct 33. 


3. Whitwell, R.228 
Wood. 


10 87 


1840. 






Dec 9. 


C. C. Darling, for 47} cwk 






wood, R, ii&-26 


41 06 


26. 


J. P. Niflin, in account, 39 


10 00 




Carried forward. 


• 1 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Oand AHanu, Agml, in accouni witft Ihe 
DR. 
Brougbl fomuJ, ^^^^^ gj 



Carried forward. 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Cowria Departmetu tf lAo State Prwm. 
1841. CR. 





Brought forward, 




• • 


Jul 27. 


Paid J. P. Niffin, Ulaoce, 


R. 61 


21 82 


28. 


C. C. Darling, in account, 


53 


S 00 


Febi S. 


J. P. Niffin, do 


67 


9 00 


10. 


do do 


60 


5 OS 


20. 


C. C. Darling, 


88 


25 00 


24. 


F. Blockman, for wood. 


86 


4 00 


Mar. 6. 


do do 


102 


5 22 


16. 


A C. Richardson, 


104 


e 78 




C. C. Darting, account. 


105 


IS 00 


ai. 


Monroe dc Cbamberlin, 


112 


22 00 




G. W. Woodworlh, 311 cordS; 


, 113 


27 10 


Ang. 27. 


C. C. Darling, account, 
W. H. Monroe, account wood 


183 


le 00 




contract, 


103 


10 60 


Oct 4. 


John Clark, 


216 


30 00 


19. 


S. G. Porter, for 20 cord^ 


225 


17 40 


81. 


C. C. Darling, balance. 


245 


2 61 




Umher, 






1840; 








Dec. a 


F. E. Bush, for 1,600 lath. 


R. 2S 


12 80 


1841. 


• 






Aug. 6. 


Eldred ^ Son, for boanls, 








shingles, &c. 


S2 


69 24 




Labor. 






1840. 








Dec. 8. 


D. B. Wilcox, superintend- 








ing shoe shops, 


R. 24 


86 68 


14. 


R. R. Jones, work do, 


28 


8 88 


10. 


H. Lewis six days do, 


SO 


7 50 


1841. 








Jan. 13. 


R. R. Jones, brick work for 








stoves, 


47 


60 



« 



11« JOINT DOCUBfENTS. * -^ 

Damd Adamif AgeiU^ in aeeowU with tk9 
184L DR. 

Bnragbt forward, $8,123 81 



»• 



fe»«IB^H 



tB 122 81 




JOINT D0CDMENT8. U6 

Conmct Department of ike Suae PriioiL 
184L CR. 

Brought forward^ # $ 

C^ce Expeneet, 
1840. 

Dec & A. S. Bagg, stationery, I. 7 10 00, 

184L 

July & T. A. Swift, for one clock, R. 167 15 00 

Aug. 5. A. 6* Bagg, for pens, I. 83 75 

Sept. 22. S. L. Rood, do paper, 85 8 25 

Oct 15. A. S. Bagg, paper and pens, 48 3 75 

87 75 



V 



t8,066 83 



To amount of debits from page 6, #8,122 81 

8,006 88 

Balance to new account, 956 48 





«.. 






BecapitulatiofL 




Receipts during year ending 81st October, 


1841, t8,122 81 




Disbursements, 




Transporting convicts to 


prison. 


•426 17 


Clothing, bedding, dec. 




952 57 


Sundries, 




828 80 


Guards, 




8,658 84 


Pursuing fugitives. 




12 76 


Discharged convicts, 




70 84 


Provisions, 




1,574 46 


Freight and transportatioii, 


82 96 


Traveling expenses. 




76 11 


Wood, 




267 77 


Liumber, 




82 04 


Labor, 




55 76 


Office expenses, 




87 75 







Balance. 956 48 



UB 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 



Stitie of Michigan, County of Jackson, m : 

David Adums, ihe agent, and S. W. Whilwell, the clerit of the 
■tote pri.jon, at Jackson, severally make oath and say, thai the fore- 
going statement of account is correct &tid [rue in every respect, aO- 
oording to the beat of iheir knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHITWELL. 
Subscribed and sworn to, this SOth day of November, A. D. 1841f 
before me. 

F. LIVERMOBE, Justice of the Peace. 



w 



« 



118 JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Damd Adam»f Agent State Prieonf im 

1840. DR. 

Oct 81. To balance ca^ on hand, received from 

visitors, as reported to this date, $44 18 

1841. 

Oct 81. To this amoont received from visitors 
at the prison from the 1st of Novem- 
ber, 1840, to date, say 1, 105 persons, 
at 12i cents each, 140 87 



•108 60 



1841. 

Oct 81. t*o debit balance of this date, t08 80 



Ik. 
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ateotmt mik ike State t^ Michigait. ' 

1841. CR. 

Jon. i. By paid Charles Fox, chaplain to th« 
priaoo, for one quarter's salary, to 
November 24, 1840, at «100 pr an., •ZS 00 

April 1. Paid do for one quarter's soloiy, to Fo- 



bniary 24, 1841, 
14. Paid do seryices from 34th Februwy to 


3fi 00 




date. 


14 00 




salary, from 8lh May to date, 
pL 6. Paid D. Thomas, for aervices from Au- 


25 00 




gust 9, to date, 

Balance to SItt October, 1841, 


e 00 


•05 00 
98 50 



In compliance with sections eleven and twenty, of oQft number 
rixty-five, laws of eighteen bandred and forty. 
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To E. P. HASTiuns, Auditor General Michigan: 

David Adams, agent of the stato prison at Jackson, respeciraTIy 
reports the following accounts aa due to the convict deportment (rf* 

1841. 

OcL 31. William Daly, balance of account, 

1840, $ IB 

Thomas Johnson, balance of au- 



John S, Holmes, balance account, 


BO 


David Beeman, boots and shoes 




1840, 


5 00 


Joseph Wade, do do 


11 69 


E. B. Miller, do do 


5 39 


Wilson Ferris, brick moulds, A:c, 


1 44 


Joseph S. Ward, balance old ac- 




count, 1639, 


IB 60 


• Robert BlaiD, da do 1840, 


1 03 


United States, for the support of 




convicts sentenced to this prison 




by the U. S. diatrict court. 


1,436 88 
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TV E. P. HASTiNflB, Auditor General i 

flii — In compliance wilh the requirements of section sc^'enteenc^ 
** ftn acl to provide for the government and discipline of the stale pri- 
BoHi" I respectfully submit the following stotement of expenses in- 
curred in transporting convicts to the said prison, during the year 
ending on the 91st day of October, 1641. 

DAVID ADAMS,^ 
Ageta 8taU Priton. 



184a 

Nov. 11< In conveying prisoner Lawrence Cavanagh 

from Berrien county to said prison, t 

Doc 8. In conveying ErastusB.Crandall and George 
Rowland from Washtenaw county, 
28. In conveying Diamond Pearl and Joseph Du- 
bois from Wayne county. 
In conveying Williani Moriels from Monroe "^ 
county, 
1841. 
Jul 4. In conveying Anthony Gray from Wayne 

county, 
Feb. 17. In conveying Stephen Secord from Oakland 

county, 
If&r. 3. In conveying PelerDezalier and Calvin Hop- 
kins from Genesee county, 
18. In conveying Adam Bougge, Jesse Arnold and 

Thomas Cullen from Wayne county, 
2S. In conveying Andrew J. Gregg and Augustus 
Siisser from St. Joseph county, 
April SOl In conveying Thomas Bronnan, Peter Case, 
H. G. Sperbeck from Oakland county, 
38. In conveying James Woods, Orange Ha!slead| 
John Ogden and Orrin Derby from Cast 
and Berrien counties, 

Carried forwardt '% 
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Brought forward, 
July 1. la coaveyiag Michael Conlisk fnun Monroe 
coiutfi 

In conveying Benjunin F. Eorli John Cole, 
John Moore, Samuel Clay and Junes Car- 
low froin Wayne county, 
Aug. 5. In convoying Peter Rnflerty and William J. 
Brown from Washtenaw caonly. 

In conveying Washington White, H. A. Isaacs, 
Charles Porter, Thomas Burridge. G. W. 
Carpenter, James Carpenter, William Wil- 
son, D. Thompson, J. B. Owen and Nelson 
P. Perry from Woyne county, 
OcL 13. In conveying prisoner Charles M. Harris from 
Cass county, 

In coaveyiag prisoner Luther Stewart from 
St. Joseph county, 

In conveying prisoner Abram Bliss from Le- 
nawee county. 

In conveying prisoner James Steel from Van 
Buren county, 



hveentory of the real etfaie, work ikopt and other huilditigt on (JU 
friton ground ; also, of the tools, furniture and other effecia 4^ 
longing to Ike stale of Michigan ; the whole on hand the 3 Iff day 
of October, A. D. 1841, made in -pursuance of section ihiriylteo 
of •' An act to provide for the govemtnenl and discipline of the 
state prison." 

Houses wUhottt the prison inclotwe. 
One large frame house, for the use of the agent ; one stnaller 
frame house, occupied by the deputy keeper ; one other frame houaet 
rented to guards. 

Within the prison inclontre — Kitchen, 

Furniture for seventy convicts, consisting of tin plates, tin cups^ 

knins, forks, and spoons ; cooking utensils ; three tables ; two bar- 
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ber chairs ; kit of barber's tools ; apothecary's closet, with sundry 
drags, medicinesy dsc, 

Shoemakers and Tailor^ s shop. 

Sundry tools, lasts and work benches ; one box stove and twenty 
feet pipe. 

Coopers and Carpenter^s shop. 
Sundry tools ; one stove and twenty feet pipe. 

Blacksmith and Lock shops. 

Fixtures ; four sets tools ; one lever punch ; one patent balance ; 
one screw punch; one pair cutting shears; one pair scales and 
weights ; one old stove ; fifty-five hooks and three hundred and fiAy 
eyes for cell doors ; quantity of bar and scrap iron. 

Brick Drying Kiln, 

Furnace and pipe. 

Bam, 

One span horses, harness and two wagons; two chains ; two yokes; 
one sleigh ; two stone boats ; one car for drawing ston# ; one old 
wagon ; five bags ; twelve hundred feet pine lumber. 

Clerk^s Office, 

Furniture ; sundry accounts, books and papers ; one clock ; iron 
safe ; stove and eight feet pipe. 

Within the Cells. 

Iron and wood bedsteads and bedding, for seventy convicts; ibur 
large stoves and pipe ; cut stone for sL\ and one half cell coveis. 

Sundries. 

Twenty shovels ; twenty wheel-barrows ; six crowbars ; five punch 
bars; five picks; ten stone ho mmers ; eight axes; four hoes; eight 
trowels ; one buck saw ; one hand cart ; seventy chisels ; one gla* 
zier's diamone ; one horse power for raising stone ; two cranes ; one 
tackle and rigging ; one hundred and forty-seven pounds new rope ; 
one gallows stove ; one box stove ; one cook stove ; one large bell ; 
tax muskets ; five pistols. 



iW JOINT DOCUMENTa 

State ^ Miekigat, amatf of Jkdbm, n. 

David Adams, the agent, ajid S. W. Wliitvell, &t clerk of A* 
stale prison at Jsckran, fSTcnlly nake ootb oad say, that Uie for*- 
going inventory is comet aod true, ooconliug to the beat of ttwir 
knowledge and belieC 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHITWEU* 
Snbfcribed and Bwom to, thie 80th day of November, A. D. 18414 
before me. 

F. LIVERMOKB. 
AutUe of Uu PMe*. ^ 



[No. 5.] 

Annual report of the Inspectors of the State Prison at 
JacksoD, Michigan. 

State Pkison, 5 

Jaetson, December 23, 1841. 5 

To Teomab RowLAMt, Esq., Seerelary of Slate: 

So. — laclosed, I forwimi you the annual report of the Inspecton 
of the Slate Prison at Jackson. 

S. W. WHITWELL, 
Clerk of FrUon. 



REPORT. 

The Inspectors of the State Prison, for the state of Michigan, r» 
epectfully report : 

That the documents fumisbed them by the agent, in coafonnity ID 
law, and herewith submitted, exhibit a complete view of the trsq» 
actions of the prison, for the year ending October 81, 1841. 

lo noticing the report of the agent, it appears that there has been 
received, during the year — 
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Prom the aUte treasury, the sum of 97,000 00 
And for labor, die, which has been applied uptm the 

ooDTicI department, the sum of 630 03 

Add balance on hand, October SI, 1840, 441 68 



t8,122 Bl 



There has been expended for the support of convicts, 

payofguards'wagestandotherexpenses, tbesumof t8,066 33 

Leaving in the hands of agent, October 31, IS41, 956 48 

It should be observed, thai the labor of convicts has generally 
been applied upon the building department of the prison, in continu- 
ing the yard wall, commenced last year, and in erecting a new range 
of work shops. And it appears that, estimaling the value of work 
■ccomplished, at much less than it would have cost the state, had the 
course been adopted which was formerly pursued, viz : letting the 
jobs by contract to individuals, there has been earned a small excess 
over the amount drawn from the treasury. 

The board have constantly bad in view the importance of redu- 
dng, as for OS practicable, the expenses of the institution, and that 
dus object has, in some measure, been attained, will appear from a 
ocHnparisoD of the expenditures of 1840 and 1841. Showing, that 
although laboring under the embarrassment consequent upon iho ne- 
cewary use of a depreciated currency, and with a constant increase 
of prisoners, the expenses of the last year amoimt tn about $3,000 
less than in 1840 

In closing the accounts of the prison to the end of the fiscal year, 
there appears to be due from the United Stales, for the support of 
convicts sentenced by the United States court, for the district of Mi- 
chigan, the sum of #1,436 88. The account made up the 30th of 
June last, amounting to $1,303 60, was at that time forwarded to 
the United States marshal at Detroit, for adjustment, but still remains 
VDsettled. It is, however, confidently hoped, that this sum will soon 

lW|Mid. 
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From the report of l&atyMr, tbenappwntobaTabMainpnali 
on tfie Slst or October, 1840, U coafklK 

Received in the course of the year ending OctobU' 81, ., 

1841, including one escaped and retokan, 47 .., 

91 

Discharged during the year by expiitdioa oT mo- 

tence, 14 

do by pardon or remisaion of sentence, 11 

— 26 

Leaving in the prison October 3i, 1841, 06 do*' 

Since the close of the fisoal year, nine convicts have been reodi^' 
ed, four discharged by expiration of sentence, and one ptrdonedli 
leaving the present number seventy. "> 

By an account herewith submitted, there will appear the nanHi df 
the convicts received the past year ; counties in which they wetw 
tried ; crimes for which they Were sentenced ; ages and descriptioM 
of their persons, and the terms for which they were severally coav 
mitied. 

Copies of the monthly reports of the agent will be found annexe 
ed, to which we beg to refer for a more detailed account of the finan* 
cial transactions of the " convict depsrtment " of the prison. 

The convicts having been employed during the past year in a va- 
riety of ways, and in detached numbers, widely separated from each 
other, it has been Jeemed inexpedient to reduce the number of guturd^ 
which wus in contemplation at the time of our. Inst report. 

Ten guards are now employed at one dollar per day each, but it 
is anticipated (hat a less number will bo required when the worki 
itops, now in course of erection, shall be completed. 

In compliance with law, the agent contracted the services of six- 
teen convicts for one year from April last, at thirty-eeven and on«> 
half cents per day, each. It is believed that, in this manner, more 
can be realized to the statQ from the labor of convicts, under long 
sentences, than in any other ; but the board would respectfully mif^ 
gea. and recommend to the legislature, the propriety of so amending 
the existing law, as to authorize the agent to let their labor for a 
longer term than one year, to which he is at present limited. But 
thia would create an iiKreased demand for their services, and further 
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pranoto the intaresta of the state, as well aa those of the contractort 
W obTious, from (he fact tbot a great portion of the fiacal year ia cod- 
Bumed in inatructiDg convicts who have bad no previous esperietics 
in the busineaa for which they are designed. 

The facia thai no deaths have occurred during the past yeari or 
■ioce the establishment of ibe instilulion, and that few have been at- 
tacked with diseases, which have prevailed lo some extent in the ad- 
jacent country, prove that the skiil and attention of the phyaictan, 
together with the habits and nourishmeot of the convicts, have been ' 
highly conducive to their health. 

Much attention has been paid by the chaplain to the moral and 
religious instruction of the prisoners, and it is hoped and believed, 
that his exertions to improve their condition by advice and counsel, 
together with the opportunity afforded them for obtaining instruction 
from the bible, have produced a salutary effect. 

The inspectors, during the past year, in addition to their regular 
monthly and special meetings, have hud frequent opportunities of 
observing and examining the course pursued by the present agent 
and deputy keeper ; and it afibrds them much gratification to be ena- 
bled to Btate, that the affairs of the prison have been conducted and 
maDBged with a degree of akill and prudence which has effected an 
improvement in the police as well as in the financial departments, 
that has not been witnessed at any former period since the establish- 
ment of the institution. It is believed that the course of discipline 
pursued towards the convicts, during the past season, has had the ef- 
fect to produce good order and subordination, while the labor has been 
(lerformed with a great share of cheerfulness and good feeling on 
their part, and in many instances during the warm weather, to a vo- 
luntary extent, which it has bean found necessary to check, in order 
to guard against disease from undue exertion and extreme heat. 

We are also much gratified that, by constant attention at the pri- 
■on and intercourse with the convicts, the officers have so far suc- 
ceeded in obtaining a knowlcdgs of their different characters and 
di^KMitions, as to prevent the occurrence of a single escape during 
the past year. In recording the prosperous condition of the prison, 
it does not seem improper to remark, that these results Doay be par- 
tuJly attributed to that experience, which ia deemed important lo an 
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indiTiduKl in the proper mi efficient discharge of the duties pi 
log to the agency of ihis prison. 

The increase or convicts lends as to apprehend, that the present 
number of cells will soon be inrafficieni for thsir confinement, u^ 
in conclusion, it is respectfully but earnestly recommended, thataooM 
provision hi made by the ensuing legislature, to enable the agent to 
advance the progress of the works, with the labor of convicts, in oi^ 
der that (Jm prison will, at all times, be in a condition to receive and 
keep in security, all who may be sentenced to imprisonment tberwik 
All of which is respectfully sulmiitted. 

IRA a BACKUS, 
SHERMAN EASTMAN, 
M. B. HEDBERY, 

iupeeton. 
Blttie PrUony JtukaoH, Dec 32, 1811. 



To the Board ofintpeetors of the Stale Prison at Jackson; 
David Adams, (he agent, respectfully submits the following stat^ 

meni of ufliiirs relating to the convict department of that institution : 
Seceipts and ditburtetnentsfor the year ending October 31, 1841. 

1841. 

Received from treasury, per inspector's certificates, 97,000 00 

do for labor by convicts, 466 93 

do do rent, 195 50 

do do convicts clothing sold, 15 00 

do do lumber do 1 80 

do do 1 pair handcufis do 3 25 



$7,660 08 
Balance on band October 31, 1810, 441 88 





te,m ei 


CMra. 




Paid for provisioiUt 


•1,574 46 




852 57 


do guarifa. 


a,«68 81 


Cairisd forward. 


* « 
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Brought forward, $ 

Paid to prisoners discharged, 

do for trai!S[>ortation of convicts, 

do following fugitive convicts, 

do freight and transportation of goods, 

do agents' travelling expenses, 

do lumber, 

do labor, 

do stationery, dsc, 

do fuel and sundry expenses. 



70 84 
426 17 
12 78 
S2 96 
76 11 
82 04 
65 76 
37 75 
1,091 07 



Balance in hands of agent, October 31, 1841, 

The whole number of convicts remaining in the pris- 
on November 1, 1840, 

Whole number of convicts received into prison during 
the year ending October 31, 1841, 

Discharged from prison during the year ending Octo- 
ber 31, 1841, by expiration of sentence, 

pardon or remission of sentence. 

Remaining in prison October 31, 1841, 

Employment. 
Shoemakers, on contract. 

Coopers do 

Blacksmiths do 

do for state. 

Tailors do 

Carpenters in building work shops, dsc, 

Building yard wall and in stone quarries, 

Cooking, washing, d»%. 

Barber, 

Wood cutters. 

Unemployed in consequence of sickness and old age, 



f8,066 33 
856 48 

44 

47 
91 



14 
11 



25 
66 

6 

8 

2 
S 

22 
7 
1 
2 
6 

66 



Vol. 11. 



17 



1» 
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The limited amount of money appropriated for ctnitinufiig the 
building of the state prison the post year, and the imporlaDce uf ad- 
vancing the yard wall, has induced me to employ a large number of 
CODvicts, and to apply the avails of coopers, shoemakers, &c., upon 
dke building departmenL 

It will appear from the above statement, that 3,1541 days' labor 
has been performed upon the yard wall and in ihe stone quarries, 
estimated at 75 cents per day, which is considered a loy^ rate, the 
amouiK of work accomplished being quite equal to the labor of indi- 0t 
viduats, whose sarricea in the same branch of business, command 
from 91 to 81 50 per day. 

581 days' labor has been performed in the carpenter shop, and 
upon the new work shops, valued also at 75 cents per day, and 
unounling, as above, to 9435 75. 

The sum of 9925 48 has been received from contractors and oth- 
ers, for convict tabor, to 31st October, 1841, and the same applied 
Vpon the building department, and accounted for in my report to iho 
auditor general. 9131 22 was received for shoemakers, and for oth- 
er labor, previous to the time the duties of ihe building commissioner 
vlevolved upon me, which will appear in the occounts of the convict 
department. 

The labor in the blacksmith shop, amounting, per estimate, to 
9517 00, was done by direction of the Ime comissioner, either in 
ananufacturing for the building while under his control, or the avails 
cuising therefrom, received by him. 

The remainder of labor performed by convicts during the past 
^ear, has been employed for the slate, in the most advantngeous man- 
Ber, although, in consequence of the present unfinished state of ihe 
work shops, much time is necessarily lost hy convicts, whose physi- 
cal powere are insufficient for the performance of laborious duties ^ ,. 
^lien exposed to the inclement weather incident to this climate. 

It will be observed upon examination, that ihe money realized, 
and the supposed amount earned by the convicts, estimating ther la- 
bor at one half the usual rate per day, heretofore paid to free citi- 
zens, exceeds the amount drawn from the treasuiy during the past 
year, by 963 38. 
In discharging my duties relative to the discipline of the prison, 1 
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liaTe been gorariMd snd greulf aided by yol^-niMUv«hrie« ol 
eoonsel, and I have witnoned with »tii&ctlKi| llwt fif 0ottt hav« 
generally met wiih your BpfMtmU. •. " ^ 

The accounta for the year ending October 81,-1841, u iJniIwi ' 
by law, ore herewith aubnutted, to which I beg leave to refer} and 
rennt^, gtotlemen, ^ - 

Tour obedient aemnt, 

; DAVID ADAH8, 
f Agtnt of StMU r ttmrn. 

State PritM qfflce, Actmi, Nmiemier SO, IftU. 
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Luwrence Cnvanogli, 




Wm. Von Sickles, 


31 


do 


5 


6i| 




Eraalua B. Crnndal, 


20 


do 


5 


81 




George Rowland, 


21 


do 


5 


71 




Diomontl Peupi» 


46 


do 


5 


10 




ioseph Duboy. 


37 


Dark, 


5 


7i 




William Merrils, 


26 


Light, 


5 


101 




\nthoi.y Gray, 


35 


Negro, 


5 


Jl 




ilephen Secord, 


24 


Light, 


5 


61 




Peter Da^tier, 


20 


do 


6 


lOi 




Culvin Hopkins, 


27 


do 


5 


31 




Adam Pougte, 
JcBse Arnold. 


36 


Neyro, 


5 


6 




38 


''f 


5 


7 




Thomas Cullen, 


13 


4 


8i 


16 


Andrew J. Gregg, 


22 


d. 


5 


71 


16 


Auguslus Slisser, 


52 


do 


5 


5 


17 


Thomas Brannnn, 


25 


do 


5 


71 


18 


Peter Case, 


41 


do 


6 


101 


19 


Henrv G. Sperbeck, 


23 


do 


6 


71 


ao 


Jamei Woods, 


29 


do 


5 


91 


31 


Orange Halstead, 
Ino. Ogden, 
Orrin Derbv, 


19 


do 


5 


21 


VI 


17 


do 


5 


81 


23 


35 


Dii-k. 


5 


6 


« 


Uichuel Conllsli. Nil., 


68 


't' 


5 


61 


35 


Renjamin F. Earl, 


84 ■ 


5 


71 


38 


lohn Cole. 


43 


N.gro, 


5 


91 


27 


Jolm Moore. 


52 


do 


5 


71 


29 


Snniuel Clay. 


20 


Dark, 


5 


61 


29 


James Carlow, 


X8 


Lighl. 


5 


61 


SO 


Peter Rafferiy, 


20 


Dark, 


S 


61 


SI 


Wniiam J. Brown, 


62 


"-f- 


5 


71 


S2 


Washington White, 


23 


5 


81 


SS 


Henry A. Isaacs, 


25 


do 


5 


101 


Si 


Thomas Burridre, 


27 


do 


6 


71 


SS 


Charles Poner, 


15 


do 


5 


4 


38 


George W. Carpenter, 


26 


do 


S 


•> 


87 


Inmes C:irpentBr, 
William Vfrilson. 


as 


do 


5 


91 


88 


2B 


do 


5 


8 


30 


Daniel Thompson, 


21 


Dark, 


8 


101 


40 


lonnihon B, Owen, 


24 


do 


5 


91 


41 


Ne'ron P. Perry, 


40 


Negro, 
LigV 


5 


91 


42 


Chnrlea H. Harris, 


S7 


S 


101 


48 


Luther Stewart, 


25 


Dork, 


6 


1 


44 


Abram Bliv, 


83 


do 


5 


41 


46 


Thomas Black, 


30 


Sollow, 


6 


?s 


46 


James Steel. 


64 


"■f- 





47 


George W. Norton. 


26 


6 


91 


Vo 


LII, 18 








^■. 






* -5 

■ 1* . ' 




E * 
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' (No. f.) • 
Monthly rep<Jrt to^spectors. 
David Ad&ms, agent ttf the 8talt Priton at Jackton, in account vnth 

the State of MieK^an, for Novemier, 1840. 
1840. .l>A'-» ^ 

Non 1. Bnlance on hand far l&Gl reportf '^ ^ $44l 8B . 

80. Received from sua^^ Tor ftuvyt IftboP'in 

AopOi.Ssc., - 51 f'S 



9493 73 



4. 


Paid Herrimon & Ca, for lead. 








per invoice, No. 1, 


9 38 




do E. J. Bunt, for tallow. 


2, 


3B 


fl. 


do Shennan Eastman, for 








leather, &&, 


3, 


118 63 


10. 


in conveying one convict 








Berrien county. 




39 68 




do James C. Broodt, for I wag- 








on for transporting convicts 








to prison. 


R.1, 


00 00 


13. 


do A. C. Ford, for two wagon 








boxes. 


2. 


50 




do E. Allen, for 7 days' servi- 








as guard, 


3, 


7 88 


20. 


do H. Tisdale, 1 pair mittens, 








per invoice. 


No. 3, 


1 00 




do Thomas A. Swift's account. 








services as guard. 


R. 4 


8 13 




do J. B. Claxke, following coB- 








viota. 


5 


2 00 


82. do Henry A. White, (convict,) 








on discharge, 


6 


3 00 




do WiUiam Von Avery, do 


7 


3 00 



Carried forward, 
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Brought forward, $ 9493 73 

Paid Norton Strickles, (con» 

vict,) on dischafge, ' 8, 8 00 

* ■ 

26. William Hammond on ao* 

count, rations for convicta, 9, 100 00 

James Turner, o^aflboant ser^ 

vktes a^guafdy ^ 10, 5 00 

30. Iss'r. Hammond for thirty 

days' services as guard, 11, 83 75 

William Fulkerson for 30 

days' services as guard, 12, 33 75 

9450 08 

Balance in hands of agent to new account, 843 05 

The Convict Department Dr. for the month ofNovemheTf 1840. 
1840. 
Nov. 30. To sundry guards for balance due 

them, 9242 80 

William Hammond for ballance on 

rations, 138 80 

Eld red & Son, for leather, sheet 

iron, &c., 133 10 

D. F. Dwight d: Co., for ticking, 

&c., 16 29 

John Owen, for medicines, 5 18 

W. P. Kassick, for one box glass, 3 50 
M. B. & J. W. Medbury, for 

leather, &c., 62 67 

Dawson & Bates, for advertising, 6 60 



9597 96 



State Prison Office, Jackson, November 30,. 1840. 






I. 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. IBt 

Jackson County, as: 

David Adams, agent, and S. W. Whilwell, clerk of the state pri- 
son al Jackson, being duly awe my depose and say, that ihe prec[?dlng 
monthly account is correct and true, according to the best of their 
knowledge and belief. 

' DAVID ADAMS, 
, S. W. WHITWELL, 
Subscribed and sworn, thiiTdi day of December, 1840, before me, 
IRA C. BACKUS, 
President Board of Inspectors. 

[No. 2.] 
Monthli/ Report. 

David Adams, Azent of the 8'Me Prison at Jackson, in account with 

the Stale oj Michigan, for December, 1840. 
1840. DR. 

Dec. 1. Balance per last report, #43 65 

4. Received from treasury, per inspectors' certi- 
ficate, 1,000 00 
31. ReoM ffwn wiDdries for work by convicts, &,a., 70 10 



1840. Contra. 

No. if Kiachtr. 

Dec. 3. Paid K W. Clarke for team- 

ing, R. 13 95 43 

7. Wdl Hammond, balance rations 

to 30ih November, 14 138 86 

Sundry guards, balance servi- 
ces to 3Qth November, 15 a 22 243 80 



91,113 81 



F. a Bush, for 1,600 (X, lath, 


23 


12 


80 




D. B. Wilcox, for 27i days' 










aervicea as superintendent of 










shoe shop to date, 


24 


38 


88 




Moore &. Hitchcock, for adver- 










liafflg, per invoice No. 


5 
« 


3 


00 




Carried forward, 


»I,113*%1 



18S JOINT oocnMBNta 

' Broagbt ronrard, • •l.IU U 

Dec & Paid Bldred it Son, aheot ma, 

leather, &c, ^ No. 6 1S8 16 

A. S. Bagg, for 8tationer7i 7 JO 00 

Jackson ele&m furnace compa* 
Uj, for 4,250 lbs. stove oaat. 
in^ B 286 87 

D. A<iams, agenti ezpenaea to 
Detroit, 10 87 

■ do do in conveying 

tvo convicts from Washtenaw 
county, 18 

9. CCDarling.onaccount.wood, SS 15 00 

D. P. Dwight, for ticking, dsc, 
pbr invoice No. 9 B3 OS 

John Owen, inedicinea, 10 18 

W. Parker, charges on do and 
leather, 11 84 

do do oil, 13 S7 

C. C. Darling, balance on wood 
delivered prison, • R. SO 26 fi5 

14. H. Gardinier, convict, on dis- 
charge, 27 3 00 

R. R. Jones, lathing and plas- 
tering shoe shop, 29 8 88 

Issacher Hommond, on account, 
services as guard, 29 10 00 

19. Horace Lewis, for six days* ser- 
vices in shoe shop, 30 7 50 

21. E. B. Chapman, for teaming 

leather, 31 42 

James Blaney, 7 1>2 days* ser- 
vices as guard, 32 8 19 

22. Thomas A. Swifl, on account, 

services ss guard, 33 12 00 

Carried forward, 9 «1,113 81 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

Brought forwardt $ 

Dec 33. Paid N. R. HamnxHid, expen- 
ses in conveying two convicts 
from Wayae county, R. 34 13 60 

26. Discharged convict, Gdo. Knapp, 35 8 00 
do do James Wilson, 36 3 00 

do do Andrew Rosa, 37 3 QO 

do do James Eaty, 38 3 00 

James P. Niffin, on account, 
wood, 39 10 00 

JoeJ Roberts, for cell tubs, 40 3 60 

38. Anson E< L)'od, expenses in con- 
veying 1 convict from Monroe, 41 10 03 
Issacher Hammond, account, ser- 
vices as guard this month, 43 6 00 



Balance on hand to new account, $-20 80 

The Conmet Department Dr. for the mmtk of Deeemier, 1840. 
1840. 

Dec. 81. To sundry guards, balance due them for servi- 
ces this month, 9S31 70 
S. W. Slowell, convict rations this month, 106 09 
M. B. & J. W. Medbury, clothing, leather, &&, 60 33 
D. F. Dwight & Co., screws, 30 
P. M. Everett & Co., blankets, 10 00 
Eldred Sb Son, oil, canvass, &c., 66 72 



Stale PruoH, Jacison, December 81, 1840. 




IM ' JOINTS DOCUHENTa 

[^MfektoK County, »$: 

David AduM, agent, asd 8. W. Whitwell, clerk of ihe tM» pA 
SOD at Jackson, being duly sworn, depow and ssy. ihai the preceding 
monthly account ia correct and true, according to tfae best of th^ 
knowledgo and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
B. W. WHITWELL. 
Subscribed and sworn, this 1th day of January, 1841, before me. 
IRA C. BACKUS, 
PreeideiU Board of lAipeetorM. 



[No. 3.] 

MonMy Report. 

Ltanid Adama, Agent of the Staff Prinm at Jackson, in aeeomit witk 

the Stale of Michigan, for January, 1941. 
1341. DR. 

Jon. 1. Balance, {30 BO 

31. Received from sundries for work 

by convicts, 29 23 

1841. Contra. 

So. tt TBUUt. 

Jan. &. Poid R. Svid on account servi- 

vices as guard in December, R. 43 410 00 

Anson E. Lyon, expenses in.con- 
veyingone convict from Detroit, 44 7 91 

W. Fish, for bristles, 46 50 

11. Joel Roberts, for cell tubs, 46 2 00 

12. R. R. Jones, for brick work for 

stoves, 47 GO 

13. SilasS, Doty, convict, on dischorge 

by pardon, 48 2 00 

S. Harrington, for 30 lbs. candles, 49 5 76 
W. Parker, charges on sheet 

iron, invoice, 13 3 03 

(parried forward, 850 03 ( 






JOINT DOCUMENTS. 156 

Brought forward, (50 03 • -M^ 

Jan* IS. Paid J. L. Richardson, account, 

services as guard in December, R. 50 10 13 

Robert Blain, for two bushels 

hair, invoice, 14 2 25 

David Adams, agent, expenses to 
Detroit, 

27. dTames P. Niffin, on acc't of wood, 

Thos. A. Swift, on account, ser- 
vices as guard in December, 

28. James Ganson, on account wood. 







10 87 


51 




21 


32 


52 




10 00 


53 




5 


00 




91 
50 


27 

03 




$50 03 




•41 


24 



Balance due agent to new account, 

Tke Convict Department Dr.for the month of January ^ 1841, 
1841. 
Jan. 31. To sundry guards, services this 

month, 9308 29 

Silas W. StowelU rations for con^ 

victs, 104 51 

David P. Dwight & Ca, cloth- 

ing, d:c, 22 20 

M. B. ^ J. W. Medbury, mole- 
skin, &c., 7 61 

«442 21 



8taie Prison Office^ Jackson^ January 31, 1841. 

Jackson County^ ss : 

David Adams, agent, and S. W. Whitwell, clerk of the state pri- 
son at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the preceding 
monthly report is correct and true, according to the best of their 
knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHITWELL. 
Subscribed and sworn, this 3d day of February, 1841, before me. 

IRA C. BACKUS, 
President Board of Inspectors. 




IH JOINT DOGUHBNTB. 

* [No. 4.] 

MontUy SeporL 

DgM MoKUf Agent of tht 8MePriMonatJaeiatm,aiaeeamlwiti 

the Saie tf mchigan, for Febnuir}f, 1841. 
1841. DR. 

Ptib. 10. Recaived fnHn tmnuy, per uupectors' eertifi- 

cats. #1,000 00 

Received from sundry pezsona for ctrnvict labor 
in ahoe ahop, &&, 101 4St 







•1,101 49 


ie4L CoHira. 






II>.grT«h>. 


Balance due agent, per last re- 






port. 




•41 24 


Feb. S. Paid sundry guards balance due 












and January last, R. 64, SS, 56, 


58, 




[«»<» 


81, 


599 86 


James P. Niffin, for wood, 57 «s 60 


8 05 


8. N. R. Hammond, expenses in 






pursuing Gray and Murdock, 


59 


8 78 


la Gea B. Cooper, one quarter's 






postage to Slat Dec, 1840, 


61 


4 36 










62 


2 81 


19. S.W.8lowelI, for convict rations 






from December 1, to Jan'y 31, 


82 210 40 


m a a Darling, account of wood, 


83 


25 00 








as guard, this month, 


84 


15 00 


Tbos. A. Swin, account of ser- 






Tices Bs guard, this month. 


65 


10 00 


F. Blackman, for wood. 


66 


4 00 


35. Samuel D. Poster, convict, on 






discharge, 


67 

« 


8 00 


Carried forward. 


•1,101 43 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 




1S7 . 


Brou^t forward. 


• 


«I,101. 4S 


Feb. 27. Paid Imcber Hammond, Kc't of 




"t ' 


aeivicea m guard, this monib, R. 88 


6 00 


28. John Hkj, jr., coovicl, on di»- 






charge, 89 


3 00 




H. B. HoMgbton, convict, on dis- 






charge, 90 


3 00 




Eldred & Co., for oil, canvass. 






Sia., per invoice, No. 15 


74 00 




D. Adams, agent, expenses to 






Detroit, (10th instant,) 


10 88 




D. Adams, agent, expenses in 






conveying one convict from 






Oakland count;. 


16 37 





Balance on hand to new acconnt, 





of Fthnury, 1841. 


1841. 




Feb. 38. To sundry guards, services this 




month, 


f222 00 


Silas W. Stowell, convict rations 




this month. 


93 88 


M. B. «E J. W. Medbury, invoice 




materials, 


23 31 


D. F. Dwight & Co., invoice 




materials, 


8 42 




11 2Q 




«855 36 



Suae PriMon Ofiee, Jacktm, March 1, 1841. 



. I!f8 ' JOINT I^bbMBNTa. 

Jact*o» Couttty, u .- 

David Adnms, agent, and S. W. Whitwell, dark of tlie itate'prir 
9on at Jdckson, being^ftily Bworn, depose and My, that the procedinf 
manihiy account is correct mid trus, according to the beat of their 
knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHITWELL, 
Subscribed and sworn, thig 6th day of Morchi 1841, before meu 
IKA C, BACKUS, 
Pretident Board of ItitfedMV. 

[No. 6.] 

Monthly Mej>ort, 

David Adatiu, Agent of the 8Ude Prison at Jadcnn, tx aceotpU with 

the State of Michigan, for March, 1841. 
1841. DR. 

Mar. 1. Balance per last report, ^ $67 80 

8. Received from Lawrence in Barber, account, 

convict labor in shoe shop, 61 60 

18. Recoivcd from treasury, per inspectors' cerlifi- 

cate, 1,000 00 

31. Received from George W. Woodwortb, for 

shoes, SsCf 26 BO 

•1,146 80 
1841. Contra. 

Ma. at raoikai. 

Mar. 1. Paid Davis & Whitwood, for 

horse hire, R. 91 $3 00 

Thomas A. Swif\, account, ser- ; 

vices as guard, 03 21 BO 

Isaacher Hammond, do 08 20 00 

&. Henry B. Latfarop, for one pair 

wheels for hand cart, 94 3 00 

D. C. Richardson, account, ser- 
vices OS guard, 06 16 00 

Carried forward, • 91,146 80 



JOINT DOCIJMENTS. 

Brought forward, ^ ,.] 

Mar. 3. Paid N. R. Hamamnd, ezpensn 
in conveying two convicla from 
Oennee county, R. 96 IT BB 

4. Irus Hammoiid, for 26 days' sar- 

vloes as guard in February, 97 31 50 

5. Wm. Pulkeraon, account, aervi- 

CM aa guard in February, 98 5 00 

Wm. Fulkeraon, account for clo- 
thing for Foster, convict, 99 4 00 

6. Anson E. Lyon, balance Borvicea 

oa guard in February, 100 16 50 

Wm. H. Monroe, for aoap, 101 80 

F. Blaekman, for wood, 102 5 23 

14. A. G. Lyon, balance services as 

guard to date, 103 IS SB 

A. C Richardson, wood, l6i 6 7S 

18. David Adams, agent, expenses to 

Detroit, 10 87,^ 

do ia conveying tbrea convicts 
from Detroit, 11 OS 

30. C. C. Darling, account of w)>od, 105 15 00 
Z. Chandler, for blankets, per 
invoice Na 10 7 00 

St. M. Harrigon, 91 days' services 

as guard, R. 106 10 60 

25. Charles Knox, sheriflT, expenses 
in conveying two convicts from 
Sl Joseph county, 36 50 

27. John HouikH, for repairing state 

wagon, lOS 2 63 

30. D. C, Richardson, balance servi- 
ces as guard in February, 109 15 50 
do for thirty days as guard in 
Uwrch, 110 33 75 

Curied forwardr $ *. 




■ 100 JOINTDbCUHENTB. 

' Broaght forward, • «1,I4S M 

Mar. 31. Paid 8. W. Stowell, boardiD|r 

convicts f>cim Febrnar; 1, to 

date, R. Ill 300 W 

Monroe & Ghamborlin, account 

of wood, lis 33 00 

Geo. W. Woodworth. for 814 

cords wood, at 87 centa, 113 37 19 

Thomas A. Swift, for 31 days* 

services as guard, 114 34 8S 

Reuben Swif^ for 38 dajV »ar» 

vices as guard, 11& 81 60 

Jamea A. Oyer, invoicea^ tin 

ware, &c., No. 17 1 33 - 

027 9S 

Balance on hand to new account, 9618 48 

The Convict Department Dr. for the fiumlk of March, 1841. 
1S41. 

Mar. 31. To sundry guards, balance due them for servi- 
ces this mouth, (18fi 80 
M. B. d; J. W. Medbury, invoice' mndiiee, 1 IS 
W. P. RoKick, do 18 IS 
John Sumner, agent, do 14 45 

♦214 87 

State Prison O^e, Jadctoa, March 81, IS41. 

Jackton Cottnti/, M.- 
David Adams, agent, and S. W. Whitwell, clerk of the state pri- 
son at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the preceding 
statements of account are correct and true, according to the betf of 
their knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHITWELL. 
Subscribed and sworn, this 6lh day of April, 1841, before me. 
IRA C. BACKUS, 
Preiidcnt Board of hupcctw*. 



JOINT DOCUMBNTS. Ml 

[No. 6,] 
Monthlg Report. 

Dadd Adanut a^ent of the State Priton at Jaeknm, i» aceoant vith 

the State of Michigan, for April, 1S41. 
1841. DR. 

April 1. Balsnce, -$518 48 

Received from las'r Hammond, accouci rent, 18 38 

Jas. C. Broadt, Tor rent, 24 39 

do convict lobar, IS 00 

•573 25 
1841. CMtra. 

Vo. «f »«hD. 

April 7. Paid Waller Tobor, for services 

OS guard in February, R. 116 tZl 50 

Joel Roberts, for cell tubs, 117 12 00 

Iss'r Hammond, balance services 
as guard in February, 118 6 50 

do for 31 days' services in 
March, 119 S4 88 

Ms William Pulkerson, for balance 

■ervices as guard in February, 120 2B 00 

Iss'r HarontoDd, account services 
this montb, 121 8 00 

18. Joseph Rodgoia, convict, on di»- 

charge, ■ 122 3 00 

Sylvester Lattta, owvict, on dis- 
charge,^ 123 3 00 
30. Geo. B. Cooper, for postage obs 

quarter, to April 1, 124 8 S7 

W. P. Kaasick, for kersey, &&, 
per invoice, No. 13 28 13 

P. M. Everett & Co., for blan- 
kets, &c. per invoice, 19 18 88 

M. B. &; J. W. Medbury, for 
clothing, Stc, per invoice, 30 131 43 

Carried forward, • •573 25 




M4 iotst ttocoKBirx 

Brottglit fonnu^ 9 CVA flit 

AptOM. Paid DawHOD 4e Bate*, tma^ 

Ttnitaag "aMled pmponeik,'* 91 6 M . 
D. Adoiqa, ngeiO, etpeuw a " ** 

oonvajrlng throe contietB from , , . 

^ Oakland couatj, 43 Sft 

98. S. Baatraan, for expenm foar 
convieta from Caai and Barrien 
counties, R. 1!18 S3 IS 

Jos. Rodgera, for catting panta^ 
loons for convicti^ 128 1 60 

30. Iras Hammood, aocoont of ser- ' 

ricn as guard, I8T 38 80 

James C. Broadta for aoriceB ne 
guard in February, 128 1 35 

30. Wm.Pulkersoa, for 81 day^ ser- 
vices OS guard in Murch, ISO 34 88 
M. Harrigan, for 24 days' ser- 
nces tliis month, 180 27 OO 

— ti9S 70 

Balance on band to sew account, >74 5ft 

TV Cottoict Departmeja Dr. for the MontA tf April, 1841. 

IS41. 

April 80. To sundry guards, for serricM this month, (283 87 

M. B. & J. W. Medbury, for cloth, &c, 28 1ft 

Henry Tisdale, for moleskin and socks, 34 70 

W. P. Kasslck; for satinet, &c, 10 S4 

P. M. Everett & Co., for tickiDg, 8 94 

Jna Sumner, agent, for shirtiiig, itc,, 4 18 

8. W. Stowell, for oonvid rations, this month, 114 28 



8laU Pritou C^u, Jaditoti, April 80, 1841. 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 169 

Catnip, M .* 

David Adams, agent, and S. W. Wbitwellt clerk of the itate pri- 
sm at JacksoD, being duly awoiHt depoae and say, that the preceding 
monthly report ia correct and true, according to the best of their 
knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHITWELL. 
Subscribed and iwom, this 8d day of May, 1841, before me. 
IRA C. BACKUS, 
Pretident Board tf hupeOora. 

[No. 7.] 

Monthly Report. 
Umid Adanu, Agent of the Slate Prison at Jactson, in account with 

the State of Michigan, for Mag, 1841. 
1S41. DR. 

May 1. Balance, 974 U 

S. Received from Thomas A. Swid, balance for 

■hues, &c., 15 40 

30. Received from H. B. Lathrop, for 1 ax handle, 19 



1841. Contra. 

Na-afnathn. 

May 3. Paid Thomas A. Swift for thirty 
days' services as guard in 
April, R. 131 933 75 

Walter Tabor, on account of ser- 
vices as guard in March, B. 1S2 6 00 
n. C. S. Elwell, on account of ser- 
vices as guard in AflRl, 183 4 44 
IS. H. Harrigan, on account of.se^ 

vices as guard this month, 184 11 16 

Tbomas A. Swift, on account of 
services as guari^ this month, 135 6 10 

Carried forward. 



990 23 



w 



IM JOINT DOCUHSNTa 

Brought forward, $ - $I»-'H 

MsylS. Paid J. L.9ichanlpQB,0B account . 

of MrvicesDS guard in March, 186 IBS. 
C. 8. EUwaU, on account of nr- 

vices as guard in April, 137 8 00 

Bdgar Swill, on account of oei^ 
vices sa guard in March, 1S8 4 U 

laNcher Hammond, on eccount 
of servicea oa guard in April, 1S0 1 &0 
IruB HanKDOod, oa account of 
services as guard in April, 140 8 60 

17. Jared L. Richardson, on account 

of servicea oa guard in April, 141 8 00 
29. E. B. Crandall, convict, on <li»- 

ch&rge, 143 3 00 

86 M 

^ 30 

The Cemviet Department Dr. for the month afUag^ 1&41. 
1841. 

MaySl. Tosundryguards,servicesthismonth, t392 63' 
S. W, Stowell, convict rationa this 
month, 126 71 

H. B. & J. W. Medbury, invoice grey 
cloth, 30 94 

Green & Bailey, invoice ticking, &c., 1 01 
). Z. Sacket, invoice linen thread, 1 fiO 

•458 68 

SlaU Priion 0/ee, Jackton, May 31, 1S4I. 

Jackson CotaUy, it : 

David Adams, agent, and 8. W. Whitwell, clerk of the state pri- 
son at Jackwn, being duly sworn, d^ose and <ay, that the preceding 
statements of account are correct and true, according to the bast of 
their knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
8. W. WHIT WELL. 
Subscribed aad awom, this 34th day of June, IB41, before me. 
IRA C. BACKUS, 
Pretident Board of hspectore. 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 

[No. 8.] 

Monthly Report. 
David Adanu, Agent of (he State Prison at Jackson, i 

the State of Michigan, for June, 1841. 
1641. DR. 

June 1. Balance, 94 '. 

1841. Contra. 

No. of Tsocher. 

June 9. Psid Alfred F. Slreeler, convict, 

on discharge, R. 143 

12. S. Town, for two and a half do- 
zen brooma, 144 



Balance due agent to new account, 

9%e Convict Department Br. for ihe month of June, 1841. 
1841. 

To sundry guards, for services IhiB montii, #297 00 
a W. Slowell, for boarding convicts, 118 65 

John Sumner, agent, for ticking, &c., 9 98 

H. B. & J. W. Medbury, grey cloth, 80 04 

Kaaaick & Cu., for soap, 75 

Sidney L. Rood, for paper, 8 25 

John Owen, for drugs, i^c, 5 35 

Randolph it Brother, for canvass, 9 34 

<480 2tf 

Blate PrttOK Office, Jaetton, June SO, 1841. 

Jaekton County, u : 

David Adams, agent, and S. Vf. Whitwell, clerk of the state pri- 
son at Jat^Bon, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the preceding 
nonthly repoK is correct and (rue in every respect, according to the 
beet of their knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAHS, 
a W. WHITWELL, 
Subscribed and aworn, this 5th day of July, 1841, before me. 
IRA C. BACKUS, 
Pruident Board of Inspectors. 




$t 



MS- JOINT DOCUMENna; 

\19b. 9.] 
MmOfy SeporU 

DanidAdtma, AgeM of tieSutePrimmatJaekaim,i»MeeatmttMli 

tile State tf MieMigiai, for July, 1841. 
1941. DR. 

July 1. Receired from treosaiy, per inspectors' certifi- 
cate, •1,000 00' 
Inacber Humnon^ for rent, St Op 
Sundrlea for work hj omvicta^ SS S4 

S1,0M 4B 
184L Contra. 

X*. if TMcbA. 

July 1. Balance due BLgent, per laat report, 19 71 

Paid D. Adams, expenaea to Dfr 

troit to procure money and 

make report, 10 88 

do expenses in conveying five 

convicta from Detroitt 84 81 

2. Edgar Swin, balance seryicea as 

guard in March, R. 145 5 63 

do 80 days' services as guard 

in April, 146 33 75 

Iss'r Hammond, serrices as guard 

to SOlh June, 14T a 149 85 25 

S. W. Stowell, boarding convicts 

from April 1, Jo May 91, 1841, 150 240 04 
Inis Hammond, balance services 

as guard to Slat May last, 151 a 153 72 38 
Walter Tabor, balance do in 

Maroh, 154 29 88 

do account of services as do in 

April. 165 13 37 

C. S. Elwell, balance do to 31at 

May, 150-7 39 03 

Carried fbrmtrd, S Vl,060 43 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 



Brought forward, 




• 


81,060 42 


guard in April and May, R. 
M. Harrigan, balance as guard 
to May, 

April, 
J. L. Richardson, account servi- 


.158 
159 
160 


64 75 
10 82 
80 00 




ces aa guard in May, 
Reuben Swift, for 31 days' mt- 
vices in March, 


162 
161 


19 50 
34 88 




George B. Cooper, for one quar- 
ter's postage to 30th Juno, 
John McLean, for one patent 


16S 


1 78 




truss, &C., invoice. No. 22 


4 00 




Heniy Tiadale, invoice, cloth, &.c 


., 23 


34 75 




Vf. P. Komck, invoice, satinet, 








&c. 


24 


11 66 




Green Si Jessup, do ticking, 
Amos Bigelow, do tin ware, 


25 
26 


6 47 
2 98 


' 


P. M. Everett & Co., do ticking. 


27 


3 94 




J. Z. Sackett, invoice, thread. 


28 


1 56 




J(^n Sumner, agent, do sun- 








dries. 


29 


47 37 




Green & Bailey, invoice, tick- 








ing, &c, 
3. Silas W.Slowell, account board- 


30 


I 01 




ing convicts in June, R. 164-169 


104 75 




7. Thomas A. Swift, services as 








guard in May and June, 165-6 
do for one clock for office, 167 


54 81 
15 00 




Wm. R. De Land, taking affida- 








vits of agent and clerk. 


168 


1 00 
1 


11.021 31 


Balance on hand to new account. 


♦39 11 
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Tlt^CoKvict DepartmeiU Dr. far Ommntk^ JUf, ISa. 

IMl. .-,-; 

July 81. ToaundrrgnnrdinrTicwthhBKrtillv '. . 9292 SO 

8. W. Stowell, ooDnd ratioiH do . 1» SS 

W. P. Koasiitk, ahoetiag, &c per inroicsk " 4 flt 

Jna Sumner, o^tA, ticking, paila, dtUn 3S U 
M. Bh & J. W, Medburfi cloth, &c., per in* 

voice, S3 ST 

D. T. Merrimuit ehoe thread, per Invoioe, 18 

EvereU & Ca, 1 U) Unen. do d^ . 1 W 



Slate PriaM OJicet Jbabm, Jk^ 3^ 184L 

Jadaon Coimljr, es : 

Davkl Adams, agent, nnd 8. W. WhltwelU clerk of the state pii' 
eon at Jackson, being duty swom, depose and say, (hat (he preceding 
manlhly report is correc( and true, according to the beat of their 
knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHiTWELL. 
Sufaflcribed uid sworn, this day of August, 1841, before me. 
IRA C. BACKUS, 
PrendetU Board of tat^ecton. 



[No. 10.] 

Monthly Report, 
David Adaint, Agent of the Slate PrUon at Jackson, in account vith 

the Stale of Michigan, for August, 1841. 
1841. DR. 

Aug. 1. Balance, 39 11 

6. Received from treasury, per_iiupectors* certi- 

Acate, •l.OOO 00 

Carried forwaH, 91,QB9 11 
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Brought forward, i 

Aug. 6. Received from Wm. J. Tumbull, for lumber, 
Received from Tiiomas A. Swift, for convict 

labor. 
Received from Irus Hammond, for rent of 
house one quarter, 

I 

1841. Contra. 

Mo. or Tootkn. 

Aug. 5. Paid David Adams, agent, ex- 

penses to Detroit, StO 87 

do in convening 2 convicts from 

Ann Arbor, 7 SO 

Etdred & Co., invoice of nails, 

shingles, &c, die, I. 32 69 34 

W. Parker, invoice charges 

on do 31 6 31 

A. S. Bagg, steel pens, S3 76 

6. 8. W. Slowell, convict rationB 

for July, and balance for 

June, R. 170-1 14d 18 

7. Sundry guards, account, balance 

due them, 172 u 182 &9Q IS 

Irus Hammond, for one vest for 

Kelly, convict, R. 183 2 00 

12. Orin Derby, convict, on di»- 

charge, 184 3 00 

16. Peter Loomis, do do 185 3 00 

16. Louis Genereau, do do 196 3 00 

IB. JoMph B. Pierce, for use of 

horse and buggy In conveying 

one convict from Monroe, 187 6 00 

David Adams, expenses for do 

on road, 4 75 

27. C. C. Darling, account of wood, 188 IS 00 

Carried forward, 9 ( 

Vol. II. 22 
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Brought tanmA, 
Aq^'ST. PaidJ.L-RicIuudMttiHecountof 

services u guard this montfa, 1B9 14 IS 
Thonus A. SwiA, do 190 10 60 

lassdier Htunmood, do 191 6 63 

Reuben Swift. do 193 6 94 

Win. H. 'HoDToe, account for 

wood contract, lOS 10 60 

Lawrence ib Barber, balance 

for shoes funuslied oonvicts 

from Jul 3 to April 3, 1841, 194 13 63 
do for shoes and repairing for 

convicts from April 4 to Aug. 

10, 1841, 165 103 18 

Moore & Hitclicock, advertising 

sealed proposals in State Gar 



•1,076 66 



Balance on hand to new account. 



7^ Comict Deparlment Dr. for the monlk of Avgml, 1841. 
1641. DR. 

Aug. 31. To sundry guards, balance due them for servi- 
ces this month, 
3. W. Stowell, convict rations this month, 
M. B, & J. W. Medbury, invoice cloth, &c., 
W. P. Kossick, do ticking, 

John Sumner, agent, do flannel, &c., 



SlaU Priton Ofict, Jackson, August 31, 1841. 



»269 31 


136 43 


33 46 


16 70 


1 63 


«446 68 
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Joetnm CouiUy, u.- 

David Adams^ Kgent, tmct S. W. Wliitwell, clerk of the state pri- 
son at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the preceding 
monthly report is correct and true, according to the best of their 
knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHITWELL. 
Subscribed and sworn, this 6th day aC September, 1B41, before me. 
IRA C. BACKUS, 
Pretident Board of hupectors. 



[No. 11.] 
MontlUif Report. 

Daeid Adtuu, Agent of the State PrUon at Jactmm, in occrant witk 

tfte State of Michigan, for September, 1841. 
1841. DR. 

Sept 1. Balance, ^SB 08 

11. Received from Thos. A. Swift, for conrict la- 
bor, &C., 
22. Treasury, per inspectors' certificate, 
30. W. Tabor, for one pair of boots, property of 
George W. Norton, convict, 
Irua Hammond, for convict labor, 

1841. CimtTii. 

. Ha. or THChti. 

Sept 11. Paid Alvah Allison, convict, on 

discharge, R. 196 tS 00 

T. A. Swift, balance afi guard to 
6th instant, 197-8 26 00 

T. A. Swift, for one pistol, 199 4 00 

22. B. L. Spear, for carting shin- 
gles, &c, from Ann Arbor, 200 7 58 

Carried forward, 9 \ 



2 26 


1,000 DO 


2 00 


1 00 


«1,034 33 



1T» JOINT DOCUMENTa 

Brou^t forward, « (ItOSi M 

S^ 33. D. Adsnu, agent, expenses in 
coHTeying tea convicts from 
Detroit, 57 00 

S. L. Rood, fmr writing paperi inr. SS S 36 
Randolph &i Brotlier, for blan- 
kets, podding, socks, &c., S6 196 55 
37. H. B. & i. W. Medbury, invoice 

nindries from AprillS, to date, 37 IM IS 
W. P. Kasdck, invoice, tickiog, 

&c, se 30 01 

D. T. Herrimsn, for shoe thread, 

dec., 39 50 

P. M. Everett & Co., for linen 
thread, 40 3 50 

John Sumner, agent, for sun- 
dries, 41 41 61 

Chester Yale, for one dozen tin 
cups, 42 1 00 

W. S. Warner, railroad charges 
on blankets, &c., R. 203 88 

SS. Paid sundry guards, account, be. 

lances due them, 201, 203 a 315 614 76 

1,013 69 



Balance on hand to new account, (21 67 

The Cotteiet Department Dr. for tke month of Septemier, 1841. 
1841. 
Sept 30. To Wm. Fulkerson, for thirty days' services 

as guard, $30 00 
Reuben Swift, for 30 days' services as guard, 20 00 

S. W. Stawell, for convict rations this month, 136 63 
John Owen, for drugs and medicines, 34 44 

♦229 07 

SiKte Pruw Ofee, Jackson, Septemhfr 30. 1841. 
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Jodbmi Couniy, u: 

David Adams, &gent, and S. W. Whitwell, clerk of the sUte pri- 
son at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the preceding 
monthly report is correct and true, according lo Ihe best of their 
knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHITWELL. 
Subscribed and sworn, this 4th day of October, A. D. 1841, be- 
fore me. 

IRA C. BACKUS, 
PretidetU Board of Ijupectort. 



[No. 12.] 

Monthly Report 
Band Adasa, Agent of the State Prison at Jackson, in account with 

the StiUe of Michigan, for October, 1841. 
1841. DR. 

Oct 1. Balance, «21 67 

6. Received from Charles H. Knox, for one pair 

hand cufis, 2 26 

IS. Received from treasury, per inspector'a cer- 
tificate, 1,000 00 
91. Received from Irue Hammond, for rent, one 

quarter to date, 32 50 

Received from sundries, for balance old ac- 
counts for work by convicts, &&, 132 65 

«I,I89 27^ 
1841. Contra. 

Od. 4. Paid John Clarke, account wood 

contract, R. 216 $30 00 

5. D. B. Wilcox, forlljdasfa'ser- 

vicw as guard, 317 II 50 



Carried forward, « 91,189 27 
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Brought forward, $ i 

Oct 6. Paid Chules H. Knox, for o«k- 
veyiog one coQviot from St Jo- 
aeph countjr, to said priaoit, 318 8 00 

George B. Cooper, one quorter'a 
pOBtage to 80th September, 216 3 17 

10. J. C. Mitchell, (convict,) on dis- 
charge, ' 230 8 00 
Royal Porcher, (convict,) on dis- 
' cliarge, 331 S 00 
IS. W. G. Beckwitb, coaveyliigMie 

convict from Caas county, 233 20 00 

14. J. W. Watera, cortiiig lumber 

from Ann Arbor, 338 7 60 

15. A. S. Bagg, for paper and pens, 

per invoice, No. 43 3 75 

Randolph & Broiber, for 14 bed* 
spreads, 44 15 82 

18. S. W. Stowell, for convict ra- 

tions from August I, to Sep- 
tembers©, R. 324 372 11 

19. 8. G. Porter, for 30 cords wood, 

ot 87 cents, 335 17 40 

S. G. Porter, for services guard 
in March last, 336 3 56 

32. Lawrence Cavanagb, convict, 

on discharge, 327 8 00 

23. S. W. Whitwell, for expenses to 
Detroit, to render agent's re- 
port and procure money, 16th 
instant, 238 10 87 

S.W.WhitweII, expenses in con- 
veying one convict from Lena- 
wee county, 339 7 50 

36. Henry Tiadale, for ticking, &c., 

per invoice. No. 45 9 75 

Carried forward, 9 t 
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Brougiit forward, 9 i 

OcL 31. Paid enmdry guards, balances due 

them to dale, R. 230 a 339 S90 06 

Jaa. HcKinnsy, for convoying 
comixA, from Van Buren coun- 
ty, 240 28 00 

John Doiidle, for 2 days' servi- 
ces as guard, 241 2 00 

8. W. Stowell, convict rations, 
Ihis month, 242 157 32 

George P. Bum, codvict, on dis- 
charge, 243 3 00 

Geo. F. Bom, ttiis amount re- 
ceived from him, by agent, Oc- 
tober 20, I8Sd. 244 1 84 

W. P. Kosaick, invoice, oil, 
&«^ Invoice 40 S 65 

M. B. & J. W. Medbury, in- 
roica satinet, &c, 47 44 37 

Dwigbt & Piak, invoice, ticking, 48 12 39 

C. C. Darling balance for wood, R245 2 81 

Wm. Hammond, 6i days' servi- 
ces as guard, 246 6 50 

AmoaBigelow,fortin ware, Invoice 49 13 32 

B. 8. Lathrop, for ticking, &c, 50 10 07 

L. P. Gregg, for cutUng con- 
victs clothes, 51 17 63 

S. W. Whitwell, for one pair 
pantalooua for Oreen, con- 
vict, R. 247 3 DO 

Balance in hands of agent, 
Btaie PriaoH Ogice, Jadton, Nov.l, 1641. 



■ »1,133 79 
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Jaehon County, n : 

David Adams, agent, and 8. W. Whitmll, dork of ths riata priioa 
at JacksoQ) bein^ duly aironi, depoM and ny, that tha pmoediug 
monthly report is correct and tnifl, in every n^MCt, aocoidiiig to 
the beat of their knowledge and belief. 

DAVID ADAMS, 
S. W. WHITWELL, 
Sabscribed and awom, this 16th day of NovMnber, 1S41, before aa. 
IRA C. BACKUS, 
Prendeai Board ef huftetort. 



[No. 6.1 
Annual report of the Board of Internal Improvement. 

Office of Intekkal Imfbovehent, ) 
Detroit, December 15, 1841. ^ 

To the Honorable the LeguJature of the State of Michigan: 

The undersigned, members of the board of internal improvement, 
appointed in pursuance of the act for the regulation of internal in^ 
provement, approved March 25, 1840, have the honor respectfully 
to submit their ajinual report 

The board met and organized ol the dty of Detroit, on the 13th 
day of April lost, and retained in their respective situations, the en- 
gineers and subordinate agents appointed by their predecessors, ex- 
cept upon the Southern railroad, the construction of which was plar 
ced under the charge of Mr. Alvin Turner, chief engineer, in addi- 
tion to the management of the construction of (he Clinton and Kala- 
mazoo canal, without increase of compensation ; and the superin- 
tendence of the running of the cars between Monroe and Adrian, 
was placed in the hands of Mr. Thomas G. Cole, of Monroe, with a 
salary at the rale of eight hundred dollars per annum. 

The various works under the charge of ihe board, will be noticed 
in order. 
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CtauU around tke Rapid* of Grand StMr. 

The acting cominisdoner, accompanied by the chief engioeer un- 
der the bosrd, (John M. Berrien,) visited the Grand rapids, at Kent, 
in die latter part of July last, for the purpose of examining into the 
condition of the work executed by the Kent company, and making 
the necessary arrangements for carrying into edect the views of the 
legislature in regard to the improvementa at that point. 

The survey and report of Mr. McCracken, civil engineer in the 
service of the state, made two years since, shew the entire practica' 
bility of making the improvement by canal and locks, upon either 
aide of the river, but that the difierence in expense wonid be very 
much in favor of the south aide. A careful revision of the plans 
and estimates then presented, and subsequent investigation, have satis- 
fied the board that a canal of less depth of water, and much less ex- 
pensive character than was contemplated, would secure to the coun- 
try bordering upon the stream, all the advantages of navigation at 
present needed or desired ; and the hope was entertained that the 
work upon the reduced scale might be bo far completed within the 
amount of appropriation, as to be rendered available. An eSbrl was 
accordingly made to place the work under contract, and several in- 
terviews had with some of the members of the Kent company, in 
order to ascertain, in the event of the canal being located upon the 
south side of the river, the best terms upon which the state could be 
secured the privilege of using that portion of the work already coa- 
otructed by the company for manufacturing purposes, (the use of 
which is embraced in the plan of the canal if located upon that side,) 
and the right of way for the balance of the route. 

The result of these interviews was, that the best terms that could 
be obtained from the company, were the payment of three thousand 
dollars for the use of their work and the right of way, and the as- 
sumption by the state of two contracts entered into by them, one for 
excavating a basin, of twenty-five hundred dollars, and another for 
rock excavation and embankment upon the upper part of their work, 
of four thousand dollan ; (these expenditures being quite as neces- 
sary for the purposes of the company as for the canal,) and making 
in the aggregate the sum of nine thouand five hundred dollars, the 

Vol. IL 23 
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companjr ratainitig the exdiuive rl^t of all the water pow« cna- 

The boud were willing, in behalf of. the atele^ to eMamelhs«x» 
cution end payment of the coatracti entered into by the Kent oooi* - 
pany, which were neceenry foe the purpoaes of the canal ; bnt jnHH 
much as ,-the oonstructioa of the canal was tp improre the watf^ 
power to the fullest posaible extent — to do which would aeem to baTfi .■ 
been the priioary object of. the expeaditurea heretofore mtd^ §aA 
Uabilitiet incurred by the company— the boaid did not feel (hat thff 
could be justified in conttnictifig such a work at such an expeMp^ 
and yielding to individusla the excluatre benefit of new aai^ ^^'Z 
valuable water power, which ought to produce to the state an iinpor^ ' 
tant revenue ; and more eapecially, they could not be justified in p^ 
ing the further nim of three thousand doUara, and particularly aa Iha 
use of the company's work by the state, for the purpoeeB of navig^ 
tion, would in no way interfere with the object for which it wu CQPr 
structed. > 

They are also of the opinion that the cost of the work upon the 
south side of the river, increased as it Would be by accepting th« 
terms proposed by the Kent company, would considerably exceed the 
sum appropriated, and although ofiers have been mode to coDStraot 
the canal and clear the right of way for the amount of appropria- 
tion, yet the board have no reason to be satisfied that such would or 
could be done. 

Upon the north side of the river, the estimated cost of the worik* 
upon the most reduced scale, considerably exceeds the amount oppn^ 
priated, which sum appears to have been designed by the legislators 
for the completion of the work, without further aid. A location up> 
on either side would seem to involve this same difficulty, and the 
board finally concluded to defer all action in the case^til further 
authorized by law. 

Connected with this subject, however, ore other matters which 
have contributed to their conclusion, and which they deem of so mu^ 
importance as to require the consideration of the legislature. 

Firal. In view of the ultimate importance of the point in que». 
tion, its water power capable of improvement to an almost unlimilad 
extent ; its situation in the midst of a very superior section of couo- 
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by, adapted to all the various purposes of agriculture, and the very 
large interest which the state has in the unsold lands adjacent, would 
seem \o require that the location should be determined with reference 
to the greatest practicable development of the resources of the coun- 
try, while the pecuniary interests of the state should in nowise be 
lost sight of. 

Sectmd. According to the survey and estimate of the engineer, 
the route on the north side of the river would be coDsiderably more 
eipensive than that upon the south side, but upon the north side the 
right of way will cost nothing, and a water power, the property of 
the state, and ultimately of great value, will be created. The state 
owning a large quantity of land upon that side, through some of 
which the canal would pass and greatly enhance in value ; this in- 
creased value, together with the value of the water power, would, 
in all probability, very much exceed the estimated diSerence in the 
expense of the two routes ; and, in addition to which) the board have 
the confident assurance of the state geologist, that salt may be ob- 
tained upon this side of the river, upon the state lands, with the some 
facility, and of as good a quality, as on the south side ; all of which 
are, in the opinion of the board, considerations of much greater im- 
portance thon any revenue likely to be derived from the worlc itself. 

The route by the north side, although the most expensive, would 
Beem, therefore, to recommend itself to the favorable consideration 
of the legislature. 

A report of the chief engineer, showing the difference in the cost 
of the routes in question, is herewith submitted, (marked A.) 

There has been expended from the appropriation on this work, for 
the year ending November 30, 1841 : 
For engineering, $18 44 

contingent expenses, 70 40 



Whole amount of appr<^riations on this work, 925,000 00 

do do expenditures to Nov. 30, 1841, 210 37 

Unexpended balance, »2 4,780 08 



•KS. 
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inprmement ef Grout md Maple lUoert. 
Uitdsr K fonner qipropriadcM) tar tiie inqmranwDt of Gnud Mi 
Hapla rivei% the boud have beao induced to audior^ Mr. dudat 
Ball, of Grand Bapids, to oontnct with 10010 auitable penoin for 
clearing Ike channel of the latter ■troam from its junction widiGnoft ' 
rirer to Campau's &rDi, a diatanca of about twenty milea. 

By this improrement, a nfe boat naTigation wi)l be ■ecorad ft«n 
the latter place, on the Bfaple, to the rapida of OAnd riTsr, aO ot« 
ject well worthy the small expenditure required to eflect it UtiMf 
this authority, Mr. Ball Jiu made a cratract with Hr. D. S. BMifi^ 
for the work, not to exceed two thousand dollars in amoonL nfa 
contract, however, was entered into late in the fall, and, as j^ ttA 
little progress has been made in the performuice of the Iratlb -'^ 
There lias been expended fnxn the appropriations on this MlA* 
for the year ending November 80, 1841 : 
For contingent expenses, %lOi IT 

Whole amount of appropriations made for this work, (30,000 00 
do do expenditures to Nov. 30, 1841, 22,5a> 85 



Unexpended balance, ^,Hl-9i 

Detroit and Grand Siver Road. 
Under an appropriation made on this work, the boord employed 
Mr. John Mullett to go through upon the line of this road and asce^ 
lain at what points the amount could be most judiciously applied ftur 
the benefit of the section of country through which it passea ; and 
having ascertained this fact, to stake it out into convenient sectiMt* 
for work, and lot the sune to contract, all of which has been done. 
The work was commenced and some of the contractors have neai> 
1y completed their jobs, but owing to the want of means on the part 
of the board to pay them their estimates, they have been compelled 
to stop for the present 

The amount expended on this work for the year ending Novei»- 
ber 80, 1841, is : 

For engineering, $90 60 

contingent expenses, ' 139 34 

grabbing, building causeways, &c., 267 87 

•487 87 
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AnioAnt traiuTerred from appropriation on Northern 

railroad, 45,000 OO 

do expenditures to November SO, 1B41, 497 87 



Unexpended balance, $4,612 13 

Northern Railroad or TurrtfUce. 
By ui act of the laet legislature, the board was directed to expend 
die Bum of thirty thousand dollars of the unexpended appropriation 
on the NOTthern railroad, for the purpose of grading and bridging 
the same in such a manner as to make it "a good and passable wagon 
road." 

Under this authority, Mr. Mullett was also employed to examine 
this line and divide it into sections, with the view of placing it under 
contract ; but before the same waa in readiness for that purpose, the 
boftrd were apprised of the probable failure of the bank of the United 
Slates to meet the instalment due on the first of October last, and be- 
ings in oonsequence, unable to ofier any means in aid of the work, 
and also, fueling well assured of the inability of those desirous of en- 
gaging in it, to proceed without assistance from the state, the con- 
tracts have not been entered into. 

There has been expended from the appropriation on this work, for 
the year ending November 30, 1841 : 
For contingent expenses, #216 95 

grubbing. 680 05 

damages, (non-fulfillment of contract,) 1,125 24 
amount transferred to Detroit and Grand 
river road, 5,000 00 

$7,032 24 

Whole amount of appropriations heretofore made, $150,000 00 
do do expended to Nov. 30, 1841, 77,916 58 

Unexpended balance, $72,083 42 

Saginaw Canal. 

On this work nothing has been done during the past year. By an act 

cJ the last legislature, the unexpended appropriation on this work, af- 
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ter paying all just and legal claims against theaame, wv dirediBd t»- 
be credited back to the internal impForement fund. The amount of. 
outstanding claims against the work, if anj, not baving been ansr- 
tained, the amount unexpended has not yet been credited. 

There has been charged to the eppn^ilation on this work, tat (ha 
year ending November 30, 1641 : 
For contingent expenses, 91TS T9 

amount transferred to Ba^naw turnpike, 6,000 00 

Whole amount appropriated on this work, 963,00000* 

do do expended to Noreinber SO, 1841, 53,740 0e> 

Unexpended balance, t9,a<>0 W 

8aginam imd FUat J^mpUx. 

The sum of five thousand dollars having been transferred, by cE* 
rection of the last legislature, from the appropriation on the Sagioaw 
canal, this work was commenced during the post summer, and pleo- 
ed under the superintendence of Mr. Harvey Williams, of Sn^naw^ 
and has been prosecuted under hb charge nearly to completion. 

The importance of this road to the section of the state through 
which it passes, has induced the superintendent and those engaged 
under him, to persevere in the work, although at a great disadvan- 
tage and probable loss to themselves, owing to the inability of tbs 
board to furnish them with the means necessary to its succeasful pro^ 
eculion. 

There has been expended on this work for the year ending No- 
vember 30, 1641 : 

For contingent expenses, 8410 0*2 

grubbing, building causeways, &c., 3,466 59 

*»»87g 01 

Amount transferred from apprc^riation on Saginaw ca- 
nal, $5,000 00 
do expended to November 30, 1841, 3,876 61 



Unexpended balance, $1,128 89 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 183 

I hajnrmement of 8t, Joteph River. 

The iraproTements upon this stre&m, commenced under the last 
board, have been continued by the present board under the superin- 
tendence of Capt Frederick A. Hull, of St. Joseph. 

He was directed early in the month of June lost, to select the re- 
quisite Qumber of hands and continue the work of clearing out the 
obstructions to the navigation, commencing about seven miles above 
the town of Sl Joseph, where the work was slppped last seBsoo, and 
working np stream, to remove as far as he progressed, all logs, rafts 
and rocks forming any obstacle to a safe boat navigation. This has 
been done to a point eighteen miles above Mishawoka, in the stata 
of Indiana. 

The progress made by Captain Hull, in the work under hia charge, 
shows that ihe superintendence could not have been intrusted to a 
more suitable person. 

The report of Capt Hull is herewith submitted, (marked B.) 

The expenditures made on this work for the year ending Novem- 
ber 30, 1B41, has been: 

For contingent eipenses, $104 16 

dredging and clearing obslructioOa, 1,601 8S 

— $1,706 02 



Whole amount of appropriations heretofore made, 435,000 00 

do do expenditures to Nov. 30, 1B41, 3,974 68 

Unexpended balance, g21,035 31 

lafprovement of Kalamaioo River. 

The work upon this stream during the past year, has been done 
under the superintendence of Mr. Philo Vradenburgh, of Kalama- 
zoo, who was directed, with the requisite number of men, to com- 
mence at the mouth of the river, and so far remove Ihe obstructions 
in the stream, as to make an easy and safe boat navigation to the 
village of Allegan. 

He has conducted the work with satisfactory economy, and thoogh 
but poorly provided with the means necessary, and much interrupted 
by sickness incident to the nature of the employment, has progress- 
ed with Ihe work so far aa to justify the belief, that, by r 
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ciDg the vork early in tho hmod, the bahnoe may be conpletad is 
froin two to three moaths* time. 

There has been expended on this work, for the jresr ending No- - 
vember 30, 1611, 
For dredging and clearing ohatntetipnflf VI^lMitf 

Whole aiDount appropriated oq ibia work* VSiOOD 0(IJ 

do do expended to November 80, 1841, e,S41 M 

Untzpeoded balance, #1,789' *<* 

CUntM mi KalaMaato CanaJ. - ■ 

The limited appropriation made for this work, at the iaat ■rwiiii^ 
being insuffiue^t to cover the amount of existing contract! and OB^ 
atanding claims, no new contracts have been entered into, althoo^ 
the condition of the work at this time is such, that its pr owi ' ve doa 
renders the expenditure of a further sum indispensably necesmry. 

The locks, which are built of timber, by standing empty for so 
long a time, are very liable to damage from the pressure of the euth 
upon the ouleide, not being resisted by the water within ; nod ther« 
is reason to fear that they must be destroyed unless the water b diorlly 
let into the canal. 

The estimated cost of locks for dropping the canal into the Clin- 
ton river, at the village of Frederick, is 917,500 ; that for a feeder 
at the western end of the work, is 92,000 ; both of which are iivli^ 
pensable to the use of the canal. These two jobs completed, the 
work may, at a small expense, be kept in a tolerable slate of preset 
vation. 

In the mondi of July, 1910, the late board directed the expend!^ 
ture of a portion of the appropriation on this work, for the construc- 
tion of a dam across the Clinton river at Frederick, on the mill pro- 
perty owned by the state, and placing the same nnder the charge of 
Mr. David French. 

During the past year a portion of this dam has been washed away 
by a freshet, thereby rendering a furlbor expenditure necessary, in 
order to secure to the state the amount of moneys heretofore ezpea- 
ded on the dam. There has been paid for this object during the paet 
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year, the sum of ^,618 16, and in 1840, the sum of 9610 ^3, ma- 
king a total expenditure of 03,228 99. 

There haa been expended from the appropriation on this work, for 
the year ending November SO, lfi4I, 

For engineering, $8,803 73 

ezcavatioQ and embankment, 39,025 49 

locks, 7,416 08 

conlingent expenses, 92 68 

bridges, 4 00 
damages, for right of way, $2,&02 60 
do do non-fulfillment of cont't, 1,291 64 

8,794 34 

dam at Frederick, 2,618 16 



Whole amount of appropriation on this work, 
do do expenditures to No- 

vember 30. 1641. »35dkK7 t 

Prom which deduct this sum, which is 
charged to this appropriation, as also 
to an appropriation made for surveys 
and instruments in 1837, being for 
survey of this work, 17,869 a 



Excess of expenditures over appropriations, 



SoiUhern Railroad. 

This road is in operation, as yet, no further than Adrian, thirty^ 
•ix miles. The portion lying between Adrian and Hillsdale, thirty- 
two miles in length, has steadily progressed towards completbn. and 
is now nearly ready for the iron. Its progress has been somewhat 
retarded by the slight manner of constructing a part of it through a 
heavy tamarack swamp near Hillsdale ; in tonsequence of which, it 
became necessary, in order to strengthen the bridge and render it safe 
for the passage of the trains, to drive a large number of additiiHial 
pOw 

As arrangement waa entered into with Messrs. £■ Coming Ss Co., 
of Albany, N. Y., for the iron requisite for this road, but its eiecn- 
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tion is dependent upon the payment of the October inatalment da« 
from the bank of the United States, or in case of its failure, upon 
the Deceasaiy prorision being made by the legislBture. 

The amount of two and a half by three-fourth inch bant requiMd 
to iron this piece of road, will somewhat exceed 1,1&2 tono, and 
amount to about S50,66S 00, at 944 00 per ton, which is the prio* 
under this arrangement ; to which odd the transportation, 9lN078| 
and for spike, (4,200 00, making in the aggregate the sum of (rro,- 
464 00. 

At the time of making tbia arrangement, a reasonable expectation 
existed that the bank of the Umted States would meet the instalmant 
due from it ; but still, the arrangement is such, that no liabilities n» 
Involved in consequence of any failure, on the part of the stata, to 
meet its engagement 

The arrangement, however, was for 876 tons only, the expecte- 
tion being entertained, that, with the addition of this quantity, there 
would be sufficient remaining of the stock purchased by governor 
Mason of Hicka & Co., of New York, afler ironing the Central rail- 
road to Jackson, to complete this portion of the Southern railroad. 

The iron purchased of Hicks & Co., ia two and a half by oneJulf 
inches, and of a very inferior quality, (being exceedingly hard and 
coarse,) and the board would here take occasion to remark, that, ia 
their opinion, no worse policy could have been adopted than that of 
u«og upon our railroads, iron of this description. It is so light as to 
add but little to the strength of the superstructure, and will answer 
the purpose but for a very limited time, and when no longer ser- 
viceable upon the road, is of but little value for any other purpose. 

Thai portion of the rood between Monroe and Adrian, b in good 
condition, though as yet the iron has not been fully spiked ; the spike 
were obtained for this purpose during the past summer, but proved to 
be of a quality unlit for use. A portion of them yet remain on hand, 
and in consequence of their bad quality, the whole quantity deliver- 
ed have not yet been paid for by the state. 

The River Raisin and Lake Erie railroad, which was purchased 
by the state last year, and connected with the Southern railroad, ia, 
much of it, in a very dilapidated condition and badly conMructed, al- 
though it has been kept in such repair, under the core of the super- 
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intondent on the Southern r&ilroed, is to be used with horse power 
daring the past season ; but the doubt existing in the minds of the 
board as la what may be the ultimate termination of the Southern 
railroad; whether at its present point, the dock at Brest, or the 
mouth of the ship csna], have induced them to do no more upon the 
road leading to La Plaisance bay, in the way of re[|^ire or construc- 
tion, than was necessary to render it available for present purposes. 

The low state of the water at La Plaisance bay, induces the board 
to believe that even if the road leading to it was in good order, a 
better termination should be sought. The acting commiasioiieT states 
that, by extending the piers at the mouth of the ship canal, three 
hondred feet further into the bay, eleven feet water may be depend- 
ed upon, at the present low stage ; and he is of the opinion that if 
the canal was finished and the road extended to that point, (two and 
a half miles from its present termination,) the increased facilities 
would greatly add to the amount of business to be done upon it 

A survey or estimate for terminating the rolul, at either point, has 
not been made by the present board, as was directed by the last le- 
^slature, for the reason that the petitioners for such survey have not 
advanced the means necessary to defray the expense of the same ; 
but a special survey will be made, and a report submitted to your 
honorable body, so soon as those interested therein shall comply with 
the requirements of the joint resolution passed at the last session. 

In the event of the present termination being continued, it will be 
secesary to change that part of the line leading out of Monroe to 
the pier, and to renew or very much strengthen a great portion of 
die superstructure, before locomotive power can be used upon it. In 
addition to this, a very considerable expense, and probably a conti- 
nuous one, will be necessary to deepen at the pier, by dredging, suf- 
gcienlly for the ordinary shippmg of the lake ; and in addition to 
which it may be proper to state, that the entire rights to all the pro- 
perty at the pier, and to further improvements in the bay, are claim- 
ed by a chartered company, over which the state can exercise no 
control, thus excluding all possibility of competition in the business 
of receiving and forwarding property, and who have it completely 
within their power wholly to defeat the business on the road, simply 
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by closing their doors againsl ihe receipt of all articles to be traoB- 
ported on the same. 

For a more detailed statement of the progress and condition of the 
construction of the Southern road, the undersigned would respect* 
fully refer you to Ihe report of Alvin Turner, chief engineer, here> 
with submiiled, (marked C,) and of the mansgemonl of the running 
of the same, to the report of Thomas G. Cole, superintendent, hera> 
with Bubmitlod, (marked D.) 

There has been expended on this work, for the year ending No- 
vember 80, 1S41, 

For engineering, SS,3aO 30 

locomotive and cara, 1,599 09 

grubbing, 1,876 57 

grading, 70,189 53 

superstructure, 48,502 08 

bridges, 8,573 05 

contingent expenses, 976 69 

depot buildings, 1,061 31 

water stations, 434 00 

damages, for right of way, 92,713 00 
fencing, 1,415 08 

nonfulfillment of con- 
tract, 4,586 00 



8,713 05 

«14e,186 I 



Of this sum there has been expended on La Plaisauce 

l»y "^ $1,610 3S 

first diTision Southern railroad, 10,192 17 

»cond do do 136,888 20 



<148,1S5 60 



Whole anuunt appropriated on this work, 
do do expended to November 80, 1841, 

Unexpended balance. 
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There has bees received for the tntnaportation of freight aad pas- 
sengers on this road, from April 29 to November 30, 1B4I, as fol- 
lows: 
For transportation of 1,7061 pasengera to and from 



Monroe and Adrian and way, 


•2,042 49 


2&»,8B5 pounds and 351 barrels merchandize. 


620 06 


miscellajieous articles, 


117 88 


4,839 barrels flour. 


070 67 


1,337,168 pounds and 449 barrels wheat. 


1,211 12 


116,363 pounds and 131 barrels ogricultural pro- 




ducts. 


124 11 


2,393 pounds and 150 barrels furniture, 


32 SB 


25,567 pounds pot and pearl ashes, 


35 77 


1,099 100-280 barrels salt. 


360 93 


80,787 feet of lumber. 


107 47 


167* M shingles, 


62 96 


84,033 staves. 


626 42 


23,160 pounds and 53 barrels of lime, 


86 41 


6,000 pounds coal, 


8 41 


1041 barrels liquor. 


36 92 


16* cords wood. 


62 


1,132} passengers to and from Monroe and La Ploi- 




sance boy, 


383 20 




844 70 


8,747 barrels flour. 


299 76 


67,012 poonds, 135 barrels and 42 bushels agricul- 




tural products, 


36 38 


S,l»3 pounds wheat. 


4 61 


21,773 pounds pot and pearl oshea, 


16 81 


643 12(^280 barrels salt. 


60 81 


lOJ M shingles, 


1 81 


8,850 pounds carriages, . 


7 26 


331 barrels liquor. 


8 84 


6,140 pounds butter. 


6 62 






Total receipts. 


e7,890 21 


Carried forward. 


• 



^^■Jii^^^l 
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1 
■ 


Drought forward, 








*T,399 21 


There has bQcu paid for the current expenses 


lofr 


un- 


, 


ning ihe same — 








1 


For expense of freight and passenger 


trains. 






1 




-.froad. 






1 


cars and machinery, pay of st 


.perin- 






] 


tendenls. collectors, engineers, fire- 






1 


men, and expenses at waler slalions, 44,329 IS 




wood. 




125 


25 




oil. 




346 


92 




nmchinery, 




76 


60 




two horses, 




140 00 




one double harness, ' 




36 


60 




office books and sldlionery, 




43 


76 


•5,096 05 


Total expenses, 






Net earnings of (he road. 


82,301 16 



Of which earnings there has been paid to S. 
Conant, acting conuniaaioner, and now re- 
mains in hia hands, 42,007 93 

And cash io the handa of T. G. Cole, super- 
intendent, 293 23 

Which will leave the amount of net earn- 
ings, OS above, 42.301 16 

It is but justice to state here, that the above amount of net earn- 
ings has been realized to the state by the indefatigable exertions and 
strict regard to economy, of Mr. Cole, the superintendent on this 
road. 

He board would also further remark, that claims, the amount of 
which are not known, are held against this road while under the 
charge of Mr. R. M. Morrison, the former superintendent, and which 
they have not been encibled to adjust, owing to the want of the De- 
cenary authority, by law, to pay the same from the appropriation, 
the amount of receipts on the road, during his superintendence, not 
being sufficient for that object. 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. Ifll 

Central Bailroad. 

This road was opened to the rillage of Dexter, &bout RHj miles 
from Detroit, on the 4th day of July last, being previously in opera> 
tion as far ss Ann Arbor ; but owing to the eatablished stage and 
mail routes being continued from the latter place, and the route by 
Dexter not decreasing the length of staging in proportion to the in- 
crease of distance travelled upon the railroad, this addition of tea 
miles has, so far, no more than about paid the expense of using it 

On the route between Dexter and Jackson, thirty miles, the work 
has progressed rapidly during the past season, and although difficul- 
ties have been encountered of a serious and perplexing nature, ari- 
sing out of the want of funds, it is now so far advanced as to give 
the assurance that it will be in readiness for the trains by the first 
day of January next, thus m^ing the total length of road in opera- 
tion about eighty miles. 

Two or three of the smaller contracts, however, will remain to be 
completed, and, in addition to the work already provided for, it will 
be absolutely necessary to erect at Jackson, early in the spring, a 
suitable building for the accommodation of at least four loconrative 
engines, with the necessary work shops attached. A plan for such 
a building, estimated at $2,500, was prepared some lime ago by the 
engineer, but the want of means prevented its being contracted for, 
and during the winter something of a temporary nature must be pro- 
vided to shelter the machinery. 

The progress which, notwithstanding all the obstacles, has been 
made upon this, as well as upon onr other public works ; the com- 
mendable industry and spirit manifested by contractors and others, in 
the prosecution of their jobs, would seem to present their claims up- 
on the legislature with additional strength ; and it is confidently ho- 
ped, that, by an early provision to meet outstanding liabilities, they 
may be saved further and more serious damage than has already been 
encountered. 

By the lost act of appropriation, the sum of 9460,000 was autho- 
rized to be applied in completing this road to Jackson, and extending 
it from that place to the village of Kalamazoo. 

Under this authority, the board, early in the season, directed the 
re-marking of the route heretofore located between Jackson and 
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Marehall, preparatory to putting the Btune under contract. Appiw. 
hendiug the claims for right of way upon this line would prove heap 
yy, they also directed the n-tuney of what is called the Rice creak 
route between the above points. A special agent wu subsequently 
employed to ascertain the cost of right of way upon the two routea, 
and to obtain relinquishments. This service has been satisfactorily 
performed, and the result so favorable as to induce the hoard to ad- 
here to the location made in 1838, which, although the most ezpen- 
nve, is, all things considered, the moat desirable. 

A letter from the chief engineer upon this subject, (marked £,) 
inclosing the report and estimates of his assistant, Mr. R. EL Hur- 
ray, (marked F,) is herewith submitted. 

The contracts for grubbing, clearing and grading this portioil of 
the line, and for fumi^ing the timber for superstructure, were ao* 
cordin^y advertised, and let in the month of October last The con- 
tractors have, since that time, been engaged in making the neceMuy 
preparations for beginning their work, and many of them have al- 
ready commenced. These jobs have been taken upon very reaaonar 
ble terms, and generally below the estimates of the engineer. 

The proposals received for this work quadrupling in number thoee 
received at any former letting ; the low rates at which the work waa 
proposed for, together with the numerouB and respectable petitions 
and communications received by the board, for the construction of 
the road west of Jackson, were regarded by them as evidences of the 
eilreme anxiety of the people of that section of the state, for the 
successful prosecution of the work, and they have felt themselvea 
bound by every consideration of duty to withhold no aid on their part, 
which was authorized by law, more especially as, by the terms of 
the contracts, the state was in no way made liable for damages on 
account of any failure on its part. 

Entertaining this view of the subject, the engineer has been direct- 
ed to prepare the line for letting as far as Battle creek, twelve miles 
west of Marshall, which, as soon as it is ready, will be advertised 
for contract, to the extent of the appropriation. 

There has been, for the past year, four locomotive engines em- 
ployed upon this road, and during the pressure of the fall business, 
they have been found altogether insufficient for its proper acconuno- 
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iatioa. Towards the oIom of lUTigstion, tba oosunaktitm of pro- 
dace at the depoto was such thkt fonraiden htd to reWrt to teun to 
•eod it into Detroit in time for. shipment, u>d the board was flnaUjr 
obliged to run night tnios orer the road, the doing of which waa 
considered very unsafe, and it is hoped tlie noceaaitjr for it may here- 
after tw avoided 

On tiie completion of the road to Jackeon, the employment of tout 
additional enginei will tie ahsohitdy indi^tens^le to the proper ao- 
commodation of the nest yesiv' biulnen. The cost of iheae m^ 
diinea, includiog their transportation to Detroit, will be about 038,- 
000. The coramiasioners are, however, unpiroyided with any means 
for their purchase ; but conceiving that the road would be, in a great 
ineawire, unaToilable without them, and that the busineea of the in- 
terior must in consequence suffer materially, they cannot urge too 
strongly upon the legialature the necessity of providing for them la 
due season. To complete and have them delivered here as soon as 
aeededi will require all the time that now remains, and it is very im- 
portant that the roaonfacturers duiuld be notified with as little delay 
M possible. The board consider the early attention of the legisla- 
ture to this sut^ect the more important as, upon the opening of navi- 
gation, they confidently look for a very great increase of trarel on 
this route, over that of any former season. Arrangerasnts are sow 
in progress for estaUishtng a daily steamboat communication between 
St. Joseph and Chicago, ^»at fiity miles, which diatasce may be per- 
formed by any good boat in five hours. From St Joseph to JackooB, 
the staging is 120 miles ; the ro«d is generally good, and may ho 
travelled in fVora 21 to 26 hours; for railroad time from JacksoB til 
Detroit, fii hours, uid we have the whole time from Chicago to Os> 
troit, 350 miles by this route, about 86, or, at most, ay 40 houi% 
which is dObj two deys lew than the time required upon the dtortest 
land route now travelled, and about two and a half days leas thu ib» 
average trips by Gteamboat So great a saving in time and ditf>Boe» 
with the consequent redocticKi in expense, cannot fall to divert npOB 
this route a large portion of the travel which annually psaasa around 
OB by a circuitous and oftentimes dangerous navigadcm, ai>d also to 
phee it far beycHid cooipethton from any other route by land. 
It will also be borne in mind, that, by the mondi of July next, « 
Vol. II. 35 
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OMinttcted chaia of railroBdi will be nry nmAj, if not entMy^ 
^jompleted and ia opnatioa ihxD the city of Boston to BnAlot tiM 
influence of which upon the bmiDeM and profits oS our own md, mi^ 
ntuly be foreMen. The Tery great inoresn of trttrdling Ihril tl i M 
batwew the eoftem BtaUe and the nlley of the Mlannippi, bf ttm 
northern roate, which aay be relied upon the poming eoa KMi, (at 
which the in^rovement in the route from Detrcut to Chicago iHU fas 
■moDg the moat important,) muat ineTitat>lj draw through -tUi 
■ectioa-of the coantiy a. vast emoont of the weaters tnnA wUok 
now finde its winding and uncertain way by nore nntiierly r wi t eK 
Independent, then, of the influence of the Central railroad npM 
the iateresta of the middle and western portion* of the state, aa.lB 
outlat for their productiona, and the great saving in the item oi tiain 
portalicm realized by the producer and manufacturer alone, the oom^ 
missioners confidoitly anticipate that the establishment of a cotmBCt* 
ed doily line by steamboat, stage, and railroad between Detnut and 
Chicago, performing thewhole distance, at a reduced espense, ta'a 
day and a half, will, by another season, so for add to the travel upon 
the road, and the profits to be derived from it, as to convince even 
the most sceptical, not only of its importance as a link in the great 
Borthem chain of internal communication, but also ss a source of 
revenue to the Btatc. 

It is, therefore, earnestly to be hoped, that no want of praparatka^ 
on the part of the board, may deprive the state of a full partidpatioB 
in the benefits to accrue. 

In connection with this subject, they would observe, that some w^ 
rangement between the board and the proprietors of the stages and 
oteomboals, which ore designed to run in connection with the oara 
between this city and Chicago, may be necessary for the mutual b^ 
nefit of the parties ; and it is suggested whether the board should not, 
by BiHne special act of the legislature, be authorized to afford any aid 
on their part, or enter into any arrangem^t calculated to incraaae 
the accommodations to the travelling public, or advance the interMAs 
oftbestate. 

. A track, leading from the depot in Detroit, down Woodward ava- 
nue to Atwater street, and thence 1,000 feet each way along the 
same, was cwistracted by a former board under a resolution of the 
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tagLiItiture appropriating the sum of 9S,000 for that objecL Thii 
tjrack wea designed to fscilitate the forwarding busineaa, and save to 
the shipper the eipense of nartage from the depot to the docks ; hut 
the route adopted is, on many accounts, injudicious, and the grades 
below Jefierson avenue are ao heavy and difficult to overeomei as to 
render the track almost entirely useless. 

The commissioners are of the opinion, thai the increase of hun- 
ness during the next season, consequent upon the extension of the 
road to Jackson, will render it necessary to provide some additional 
facilities for the delivery of produce in thb city. They are also of 
the opinion, that the proper way to approach the water, would he to 
leave the main track some three-fourths of a mile or more west of the 
depot, and reach the level of the docks by a gradual descent, such ei 
will admit of the economical use of locomotive power. 

Tlie board have had this matter much under Consideration, but 
have delayed all action upon it, until they should be properly author 
ized by the legislature. There is but little doubt, that the money now. 
expended for cartage alone, would, in two years time, pay the cost 
of the track, while the facilities for the receipt and delivery of nsei^ 
dtandize and produce would be greatly increased, and many of the 
present forwarding charges saved to the owner. As these expenses 
contribute to make up the coat of transporting our produce to mar- 
ket, and also to enhance the price of merchandize and other articles 
received in return, which are transported over the railroad, the con- 
struction of such a track can only be considered of importance as re- 
gards the interests of the interior, and it is recommended on that ao- 
caunl alone. 

Wherever this track may branch off from the main track, would- 
be a Bttilable point for the erection of cor houses and shops ) for the 
wont of the former of which, the public property, at this end of the 
load, is suffering very material damage. The act approved April 1, 
1841, authorizing the expenditure of eight thousand dollars for tlie 
erection of a c&r house, has proved wholly inoperative, as the city of 
Detroit owns no ground suited to the purpose, the use of which eaa 
be gratuitously granted to tbe state, as required by law. 
. In connectKUi with this subject, the board would further remark, 
ifaM the right to use tbe ground at preeent occupied by (be n 
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«ttd ear ihop^ utd the officn conoectad with this road, k ixaMand 
very doubtful^ as a deciaion of tb* court of chancer]' of thh ttate baa 
materially lMMD«d the power of the corporation of the city of D^ 
troit to grant the right to occupy the same ; and tha board havo 
•Tary ressra to fear that claiina will ultimately be urged againal 
the state for damaget done to the property of indiTidual^ if the boiM* 
inga remain as at present located. 

The total amount of eatimales made by the engiiieera on this worii 
has been, on the 

Fourth division from Ann Aihor to Dexter, tllS,3I6 90 

Fifth *< " Dexter to Jackson county line, llft,I89 M 
Kxth " " oousty line to village of Jackson, 61,429 Ttt 

>8I 6.886 »a 

Of dw abOra amount there haa been estimated between December 
1, 1640, and November 80, 1S41, on the 
Fourth division, t3,48S 44 

Fifth do 87,403 35 

Sixth do 61,097 OS 

•130,986 SA 



There yet remains to be estimated on work unfinished, including 
an engine bouse and shop at Jackson, not yet contracted for, on the 
Fifth division, 91,430 00 

Sixth do 9,136 61 

— . — ■ tlO.571 81 

The contracts let on the seventh and eighth divisions between Jaok* 
son and Marshall, 91 miles, are estimated 
For gruU»ng, grading and building culverts, to 

arooontto 9W,200 00 

Timber, 43,500 00 



Malting a total of tl32.700 00 

There has been paid during the year ending November 80, 1841, 
for the constroction of this road, the sum of 9104,586 40, whid> 
sum inolndea die amount of eetimatea and accounts outstanding at tffe 
tea of the last r^iort, and claims of every nature which have been 
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l^fjttaA within th« yeair, chorgeaUe to this appnpriuion, ezcluaive 

of iron, viz : 

For engineeriDgt S5,9<T 81 

grubbing, 785 55 

grading, 76,416 63 

superatructura, 87,707^ ^9 

bridges, 6,641 36 

iron, (for (nmsportation of 118 tons 

from Buffalo, and cartage, 488 00 

waly stations, ' 2,16S 64 

contingent expenses, 540 68 

danMge8,fornghtofway,>3,833 26 
fencing, 697 20 

non-fulfillmentof contract, 7,363 77 

— ■ ■ 11,894 28 

tl94,ft96 49 

Of ^is Bom there baa been expended on ^ 

the fourth division, $50,634*87 

finh do 85,369 19 

aUth do •• 68,688 48 

Whole amount of approprifttioBS made on this worlt, $1,300,000 00 
do expended to NoTember 80, 1641, 1,063,484 41 



Unexpended balance, 



There has been received on this road for the year ending Novem; 
her SO, 1641, 
For transportation of 26,416 passengers to and from 

Detroit and Dexter and way, ^ $88,748 09 

United States mail to and from Detroit and Dex- 
ter and way, 3402 67 
do 63,401 bbls flour do do $14,826 13 
do 8,743,261 lbs. merchandise, , do 14,491 60 
do 3,614,608 do ogricnltuial pro- 

ducts, do 8,880 0S> 

do 67,000 feet lumber, do SOS 3» 

earned farward, $ $ 
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Brou^t forwftidy 
do 162 cords wood» 
do 1048i M shiDgles, 9 

do 2888 bbls. pork. 



do 
do 
do 

• 


135 78 
466 87 
849 90 


J. j" 

84»402 M 
•71,249 49 







Total receiptjii^ 

There has been paid for the current expenses of running the 

For repairs of road, $15,687 55 

machinery and cars, 12,876 87 

re-building Rouge bridge, 8,400 00 ^ 

expenses of freight and ^ 

passenger trains, 5,845 85 



weigh master's department, 2,109 84 



Dearborn station, 


882 90 


Wayne do 


952 65 


Ypsilanti do 


995 68 


Ann Arbor do 


1,403 18 


Dexter do 


472 58 


pay of locomotive engi- 




neers, 


8,482 55 


wood. 


8,588 07 


oil. 


622 07 


Total expenditures, 


$51,718 74 


From which is to be deducted the follow- 


ing sums for extraordinary expenditures. 


not properly to be estimated 


as current 


expenses, viz : 




For re-building bridge over ri- 




ver Rouge, and expenp 




ses occasioned by it. 


$8,668 00 


new machinery now on 




hand, not in use, pro- 


w 


cured in anticipation of 




being needed during 




this winter. 


165 00 



• 



Cajried forward, $ $51,718 74 
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Brought forward, ^ $ $61,718 74 

Pot labof and motemli in 

balimug new can, Z,W6 6fi 

* Anxnuit of extraordinary expenses, 96,124 55 

Amount of current expenMS, ^ i 

II* - 
Net Mtmings of the road for the year, ( 

Of thia amount, there has been paid into 

the state treasury, tlS,0S6 99 

there is dae from appropriation for 
construction, for iron, work, &c, 
done by hands in machine shop, 997 82 

there is due fn»n John Van Fossen, 

late acting commtssbner, 203 01 

there ia in the hands of S. Conant, 
acting conunissioner, 3,271> 98 



To which sum, adding amount q£ extraoi^ 

dinaiy expenses aboTe, * 6,124 69 

will leave the amount of net earnings, tg5.655 80 

JkeapUvlation of expenditurea on the vorkt of iiitemal imj>rotemeni 
for the year ending Hovember 30, 1840. 

Central railroad, •194,686 49 

Southern do 148.165 00 

Northern do 7,022 34 

Clinton and Ealamaxoo canal, S0,764 6S 

Saginaw canal, . 5,173 79 

Canal around the rapids of Grand river, 88 84 

Improvement of Grand river, 104 17 

do do Kalamazoo river, 1,164 68 

do do Sl Joseph dp » 1,706 02 

Detroit and Grand river road, 487 87 

Saginaw turnpike, 3,876 91 

Tbtal expenditures, »419ilW M 



» 
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Und«r an act of the last legialattire, Robert Stuartf JEbq.f than 
state treasarer, was authorised to obtain the Iron at that thne inthe 
possession of Messrs. Hicks & Ca, of New Tork» and under a teso- * 
lution of the late board* he was also authorized to provide for deli* 
rering the same in this city. Under this authority^ he entered into 
a contract with Messrs. Lewis de Wright, of Oswego, to receive nii 
iion at New York, and deliver the same at Detroit, for 811 56i par 
net ton, to be paid in drafts at sight, on Mesuv. John WArd ds Co»f 
for $2,500, and the balance to become due, in drafls on the Odober 
instalment due from the bank of the United States. ^ 

Under this contract, Messrs. Lewis dc Wright have delivered to 
this city, 993 569-2000 tons of iron, a portion of which is held by 
the state, and a portion in the hands of their agents in this city, sub- 
ject to a lien to secure themselves from loss in consequence of tha 
failure in the payment of the October instalment, on which drafti In 
their favor were drawn, amounting to $9,728 64. 

A portion of this iron, sufficient to cover one and a half miles of 
road, has been used on the La Plawince bay road at Monroe, and the 
balance, except that held subject to tlie lien before mentioned, haa 
been distributed and used on the line of the Central railroad betweaa 
Ann Arbor and Jackson. 

The board, before closing their remarks on this subject, would take 
the opportunity to express their gratification of the honorable man- 
ner in which Messrs. Lewis d:; Wright have performed their part of 
this contract, notwithstanding the great doubt and uncertainty of the 
ultimate payment of the drafts given them, and cannot urge too 
strongly upon your honorable body, that some early provision be 
made to indemnify them against loss. 

There has been paid on account of this iron, since the date of the 
last report, the following sums, to wit : 
Messrs. Hicks & Co., for balance due them, in bills of the bank of 

the United States, $19,550 00 

In drafls on the July instalment, 50,740 00 

do do October instalment, 1,707 27 

$71,997 27 



Carried forward, $ 
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Brought forward, #71,997 27 

Lewis 6i Wright, for transportation of 

993 569-2000 tons iion from New*York 

to Detroit, and 87 1670-2000 tons spike 

from Albany to Detroit, and insurance 

on the same, in sight drafls on John 

Waid & Ca, New York, #2,500 00 

In drafts on October instalment, 9,728 64 



12,228 64 

Strong & McReynoIds, for transportation on six kegs 

connecting plate, 8,660 lbs., 70 71 

Total, $84,296 62 



Under a joint resolution of the legislature, approved March 31, 
1840, the auditor general was directed to charge to the appropria- 
tions on the several railroads, the amount of iron used upon the same, 
including the transportation and other charges. 

From a want of proper information on this subject, not a contract 
or original bill of purchase being in possession of the public agents, 
it has been impossible for this Ixwd to furnish that officer with the 
amount necessary to be charged to the works on which the iron has 
been used, until the whole quantity of iron purchased has been deli- 
vered to the state, and all claims against it adjusted. 

It will, therefore, be remembered, that in the preceding statements 
of expenditures on the Central and Southern railroads, the amount 
of iron used on these works has not been charged to the approprio- 
lions thereon. 

Contingent Expenses of Board. 

There has been paid from the internal improvement fund, for the 
contingent expenses of the board, since the date of last report, for 
clerk hire, #650. This amount includes one month's services of last 
year, paid since the date of that report 

There has also been paid for stationery, postage, dec, for the use 
of the board, from the appropriation on the Southern railroad, the 
som of #29 37 ; on the Clinton canal, the sun\ of #39 50 ; on the 
Saginaw canal, the sum of #39 04 ; and on the Northern railroad, 
the sum of $10 25 ; making in the aggregate the sum of #118 16. 

Vol. II. 26 
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The tndhor genenl not feeling anthorind by tny **i«tiig Iw, 
to draw from tho treasury any moMya nacMnry.to defray Urn t^ 
penaesof the board, the only ooaiw left for thamtoadopi, wa«i» 
charge to the several appropriatioiia tba amcnint naceanzy to mmt 
the same. 

The undersigned would respactfblly suggeat, vheOiar it woaUjok 
be advjs&ble to feuthorize the auditor general -to dimw $iM|^ to 
meet theee expenses, in order to the oorreta keeping of At ptAUt^t* 
counts. 

Of the sum above given, there ha* been paid, 
For stationery, $69 S5 

postages, 11 M 

extra clerk hire, copying report 

of late board, S8 00 

travelling expenses of B. Stuart, 
late treasurer, IB 87 

•lie 18 

To which add amount of clerk hire, 

above given, 650 00 

will leave thb sum, the amount paid for the year, exclu- 
sive of services of acting commiaaioner, fTflS 16 

OuUtitJiding Clatnu. 

Under this head the board would state, that there are, upon neariy 
all of the linoe of (he public works, claims existing to a consideraUs 
amount, for right of way, timber taken. Ace, dec, which, under ths 
existing law for (he " assessment of the value of lands taken for ilia 
use of any public work, and damages occasioned by the occupatioB 
of the same," it is completely beyond their power to adjust, inasmuch 
as the board of appraisers required by this law, is the only body 
competent to act in the matter, and they ceasing to exist by the rfr> 
signation of the majority of the same, it seems to bo indispensaUe 
that some legislative provision should be made to do justice to the 
parties concerned. 

Whether the existing law, authorizing an appeal from the deciaian 
of the board of appraisers, to the circuit court of any county, is beat 
calculated to promote the interest of all parties, is n matter for the 
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legislature to determine ; but it is certain that this course has sub- 
jected both parties to very great trouble and expense during the past 
year, and if any other manner of adjusting these claims could be 
adopted, it would undoubtedly conduce to the interests of the claim- 
ant as well as the state. 

There yet remains dae to Messrs. Baldwin, Vail & Hufty, of Phi- 
ladelphia, the sum of 914,000, for two locomotive engines purchased 
last year, which were delivered to the state under the assurance that 
tfaey should be paid out of the first appropriation made. This has 
not been done, in consequence of the refusal of Messrs. Baldwin & 
Co., to accept a draft on the October instalment, and there being no 
authority vested in the board to convert the treasury notes, issued in 
pursuance of an act of the last legislature, into funds current in New 
York or Philadelphia- 

This claim has been assigned to Messrs. Hendricks &s Brothers, of 
New York, under the conditions before mentioned ; and as they are 
now urging the same strenuously against Messrs Baldwin ds Co., it 
is feared they may adopt such a course as will subject the latter per- 
sons to considershle loss. The board would, therefore, hope that the 
means of adjusting this claim at an early day, will be provided by 
yoar honorable body. 

There is also a claim of Messrs. E. Coming dc Co., of Albany, 
UDOunting to $3,659 43, for spike fumbhed for the construction of 
the Southern railroad ; but, as a portion of these spike have proved 
to be made of bad material, the matter cannot, at present, be set- 
tled. 

Many other claims have been presented to the board during the 
past year, which remain unsettled ; and, as a large portion of diem 
an of a character on which the board do not doem it their duty to 
act, the presumption is, that they will bo presented to the legislature 
during its session. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

SHUBAEL CONANT, 
THOMAS ROWLAND, 
GEORGE W. JERMAIN. 
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(A.) 

Sepertqf John M.Barie*,prHieifalaigiaeer,o» dig b>tatim«f tig 
canai arovnd tie Bapidt of Graxd Biotr. 

Detroit, FiArwaj 0, 184L 
Jomt Vam Fobskk, Eiq^ Aetimg Communimer : 

Sib— I have ezaniined tfas report, pUuu nod eetimatM pn^Msd hf 
Tracy McCracken, civil eogineer, for a ca&al aronnd the n^Atof 
Grand river, and having ntisfied noTaelf by a peraraal inspeotkn af 
the ground, and from infoimation derived from various soorcei^ 4Kt 
all the anticipated advantages to the ataie, or to the section of eooa- 
try dependent upon, or interested in the navigation of this Himw. 
would, for the present, and poaribly id all future tine, be fully at- 
tained by the oonstmction of a work of smaller dimejiilona and ef lam 
expensive character than that upon which 3fr. McCracken's. sati- 
mates are based — would reqiectfully stats for the infonnation <^ the 
CCRnmiasioners, that the survey made under the direction of the late 
board, embraced both sides of the Viver, and extended fnna tiwhead 
of the rapids, down the stream, one mile and sixty chains, in which 
distance it appears there is a fall of seventeen and a lialf feet. This 
fall it was proposed to overcome in two combined locks, to bs loootad 
at the lower termination of the canal. 

The estimates of Air. McCmcken are based upon a canal of ei^Uy 
feot in width at the water line, with five feet depth of water, and 
give for the total cost of making the improvement on one side of the 
river, the sum or«ia,685 60, and on the other 952,587 00, the tf 
ference, $5,001 40, being in favor of the south ude. 

In the amount given as the coA of the work' upon the south skl^ » 
included the sum of 06,290 00, which is estimated by the engineer 
as the value of the work already done by the Kent company, in ths 
excavation of their race for manufacturing purposes at the point in 
question, and which it is proposed to make use of for the canal, should 
it be located on that side of the river. This sum is not stated as the 
cost of the race, but as the difference between what would have been 
the coat of making the canal if the ground were in its natural state, 
and what it would have cost, the race being mode use of. 

Omitting this amount, UiQ cost of the canal upon the south side, na 
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hentoforo estimated, will }» 940,305 60. This race^'^irhich is al- 
ready of the requisite width, commences about sixty-eight cbahlflielow 
the head or the rapida, and extends to Bridg»street, in th« village 
of Grand Rapids, a distance of thirty-six chains. From this point, ' 
to the point where it was proposed to let the canal into the river, is 
twenty-two chains, making the whole length of the improvement re- 
quired for this side of the river, one hundred and twenty-six chains. 
Should the canal be terminated at the point above referred to, the 
amount of lockage required will be fif^n feet. 

In making use of the race, it will be necessary to raise (he banks 
high enough to increase the present depth of wider about three feet, 
or to within ux inches of the level of the upper pond, the expense of 
doing which is included in the estimate. 

Immediately below the proposed termination, and at an average 
distance of about two hundred feet from the south shore, is a range 
of islands, three in number, extending about three-quarters of a mile 
down the river, forming the south or east channel, now used for 
steamboats, and for the improvement of which, the money heretofore 
expended by the state, at this place, has been applied. The only ob- 
structions to this channel, as I have learned, b caused by tiie deposit 
from an eddy around the foot of the second island. By cloetng the 
passages between these islands, the expense of which, it is believed, 
would not exceed ^00 00, this difficulty would be obviated, and the 
current through the channel, rendered of more equal or uniform ve- 
locity. 

It is posnble that it may be necessary to remove the deposit which 
has taken place at the point referred to, by dredging, but the proba- 
bility is, that the action of a uniform current would of itself gradu- 
ally wear it away, and the cause being removed, it could never re- 
form. 

It has been suggested tiiat a greater volume of water should be 
thrown into this channel by extending a wing dam into the streimi 
from the head of the upper island, and in case of need, this could 
readily be done, but unless abaolutely necessary, which does not ap- 
pear to me to be the case, it had better not be done, as the effect 
might be to create obstructions elsewhere, and indeed experience 
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teacbas n that,' in all weh knpioranenii^ it ia baat to interfan t/i 
little B8 poaiible with tke natimi ooum of tba w^ter. 

From the bead of tha Kent conqwiy'a ncs, to iha head of ftiv 
' rapidi, a distance of sixty-cigiit chaina, it waa pnqxiaad by the vtf^ 
neer, to throw oat into the rivar, at one hundred and &Sty or tvo 
hundred feet from the shore, aa ewiharikment bearily fwed wlA 
etonet and of luch height aa I9 oonfina the water at the requiaita ^ar* 
el, but allowing it to shed orer the wall in tinu or&eaheta. 

This w<Hild undoubtedly be aa perfect aa any other plan for the b^ 
per pan of the work, but asohe^ if not BcheaperwBy,And tdjng 
into view the facility which it would affiwd for the use of the mtsr 
power on either aide of the river, and without reference to th)^ kK»> 
tion which the commissioners may adopt, a nkav deairoble ooe wgnU 
be, to eoQBtruct a dam at tha fint fitvorable-poJut above the head c( 
the race, of such height aa to raise the water to the level of tba op* 
per pond. For the construction of such a dam, there is every fack' 
lity at hand ; the water, at ordinary times, is only from one to two 
feet in depth, and the bottom being of limestone rock, there can be 
no difficulty in rendering the worlc perfectly secure. 

The length of the dam need not exceed six hundred feet, and Ibe 
height to which it would be necessary to raise the water, is only two 
feet nine or ten inches. 

The cost of the dam, and the expense of cotmectiog it by a nwla 
or wing^ with the head of the canal, would be the same for either ude 
of the river, deducting, of course, from the south side, the value of « 
small portion of the mole already constructed by the Kent company. 
From the dam to the head of the rapid, it will be necessary to exc^ 
vato a channel, for a portion of the distance, through the rock ; the 
same amount of rock excavation will be required, whether the dam 
be built, or the mole extended to the head of the mpide, or whether 
the canal be located on the north or south nde of the river ; and, in 
the estimate for five feet depth of water, it makes a very heavy and 
important item. The width proposed for this channel, is fifty feet 

A dam mi^t be built of such height, as to render this excavation 
unnecessary; but, besides that, the increased expense of such a dam,' 
and the additional amount of lockage, would probably very nearly 
equal the cost of the excamtioD ; it would raise the water in the 
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pond nbore so mncli, u to occadon serious damage to the land on the 
btHdaTS of the Btream, which i% of itself, a sufficient argument against 
it Should the csjisl be located on the north side, there will be no 
TariatioD in the plan for the upper part of the work, and no material 
difference in the cost. 

The length of the mole, from its intersection with the dam, to the 
point where it Is proposed to take the canal out of the river, would 
be the same ; but, on this side, the ground is higher than npon the 
Bouth side, and confines the canal, for the greater part of its length* 
to the banks, and throws the onter slope of the canal into the water* 
0r near its edge. A large amount of slope, or protection wall, thua 
beoomefl neoeesary, which, in the estimate heretofore giren, amounta 
to 8,744 cubic yards, the coet of which is put down at 91 per yard. 
In order to reach the deep water on the north side, it is found to 
be necessary to continue the canal filleen chains further down the 
stream, than upon the opposite side, and, even with this extensnn, 
dredging will still be necessary at the lower end. It would also seem 
to me to be requisite to construct a mole at this point, by means of 
which the current and wash of the stream shall be excluded froQi the 
channel, so excavated The expense of such a mole, does not a^ 
pear to have been taken into the account. The total length of the 
work on the north side, will be one hundred and forty-one chains, 
It must also be remarked, that, upon the north side, there appears to 
be no way in which the necessity for overcoming the whole fall of 
the rapid, by lockage, con be avoided ; while upon the other side, by 
dosing the passages between the islands mentioned, the channel be- 
tween them and the south shore may be so used as to save near Iwq 
feet of the fall to be overcome by the locks. In regard to the width 
proposed for the canal, it may be stated, that eighty feet water line 
. is considered no more than sufficient to furnish the quantity o( water 
necessary for the purposes of navigation, and of the machinery which 
is now, or may hereaner be brought into use at this point For the 
purpoeee of navigation alone, the width might, unquestionably, be 
reduced on either side ; but, on the south side, to give this width to 
(he canal, will occarim no increase of expense, except for a lAtle 
over a quarter of a mile of new canal to be constructed ; while, up- 
on the north ade, to secure the free and unemborraned we of the 
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mUnr power to be cnaled, without iDtarfering with tha nBngalioD, 
will not allow oF any redaction in the Tolnma of water to be peased, 
or in the width of the oanaL It ii satisfBctorily aacartained, that 
three and a half feet depth of water will, for the pieaent, ODd far 
nuu>y years to come, answer all the purpoeei desired ; and the exa- 
mination which, in conformity to your wishes, I have given to 4ui 
subject, the object has been, to ascertain bow lor the coet of efm^ 
Btruction might be reduced, by this reduction in depth, ot hy v^ 
other change in the plans heretofore proposed, which mig^occur 1ft 
me, as not affecting the value or utility of the worL In the Mtt 
mate of Mr. HcGraoken, lodiage is put down at tl,O0O per foot lUL 
This ia the price of stone locka of the usual dimension^ aad, iob' 
', .der ordinary circumstances, are generally estimated) but it ii Bolt 
stated whether they were intended to be built of stone or of wool 
If of stone, then for locks of tha dimension proposed for this canal, 
^one hundred and twenty by thirty feet in the ohsmober,) the estimate 
would appear to me to be very low ; while, for limber locks, it ia 
probably much too high. 

Id any coae where timber is abundant, and stone of suitable quiu 
lity not readily obtained, and especially where economy in the first 
cost is of so much importance, there can t*e little doubt of the pro- 
priety of making use of tlie cheaper material, which will answer as 
well OS any other until decay takes place, when, our means being 
more abundant, the work may be renewed.in a more costly and per- 
manent manner. 

I woold, therefore, recommend that the locks be built of wood, 
and also that, in place of a guard lock at the head, there be substi- 
tuted two pair of guard gates, shutting olT a portion of the canal to 
answer the purpose of a lock. This will be much the cheaper way* 
and the only objection is, that it will require a Uttle more time for 
passing a boat, and will expend somewhat more water, which loss ia 
of no consctiuence. As the amount to be applied to the construction 
of ttiis work, may be barely suiEcicnt for the pur|>ose, it is neces- 
sary that the cost of the plan proposed, should be reduced as low aa 
can be done consistently with the proper attainment of the object 6a- 
sired, and this has constantly been kept in view in preparing the esti- 
moies herewith submitted. It must be remembered that, although 
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the quantity of excavation will be very much lessened by reducing 
the depth of water, yet, that the embankment will remain the same, 
since there is no variation in the level. For this last item, I have 
retained the quantities heretofore furnished. 

For further information relative to the obstrinrtions at this point, I 
would respectfully refer the commissioners to the repcnrt of Mr. Mc- 
Cracken, and also to the report of John Almy, Elsq., of the exami-r 
nation made by him in 1837, with a view to the improvement of the 
bed of the stream from its mouth to Lyoas, Ionia county. 

Estimates for south side of River, 

5,000 cubic yards rock excavation, at $1 per yard, $5,000 00 

4,010 do do earth do at 25 c do 1,002 50 

10,448 do do embankment, at 25 c do 2,612 00 

15 feet lockage, at $700 per foot lift, 10,500 00 

Stopping passages between islands at lower end of canal, 500 00 

2 pair guard gates, $500, 1,000 00 

Estimate for dam, 2,479 00 

Continuing present mole to connect with dam, 997 50 

1 culvert, 320 perches masonry, at #2 per perch, 640 00 

1 bridge with draw, 600 00 

Superintendence, 1,000 00 

•26,331 00 
10 per Q§nt for contingencies, 2,633 10 

Total amount, $28,964 10 

In the above statement, there is nothing allowed on account of the 

work already done by the Kent company ; this matter will, of course, 

be adjusted by the 4x)ard. 

Bstimates for the north side of River, 
5000 cubic yards rock excavation, at $1 per yard, $5,000 00 

5936 do do earth do at 25 c do 1,484 00 

8000 do do from bed of river, 30 c do 900 00 

30100 do do embankment 25 c do 7,525 00 

8744 do do protection wall, $1 do 8,744 00 

17 feet lockage, at $700 per foot lift, 11,900 00 

Carried forward, $ 
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Brought fonrard, 
2 pair gaard galee at 9600, 
1 culvert, 
Estimate for dam, 

do do mole to be connected with the dam, 
1 bridge with draw, 
Superintendence, 

10 per cent for contingencies, 
Total amount. 

From the above it appears that the changes proposed, will reduce 
the cost upon one side much more in proportion than upon the other, 
which arises from the fact, that the heavy quantities of embankment 
and walling upon the north side, are in no way affected by thaiQ } 
the embankment might be very much reduced by locating one of the 
locks at a point midway of tlie canal, or thereabouts, but as this would 
sensibly impair the value of the water power to be created upon the 
property of the state, I have not thought it best lo make any such 
reduction. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, by 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHN M. BERRIEN, 

Chief Engineer. 



(B.) 

JtepOTl of F. A. Hall, Superintendent of the improvement of the St. 
Joseph River. 

St. Joseph, December 6, 1841. 
Shubasl Conant, Esq.: 

SiE — Herewith you will receive my report of operations oo the 
St. Joseph river, in 1841. 

Agreeably to your instructions, I commenced on the 18th June, at 
a point 16 miles from the mouth of the river, (where the work was 
discontinued ImI fail,) to remove snags and other obstructions to the 
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safe navigation of the stream. The principal obstructions^ from the 
point above named and the village of Berrien, a distance of nine 
tnilesy consisted, (except shoals) of logs and trees, many of large size, 
having their branches deeply imbedded in the sand at the bottom, re- 
quiring much labor and the application of heavy purchases to re- 
move. I constructed a saw to work under water, and used it to cut 
off many of the principal branches of trees that lay in deep water, 
that were in the way of boats navigating the stream, thereby saving 
the labor of removing the entire trees, which are left so far below 
the surface, as not to endanger their passage over them. The dan* 
ger is also diminished from the fact, that this class of obstructions 
are in still as well as deep water, and can easily be avoided. 

This part of the work was not deemed of so much importance as 
the removal of rocks further up the stream ; and the low water and 
warm weather both favoring, determined me to proceed, as soon as 
practicable, to the removal of this class of obstructions. I accord- 
ingly commenced removing rocks where they appeared in the chan- 
nel usually navigated by boats, proceeding up the river to a point 
one mile above the village of Elkhart, in the state of Indiana, where 
I arrived on the 1st of October, having passed over a distance of 68i 
miles, and removed all the rocks in the channel of the stream usual- 
ly taken by the most experienced pilots. 1 then commenced drop- 
ping down the river, and laid up and discharged the hands on the 9th 
October. 

From a journal kept from day to day, I find the work accomplish- 
ed, to be the removal of seventy-five snags or trees from the bed of 
the river ; the breaking up of five driflts or masses of tunber that had 
accumulated in as mzmy difierent bends, and taking out of the chan- 
nel 1,649 rocks, the average weight of which is estimated at half a 
ton, besides removing numerous smaller ones, of which no memo- 
randum is made. 

The average number of men employed, is nine, at $20 per month, 
and the whole expenses for the respective months employed, includ- 
ing outfit, purchase of tools, payment of wages, repairs, provisions, 
6ic.y as shown by th^ monthly returns, duplicates of which have been 
forwarded, is, 
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For Jtme, Wai 99 

July* 874 87 

August, 291 88 

September and October^ 467 60 .^ 

$1,446 2Cl 

from June 14, at which tune preparations were commenced, to Octo- 
ber 9, the time of discontinuance. The distance from the .point| one 
mile above Elkhart, to Three itivers, is estimated at 84 miles, and 
the probable cost of improvement will average less per mile, fluua 
any part of the river passed over below« as there are fewer, obstnicr 

tions to be rentoved. 

■ . .■ ' » * i» ■ 

One and two-third montlis of the time has been employed In ioi- 
proving that part of the nier in the state of Indiana, aod h«rel 
would remark, that this portion of the river was more obstructed^ 
and the danger of the navigation in consequence of the rocks, grea^> 
er than that portion passed over in the state of Michigan. 

The navigation of the stream, from the highest point I reaohedp 
may now be considered safe for such crafl as can pass the various 
shoals. 

Observation ha3 cotifirmed me in the opinion, that the construction 
of wing dams, will secure a channel sufficient to allow the passage 
of boat^ drawing two and a half feet water, at the lowest stage of the 
riv^r ; and I have made a memorandum of the number that would 
secure this object, viz : from the mouth of river to state line, thirty- 
four, and from the state line to Elkhart, eighteen ; varying in lengtli 
from four to nine rods; the expense of construction say at $10 per rod. 

This would effectually overcome the obstructions now ofiered to 
the navigation by shoahf and very much enhance the value of the 
stream as an outlet to the largely increasing agricultural products of 
the St Joseph country. 

The number of keel boats is steadily increasing, and twenty-eight 
of this description of boats, carrying from one hundred to four hun- 
dred barrels flour, have found constant employment since the last 
harvest. In addition to this, a large number of arks are built in the 
upper parts of the river, and only used for floating down the heavy 
agricultural products, and thrown away as soon as unloaded. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

F. A. HULL, Superintendem. 
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(C.) 

Jleport of AMn Turner^ Chief Engineer on Southern railroad and 

Clinton and Kalamazoo canal. 

Adrian^ Naoember 30, 1841. 

Shubael Conant, Esq.j President Board of Internal Improvement : 

Sir — ^Under the direction of the board of internal improyement, 
in the early part of June last, I assumed the charge of the work on 
the Southern railroad, then in progress of construction between the 
villages of Adrian and Hillsdale, a distance of thirty-tWo miles, known 
as the second division of said road. 

The first division, extending from Monroe to Adrian, was so far 
completed as to admit of the running of the cars sometime in No- 
vember last. A daily train has passed over the road between Mon- 
roe and this place during the present season, but the amount of busi- 
ness has been limited, as it has only divided the business heretofore 
done on the Erie and Kalamazoo road, which, in fact, is all that can 
be expected, as long as both roads terminate at the same point, and 
the only means of rendering this portion available or profitable. Is 
the efurly completion of the second division, and the extensicm of the 
road from Monroe to some harbor on the lake accessible to the larger 
class of boats. 

Two points have been examined with a view to this extension, viz : 
La Plaisance bay and the ship canal, but no survey or estimate has 
as yet been made for the cost of the rocd to either point. Conside- 
rable money has already been expended on the east side of this bay 
in the construction of a pier^ or breakwater, which affords a safe and 
convenient shelter for the smaller vessels during a storm ; a light- 
house has also been built on a convenient point near the entrance of 
this harbor, and should this be made the terminating point of the 
road, it will be necessary to deepen the channel by dredging, so as 
to admit the larger class of boats. The pier, or breakwater, should 
also be extended three or four hundred feet, and the channel marked 
tout by buoys on each side. .This channel is formed by a current 
produced by the discharge of a portion of the waters of the River 
Raisin into the head of the bay, and in the event of the ship canal 
being completed, the waters of the Raisin would be discharged 
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thjougli that channel, and, of cdutn, tbo cuireot thRmgh the im.y ^ 
would ceaae. The quMtioa might then uiw, whether the dium«t 
would not be liable to fill, and sal^ect the goTemment to e yeSHy 
expense in Temoring the yearly depodts which ere now carried into . 
the lake by the current of the river. 

A pier and warehouae have been erected on Uw bay by « Ohirt— ., 
edcompanyi who-claim the ezoluaive right pT controlling' As. fan^ 
nesBof the La Plaisance bay harbor, which isthetemiinatioaaCAA' 
River Esiun and Lake Erie railroad. Thii work unitei witfi tt^ 
Southern railroad at Jfomroe, and haa, by an aict of th» legidMor^ 
become the property of the state, and was intended as the (arqiHiip^ 
tioD of the Southern railroad ; but the advantages derived fioB tho 
poKhaae of this road, fall for abort of what wae ointicipatedi its 
ditioD being such as to render it uselev, except for hone | 
tiierehy subjecting the stale to an extra expense of sixty-aeTra oaaih 
for every car tran^wned over this portion of the road, whleJi, if ' 
two years, with the present business only, would equal the coat of 
putting the road in repair for locomotive power, besidee, on the ooki^ 
pletion of the second division, horse power on this portion of the road 
would be inadequate to the increase of business. 

In relation to the ship canal, considerable money has already been 
expended, and portions of the canal finished ; piers hare been e^ 
tended on both udes of the canal into the Joke, between five and uk 
hundred feeL This canal connects the lake with a bend of the R^ 
ver Raisin, and, when completed, will afford a safe and conveniaot 
harbor, accessible at all times. Should this point l>e determined cn^ 
an extension of the Southern road will be required. The Hlg>mt(y 
from the present point of termination, to the mouth of the sliip w- 
nal, is about two and half miles, mostly through a marsh, which, on 
the score of economy, should be built during the winter. This road, 
however,- would be only temporary, in case the proposed improve- 
ments of the river are carried into complolion, as the present termi' 
nation of the road, in that event, would be at the head of navigB> 
tion. The river improved to this point, would make one of the beat 
harbors on the lake, the current of the river passing through the ca- 
nal, would prevent the formation of any bars to obstruct the panaga 
of boats. 
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I would suggest to the board the propriety of connecting the Pal- 
myra and Jacksonburg railroad with the Southern railroad, near the 
present junctiont east of Adrian. This would secure a considerable 
amount of business that now goes by the Erie and Kalamazoo rail- 
road to Toledo. I am informed that 15,000 barrels of flour hare 
been manufactured at Tecumseh and Manchester, and sent to Toledo 
over this road, which, had facilities been offered, would have passed 
over the Southern railroad to Monroe, and, in return, a proportion^ 
ate amount of imports transported to the above named places. 

The country through which the second division of the Southern 
road passes, Ib much settled ; the first twenty miles a fine timbered 
range, eecond to none in the depth and fertility of its soil, in the qua* 
lity of timber, and its adaptation to the various pursuits of agricul-* 
ture. The remaining twelve miles consists principally of oak open- 
ings, interspersed with marshes and lakes, possessing a rich soil pe^ 
culiarly adapted to the growing of wheat and Indian corn. The sec* 
lion of country west and south of Hillsdale, tributary to this road. 
Is said to be one of the finest in the state for farming purposes, and, 
if we take the present season ae a criterion, it is believed the amount 
of products, together with the imports to be transported on this road, 
would be sufficient to pay the interest on the cost of construction to 
Hillsdale. This place, it is thought, owing to the pecuniary matters 
of the state, will be the western termination of this road for many 
years. A better point, probably, could not have been selected, havirig 
in view the future interests of the state, being situated on the direct 
route to Branch Coldwater, dso., possessing the advantage of good 
roads at all times, and a central location for business. 

I have been informed that the Manhattan railroad company are 
prosecuting their work to oompletion, and intend to have it ready for 
the trains in the early part of next season. This road is designed to 
unite with the Southern railroad at Monroe, and will form a connect* 
ing link with the Ohio railroad now in progress of construction to 
Cleveland. This route will form one of the greatest thoroughfares 
for winter, (if not for summer) business, in the western states ; there- 
fore the importance of c^mipleting the road to Hillsdale at as early 
a day as possible, must be self-evident to every one acquainted with 
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the amount of travel and freight that would paflBX>ver it in the event 
of its completion. 

The whole amount of western business now done at Toledo, ma 
Adriany Erie and Kalamazoo road, would be done at much greater 
advantage at Monroe via the Southern railroad, and the profits acoru^ 
ing from the transportation, placed to the credit of that work and ap- 
plied to the payment of the interest and principal of the debt incurs 
red by the construction of the road, instead of filling the cofifers of 
a private company. It is an axiom that *^ a penny saved is worth 
two earned," and although not applicable in all cases, in this itsjtruth 
is apparent, for the expenses attending the laying and colleotiog of 
the necessary taxes to meet this principal and interest, and diriNirsing 
the same, would be saved to the people of the state, whose borthena 
are already too heavy. 

In view of the above, and with the hope that iron would be fur* 
nished to put the road in operation as soon as it could be got ready, 
I took measures, in the early part of the season, to have the contracts 
completed by the first of December ; subsequently, however, it was 
ascertained that iron could not be had, in consequence of the failure 
in the payment of the October instalment, and the consequent re- 
duction of the amount of state scrip authorized to be issued, and the 
contractors not being able to procure the necessary means to pay 
their men, except in warrants, the work will not be completed at as 
early a day as was anticipated 

It is, however, in a state of forwardness, and with the exception 
of sections 9, 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32, will be nearly completed in the 
course of two weeks ; section 9 crosses a tamarack sweunp, the grad? 
ing over which, was supposed to be nearly complete, when a portion 
of the road, several rods in length, settled into the marsh to the depth 
of 9 or 10 feet, which will require some weeks to raise again to 
grade. Section 28 terminates in a long marsh, crosses a smaller 
one, the depth of which I have not been able to ascertain, but will 
require five or six weeks to fill it to grade. Section 29 crosses a 
long marsh ; a bridge has been constructed across this marsh which, 
upon examination, was found to be unsafe for transporting loads of 
any description, being built on piles from twelve to forty-five feet in 
length ; the long piles were driven in pieces, spliced by squaring the 



JOINT DOCUMENTS. 217 

ends and doweling them together with two inch dowels. Additional 
piles were deemed neceaaary, and having hut one machine, will re- 
quire two or three months to complete it 

The sections west of this will he in readiness by the time the bridge 
18 completed. Water stations and turn outs have been established at 
points where they were deemed necessary. No contracts, however, 
have been made for putting up the buildings — not being deemed im- 
portant until the road is nearly ready for use. 

Depot buildings will be required at Hillsdale, as early as they can 
be put in the spring ; for which purpose a release has been given 
for as much ground as may be necessary for the buildings, as well as 
the road. 

There was estimated, for work done on the second division, from 
the 1st December, 1840, to June 12, 1841, as appears by Mr. Met- 
calf's book, the sum of $31,257 25, and since, the sum of 988,817 
51, making the aggregate sum of $69,574 76. 

There was also estimated for engineering, as Appears by Mr. Met- 
calf 's books, from the first of December, 1840, to June 12, 1841, 
the sum of $3,278 39, and since that time, the sum of $1,770 87, 
making the sum total of estimates $74,625 02. 

Amount necessary to complete the road to Hillsdale, $15,682 00. 
This amount includes the ironing of the road ; the iron to be fur- 
nished and distributed at the expense of the state. The cost of the 
depot buildings at Hillsdale, not included in the above amount 

Annexed is a statement of the probable amount of exports and im- 
ports to be annually transported over this road, in the event of its 
completion to Hillsdale. This statement is made from data to be 
lied on, and is believed will fall far short of what will be realized. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

ALVIN TURNER, Engin€$r. 
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■Jie ftelbaUe mmimt tf atpun 
aUf, vts tkt fikmtJheni ndlro^ in tit tana of ite nw^ltlkmM 

mitdaie. . . 

BtporUfitm Adritm, Tii wmt d t, CKhAm,* 
Wheat Bnd flour, equal to 30,000 hanvk, 

atSSctik, <T,600 00 

Coun graJa, equal to 7,000 Iferreb whb- 

17, Bt as cu., 3,810 00 

do equal to 1,300 bairob poA and laid, 

at 88 cts., 414 1& 

166 toDC ubm, at 94 40, 886 40 

PlHMDgen, 5 per day. l.fiOO, at tl 6H, 3,648 13 



tMM^Wt 



tKparttfnm Mmnt. - 
600 tana merchandiM, at ^4 40^ «2,640 00 

8,600 b&rrela nit, at SS da., 1,156 00 

80 toni pig iron and caslJDgs, at §4 40, 183 00 

PosMngen, 5 per day, at 61 63}, 3,643 13 

ExporUjroM HUltdtiJe to Monroe. 

Wheat and flour, equal to 120,000 bor- 

relB, at 47 ct&. 966,400 00 

Coarte grain,equal to 1 S,60^^)arrela whis- 
ky, at 631 cts., 8,667 20 

do equal to 6,386 barrels pork and lard, 

at 631 eta., 3,029 13 

360 tons oahea, at 98 87, 3,003 50 

Posnngers, 30 per day, 6,260, at tS 00, 18,760 00 

Jhporttjron Monroe (0 BUUdale. 
1,760 tons merchandize, at 08 87. 914,647 60 

10,600 barrels salt, at 631 cl>., 6,663 SO 

00 tons pig iron and costings, 98 87, 768 30 

Panengen, 30 per day, 6,260, at 98 00, 18,780 00 



Amount of receipts, 

Corrried forward. 
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Brought forward, $ 

Cost of road when completed and stocked, 

say 9800,000. 

Interest on which at 6 per cent^ $48,000 00 

Expenses for running road, 81,800 00 

Repairs and incidental expenses, 15,000 00 

<94,800 00 

Amount of net profits, $66,125 22 

The undersigned would further report, that, in connection with 
the Southern railroad, the work on the Clinton and Kalamazoo canal 
has been prosecuted, under his supervision, to completion, as far as 
was let to contract, with the exception of half a section, which will 
probably be completed in the course of next month. 

It is to be regretted that a work of so much importance to the state 
—destined at some future day to be not only its pride, but its source 
of permanent revenue — should be so much neglected by the legisla^ 
ture, that it must not only remain unproductive to the state, but 
wholly useless to the enterprising citizens settled in its vicinity. Un- 
der the present financial condition of the state, the only remedy is 
its extension from Frederick, its present termination, to Detroit 
This would create an extensive water power at Detroit, and not only 
furnish the best facilities for transporting to market the large quan- 
tities of timber, lumber, staves, and wood, which that country annu- 
ally furnishes, but place the work in a condition to be preserved from 
danoge and decay, until the finances of the state shall be adequate 
to its completion. 

In relation to the importance of its extension westerly, I would 
beg leave to refer to the reports of James B. Hunt and Jarvis Hurd, 
the former commissioner and engineer on that work. 

Total amount of estimates for work done on the canal, exclusive 
of damages, dam at Frederick, or engineering, $282,628 02. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

ALVIN TURNER, 
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(D.) 

ToiheBMaraileBo€trdtf Iniernalbipriwew^eiU: 

The undersigned respectfully reportit that on the d8th day of AfA 
last he took charge of the Southern railroad, under a general letler 
of instructions from the acting commissicmery to place that portioii 
of the road between La Plaiaance bay and Adrian in readiness for 
the running of the cars, and to commence and continue running tbe 
same, so long as the receipts were sufficient to defray all eipensss 
of running the cars, and keeping in repair die road and madiiMry; 
It was found, on a close examination of that portion of theMad b»» 
tween Monroe and La Plaisance bay, that the curre conneotiiig the 
Southern with the La Plaisance bay road, was of so short a radtas 
as. to preclude the possibility of oyer running around die same with 
a locomotlTo engine ; that most of the La Plaisance bay road was 
built in so slight a manner, and the timber so much decayed, thai the 
whole superstructure would require re-building to make it available 
for locomotive power. This could not be done without a heavy out- 
lay of funds, and a delay in the business operations of the road for 
months. 

As the business season had already opened, it was determined to 
fill up this portion of the road in as expeditious and economical a 
manner as possible, for the use of horse cars only ; new ribbands 
were accordingly put down on about two miles and a half of the road^ 
a portion of the long bridge repleni^ed, and the iron spiked down 
on the whole in a temporary manner. 

The expense for the whole was, for materials used, exclusive of 
iron, 9478 76 

Labor, 249 70 



Making 9728 46 

for which duplicate vouchers are on file in the office of the auditor 
general, and also in the office of the board of internal improvement. 

The means for running the road were found to consist of one old 
locomotive engine, three four wheel passenger cars, three dirt cars^ 
one eight wheel wood rack and two very antique transportation cars ; 
in addition to these relics of what they had once been, a portion of 
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the work had been done towards fitting up two new transportation 
cars. These cars were finished daring the month of June, and paid 
for by the auditor general from the general appropriation ; Youchers 
for which are on file as above, amounting to 9225 54. 

During the month of July, a new locomotive engine was received 
from Detroit and placed on the road. ^ 

Since the undersigned has had charge of the road, one train of 
cars has been run daily between Monroe and Adrian, excepting Sun- 
days. • 

It might not be improper to state some of the embarrassments un- 
der which the operations on this road have been subject to during the 
past season, and which, of themselves, will explain the cause of its 
not being more productive. 

In the first place, steamboats have, in but very few instances, made 
La Plaisance bay a stopping place to land passengers or fi eight on 
their passage up the lake ; consequently, all the passengers and 
freight destined for the interior of the southern tier of counties, by 
being landed at Toledo, have been conveyed over the Erie and Ka- 
lamazoo railroad, and, although by much efibrt and persuasion on 
the part of our citizens, a few boats were prevailed upon to touch at 
La Plaisance bay on their downward trip, passengers very generally 
preferred the inconvenience of travelling over a bad road to the risk 
of detention at Monroe. In addition to the better facilities ofiered 
at Toledo, by having a regular and daily line of steamboats, the Erie 
and Kalamazoo railroad company have kept afioat, during most of 
the past season, the bills of their broken down bank, worthless for 
any other purpose than to pay transportation on their railroad ; so 
that, although the rates of toll were nominally the same, the public 
were enabled, by purchasing these bills at from three to four shillings 
on the dollar, to do their business on the Erie and Kalamazoo road 
for much less than they could on the Southern railroad. 

Much prejudice prevails against this road from the fact, that there 
18 no competition at its eastern termination, in the business of sto- 
rage and forwarding. This portion of the road being owned by a 
chartered company, claiming exclusive right over all the water in 
La Plaisance bay, and with one warehouse only, commanding to 
themselves all of the business that passes over the Southern railroad. 
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In BUodhig to thii tacmopoly of prMlsgei, the oadamg^ wmM 
■tot wiiii to be ttudoiitoodthataaxGMiMof ocmpUiiithMSznlad^jHr 
DOW mtklB, aguoit the ganttenMa wlio hu churga of the inrdKiiM|t| 
on the contr&ry, all who here done luiiinnw with him the put at* 
■on, will tMtify to hia lutform fumen and libenlU]r in all boiinBM 
tnnsacttoiu, s&d that nothiag baa beoi w«atiiig on hii part, in w^ 
tending to them all the faoilitiea in his power. The iBOOBTanuoM* 
and gnstly inoreaaed expenae of doing the hunnan on thia rasd, put 
by locomotive and part by hone power, vijl forsTer prerent hi doisf 
enongb to make it a aouroe of Terenae' to tha atata, or a mnam of 
fteilitating the buoioeH of the oOontiy. 

I* view of these dilEoHltiea, two resiadiea have preeoatad thyii 
aelre» Oae of which ia, to re-build the fonr nUea of road IjiQwai 
Monroe and La Plainnce bay, and forai «ieh a otHtneotioa with tto 
Southern rood, that locomotire power can be used on the wbola^ 
without the neceuity of detention by tranohipment at Monroe. 

Should La Plaisance bay oonttnue to be the only eastern temiiiw 
tion to this road, no other argument is wonting to show the policy of 
adopting this plan, than the fact, that fourteen loaded cars can be d^ 
lirered to the lake, by locomotive power, cheaper, and in four hooi* 
lees time, than two cars can be delivered by one pair of bones ; and 
that, in doing a heavy freighting business, the eipense of dslivering 
property over the four miles between Monroe and the lake, by boras 
power, exceeds that of the thirty-five miles between Hooioo awl 
Adrian. 

Another plan ie, to extend from its present termination, tbe Boulh- 
em railroad, a distance of two and a half miles, to the mouth of tha 
ship canal, a work commenced and nearly completed by the general 
government, at a cost of $90,000, and which, with but a small addh- 
tional expenditure, will moke one of the safest and most acceplaUo 
harboTs on Lake Erie, where boats, oa their passage from BuffiJo to 
Detroit, or Toledo, can at all times touch with but slight deviation 
from their ngular coarse ; and at a point where no chartered or ex- 
clusive privilege exists ; where land can be obtained for the eraction 
of warehonses, and indocements ofiered to the enterpriaiiig huaneas 
man. 

Much inoonveoienee and greatly increased expense of keeping tha 
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road in repair, has been caused by the want of spikes, to fully finish 
the apiking down of about twenty-two miles of the iron between * 
Monroe and Adrian ; this portion of the road having only half the 
necessary number of spikes in each bar of iron. 

The spikes for this purpose were received here early in the sea- 
son, but were found to be made of bad material, and it was thought 
to be poor economy to use them, and they are now on hand at the 
depot in this place. In addUion to the ordinary expenses of keeping 
the road, cars and machinery in repair, many necessary improve- 
ments have been made. 

The damage caused to the bridge at Petersburg, by the freshet last 
spring, has been repaired in a permanent manner ; the expense of 
which, with all other matters, will be more fully explained in the 
account current ^accompanying this report Much work has been 
done to the old cars, and five new freight cars, in addition to the two 
before mentioned, made of the best materials and workmanship, have 
been finished ; the cost of which, will also be explained in the ac« 
count current imd vouchers herewith submitted. While the most 
rigid economy has been practised in every department, no necessary 
expense has been spared in keeping every diing in perfect repair. 
Improvements have been made in the machine shop, and many var 
faiBble implements added to it These improvements, together with 
the necessary small fixtures required to start into operation a new 
road, have greatly increased the amount set down to running expen- 



The wells dug last year, have been a source of much anno3rance, 
and at times of serious damage ; not being of sufficient depth, and 
Ae season a very dry one, such a thing as pure water for the supply 
«f the engine, was rarely to be found, and at thnes no water at all. 
The buildings erected at the stations, were lefl in an entirely un- 
finishied state, and^ so ^ as done, were of the poorest kind. Mea- 
sures hav(^ been taken to have them finished, and they will riiortly 
be feodsred soiDiwhai serviceable for the purposes ^ey were inlen* 
4ed. 

All whkk is respactftilly snbmittod. 

THOMAS 6. COLE, 
Swperintendmu. 



I 
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(E.) 

Letter of J. M. Berrien, chief engineer, inclosing report ofRH, Mtfr* 

ray, on survey of Rice Creek route, 

Ann Arhor, July 20, 1841. 
Shubael C0NANT9 Esq., Acting Commissioner, ifc: 

SiE — ^I herewith inclose the report of Mr. Robert H. Murray, a»> 
sistant engineer, Central railroad, of the reeult of his recent ezami-. 
nations upon the Rice creek route, between the villages of Jackson 
and Marshall, made by direction of the board. This route was em- 
braced in the preliminary surveys for the Central railroad, made du- 
ring the year 1837, and previous to the location of the road in the 
valley of the Kalamazoo river, between the above mentioned pdnts, 
by the board of internal improvement of that year. The results th^ 
obtained, like those presented by Mr. Murray, showec)' the compari'- 
son, both as to cost and distance, to be in its favor. But, in conside- 
ration of the fact, that the route by the valley of the river was that 
which the business and important interests of that section of country 
would be the most beneficially affected, the board preferred to adopt 
it, although at seme sacrifice, which, to them, appeared trifling in 
comparison with the object in view, and, especially so, as it was be- 
lieved the greater facilities afibrded by the road, would amply repay 
to the state the interest of the additional co^. 

Such, I believe, was the view of the subject entertained by the 
commissioners at the time, and, if then correct, the arguments em- 
ployed must apply with additional force now, when many improve- 
ments and investments have been made with reference to the partic- 
ular location heretofore adopted. Such considerations, however, be- 
long exclusively to the board, and will, no doubt, have due influence 
upon their ultimate decision. 

With the wants, improvements and capabilities of the section of 
country traversed by these routes, the commissioners are too well 
acquainted, to make it necessary for me to present them with any 
thing further upon the subject, than the comparison as to expense 
and distance contained in the accompanying report, and the general 
remark, that neither route presents any obstacle as to grades or cur- 
vature. 
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In the estimates of Mr. Murray, as well as those formerly prepar- 
ed by m3rBelfy no allowance is made for damages to lands and right 
of way. East of Jackson, these have proved to be considerable items, 
and, when ascertained, in the present case, must be taken into the 
account in making of the actual difference in the expense of the two 
routes under consideration. 

Very respectfully, sir. 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHN M. BERRIEN, 

Ckuf Engineer, 



(E.) 

Atm Arbor^ Juhf 12, 1841. , 
To John M. Be&eibn, Esq., CMef Engineer^ ^c: 

Having completed the survey of the route by the valley of Rice 
creek^ for the Central railroad between Jackson and Marshall, to^ 
gether with the map, phifiles and estimates of the same, I am pre- 
pared to report, that I cor&menced the survey at Marshall on the 7th 
of May lasti and finished leveling on the 9th of June following. 

In compliance with your instructions, to make the examination as 
perfect as possible, preparatory to a location, double, and sometimes 
treble lines, were run over various portions of the route, but in no 
case leaving a doubt which to prefer, except at Marshall. Two lines 
were there run through the village, one upon the north, the other on 
the south side of the mill pond supplied from Rice creek. Indepen- 
dent of the right of way, the former of these is the cheaper route ; 
but, although it passes for more than a quarter of a mile through -a 
public streetf it is believed that the excess of damage it would occa- 
sion, would be quite equal to the difference in the cost of construction. 

The northern oi these lines crosses Rice creek about two miles 
from the village, immediately aAer which it intersects the other, and 
the route thence keeps the south side of the creek, with the ezcep* 
tion of a mile and a half, until it leaves the valley, thirteen miles 
west of JackaoD. 

By crossing about ten miles east of Marshall, to the north side of 
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SS9 joim^ 

dd^reeky the wont portkm of the whola lioo» w i^^ 

Weit of the point whero it beoomeB necenuy to cnMi, I wasalto 
^ to keep dear for the moitimit, both of the high ipxMUid on teri^^ 
and of the marsh on the left» hot for the remainder of the loota m 
eonaiderable portion both of manh and of rough ground wai p eoe» 
earily encoantered ; the manhest howerer, are generally ehalknr, 
and*the rougl^ ground it so only^ a* oompared with the weetem part 
of the same line. I int^faected the 8outhem« or Albion route at lo- 
cated by Mr. Morell in 1888-99, about seven and a half milet from 
Jackson^ or one mile and a half west of the village of Barry» and 
found the difference between the lengths of the two routes to he. near- 
ly a mile and a quarter in favor of that up Rice creek ; but, as in 
jfE, locating the latter its length might probably be somewhat increasedt 
•■his difierencS may property be reduced to one mile. 

But it is cmnparing the estimates of grading upon the two routes 
r that the most important difference is perceived. 
' In the seven and a half miles from Jackson to the 
intersection* I find the number of cubic yards of 
excavation to be 79,378 

Cubic yards of embankment, 74,925 

Total, 154,303 



From the intersection to Marshall by the Rice creek 
route— 23 miles of excavation, 68,618 yards^ 

do of embankment, 177,041 do 



Total, 245,659 do 

Adding to this the former total, 154,303 do 
we have, total from Jackson to Marshall, upon Rice 

creek route, 30} miles, 399,962 do 



From the intersection to Marehall, by the Albion 
route, 24 miles of excavation, 173,556 yards, 

do do of embankment, 232,033 do 



Total, • 405,589 do 



Carried forward, 405,589f do 
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Brought fonroid, 406,689 yards. 

Adding aa aboTe, 154,803 do 

We have total from JacksoD to Marsbail, upon Al- 
bion route, Sll miles, . 
Deduct total upon Rice creek route. 

Difference, 

The value of this difference being cq&aiderably reduced by the 
lightness of the work on rice creek, may be fairly estimated at 16 
cents per cubic yard. The general result of the comparison is then 
thus finally exhibited : 

159,930 cubic yardsof grading at 15 cents per yard, is, $23,929 60 
One mile of superstructure, 5,000 00 

Estimated difference in cost between the Rice creek 
and Albion route, in favor of the former, t2S,929 60 

ROBEBT MURRAY. 
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Statement of rank and compensation of the pereons employed in the 
Engineer Department under the Boards December I9 1841. 

Clinton and Kalamazoo CanaL 



L. Wesolowski, assistant engineer. 


(800 per annunL 


Southern Railroad, 






Thomas Frazier, assistant engineer, 


$800 do 


do 


Henry Waldron, leveller, 


720 do 


do 


Samuel Bement, rodman, 


540 do 


do 


L. N. Bowlsby, superintendent pile bridge, 


626 do 


do 


Alvin Turner, chief engineer. 


1,000 do 


do 


Central Railroad. 






John M. Berrien, principal engineer, and chief 






engineer under the board. 


$1,000 per { 


BUUIUnL 


R. EL Murray, assistant engineer, 


800 do 


do 


Hans Theilson, leveller. 


720 do 


do 


H. A. Hayden, leveller, 


720 do 


do 


G. H. Ford, rodman, 


540 do 


do 


V. S. Aikins, rodman, 


540 do 


do 


G. N. Turner, rodman. 


540 do 


do 


Henry Thielson, axman. 


420 do 


do 


Spencer Crouch, axman. 


420 do 


do 



The party temporarily employed under the direction of Mr. Mur- 
ray, assistant engineer, in re-marking and establishing the line be- 
tween Jackson and Marshall, will be discharged in a few days, with 
the exception of the rodman, Mr. G. N. Turner ; tliat work being, 
throughout, nearly ready for the contractors. 

Mr. Hans Theilson, with the leveller and rodman now employed 
under him upon the fifth division, will be detached in about a week, 
to prepare the line for contract between Marshall and Battle creek. 
The services of a party upon the fifth division will then be dispensed 
with. 

Detroit and Grand River Road. 
John Mullett, superintendent, $800 per annum. 

Saginaw Turnpike. 
Harvey Williams, superintendent, 800 do do 
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JmprovemetU of 8l Josefh Bi»er. 
F. A. Hull, superintendent^ 9800 per aniuim. 

hnyraibement of Kalamazoo River, 
P. Vradenburghy superintendent, 800 do do 

Statement of property of the State of Michigan, under the charge of 

the agents of the Board, 

In office of Board of Internal Improvement^ Detroit. 

1 writing desk, 

1 iron chest, with two sets brass keys, cost $315, 

1 set of books of accounts board of internal improvement, 

1 do do do acting commissioners Central railroad, 

1 do do ^ do Detroit and St. Joseph railroad company, 

1 pine drawing table, 

2 stoves and pipe, (1 large, 1 small,) 
1 pair shovel and tongs, 

1 fire board covered with zinc, 

4 spittoons, 

8 flag bottom chairs, 

4 wood do do ' ^ 

1 black wulnut paper case, 

1 pine do do 

1 wafer box, 

1 counter brush, 

1 ash kettle, 

1 porcelain slate, 

1 cherry ruler, 

4 inkstands, (3 large, 1 small,) 

3 sand boxes, (2 do 1 do) 

Sundry stationery, consisting of letter paper, quills, ink, wafers, black 

sand, and printed forms of accounts, &c.; 
Sundry vouchers for expenditures on public works ; 
do papers under control of board, consisting of contracts, deeds 

of releases, comnnvucations, originals of reports of boards and 

committees thereof, engineers' reports, proposals for contracts, 

d&c, &c., 
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Suqdry printed i^torta <^ officers of thia and other Mfttes ; 

I copy of revised statutes of this state ; 

I copy of each of seBsioii laws for 188T, 1838, 1839, 1810, 1641. 

1 Parmer's map of Michigan, 

1 do do the city of Detroit, 

1 Lay's do United States, cost $8 00, 

I bomkd do Northern railroad, 

1 do do Clinton canal, 

1 do do Saginaw canal, 

1 do do Southern railroad frofn Csnterville to Siita, 

1 unbound do do do do 

1 do do Sdutherb railroad, 

1 do do Clinton canal from Mt Clemens to Frederick, 

1 do do do do do RocbeMw* 

1 do do do in Livingston and Ingham coontiei^ 

1 do do ship canal from Belvidere to Ml. Clemeai^ 

1 do do Bed river survey of Clinton canal, 

1 do do Northern railroad, 

1 do do Sault Ste Marie canal, 

3 do do Grand river, 

I do do canal around rapids of Grand river, 

1 do do St. Joseph river, 

I do do canal from Union City to Homer, 

1 do do do Homer to Dexter, 

4 profiles of Clinton canal, 

2 do survey of Southern railroad in Cass county, 
I do St Joseph river, 

1 do canal from Union City to Homer, 
7 do Central railroad, 

2 levels and stafis, 
1 compass, 

1 transit instrument, 

1 book field notes, improvement of Grand river, 

I bundle do survey in Cass county, 

I box containing books and papers of Clinton canal, 

1 basket do do do N. railroad and Saginaw canal. 
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h qffke used hf Coileeiifr m CisfUni Railroitif ai fie^ 

1 stove and pipe, 

1 iron basin, 

1 pair shoyel and tongs, 

1 table, 

1 Fanner's map of Michigaii, 

1 book case, 

Sundry account books, 

1 inkstand, 

Sundry way bills filed, 

1 sand box, 

1 ruler, 

2 old candlesticks, 

1 pair broken snuffers, 

4 common chairs, 

1 flag bottom chair, 

Sundry articles of stationery, consisting of blank duplicates, ao< 
counts current, way bills, writing paper, hand biUs, rates of toll, 
quills, dEC, d^c. 

1 clocL 



Under charge rf B. Briscoe^ SuperifUendeni Mackinerpf Central 

RaUroad. 

4 locomotiye steam engines, 

2 cranks and wheels extra, 
10 car wheels and axles, 

3 baggage cars, 

8 large passenger cars, 

2small do do 

19 do burden do 

2 large do do 

10 racks, 

1 lot patterns for engines and cars, 

1 roll wire gauze, 

2 lathes with took, 

3 sets blacksmith tools. 
Vol. II. 30 
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7 vises, baaunera, drills, alocks, taps and dies, 
4 stoves and pipe, 



1 Fairbank's patent scales, 
1 Ion old wrought iron, 

3 tons new spring steel, 
147 pounds new iron, 
167 bushels charcoal, 
800 bushels hard coal. 

1 dozen shovels, 

1 dozen pails, 

2 wheel-barrows, 
100 pounds lard, 

60 gallons sperm oil, 

12 work benches and vises in car : 

2 glue kettles, 

4 bench ptanee, 
9 augurs, 

I old brace aod bits, 

II old pluiee, 
■■lili<4,- 

1 Xcutnw, 

2 band axes, 

3 wrenches, 
3 rules, 

3 seta door slides, 

30 band screws, 

1 frame for large passenger car, 

808 yards fringe, 

00 jrards Uce, 

14 farda damask, 

15,000 feet piae boards, 

500 feet oak and ash plank, 

2,000 feet white wood, 

208' cords vnxid. 
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Under charge qf D. B. Brounh 8uperiniendefU Mepair$, OetUral 

Railroad. 
4 horses, 

3 cars for repairs, 
12 wood saws, 

8 axesy 

12 spike hammers, 

2irottl«8, 

7 stoyei aiid pipe, 

4 sets harness, 

10 wheel barrows, 

sarins 

10 spades and shovels, 
6 iron crowbars, 

8 dirt picks, 

3 grindstones, 
5,000 feet oak rails, 
1,200 cords wood, 

2 mail wagons, 

husehy the Engineer Departmenty Central Railroad^ Ost 1, 1841. 

4 transits, 

6 levels, one of them incomplete and unfit for use, 

6 leveling rods, 

2 compasses, 

Sflagstafib, 

3chains, 

2 axes, 

2 hatchets, 

4 measuring tapes, 

3 tin map cases, 

1 box stove and pipe, 

2 dfswing tables, 
1 drawing board, 
6 chairs, 

1 #ffthig deric, 

2 paper cases, 



I 
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1 wooden pail, 

2 inkstands, 
2 sand boxes, 

i box drawing inatrumenia, (inconiplele,) 

1 ivory sculo, 

e rules, # 

4 trinngles. 

In addition to the above, there are two pile drivers belonging to 
the road. One of them is at the Wayne station, the other at Mich- 
igiui Centre. 

In ute by Engineer Department, Clinton and Kalamaico Cartal 

2 leveling instruments, 
I compass, 

1 surveyor's chain, 

2 (lag statTs, 

5 measuring tapes, 
lax, 

' 1 hatchet, 
S field book cases, 
1 boolE chM, 

1 trunk, 
a tables, 

2 inkstands, 

3 sand boxes, 
4cbaira, 

3 writing stools, 

4 rulers, 
1 Btore, 

1 pair shovel and tongs, 
1 broMn, 
1 pitcher, 
3 eandlesticks, 
Thtte is also on the line of this work, 600 barrels lime and 1,100 



£i Kfe iy E^near Department, Bevtkem RaUnad. 
• lenb, 
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!2 tranaits, 

5 leveling rods, 

1 oompaflBy 

1 large drawing table, 

1 small table, 

4 measuring ta||es, nearly worn out, 

2 surveyor's chains, 
1 box stove, 

9 dirt cars, 

1 pile machine. 

On the Southern Railroad. 

2 locomotive engines, 
2 dirt or lumber cars, 

2 small cars for repairing, 
6 pair car thills, 
4 moveable seats for qars, 
1 set of car harness, 

« 

1 lathe and tools, ^-^ 

1 handcar, 

1 wheel barrow, 

2 dozen new files, 
60 pounds lead, 

1 quire sand paper, 

2 large oil cans, 

1 four gallon can, 

1 pair of steps, 

3 empty barrels, / . 
2,000 feet lumber, 

2 set blacksmith tools, 
1,000 pounds qpring steel, 

100 bushels coal, * 

20,000 qpikes, 

,1 writing desk, 

1 cistern, 

1 lot com and hay, 

iron and wood work of one traiiq>oflation. 
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car in pari, 

3 passenger cara, 

1 eight wlieel wood rack. 

2 old I'reight care, 

7 new tlo 
2 bay horses, 

S sets of tools for repairing road, 
1 grindstone, 
SO gallons oil, 
30 yards canvass, 

8 M tacks, 

1 M brads, 

2 M screws, 

50 pounds nails, 

1 barrol lord, 

2 shovels, 

10 pounds sacking, ^ 

500 pounds iron, 
4^8 set new car springs, 
1 inchftugur, 
1 BtoTS and pipe, 
lotpttttema, 



— ™ — 

2lai^ 

4bed)ockB, 



In C^ee at Monroe. 



1 dozea chain, 

3 walnat tables, 

1 writing desk, 

1 shonl, 

S pfur tongs, 

1 pair broken Sge dogs, 

1 fire fender, 

1 water pot, 

3 candle sffckB,, 

1 stove and pipe, 

1 blaok book, -.« 
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1 ruler, 

1 inkstand, 

1 wafer box, 

1 sand box, 

1 seal stamp, 

1 tin folder, « 

li. ream paper, 

1 lot way bills, 

i ream vouchers, 

} ream office paper, 

1 table, with drawers, 

1 account bookcase and stand, with drawers, 

1 set office books, 

1 set .do left by late commissioner, 

1 set do used by late superintendent. 

Quills. 

In Improvement of 8l. Joseph River, 

1 snag machine, 

2 yawl boats, one old and of little value, 

4 chains, of different length and size, 
8 pieces of rigging, 

poles with sockets, 

2 pair nipperp for taking out rocks, 

1 pair large hooks, broken, 

1 pair of large nippers for taking out logs, 

2 H' cut saws, 
1 frame, 

1 sledge, 

1 eye bolt set, 

i irtn blocks and shives, 

5 axes, * 
^ boat hooks, 

4 oars, 

1 grind stone, 

1 anchor, 

1 pair double Uocks, 



»* 
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1 lot old iron, 
1 cabin scow, 

1 cook stove and {\irniture» , 
3 jugs, 

2 stone jars, ^ 

2 tin pails, ^H|» 

1 wooden pail, 

2 oil cans, 

1 tub, • .^ 

2 tin pans, 

1 coffee pot, 

2 dishes, 

11 bowls, 

8 knives and forks, 

12 cups and sauoen, 
12 spoons, 

1 coffee mill, 
10 bed ticks, 
^^0 pillow cases, 
20 blankets. 



[No. 7.] 

Annual report of the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion. 

Office of Superintendent of Public iNsrauc^iON, 
Ann Arbor 9 December ^ 1841. 

Tb the Legislature of the State of Michigan : 

In obedience to law, the superintendent of public instruction sub- 
mits his annual report, exhibiting the condition of the primary schools 
and of thQ university ;. the condition of the public funds set apart for 
purposes of education, and such other matters relating to his office 
and the public schools, as it has been deemed proper to communicate. 

Condition of the Primary Schools. 

fiy reference to the documents accompanying this report, it will 
be seen that the whole number of districts, integral and fractional, 
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is 2,300. Of these, 1,486, embraced in 330 townships, have feport* 
od 47,066 scholars between the ages of 5 and 17, and 8,757 under 
6 and over 17, making an aggregate of 55,823. The whole num- 
ber reported at school is 51,254. The difference, then, is 4,569— -a 
state of things, it is thought, in on^ view of it, at least, decidedly 
favorable to the caW. of education in our state. It shows, however, 
only this — that all bat about 4,500 of the scholars, among whom the 
public moneys are apportioned, have attended the public schools. It 
does not show how long they have attended — ^whether for one week, 
one month, or the whole period during which the school has been 
kept It is feared that, in a subsequent part of this report, facts will 
leave upon most minds, the inference that altogether too many of 
the Hfty-one thousand scholars, reported as attending school, pass 
roost of their school hours at home. If the director were required 
to report as carefully as the teacher is to note " the time of attend- 
ance of each and every scholar, '' the day when he enters the school, 
liis absences and the day when he leaves, the real amount of attend- 
ance would be known. 

The average cumber of month's schools have been kept, i^fike 
twenty-eight counties reporting, is 4 4-7. The highest average in 
any one county, is 5} — the lowest 3). By reference to the district 
xetums, it appears that, while many schools have been kept up the 
whole year, most of them have been kept only three mtoths — just 
long enough to secure an apportionment of the public money, but 
too short a time to effect much in the way of education. 

The amount of public money received in the districts, is 913,088 
68. ThQ books of the office show that $13,239 32, were apportion- 
ed. The difference may be accounted for in the fact that some dis- 
tricts did-not apply for their portion because it was received in de- 
preciated funds. The amount apportioned in 1839, was 918,360 86. 
In 1838, it was 922,052 00. This diminution of the school fund is 
owing to causes ^hich will be explained hereafter. At present, it is 
mentioned to remind those who chiefly rely upon that fund as the 
means of supportUig their schools, that it is, and will be for some 
years, a doubtful reed to lean upon. The true policy, after all, wtU 
be that which our citizens have partially adopted, but which must be 
more generally carried oat than it has jet been, to accooiplifih the 

Vol. II. 31 
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gt6>t illjeot it hag k vioijj? the prtBcy of relying mainly upoD ft«l|^^ 
own available ytfeaiip e e a B adTanoe the cause of pc^Hilar eAieatipiv 
The amount of pohUii^ffmey jcUatrihiited the paat year, AumidMii 
each aebokur mAf:iitl0tL Airf^^^seven cefia9f idiile the i64»540 11| 
raised by taxation and otherwise ki the districtSy would, if all paU 
to teacliers^ kave fomished about one dotlar^tfd tern eeai9 for 
scholaa^— eiibttgh to b^m a good common schoorlr^slemy but, as 
be shown, inadequate to sustain one with efficiency. 

By the table, the number of scholars attending prirate aehool% ii 
9,807. This is probably below the fact The county of Washte- 
naw, finr instance, returns only 160 ; when it is within every 
knowledge in this vicinity that the villages of Ann Arbor alone 
cate that number at least in their private schools. Yet (his town 1^ 
turns just twentyHhree scholars as the number attending such schook 
This oounty and town are referred to, because of the opportniriiy 
given to ascertain how nearly the returns agree with the facts. If 
any thing like the same disproportion exists in the other countiea^ k 
proves that the reporting officers, in this respect certainly, have been 
ineiplicably at fault Such neglect works great injustice to the pei>> 
pie ; for, if it should appear that of the 4,569 scholars of the iBgd 
age, reported as not attending common schools, nearly all had in ftel 
attended private schools, the imputation of indifference to the eAsoft* 
tion of their children would not rest, as it does now, upon very nunqf 
exemplary parents. 

Other returns, upon this branch of the statistics required by laWf 
seem to be equally doubtful and some of them self-contnufictory. It 
is the duty of the director to report ** the number of scholars who 
have attended private schools during the year within his district, spa* 
cifying the number between the ages of 5 and 17 inclusive, and tho 
number residing within and the number out of the district, as near 
as the same can be ascertained.^ Some of the returns show a great* 
er number residing toithin the district than has actually attended the 
schools. The blanks transmitted to the several directors were strietlly 
according to law. It ia suggested, as one mode of obviating the evilf 
tliat hereafter directors be required to report under oath. This will 
be likely to insure greater fidelity in matters of detail and prevent 
the recurrence of a practice, (supposed U) have prevailed in some 
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Acriets,) reprdmiaible in the extreme aai.iny9a)JtowaidB other 
trkiB, of reporting more scholars of legal ue than are io be (bund 
m i1m dialriet, for Uie purpose of augmeBni§||B apportionnienl of 
the paUic fands. 

Aooording to the law of last winter, blank forms were sent to the 
sereral districts, reqp|Hng returns of the statistics therein directed 
All that have been received will be found in the table under their 
respective heads. These returns are undoubtedly defective, owing, 
perhaps, to a misapprehension of what the law intended. It is due 
to some district officers, to say, that the blanks, although generally 
tMAsmitted to the county clerks in abundant season, did not reach 
dmr destination soon enough to be used. Such information, as the 
law of last winter requires, is valuable. It is exceedingly impor- 
tant, for instance, to know how many French, German and other 
children we have in the state, who cannot speak the English Ian* 
guage, and the means and inducements they find to influence them 
in the abandonment, for all practical purposes, of their vernacular 
tongue ; for It is the undoubted policy of every state in the Union, 
wo to frame its system of public instruction, as not only to edtlcato 
its own native hem children, but to ilmericantxe, both in intelleet 
and feeling, every child of a foreign stock that, in the providence of 
CM, ii brought to its shores, to become a part of its society. No 
eneouragenient should be given to parents, constituting portions of 
our republic under such circumstances, and, though many of them 
adopted, yet, like ourselvs, American citizens, to educate their o£ 
spring through any other medium than the common language ; but, 
on the contrary, all conceivable inducements should be held out for 
them to keep their children at the public schools, where they may 
learn to think in that language, and, by a frequent intercourse with 
their young fellow citizens, forget, not the land of their nativity, 
but the necessity of their mother tongue, as a medium of communis 
cation b^ween man and man, in a country which they have adopted 
for life, and whose institutions they wish to leave safely in the hands 
of their posterity. It is really a gratifying fact that while, as the 
ntams show, only 88 attended schools using other books than the 
Bnglish, nearly 2,000 have attended the district schoohk It is thought 
that returns of this branch of statistics may the next year be facill- 
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tated Btid perfeo^ by moans of an eiEplaAatory drcolcr aitdmfllitf'i * 
^jring the blanks. ^ *'** 

The act of last winter, amending that of 1840| provides that th9 
ijirectory in addition to the statistics enumerated, shall report ^ waA 
olher facts and statistics in regard io schools and the sabject of aSu- 
cation, as tft superintendent of public instraetion shall direeL* 
£' Availing himself of this very important provision, the superintenleiit 
addressed the following interrogatories to every school director in the 
state, requesting him to embody the answers, as far ae^ praetioable^ 
in his annual report to the school inspectors. > ■ • 

Ist. How does the school system work in yonr district t If tlM 
laws are defective in any particulans how woald you improve theu t 
Are they generally understood t* If occasional misondeistaadiBgi 
or disputes grow out of them, what are they, and do they obstlMl 
the prompt and effectual execution of the laws t State bf leily year 
views on this subject. 

2d What degree of interest is manifested by parents and otheis 
in the education of their children? How often do they visit the 
school 1 What is the general deportment of parent and teacher to- 
vrards each other? Are they free and unreserved in their mntual 
suggestions % 

8d. Do the inspectors frequently visit the school 1 Are they fif 
the habit themselves of examining the scholars % Do they suggM 
any alterations or improvements in the mode of teaching, the kind 
of books used, the general discipline, or in other matters pertaining 
to the good of the school ? Do they ever address the scholars t 

4th« What is the discipline adopted in school ? What punisb* 
ments are inflicted ? What is the system of rewards, if any! Is 
emulation or rivalry encouraged 1 If so, what are its effects np<m 
the scholars t What is the general deportment of the scholars! 
What their disposition to learn f Are they generally punctual at 
school ? If not, what is the most common excuse I How many hoars 
in the day is school kept ? 

5th. Is your school kept by a male or female? What is his or 
her age ? If kept by a male, what is his ordinary avocation-^pro- 
feanonal, agricultural, mechanical or what ? How much do you pay 
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lufn or her per week or month ? State briefly what of imp^hanco 
4oaj occur to you. V 

. 6th. What is the character of the instmction f Is each scholal^ 
made to wndemtand what he learns ? Is the mind exercised equally 
with the memory f Does every loord or comhination of ttoria^ which 
Ihe scholar commita to memory, clearly signify to his ^nd the idea 
or ideas it is intended to convey ? In teaching grammar and arith- . ^ 

metic, are set rules laid down and the exercises made to conform to 
thein» or are processes instituted by means of whilh general rules 
th^anelves are educed? What do you think of the books used in 
your school and of the propriety of introducing uniformity in this 
reqieet throughout the state ? 

7th. Is religious instruction inculcated in your school t If so, 
what kind, sectarian or otherwise ? What religious books are used ? 

8th. What kind of school-house do you use I How is it located 1 
<^ high or low grounds, near to or distant from any marshy on a 
saked plain or surrounded by trees ? If a frame house, how is it 
•ventilated ? What its size, dsc? At what season of the year is the 
tehool kept t What is the average amount of sioknesa among the 
«eholara? What kind? 

9th. Have any measures been taken to establish a district library ? 
Wliat is the feeling on the subject throughout the district ? Have 
any forfeitures under any provision of law for use of library or 
schools been recovered ? (See sec. 16 and sec. 28 of school act of 
1840.) Have you ever received any proceeds from fines or military 
ezamptioDs ? (See sec. 23 of school act of 1840.) If so, how have 
they been disposed of ? 

• In some instances, the questions did not reach the districts in sea- 
son to be answered in the October report ; in others, little attention 
was given to them ; in a few, they were deemed ofBiciously inquisi- 
torial, hutr in three or four only, sufficiently so, to induce an uneiml 
return ; while in a yery great number of cases, the responses were 
all that the most devoted public servant could wish. The exceptions 
bore upon their face conclusive evidence of the fact that ignorance 
is the worst foe our school system has to combat Many of the re- 
4[X»rt8 are prepared with a minuteness of detail that does credit to the 
head and heart of the officer. The object of the circular was fully 
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u^ipi^^iliiil lliii fikcts aoaght to be elidted w«M fimUkaStrttkBPt 
promptitude aiicl|fk)d will diat speaks volumes ia the way of ewsouVN 
agsment to future efforts of (he kind — saggestioiis were made with a 
frankness becoming the dispenser and recipient of common seiaMil 
eduoation-— and pledges of co-operation were so given at anplj la 
compensate ibr any amount of labor that a sense of public duly may 
impose upon this department 

In view of what is already accompliriiedy it is suggested that the 
law be so amended as to exempt the board of inspectors from tbcdaty 
of transmitting to the county derk all the particulars sat fardi hi 
tlie reports of directors. The tabular statistics ought perfaap%^as 
now, to be recorded where every citizen of the county tflm have 
speedy acceoB to them ; but such other detaib, equally inqxMrtattt to a 
ri^ appreciation of the system, as may be called foe from year la 
year, might be sent direotly from the inspectors to this offie o -^' d ms 
saving the formality, labor and expense of recording duplieates of 
each district report Let the inspectors condense and systemstiii 
the returns made to them and prepare a detailed statement of Ae 
condition, prospects and wants of their schools for the use of Ae 
superintendent, adding of course their own views and suggostJOM 
at length. It is evident, that if the inspectors of every town 
would take pains to acquaint themselves with the local operatidn 
of our school system, its defects and obvious improvements, the 
degree of interest manifested by parents on the subject of educa- 
tion, the qualifications of teachers, the character of their schools, the 
modes of instruction and the discipline, the location and constructkxi 
of school bouses, and various other details absolutely indispensable to 
a thorough comprehension of our whole plan of public instruction, 
and communicate their knowledge and experience in the form of an 
annual report, educational legislation would cease to be guesswork, 
and our school laws, instead of being, as one director reports, a pnz- 
xle too perplexing for the wits of a Philadelphia lawyer to woric out, 
and, as another expresses it, like double-geared machinery, coating 
more to work it than it comes to, would be to ordinary minds as in- 
telligible as the simplest every day rules of common life. 

It has been impossible to condense the facts thrown together in the 
numerous reports from districts, so as to lay them systematically be- 
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\ fbrd the legislature, inasmuch as most of them did not reodi this 
^ ofik^e until the latter part of November. This, MWever, is not ne- 
eeasary. The object in calling for them will be attained by arran- 
ging them substantially under one of the following heads: 

Parents and teachers. 

Duties of injectors. 

Teachers — male and female. 

Grovemment of the school. 

Character of instruction. 

Uniformity of school books. 

School houses. 

Libraries. 

Workings of the system. 

1. Pa&ents and Teachers.-— While the reports show that in 
many districts sufficient interest is manifested by parents to keep the 
schools in vigor, they also demonstrate, in language not to be mis- 
understood, the general indifference which prevails on this subject 
in other districts. Parents obnoxious to this charge, are divisible 
into three classes. The first class, by far the most culpable, but 
fortunately thcT least numerous, exhibits an utter disregard for edu- 
caticHi in any of its forms, and under all circumstances. Were h 
not for a deep rooted conviction that nature is right in her various 
but harmonious creations, one might almost suppose that she had im- 
pressed upon the minds of such parents an innate loathing for any 
thing that tended towards the intellectual and moral culture of their 
oflbpring. Approach them upon the subject ; attempt to reason with 
them touching the generally acknowledged duties of parents ; strive 
to plead before them in behalf of the responsible beings whom they 
have brought into the world, to bless or curse it by a life of virtue 
or vice ; and they will turn from you with as convulsive a shudder 
as that whidi agonizes the victim of hydrc^hobia, at the sight of the 
purest element in nature. Such parents have few feelings in com- 
mon with others ; they sympathise only with themselves. The at- 
tribute of affection for their children cannot, perhaps, be denied 
them ; but in many cases it is an affection based upon calculations 
of dollars and cents, and not the result of those spontaneous, ever 
fringing, ever expandiiig impulses which prompt us to seek the 
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greatest attainable good for those providentially placed in our powef* ^« 
Talk to them of common schools as the nurseries of virtue and h^K '' 
pinessy and they will point you to the peopled forests of the Rockj 
Mountains as the abodes of liberty and greatness unfettered by edii«» 
cation. Ask them to grant you the poor privilege of giving their 
children instruction, and they will at once begin to estimate the 
effect upon their pockets. As a last resort, try their consciencies, 
and assure them, in tones capable of melting an ordinary heart, that 
the eternal felicity of their children depends, to a vast extent, upon 
their moral training here, and they will exhibit an infatuation which 
can only be accounted for on the supposition that in them all the 
dictates of conscience have been silenced. It cannot be that this is 
an overdrawn picture of the mental* and moral obliquity of some 
parents. To the honor of our state, they are rare in Michigan. 
Utter indifference to the great interests of education is not sufficiently 
general to be deemed a characteristic of the people of this, as it is 
of some other states and countries ; but even here, in the heart of 
our own cherished community, its existence is too palpable to be 
overlooked — its foot prints are too clearly traceable all through our 
districts, not to excite the honest fears of every friend of educaticHL 
We cannot expect to eradicate the evil at once. Much will be gain* 
ed, if its active influence can be so far paralyzed as to leave the 
children most immediately within the circle of its operations, free to 
attend school. 

Parents of the second class profess great regard for educatioUf 
contribute with some liberality to the means of upholding it, send 
their children to school, and perhaps betray little curiosity to know 
how things progress, but never visit the school. It is known, that 
oftentimes, parents cannot visit the school. A combination of un- 
toward circumstances keeps them at home. But such, it is believed, 
is not generally the case. Hardly a week elapses that does not fur* 
nish good opportunitied for the exercise of this duty. Even if but a 
single hour during the term can be stolen from other cares, that 
hour should be passed in school. Nothing but absolute necessity 
should at this day be admitted as an excuse for the non-performance 
of so obvious a duty. Some parents imagine that, when they get 
their children fairly in school, they have nothing more to do. This 
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iia fatal error, anJ one that, if persisted in, mast produce incalcu- 
lable evil. Test the principle of non-interference^ as it is frequently 
called, in the ordinary affairs of life. Who, that employs a carpen- 
ter to build him a house, thinks of keeping away until the house is 
completed ? It is not enough that \vc have furnished the plan, given 
fall directions and obligated ourselves to pay the stipulated sum when 
the contract is performed ; we like to keep an oyo upon the building 
as it goes up, and bo on hand from time to time to see that certain 
little dotails, not specified in the contract are attended to, so that, 
when settlement day comes round, no misunderstandings may occur. 
It is a very common remark, thrit among carpenters and masons, 
disputes and litigations seldom occur where the employer has occa- 
sionally been present to watch the progress of his building. Where 
is the mother th?.t would commit her sick child to the care of a phy- 
sician, and then say that notliing more on ber part was to bo done, 
except to wait, with all becoming patience, the gradual development 
and final termination, by deatli or convalescence, of the disease ? 
•Would not the agitations of her maternal bosom, caused by alternate 
hopes and fears, keep her at the bed side of that child, night and 
day, ministering like an angel of love to a thousand little wants 
which medical skill could not reach ? Why should the school room 
be deemed of less consequence than the new dwelling house ? Why 
should the carpenter's daily task elicit a more scrutinizing supervi- 
sion than the vastly more responsible and diiTicult one of the teacher ? 
Why should the intellectual and moral welfare of the child be less 
an object of paternal anxiety than its physical condition ? When 
these questions shall have* been satisfactorily answered, it will be 
time for parents to excuse themselves from the fulfillment of an ob- 
ligation so urgent as that of an occasional visit to the school room. 

In urging this duty upon parents, it is not intended that they should 
interfere, directly or indirectly, with the legitimate duties of the 
teacher. The sphere of influence appropriated to each, is broad 
enough to avoid that necessity. Nor will the teacher, if qualified 
for his calling, consider parental visits an encroachment upon his 
premises ; on the contrary, he will hail them as omens of coming 
good to his school — he wOl greet them as the sailor greets first 
glimpses of the haven wherein his heretofore tempest-beaten vessel 

Vol. 11. 32 
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may ride In safety. For, il b a fact siisccpiible of demonstration^ J 
thai whoola fiave always flouriahcJ must wliere ]mrental visitation i 
has been most encouraged. The good effects of thb cuslonr: 
parent, teacher and scholar, are astounding to those irho witaam 
them for the first time. Di^iiites in old districls, which haTS'bMB 
transmitted like heir-looms, from board to board, for two, thrM or 
more yean, are at once settled. Imputadons of each other** ao- 
tires, which perhaps hare been reciprocated for months between p»> 
rents and teacher through the medium of the ohild, cease to agitata 
the domestic circle and theschoot room. What before was all cbBt> 
liahneas in the school master, and sullen indiflbrence or suspicioa im 
the parent, has undergone the transforming influeaces of frieody 
visitation, and come out the opposite in act and feeling. Ijet tUi 
interchange of kind and generous sentimeot once beg^ to scatter to 
blessings through a district, and " all goes merry as a marriage bA" 
The teacher feels the advantage of his new relation to the parent k 
the moral certainty of iiaving his cooperation at home. The parent 
feels that his child is in safe hands, and begins for the first time to 
estimate the benefits of a common school. The child witnesses the 
great change that lias come over hia parent and teacher, and diowa 
in a voiiely of ways that he can appreciate the fact. A general 
good feeling pervades the district Families vie with one another is 
cflbrta to advance the character of the school. The system begins 
to work. 

A careful observation of the werkings of any school system, it 
matters not where that system is in operation, or whatever may be 
its peculiarities, will convince the most sceptical that, after all, its 
success depends mainly upon the conduct of the parents. You may 
frame a system oa perfect in all its details as the most enlightened 
human wisdom can make it : you may select the very best individu- 
ab in the community to execute its multifarious provisions ; you may 
assign to every scliool, teachers of the highest qualifications ; you 
may even summon to their aid the appliances of an inesbaustable 
fund; yet the mere apathy of parents may preclude all poesibitlity of 
any really benign results. It is right — nay, it is a duty to speak freely 
and unqualifiedly on this particular subject ; for the reports, which 
have come from distriots in nearly every county in the slalef abso- 
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kitely prove that parental indilFerenco is the most common source of 
discouragement to both teacher and scholar. Account for it on what 
principle you may, laud or deprecate the emotion as you will, thero 
is a gratification in every bosom, and especially in the unsophistica- 
ted bosom of youth, in knowing that others sympathise with us in our 
efforts at intellectual improvement. The child feels it in anticipa- 
tion, throughout the progress of his daily studies, and goes home with 
a buoyant heart to its fruition. Check the emotion as it begins to 
show itself in the bounding- step, the lighted brow, the almost irre- 
pressible burst of joy, and you turn back this " genial current of the 
eoul,^' and perhaps freeze it forever ; but meet the feeling half way ; 
reciprocate every little indication of self-satisfaction that comes from 
the child ; show by your own happy countenance that you appreci- 
ate the efforts made, and the child's heart leaps again to its tasks with 
the elasticity of innocence and happiness. It returns to the school 
room and there creates new sympathies and shares new ecsta- 
cies in the delight its teacher feels in this recognition of parental 
watchfulness. He resumes his labors with a light spirit. He feels 
that he is not forgotten, but that the parent* who can thus stimulate 
the child's exertions, must of course duly estimate his own. 

Parents then should be called upon by every tie that binds them to 
their families ; by every link that connects them with the society in 
which they move for good or evil ; by every principle of patriotism 
which prompts them to cling with unwavering fidelity to their coun- 
try's institutions ; by the spirit of Christianity that seeks to enlighten 
and purify and exalt and thus educate the entire world, to cherish 
their common schools as a birthright which it is criminal to sell, and 
which can only be parted with at the imminent peril of domestic fe- 
licity, of social exaltation, of national glory and of moral perfection. 

The third class of parents b found in most districts. They really take 
an active part in advancing the cause of education. They keep their 
children punctually at school. They even visit the school occasionally. 
Bat they do not regard the teacher's position. They do not attach 
to his calling that degree of importance which belongs to it. They 
deem it an avocation of necessity, and therefore one of servility. Its 
dignity as a profession, they do not recognize. While the mere 
spiritual teacher is treated with the high respect due to his holy office. 
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and the village attorney^ the physician, the mefcfaanty the mecfaanifl^.. .: . 
the farmorv with all those nameless acts of civility which coDunaii 
politeness and common sense require between neighborsy the ecbool. 
master is looked upon, in too many instances, with disdain and eon* 
tempt Ho is seldom taken by the hand in the friendly grasp eS 
equality, seldom permitted to participate in the social intercoune oft 
his district, seldom visited in school with any other feeling than men^ 
ly to see that the amount of labor exacted is accomplished, andjiener 
at his boarding house, where his heart, by unburthening itself^ o£ its^ 
long pent up griefs, might find the sympathies so essential to ila 
assuagement In the street, his presence only evokes ideas asaocift- 
ted with ferrules, raw-hides and other instruments of torture for un? 
ruly boys, his mode of government as master and not otdisdj^umm 
teacher beinjg uppermost in the mind. In shorty the parents refeirad 
to, regard the school teacher as a mere servant, hired to do a job that .' 
no body else can do, and fit for nothing else, morally, intellectually 
or socially ; and when tho two or three months for which he was 
employed expires, he is at liberty to **quit^^ as soon as he please. 

The eficct of such false, unjust, abominable, seml-barbarons no- 
tions, upon the district school, can hardly be estimated. Children 
imitate parents in habits of thinking, modes of expression and actions; 
and the age of puberty will hardly have been passed under such influ* 
encos wouthout bearing along with it the vicious consequences of 
such e.Yan)|)le. The child begins to be supercilious in school, and 
soon his contcmi)t for the school master ripens into a contempt for 
his authority, and tlicn breaks out into open disobedience. Other 
children follow the lead thus given ; the standard of rebellion is bold- 
ly raised, the master is dethroned, and the school, sustained in its 
lawless acts by this very class of parents whose own example has oc- 
casioned the trouble, is for the time triumphant and the district in 
a state of disorganization. It is not presumed that extreme cases of 
the kind arc very common in our districts. Yet they arc only legiti- 
mate results of that contemptuous feeling towards the school master 
which too many parents even in this state exhibit habitually before 
their children. It is time that another policy prevailed. 

*2. Duties op iNsrEcroRs. — The reports under this head embrace 
three sets of duties — visitation, examination of teachers and scholars^ 
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and suggestions to teachers. The questions in the circular were in- 
tended to elicit full intbrmation on each of these divisions. That 
point, to a certain extent, has been gained. As a general thing, in- 
spectors do not visit the school ; or if they do, only once or twice a 
year, and then seldom examine the scholars or make any suggestions 
to the teacher. In some districts, they have not been near the school 
during the past year. There are, however, many gratifying excep- 
tions ; and it is an important fact, one that delinquent officers cannot 
dwell upon too thoughtfully, that whenever these official visitations 
have been frequent and the examination of botl^ pupil and teacher 
thorough, the schools have sustained a better character than where 
no such visitations and examinations have taken place. It is true^ 
faithful officers sometimes meet with virulent opposition in their lau- 
dable effi>rts, and sometimes personal animosity haunts them in their 
retirement ; but mere opposition and mere abuse should drive no pub- 
lic servant from duty. 

A brief sketch of the legal and moral responsibilities of school 
inspectors may not be out of place. It is their legal duty to divide 
the town into districts, to apportion the public money, make out and 
transmit to the county clerk all the statistical information furnished 
by the several dbtricts, and, most important of all, examine candi- 
dates for teaching •* in regard to moral character, learning and abili- 
ty." They have, then, high and responsible duties resting uj)on 
them. In the eyes of the law, they aro the guardians of our com- 
mon schools and ought therefore to be selected with great discrimi- 
nation. Themselves the judges of what constitutes qualification for 
teaching, their own moral character should bo stainless, their oAvn 
learning adequate to tho task imposed, their own ability undoubted. 
Otherwise, they cannot duly estimate such sterling qualities in those 
they examine. They must possess, too, great fiimness of purpose — 
a moral courage that will shrink from the performance of no duty, 
whether in tho exact line of their own predilections or not, which is 
demanded by the educational interests of the town. If a candidate 
for teaching come boforo them, they have no right to recognize him 
in any other capacity for the time than as a candidate, and the only 
questions they aro bound to answer satisfactorily to themselves, are 
such as regard his moral character, learning and ability. If his ha- 
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bits ore Ixtdi he should be rejected at once ; for the pure he&rt;«f 
youth should not be espcaed to the contagion of evil oompunicatuxt 
or riciouB example. Any known vice should be deemed a diaqualifi- . 
cation, ir the candidate he intempemte, eooner keep cbildrea in 
ignorance for a while tbon subject them to eo penilential on inflih 
ence. An attendant upon grog sh^M, or even a dr»ni drinker at 
home, may do to train brutes, hut never, never can he educate lbs 
human sou). Here, then, ia a brood field for the discerning and. a»- 
verely scrutinizing miod of the Inqiector. Ipunorality, in any or 
all of its protean shapes however apeciouB may be its semblances of 
virtue, marils ao quarter. It should be cut off at once fr<»n all ht^ee 
of success. With the reHgumi viewa of. the candidate, the inapeor 
tor has no legal or other ri^t to meddle. He may place high hia, 
standard of morals ; praotioal virtue should be one test of Stneiai 
but the teocher^B creed, or the embodyment of his faith upon paper or 
within the deep recesaes of his soul, is something with which only 
Divine wisdom can deal. The question is not, whether be is a Pro- 
testant or a Catholic, a Trinitarian or Unitarian, a Perfectionist* 
Latter Day Saint, Mormon or Transcendental ist ; but whether he 
has such an unblemished moral character as will enable liim to im- 
part healthful principles to bis scholars and be to them a living ex- 
ample of all that is beautiful and good. 

As to the kind and degree of learning required by law, much is 
left to the examiner's sound discretion. Generally, the circumstan- 
ces of the school, over which the teacher is to be placed, must go- 
vern. College leamiagi certainly, is not contemplated ; for that ia 
hardly wanted in common schools. If sought by any, the university 
is expected to give iL Nor are the higher branches of academic 
learnuig essential, particularly in the present condition of our 
schools. An elementary school, where the rudiments of an English 
education only are taught, such as reading, spelling, writing and the 
outlines barely of geography, arithmetic and grammar, requires a 
female of practical common sense, with amiable and winning man. 
ners, a patient spirit, and a tolerable knowledge of the springs of 
human action. A female thus qualified, carrying with her into the 
school room the gentle influences of her sex, will do more to incul- 
cate ri^t morals and prepare the youthful intellect for the severer 
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discipline of its after years, than the most accomplished and learned 
male teacher. The heathen notion, that females have no souls, was 
exploded with the occasions that gave it hirth among the wrangling 
schoolmen of antiquity. It is now generally admitted that they not 
only have souls, but souls capable of a high order of intellectual de- 
velopment ; while, in the matter of heart and all those holier emo- 
tions which give to humanity its crowning glory, they leave the 
*' lords of creation" far in the rear. In most of our common schools, 
the ages of the scholars require female teachers ; and the reports 
show that the summer and some of the winter schools are kept by 
them. But the inspectors cannot scrutinize their qualifications too 
nicely. An unqualified female is less to be tolerated than an un- 
qualified male teacher, because her influence, if wrongly directed, 
is by far the most dangerous. 

But we have schools in which children of larger growth seek to 
perfect the education which in boyhood was only begun. And as 
the state increases in population, and the necessities of a pioneer ex- 
istence give way to the intellectual wants which stated periods of 
leisure are sure to create, we shall find such schools rapidly spring- 
ing up. Then comes the test of an inspectors fitness for duty. Then 
comes the time when the common school begins to assume that high 
and noble and respected station which is due to it. Then comes the 
necessity of employing teachers who can supply the mental and 
moral aliment demanded oT them, and thus impel the school onward 
to the attainment of its purposes among the people. 

The ability required, undoubtedly means the power to teach. The 
inspectors must be satisfied, not only that the candidate has a good 
moral character and sufficient learning, but that he is versed in the 
art of teaching. This is all important, and it is dwelt upon for a 
moment because some districts, in their reports, have suggested such 
an amendment of the law as would enumerate more specifically the 
qualifications of teachers. But it is believed that, if the term ability 
be defined as above, no amendment can be necessary. The annals 
of school keeping every where, show that the purest minds and pro- 
foundest scholars do not, always, nor indeed often, understand the 
art of teaching. If Horace had given the world as rjph a practical 
treatise on this most difficult of all arts, as he has on the art in which 
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be himself excellod, muiy a rejected pedagogue of modem tigttg 
woald ha.ve blessed him. . ^ 

In some forei^ countries-'— Holland, Prussia and othera — the mi 
q^leocAi^f Is taught like any .other art ; and auch boa been ibocoor 
Vtotion of its necessity in Moasaohuaetts, that no leu than three Ntn^ 
nml achools, or schools foreduooting teacbera, have been estabUahoii 
The two groat objecte <^ those schools, aay the board. of eduotkm, 
in their annual report of 1839, are, firft, ,to iqipart to the pupjU a 
more correct and thorough knowledge of the various brsncbeq n- 
quired to be taught in the schools ; and second, to teach the princ^, 
pies of coihmunicating iOsmiction, both in theory and in pnct^s»i^at 
a model school connected with the main Institution. 

If, then, the ahUUy to Uaeh constitutes a qualification, ths' bgol 
doty of an inspector is not exhausted by odo examination, esp^cjid^ 
if that examination be made More the teacher has oiii^ned his achooL 
On «uch an examination, the power to teach, or faculty of conmui- 
nicating instruction, cannot bo tested. It is only by following tbs 
candidate into the school ; and there watching the gradual or sudden 
devolopments of his disposition, his modes of teaching, and the man- 
ner in which lie disciplines his scholars and otherwise governs his 
aciiool, that the demands of the law con l>e met. AVc all know bow 
easy it is to be deceived in tlicse matters. A candtdr.lc may pass a 
good examination, and theoreticaUy be pronounced qualified ; yet in 
the school room exhibit anything but tbo-tmits of a scliool master. 
His plan of operations may be as eccentric as that which, to insure 
punctuality, compellod every lardy urchin to walk a mile wiih a 
fool's cap drawn over his head, and one of the punctual scholars to 
follow at some distance to seo ihut the delinquent did not steal an 
occasional impunity by tearing oiT the cap and putting it in his pock- 
et ; which, to discipline the intellect, awarded a prize to Uiat boy or 
girl who, at the end of the quarter and on examination day, should 
recite with the greatest rapidity, giving each n'ord precisely as print- 
ed, all the rules in Adam's uriibinetic, all [hose in Murray's gram- 
mar, and the Assembly's catechism from beginning to end ; and 
which, by way of punishment for the minor faults of each liour, for- 
ced the lucklc^ sinnc^r to stood upon one foot, with tlic huge quarto 
bible at arm's length in one hand and a pitcher of water in the otfaoTf 
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while a second law-breaker was stationed hard by, brandishing a 
rattan, that neither burthen might be dropped or the balance lost 
It is not positively asserted that such a teacher can be found in Mich- 
igan, but simply this, that frecisely that way of ** teaching the young 
idea how to shoot," might not be inconsistent with a faultless exami- 
nation out of the schooL No inspector, then, should deem his legal 
duty ended with one examination. Havir^ placed the candidate in 
school, he should keep his eye upon him ; and if practically that 
candidate belies the. certificate he has received, the law says mch 
certificate may be annulled. 

Formerly, the law made it the duty of inspectors to Tisit, at least 
twice a year, all such schools in their townships as should be organ- 
ized according to its provisions, to inquire into their condition, ex- 
amine the schools, and give such advice to both teachers and schol- 
ars as they should deem proper. That law has been repealed, and, 
singular as it may appear, no similar requisition has since found its 
way into the statute book. The reason of the repeal is unknown. 
It is thought that the omission of so essential a provision, one bear- 
ing with such direct force upon the interests of the common school, 
must have been an oversight in the legislature. It is hardly possi- 
ble that the only guaranty furnished by law for the proper examina- 
tion of schools, should designedly have been abrogated. The result 
is apparent in the district reports. Not being absolutely required to 
visit schools, the inspectors stay away from them, leaving the schpl- 
ars to do as they please, and the teachers to plod along without 
counsel or sympathy. Yet, notwithstanding the law is silent, many 
conscientious inspectors have continued to visit the schools. And it 
is hoped that the moral obligation so to do, will be more generally 
felt than it has been during the past year. 

While on this subject, it is respectfully suggested whether that 
part of our system which imposes upon inspectors the duty of ex- 
amining teachers, be not susceptible of improvement. Within the 
past year, the state of New York has adopted a plan of superinten- 
dence for her thousands of common schools, which commends itself 
to our attentive consideration. It is the appointment for each coun- 
ty, of a deputy superintendent, whose duties of supervision shall be 
co-extensive with the schools of his circuit. To his care are com- 
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mitted the odocatknud interests of the oooiMj* He eaumkieedl- tfii 
teacheiSy viaits all the sohools, collects all the Otatiitios, seee tiM 
the laws are efficiently executed, aseerttuns their defectSi and sb|^ 
geste improvements and otherwise promotse soiukI ednostidn^?* 
The suggestion that something of the kind» either a depnty sqwrr 
intendent or a oounty board of exaxmaersy would conduce to the vigtv 
of our own, system, is made with a eontietliQin that the town hoard <if 
inspectors, as at present constituted, cannot b» expected taitalfiUtbe 
purposes of their appointment in the first place, the oflfee of hb- 
specter is too intunately connected with party contensiona to he e(^ 
cluaively in the interest of sohoohk. It is not known tibat vmrprifti- 
cal conaideratioBs have infineneed the conduct of a single hoal^ itf 
the state ; «or is any thing of die kind intimated . On the oontmjv 
it is cause of rcjoiciiig tlut, so flu^ as the requiriBuients of the 1^ 
been obeyed, neither the fear or favor of thia or that party has besn 
permitted to turn the officers from the strict line of duty, lie Isar 
is not so much, that the officer, when chosen and duly qualified, wffl 
play the partisan, as that the too common plea of availahiUtif w&l 
operate as potently in this as in other elections, and secure the nomi* 
nation of an individual better calculated to run than to serve^ If etoidi 
party would select its best men for inspectors, men qualified m all^ 
respects for the responsible position, without especial reference to 
their popularUift the interests of our schools, whichever party stD^ 
ceeded, would be abundantly safe. In the present state of partiss^ 
however, such a contingency is hardly within the range of pvbbft* 
bility. 

Again, it is thought that economy favors the suggestion* As te 
law now is, each inspector is entitled to one dollar for each and eve* 
ry day's service. If he does all that is required of him ^ottA/Ulp^ 
not to mention the incidental duties that a conscientious regard for, 
the character of our public schools will constantly suggest, the aggi^ 
gate of his per diem compensation at the end of the year will be ao 
trifing sum. No means exist in this office by which to ascertain that 
sum. But take the simple duty of examining teachers, and the county 
of Washtenaw as convenient for illustration. Here are twenty towna^ 
each with three inspectors, Of the 215 districts, whole or fractionalt 
157 have reported that schoob in each have been kept during the 
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past year by qualified teachers. To be qualified, the teacher must 
have a certificate ; to get a certificate, he must be examined, not by 
one, not by a majority, but by all of the inspectors. How much time 
is requisite to examine the teachers of 157 schools ? Suppose, mere- 
ly for illustration, that these teachers are distributed equally among 
the towns. This will give nearly eight for each town. In the coun- 
ty, where inspectors live miles apart, it is no easy t^ng to get the 
board together. If, when once in session, the eight could be exam- 
ined, perhaps two houns would be time enough assigned to each. But 
candidates for teaching in new places do not all come along at once. 
It is within bounds then to assign half a day for each examination. 
Then four days for each inspector will be required to go over the 
liBtt, or twelve days for all, making as many dollars. Twelve dollars 
for each make 9240 for the county ; and this too on the supposition 
that no other^ or subsequent examination, takes place. Add the other 
legal duties of an inspector that might be transferred to the county 
board or deputy superintendent, and the sum given alone for the per- 
formance of but one of those duties might easily be tripled, if not 
quadrupled* Should the suggestion thus thrown out be deemed im- 
portant, it would then become a question, by whom the new officer 
or officers ought to be appointed, how paid, and how much. By the 
New York law, the board of supervisors are required to appoint the 
deputy superintendent He holds his office two years, subject to re- 
moval by the board for causes stated. He receives two dollars for 
each day necessarily spent in the discharge of his duties, but the 
whole amount in any one year is not to exceed five hundred dollars. 
One half is paid by the county, the other half out of the school fund. 

Such is the New York plan. It is worthy of the "empire state." 
It is for the legislature to say whether Michigan will do well to adopt 
a similar plan or rely yet longer upon the present defective means 
of supervision. It is believed that the change suggested will insure 
greater efficiency in the execution of our school laws, better teachers, 
better schoolsy higher interest and more harmonious action among 
piur^ts, and greater economy. 

8. Tbachbrs, Male and Fsmalk. — To the interrogatories touch- 
iog the sex, age, pay.» &c., of teachers, between twoturitd three hun- 
dred districts replied. From these, it appears that while the ages qf 
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male teachers range from 17 to 40, giving an average of 24 jTeiMt 
those of females range from 14 to 28, giving an average of 20 yeakii 
Bot few of the males make teadiing a business. Among them aiv 
fbmid represented nearly all the professional, agricuhnral and nA 
chanical interests. The inducements to teach are—- a want of legjrt^ 
lar t^Lchers in the district, no other empbyment, the widi to rai|pto 
means for oik^ pursuits, or, oocaaonally, the love of it as an bono* 
rable and self-satisfying vocation* It is evident from this conditiMt 
of things that the chances decidedly incline to the side of unqnaliA* 
ed teachers. Now and then, perhaps often, a yoiung man or a^yoaag 
woman^ may sustain the reputation of a good teacher ; but it is te^ 
lieved that seven out of ten, who obtain a certificate, do nolfheini^ : 
selves feel really qualified for their task. The necessity impoMJlliQf 
law, of keeping up a school for at least three months to securerfb 
the district an ai^rtionment of the public funds, no less tlianttlft. 
parental anxiety to have some kind of a school kept, very frequently 
and very naturally renders an examination of the candidate merefy 
formal. Many act upon the principle that poor schools are better 
than none, and it is possible they act rightly. Yet it is hard to ad^ 
mit that so terrible and humiliating an alternative has been forced 
upon the people of Michigan. It cannot be that we must eidier go 
without schools or have schools that do more harm than good to the 
rising generation. One thing is certain ; nothing s^ort of good 
schools will enable us to hold our legitimate station in the eonfbde- 
racy — ^nothing short of good schools can prepare our children to be 
the capable guardians as well as rightful inheritors of our glorioaa 
institutions. 

One obstacle to good teaching, is its inadequate compensation. 
Replies to the circular show that the average pay of male teachers 
is about $16 61 per month, and of females $1 27 per week. In 
one instance, $30 were paid a male teacher ; but generally the price 
of teaching sinks down to $14, $12, $10, seldom goes as high bm 
$20 ; while a female seldom gets more than $1 or $1 25. Noir, 
what man can a£ford to qualify himself in the art of ieachimg^ for 
$15 a month f What woman for $1 a week ? The common wchofA 
teacher is the most useful— the most indispensable functionary in the 
community ^ and yet he is the worst paid for his labor. Why is thk f 
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The question is more easily asked than answered. Some reply, that 
the times are out of joint ; that the currency is destroyed ; that mo- 
ney cannot he had. These are stubborn facts. But giving full force 
to such reasons, it so happens that the teacher fares no better in days 
of uninterrupted prosperity. While the price of every thing else 
alternates with the al temations of the currency, the demand and 
supply, the facilities for trade and the hundred other circumstances 
of daily experience, the price of teaching stands fixed ; good, bad 
or indifferent, qualified or unqualified, the luckless teacher has no 
change ^* come o'er the spirit of his dream.'' Some other reason 
than the common one of <^hard times" must be assigned to give it 
plausibility. It cannot but be suspected, that the only true reason is 
to be found in the practical indifference generally felt on the subject 
of school teaching. If the school master is yet abroad and among 
us, it is feared he will have to work through his present pilgrimage 
like many other Christian heroes, and look only for his full reward 
hereafter. 

4. Government of the School. — ^The reports show that the old 
fashioned mode of heating knowledge into the brain, is yet kept up 
to an alarming extent. The usual appliances are pinching, cuffiing, 
pulling hair and noses, throwing books and rulers at the heads of un- 
ruly urchins, compelling them to stand until fatigued into submission, 
locking up in dark places to scare away the evil genius that posses- 
ses them, shaming and other varieties of torture. Nothing so truly 
indicates a teacher's unfitness for duty, as a disposition to be thus 
tampering with a child's capabilities of physical suffering ; nothing 
80 completely unnerves the energies of his school as this invariable 
resort, on the most trifling occasions, to instruments of torture as 
the only means of enforcing his rules. That extreme cases may 
occur, where the infliction of such punishment is demanded, will not 
be denied ; but, as a general thing, it is believed to be pregnant 
with evils of great magnitude and wholly unnecessary. The day 
for such barbarisms has gone by. The spirit of the age is that of 
moral suasion, and experience declares that it is right The more 
recent annab of popular education in the old states, and even in the 
old de^tisms of Europe, prove that the most unteachable and most 
ungovemable schools can be tamed and managed by moral means. 
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A man of bepommg aalf-raspecty a (oroe of character tfatf^oumotte 
trifled with, and stern moral aa well aa physical couragei wOl inapiit 
not only respect for his authority, but jh rej^urd for the objects (rf* is* 
Btruction that shall render superfluous his rules of govenunent bi 
many places, bodily punishments, are prohilHted; or, if tolenla^ 
only as a last resort in desperate cases. Eqtecially to be depi;ecatad 
«nd condemned are all inflictions of .blows upon the head If, as 
mental philosophy and the anatomy of the brain demonstratot the 
head contains the organs of the squI, and those organs are ao.del^ 

* 

cately made up of fibrous and nervous tissues that the least devinga^ 
ment in them disturbs the mijid's equilibrium* what amount of lepro^ 
bation should be visited upon him who^ by his recklessness of oooi^ 
quences, so far forgets what is due to the intellectual and mond aai* 
lure of man, as to risk its utter subversion merely to gratify the pa» 
sion of a moment I It is .believed that when the science of mipd fa 
better understood, and its relatioQs with material t>rgans duly felt, the 
penal code of schools will be essentially modified. ^ 

^ 5. Character of the Instruction. — ^The questions on thii head 
elicited various replies. In some districts, the mode and character 
of the instruction are unexceptionable. The great effort is, to make 
the scholar understand what he learns— to teach ideas and word% 
merely as their signs. But in too many of the schools, the charax> 
tor of the instruction is behind the age. In them, the mind is treated 
precisely as if memory were its only attribute, and not like a spirit- 
ual existence, giHed with the highest powers of reason and adequate 
to a degree of expansion conceivable only by the Deity. The con- 
sequences of such fundamental error, are monstrous and appalling. 
If the memory be the only faculty worthy of regard, and the stan- 
dard of intellectual perfection be made to consist in the degree to 
which its exercise can be stimulated, we may as well cease to boast 
of the supremacy of mind over the instinct of the brute ; for the 
latter can retort upon us the boast that he too has a memory that can 
be disciplined and made to approximate that same standard of per- 
fection. 

It is contended that education and instructionj though apparent 
synonymes, have fundamental diflerences of meaning. To instruct, 
is to heap up ; to build upon ; intellectually, to aid the mind in 
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cumulating certain given facts ; not to create ideas, but to transfer 
theoL A mind, simply instructed, resembles the granary of a shift- 
less farmer ; full of every variety that heart can wish, but all so 
jumbled together, that if sent to mill, it would be difficult to designate 
the grist by the name of any known species of meal or flour. Edu- 
cation means more than this. Its true office is to discipline the mind ; 
to call into action and unremitted exercise the affections of the heart ; 
and to develop and invigorate the physical powers. Of what use is 
the most gifted intellect, if the heart, which gives it direction, be 
wrong ? How much good would that intellect confer upon mankind^ 
if its bodily frame-work were inadequate to sustain the tremendous 
pressure from within ? Education, like nature, has a taste for the 
beautiful, and consults proportion and harmony in all its operations. 
Its first great principle, then, is so to proportion and harmonize the 
intellectual, physical and moral powers, as to make them co-operate 
equally towards the designed end. If you educate the mind and 
bpdy, but neglect the heart, you may raise up a giant frame and a 
giant intellect, but you do it at the peril of all that's most holy and 
attractive in ^iritualized human nature, and run the risk of elevating 
to a most dangerous position some moral monster, whose sphere of 
mischief shall only be limited by his aptitude for it. Then again, if 
you educate only the mind and heart, you do the grossest injustice 
both to man and his creator ; because, by such an act, you virtually 
question the necessity of physical organization. From the moment 
you cease to regard the material covering of the soul as an object of 
your most delicate and unremitting care, you cease to cultivate, for 
any practical purposes, the intellectual and moral faculties. So, if 
you educate the heart and body, but leave the mind to grope its way 
unaided through the darkness of night, you strike from the human 
system the very source of man's greatness. You do all in your 
power to annihilate that sublime attribute of humanity which assimi- 
lates him to his creator, and makes him master of a power that eter- 
nity alone can fully develop. No system of popular education, which 
is not thus impartial in its bestowments, can meet the wants of th& 
present age. 

The limits of a report will not permit a more ample notice of this 
most interesting feature in the condition of our schools ; although it 
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ia one that oannot be too thoughtfully considered hj OTery dtibEaii lof: 
Blichlgoxu It lAould be mentionedi however* in this coniiedtkm, tbgHt 
while a certain amount of religioas instruction is encouraged In 
man J schoolSf MeetariamMm finds no admissibn. This reroark» it la 
believed, can be made without an exception ; 9t leaflft, mkk is dw 
tone of all the reports which have reached this office* The extrema 
eensitiveneas on this point, as betrayed in the numerous replies to tibstt. 
part of the circular calling atteiition to it, argues a healthy slate of 
public opinion, and ought to banish all fears, if ouch be entertaiaed- 
by a single individual in the state» that any one religious sect, «Tatt 
if disposed, could successfully carry out % system <>f proselytism*' 
through diemedium of common seho^ Sectarianism never wfll 
infuse its poisonous virus into the great veins -of our educational ajnt- ■ 
tern, so long as the people hold their present views on the sobjeiefrf' 
and the only fear is, that a natural dread of the poison will ezchsia^ 
much that b wholesome from the schools. One extreme is aJs prcK 
ductive of evil as the other. A school without moral instractiod^' 
kicks the essentials of a right education, as evidently as the school 
open to sectarianism exceeds them. No system can be perfect that 
is not based upon the great practical requisitions of Christianity—* 
«< Do unto others as you would have others do unto you, and love thy 
neighbor as thyself." 

6. Unipobmity op School Books. — The want of uniformity in 
the books used, is the buithen of complaint through all the reportsi 
By reference to the list, the variety of books can be seen. Many of 
them are good, many indifferent, and many positively bad. Bven ' 
if they were all good books, and either author could be recommen- 
ded, the endless variety of them would puzzle any teacher. The 
books used in one school not only differ from those used in another, 
but they differ throughout the same school. It not unfrequently hap- 
pens that Webster, Cobb, Town, Sanders and the American spelling 
book appear in a class of as many scholars ; while, on calling a 
class to read for the first time, one scholar produces his English rea- 
der, another the Rhetorical reader, a third the American preceptor, 
a fourth the First class book, and so on, all perhaps well enough in 
their way, but neither of them sufficiently common in the school to 
render classification possible. Just so with the grammars, arithme- 
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'tics and geographys. Now, what should be done to remedy an evil 
vni^ereally admitted and inyeighed against ? An act of March, 1839, 
required the superintendelit to report a provision calculated to insure 
uniformity of books and a regular supply to each district on econo- 
mical terms. In his annual report of that year, the superintendent 
gives the suggestion of a citizen of Calhoun county, as the best mode 
of doing this. The plan suggested, and indirectly sanctioned by the 
superintendent, made it the dqty of that officer to purchase a supply 
of legally approved books and stationery, ^ual to the wants of 
schools and libraries, establish a general depository and distribute 
tiiem, from time to time, among the organized counties — the treasu- 
rer of the county keeping its depository, and he appointing the keep- 
er of each town depository. In urging the adoption of some such 
plan, the superintendent says — **^ As it now is, the districts, in most 
cases, are obliged to rely upon the merchants for a supply. This 
«upply is often irregular — many of the books purchased arc of the 
mvet inferior description — and frequently sold at high prices — some 
purchase one kind, some another, and this introduces confusion of 
hooks into many of our schools.'' Nothing, it is believed, was done 
by the legislature, and the evil then complained of has been on the 
increase ever since. The attention of the present legislature is ear- 
nestly called to the subject. Shuukl nny thiug be done, it is hoped 
Ihat so responsible a duty will not be imposed upon any one indi- 
vidual, as it would be morally impossible for him to do justice to the 
various opinions throughout the state in regard to the character of 
primary school books. If a general uniformity cannot be brought 
about, it is suggested whether the plan in some states, of authorizing 
the town committees, (or inspectors with us,) to prescribe the books 
to be used in their own limits, might not be adopted. Should deputy 
superintendents be created, a uniformity might be established through- 
out the county. Besides the reasons urged in the above extract, 
why something should be done to insure uniformity, is the very co- 
gent one, that now is the time to avoid the counteracting influence 
of book sellers combined to force their own publications upon schools, 
as is the case in some states, and will be here when the book trade 
becomes sufficiently ramified to make it an object. 

7. School Houses. — The questions on this head were intended to 
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drnwoatdetaibenoai^to aidin the fonnation of aoomot 
as to the location an) construction of school houses. The object ba* 
not he^d attained. The replies are hardly full enough tp be Inrsied 
to account Altbougfa in moat of the retuFQ% the nze of the aohool 
house is given, yet, in the aheepce of other facts etjually impovlaiity 
no judgment can be formed as to its accommodations. It is easy, 
however, to discover, thatvery many of thehonses repoorted ave 9» 
longer the log houses of a few years past, l»it good, substantial, .comr 
fortable frame buildings. This in^cat^s a di^KMdtion at Jeastt t» 
make the improvements.of the school house keep pace with those ^ 
the dwelling house and bam. Anodier gratifying indicatiaa ii tbe. 
location of the sphool house upon^evated ground, away fyoanani^ 
es ; and the salubrity of the position is inferred from the geaaral 
health of the scholara On the whole, the reports show that the |Ho^ 
pie are hot altogether inattentive to thjs, " Uie one thing needfbly^ 
in our system of public instruction ; and to raise a hope Hiat anob 
details may be collected another year, on the subject of school liftar 
ses, as shall give the legislature ample materials to judge of their 
condition, and, if necessary, provide the means for their improve* 
ment And here one word may be hazarded touching the duties of 
district officers in locating school houses. It has been said thai OB» 
office of education was to devolop and invigorate the physical pow- 
ers. Without this, all other discipline will fail of its end ; with it^ 
human capability can hardly be limited. And thi^ education of the 
body precedes that of the mind-— commencing from earliest infancy. 
As a general rule, a sound mind may be looked for in a sound body. 
Equally true is the converse of the proposition ; and, although giant 
intellects are sometimes found in frail and sickly bodies, they are 
like the pent up fires of a volcano, ever struggling, heaving, boilin|^ 
up, until the crater itself, through which and over which they find 
vent, is melted and destroyed. Every circumstance, therefore, mo- 
ral, intellectual or physical, that goes to sustain health, should be 
regarded by those who have any thing to do with education. In this 
view, how great are the responsibilities of a district in rcspeqt to the 
location and construction of its school house! Paramount to all 
other considerations is this deemed in states where popular education 
is most prized School houses, which, but a few years ago, were 
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IkyOght to be perfect, are fast disappearing before the real models 
of perfection which a regard to bodily health and comfort has sug^ 
gested. 

There are some facts in this connection too important to be omit* 
ted. The annual report, for 1638, of the secretary of the Massa- 
chusetts board of education, embodies the actual results, as obtained 
by a highly respectable physician during the previous summer, of 
bad internal arrangements and bad locations for school houses. The 
physician took pains to ascertain with exactness the relative amount 
of sickness stifTered by the children, in a given period of time, in 
two annual schools, near each other, and consisting of about the 
same number, taken from families in a similar condition of life. No 
general physical causes distinguished the two schools from each other 
in regard to each other. One house, however, was dry and well 
ventilated ; the other damp and so situated as to render ventilation 
impracticable. In the former, during a period of forty-five da3rs, 
fiftB scholars were absent from sickness to the amount, in all, of 
twenty days ; while in the latter, during the same time and for the 
same cause, nineteen children were absent to an amount, in all, of 
one hundred and forty-five days-^that is, almost four times the num- 
ber of children and more than seven times the amount of sickness. 
Such facts, although not so rigidly applicable to our own thinly set- 
tled districts as to the populous districts of the old states, ought yet 
to have their influence upon those who are to designate the sites for 
school houses and construct the buildings. It is a well known fact 
that, all over this western country, there are spots in which bilious 
diseases prevail almost constantly throughout the warm seasons, 
while there are others comparatively healthful ; and surely no one 
can doubt the humanity of so locating the school house as most efiec- 
tually to protect the scholar from the noxious influences of miasma. 
If we would educate healthy children, and consequently make valua- 
ble citizens, the school house, where much of their time is spent, 
should be built in a pure atmosphere, large enough to accommodate 
all comfortably, capable of being well ventilated, and so arranged 
within and without, as to make each scholar happy and not feel like 
a criminal under confinement. 

8. LiBKABiEs.— By reference to the table, it will be seen that only 
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$170 80| have been raiaed in the state foj^ lihnLrie& It^forAer a|^- 
pW8 frdm the replies to the circular, that nothing as yet haa been i 
received, either from fines within the several counties for hreafihev • 
cf the penal lawsi or from the equivalents for exemption fram toSSt^ 
taryduty. Whether any fines have, been colleoiedf. is only. matMr 
of conjecture. The county clerks generaUy make no report on. the 
subject As all possible information, however, touching thiabnncb 
of the libra^ revenue is desirable, would it not be well to reqiure - 
county clerki, in their annual reports^ to state the amount of fines 
imposed in their respective courts, and the amount collected, specify* 
ing the clear proceeds of such in the treasury ? It is known that in. . 
one county at least, numerous fines have been paid, and such niay 
have been the case in others. If so, the library fund is entitled to . 
the immediate benefit of them. 

The vast importance of judiciously selected libraries, as a laeatti 
of perfecting, or rather of advancing towards perfection, common 
school education, is too universally admitted to render valid any ex- 
cuse, but that of stern necessity, for not introducing them into our 
districts. It is not proposed, at this time, to enlarge upon a theme 
so common and yet so prolific of new and interesting truths. Pub* 
lie attention has been repeatedly and earnestly called to it in the suo-* 
cessive annual reports of the late superintendent. His report of last 
winter reconrunends the "Common school library," published by the 
Harpers, of New York, and the ** School library, '^ published by 
Marsh, Capen, Lyon and Webb, of Boston — ^both \'aluable works ; 
the first of which, however, the present superintendent has not, as 
yet, found an opportunity to examine critically, and which, conse- 
quently, he is not prepared to urge with the same degree of confi- 
dence in its merits with which he urges the latter. The " School 
library" has been the subject of his most careful and critical exami- 
nation ; and so deep were his convictions of its intrinsic value, and 
of the urgent necessity of its introduction at once, before less useful 
and less appropriate books find their way into the state, that, while 
in Boston during the fall, he advised the enterprising publishera to 
sand out at least fiAy sets, so that the people might, if, on a view of 
them, they so inclined, have a chance to profit by them the present 
winter. Mr. Jonathan Lamb, the author of an excellent little book 
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eatitled " The child's primer," and a school teacher by profession, 
is the agent of the publishers, and is now engaged in making the 
library generally known in the state. One set has been left in this 
office for general inspection, and it is presumed that one will be pla- 
ced in the state library for the use of the legislature during their 
winter session. The superintendent deems it an act of justice to all 
concerned, to say, that he neither has, nor expects to have, the 
slightest pecuniary interest in the introduction of this or any other 
library ; but that he will consider it ample compensation for any la- 
bor bestowed, to know that the work is properly appreciated and 
adopted as a powerful auxiliary in the great and expanding cause of 
education. 

New York seems to have taken the lead of other states in dissemi- 
nating knowledge through the medium of district libraries. An act 
of 1838 appropriated ©55,000 a year for this purpose, those towns 
only to share in it which raised an equal amount. From the last an- 
nual report of the late secretary of state and iuperintendent of 
school, it appears that on the 31st of December, 1840, there were 
over four hundred thousand volumes in the public libraries, and that 
about one hundred thousand dollars had been expended during that 
year for the purchase of books. Annexed is an important paragraph 
from Mr. Spencer's report : 

**TIie circulation of half a million of valuable books among oar fellow eitixens, without 
charge and without price, is a greater benefaction to our race than would be the collection In 
any one ptoee of ten times the number of volumM. And when we reflect that in hve years 
there will be two millions of such books in free and constant circulation among those who 
most need them and «cho are most unable to procure them ; whose minds wil) thus be diverted 
from frivolous and injurious occupations, and employed upon the productions of the learned 
and wise of all ages, we shall find ourselves unable to set bounds to the mighty influences that 
will operate upon the moral and intellectual character of our state.*' 

The secretary of the Connecticut board of commissioners, in his 
last annual report, recommends that $12,000, or twice that amount 
of the income of the school fund, be set apart as ** library money," 
to be drawn by towns or districts only on condition that a like amount 
be raised by tax or individual subscription. And he suggests the 
following plan of distribution : 

** Should any appropriation be made, it is worthy of consideration whether it would not be 
better to have the whole sum expended in the purchase of a society library, and the books 
placed in as many eases as there are districts, each to pass in succession through them all, in- 
stiad of buying as many district librarieB as there are districts. By the latter course, there will, 
aktioKt of n«res8ity, be many bo^ks of the same kind in dificrent districts, the range of selection 
in each district will be Umitedi and the buereit of novelty be soon lost. By the former, etcli 






•AO JOINT l)66uMEWrS. 



dtiWei wm at «ny «MtiB0 hcvB attOM to M nany bo«lH iv vBdtf i|ii oil^ 
Mt-torildiobookflfiitlioievcraldlftrteti) andtlie fmatu of the rBjfcn will tokepcflnadi. 
^ a eoiuiBiittupplf «f ijew avthon. By local icfalatioii^ the cawt ^iild be l e oua e J to iM 
Hbrarhii of the lodety every rix oonthi &»r impection aa wellaa jpiliiiiige^ and thtihe hooki 
hemorelikeiy tobepreaenredfandaiiydBiBaceor low an eaae d te the proper dhiJit* 

9* WeRxiKos OF THE Systbm. — ^In exhibiting thebondition of oor 
primary schools, it would be palpfltbly unjust to'ite people, and e»« 
peciallyso to the school officers, both town atid district, not to ex^ 
hibit at the same time the woSfli^p 6f the 83rstetn. Aldioitgh a per^ 
feet system will prove a nullify un!^ parents, officers and teacbns 
do their duty, it* is no less certain thdt'tbe mOist vigordus, individiial 
and combined efforts will be ineffectual to mak^K bad or imperfiet^t 
83rslem work well. To gun the requisite knowledge on this pointy 
this question was asked of each director-—^* How dtles the school sys- 
tefkn work in your district f '' The replies, generally full, have fur- 
aished materials fbr tfaii^lowiiig'considerations. 

In most of the districts, the i^JjiikiDi, as a whole, gives satisfaeiSon* 
The principle embodied in it-*the education of all — elicits general 
admiration ; whill its practical opieration, seen and felt only in de^ 
tails, develops faults of no ordinaiy magnitude. Frequent altera^ 
tions in the law are deprecated, not because it is thought any sjrstem 
can become perfect without constant modifications, or even without 
^eat and sometimes organic changes ; but because it is morally im« 
possible, under existing circumstances, for districts and town officers 
to keep pace with such alterations. A law is hardly known in a 
district, before it is repealed or amended ; and it not unfrequently 
happens, that while the original law governs the official acts of one 
portion of a town and county, amendments to it, or even amend- 
ments to the amendments, regulate the conduct of another portion of 
the same town or county. Strange as it may appear to those not 
familiar with the reasons, some of the reports just received comply 
only with the requisitions of the revised statutes ; others with the 
law of 1840 ; othois again with those of last session. One set of 
reports, for instance, following the old law, fails to return the num- 
ber of scholars who have attended private schools during the year ; 
another set, keeping in view only the law of 1840, which repeals 
the chapter of the revised statutes on " primary schools," and all 
acts or parts of acts amendatory of said chapter or any portion there'- 
of while it returns the number of scholars at private schools, neg^ 
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lects to notice the requirements of last winter, touching the children 
of French and German citizens. Now, it is charitable to suppose 
that district officers, in the main, wish to do their duty, and that de- 
linquencies of the kind just instanced, are aAer all but apparent, the 
law rather thon .ita agents being at fitult. And in truth, some of the 
reports diaclooe the whole secret and make, known the remedy. The 
school laws are not promulgated seaaonably and extensively enough. 
The remedy proposed is, not to stint the system in its proper growth 
by warring against further modifications, amendments or repeals, 
whenever or wherever necessary, but to provide that a printed copy 
of every new school act be sent to each district as soon as possible 
after its approval. Then may the hand of legislation be applied 
without hesitation or danger to our yet defective school system ; uni- 
formity in returns and fidelity in details be exacted of school officers 
to the letter ; and then will districts cease to be agitated by dissen- 
sions, springing in nine cases out of ten, from imperfectly understood 
school laws. 

The repealing act of Aprilf 1^40, substitutes a new system for that 

contained in the reyiscd staiatfis and subsequent amendments. This 

substitute and the amendments to it of last winter, constitute what is 

known as the common school s}'stem of Michigan. The first and 

most striking defect of this new system, as contended in many of the 

reports, is its inadequate provision for the support of schools. 

A limited tax for a school house, its repairs and appendages, and for 

a library case and books, may be imposed by the qualified voters, and 

assessed upon the property of the district, but not a dollar to support 

the teacher. It is true, the amendatory act of last winter provides 

that the organized townships may raise, if they deem it expedient, a 

sum not to exceed one dollar for each child of the legal age ; but 

suppose such a tax is not deemed expedient ; what becomes ef the 

district school 1 It is driven back upon the law of 1840 ; and what 

does that provide ? Why, that the qualified voters may determine 

how long a school shall be kept, and when the public money shall be 

applied ; that qualified teachers moy be employed and paid out of the 

public money ; and finally, if, as is invariably the case, and will be 

the case for years, the public money falls short, that the inhahitants 

having scholars may get. together and provide for a continuance of 
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•the school, by assessing the expense upon those who sendf in pro(xM^- 
tion to the number of children and the time sent. The inequality, 
not to say injustice here, is apparent. Those who cannot pay any 
thing, are wholly excluded from the school Those who are a little 
better ofi*, send until inability to pay longer excludes them. Those 
again who enjoy the poor man's blessing, a large family of bojrs and 
girlsy send a part to school and keep the others at home ; or if the 
parent is ambitious to give all an equal schooling, he may decimate 
his children, sending the oldest the first week, the next the second 
week, and so on, thus creating in each the appetite to learn, but 
withholding from all the power to gratify it. Trace out some other 
' results of this state of things. 

A new district has been formed. The voters determine to have a 
school three* months. A teacher is employed for fifteen dollars a 
month. Both teacher and families suppose it to be a common schoolf 
open for all, rich and poor. The fifty children of the district attend 
for the whole three months. If the apportionment gives thirty-^9' 
ven cents for each child, as it did last year, that pays the teacher 
#18 50 of his wages, leaving ^-Jt> 50 to be assesssed. This will be 
just 53 cents each. All pay promptly but five families, and these 
cannot pay because of their poverty. These five families — no un- 
common thing — average four children each, making twenty children, 
for whom the teacher gets no pay. He thus loses $10 60, or has 
his wages reduced in this indirect way, to less than $11 50 per month. 
He cannot make the district pay it, nor can he assess upon the thirty 
who have already paid their share. If he sues the five parents and 
obtains judgment, he will only be adding the costs to his other losses. 
He then goes away disgusted ; and, ten to one, another teacher can- 
not be engaged in that district for years. Or, if he consents to teach 
there again, it is only on condition that he may convert the district 
into a private school, and exclude from it all who cannot pay. Or, 
perhaps in extreme cases, where the benevolence of a district out- 
weighs all selfish considerations, a voluntarj^ contribution may effect 
what the law does not require, and thus give the poor an equal 
chance with the competent for a few week's schooling ; but the 
gratuitous testimony to the contrary in some of the reports, proves 
that such facilities for public instruction are too rarely given to be 
anticipated with much confidence. 
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By the old law, the property of the whole went to support schools. 
An amount equal to the apportionment was assessed upon the town- 
ships and distributed with the public money among the districts. — 
And why should not property be teixed ? On the mere selfish prin- 
ciple, the state is bound to adopt that system which insures its own 
safety and happiness. The voluminous testimony every where to be 
found, demonstrating the absolute necessity of common schools to 
this end, need not be cited before an intelligent legislature. The ar- 
gument in a nut shell, is conceived to be this. Every child belongs 
to the state. The state is bound to protect the child, and the child 
in return is bound, on becoming a moral agent, to obey the laws and 
otherwise promote the public good. The moment the child reaches 
the age of discretion, or can appreciate right and wrong actions, the 
law subjects him to certain responsibilities. If old enough to know 
that stealing is a crime by law, his commission of it is punished. If 
old enough to comprehend the nature and obligation of an oath^ per* 
juvy sends him to the penitentiary. If he can be so far actuated by 
rage, vindictiveness or avarice as to imbrue his hands in blopd, whe- 
ther it be the blood of a brother, a friend or a stranger, the law only 
asks if he was old enough to know its prohibitions and intelligent 
enough to understand them, to put him on a footing with adult crimi- 
nals, convict him of murder afid hang him. And, what is of vast 
moment in this view of the subject, it matters not whether he actu- 
ally knew that the law prohibited stealing, perjury and murder, or 
was ignorant of it. All these things are presumed. It is no defence 
against an indictment for crime to plead ignorance of the law ; nor 
wonld the deadened sensibilities of the heart weigh a feather in the 
mind of a judge about to pass sentence in a case of parricide. It is 
not asked how far insanity may be presumed in most coses of high 
crime, nor what modifications of law the lights thrown upon the sci- 
ence of mind may ultimately produce ; it is enough for the present 
argument, to know what the law is and how much it exacts of every 
intelligent citizen. 

It is no less a duty of the state to prevent than it is to punish in- 
fractions of the law. If there were no crimes, there would be no 
need of penal laws. Such a consummation, however, is not for our 
day and generation. But states can do much to urge on the great 

Vol. II. 35 
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moral result They can adopt and enforce such regulationi in 
their own limits as shall tell with rapidity and power upon tlie 
world. They can make it an axiom in all their legislation, that as* 
actly in the proportion that education, rightly understood and righdy 
pursued, prevails among the people, will immoral tendencieSf ricioaa 
actions and positive crimes cease to prevail. And it is contended 
that education, as defined in a previous part of this report, is a oom- 
' mon right — the exclusive property of no man, of no set of men. The 
great fountain which supplies one portion of society, should be ac- 
cessible to all — ^not monopolized by the few as an engine of poww 
over the many. No safer rule can be adopted than to suspect every 
man's patriotism in proportion as he underrates the value of this 
great human right. It matters but little what his political or rdi* 
gious creed may be ; if not orthodox in this matter, he cannot, how- 
ever boisterous his professions, practically be either a statesman or 
a christian. Our pilgrim forefathers understood the value of this 
right. Whatever we of the present day may think of PuritanisBi, 
this marked feature of it we cannot but admire. If excessive zeal, 
ultraism and intolerance too often shaped their policy, let us not b^ 
lie their single-heartedness in the good cause of education. Hero, 
though faulty in other i*ospects, the puritan character developed its 
true greatness. In the eloquent language of Bancroft, " every child, 
as it was born into the world, was lifted from the earth by the genius 
of the country, and, in the statutes of the land, received, as its birth- 
right, a pledge of public care for its morals and its mind." The 
principle of popular or universal education was adopted as funda- 
mental in the very infancy of the colonies. It was imbedded in tlicir 
public acts and most sacredly cherished through all the trying vicis- 
situdes of their novel and eventful career. In their code, as it ought 
ever to be in ours, it was t/ie principle without which liberty could 
not exist, and with which no people could be slaves. Next to the 
erection of altars for the worship of God, they took care that school 
houses should be built. Thev had come from a land whose laws re- 
cognized and enforced the aristocratic distinctions of higher and low- 
er classes ; where wealth and poverty, kept by impenetrable barriers 
on opposite extremes, if occasionally attracted towards each other, 
only received a shock that drove them still farther apart; where ge- 
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liiusy it 18 true, esisted, kit onfy, by its transient comiscations, the 
nore glaringly to expose tbe moral and intellectual darkness of a 
whole people $ and now 4iat they had laid the foundation of a re- 
public beyond the influences of such unnatural laws, they were de* 
tennined that their children and their children's children should not 
hsTO cause to complain of them for dereliction of duty in this req>ect 
at least 

The same lofty and ennobling principle is embodied in our consti- 
tution. Is it carried out in our legislation I Are the blessings of 
free education extended to every family \ It is emphatically ordain- 
ad that the legislature ehoLl provide for a system of comnum sohoolst 
by which a school nkail be kept up and supported in each school die* 
triot at least three months every year. What is a common school f 
It is a school oommon or open to every child in the district ; not a 
private school where the favorites of fortune only can send their 
children, or where poor children are admitted on sufierence or as a 
boon. A common school should be what its name imports — as acces- 
sible as the mountain spring that gurgles joyously forth to meet and 
Mess all who approach it Throughout the great desert of Sahara, 
ai« wells wh«re the caravans, that cross and re-cross its arid phuns, 
draw supplies of water for themselves and camels.. These wells are 
eosisiaii wellsL Every Arab of the desert is a joint owner of this 
common property ; and it is probable that nothing would be so likely 
to offend his national pride, (if an Arab has that pride,) as an inti- 
natioii that any one well was the exclusive property of any one cara- 
mL Am common 4id the constitution mean to make our schools ; 
and sensitive in the extreme would be a citizen of Michigan to the 
imputation thrown out by a stranger, that, after all the noise and bus- 
tle about our magnificent common school system, it turned out to be 
just no common school system ! Yet such is the fact Either a com- 
mon school means a private school, or the Michigan system of com- 
mon sohools is a delusion. 

In contending that a tax on property ought to supply the deficiency 
of the puUic fund, no new principle is urged. It is the principle 
which has constituted the spirit of educational systems in other states 
and countries for years ; and which, when systematically and rigidly 
carried out in all ils details, has invariably won the admiration of 
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tbe wealtinairM wdlas die poozest billi« kiid k U an enctoMiiK 
ment upon the rights of fffopaity^ to ny it shall he tasad fiur USfOaip 
presfefration f As weH ibigkt a firo cocspafiyt when, tearing damm 
the fence to save a buildmgy be accused of WKsroaohing upon a n»f|^ 
bor's property. If the wings had not been destroyed* vtet- peoU 
have saved the architeotural magnificence of the eiteriort and.the 
jewelled splendor of the interior^ of the great tower of London t Bst 
the advocate of universal education does not aak.the privilege ^of ith 
stroying even a particle of another's property* The worst that eaa 
be said- of him is this, that the property-bolder is required <to invest-|i 
very minute portiiHi of his wealth in a kind of stock that shall pay 
him back in a few years, not simple interest, not compound jntarestj 
but an interest which has been aecnmulatittg by a geometrical pee* 
gressiojo^ and which, if it had. been the resuk of a barjjain .betwesft 
two dtizensy and passed through the crucible of our lawa, wooU 
have vitiated the contract, and left upon the usurer the brand of a 
Shylock. 

Suppose two communities contiguous to each other — adjoining 
towns, for instance. Ekich has the same number of families, the 
same number of children, the same equal divisions of wealth and po- 
verty. The condition, prospects and character of both are alike. 
Neither has schools, but each the same number of children of the 
legal age. One town determines to liave a public school six months 
every year. The requisite number of school houses is built, aU the 
necessary appendages, repairs, &c, carefully attended to, the teach- 
ers hired and paid liberally, and the whole property of the town tair 
ed to meet the expenses. The other town resolves not to have schools^ 
or only such schools as can be supported by those who send to them* 
The question is-— what will be the relative condition of the two towns 
at the end of twenty years, as to character and {property I 

If, twenty years ago, the children were between 5 aitd 17, they 
are now between 25 and 37. In one town, presuming of course thie 
education has been of the right stamp, they have grown up with 
good physical constitutions, unblemished moral characters, cultivated 
minds and industrious habits. They are capable of undergoing al- 
most any amount of bodily labor, any effort of self-denial, any intel- 
lectual investigation, and this, day after day, with perseverence, sy^- 
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tem and efficiency. In their dealings with others, they have prac- 
ticed the golden rule of doing as they would be done by. They have 
intermarried into each other's families, settled down in the inun^dir 
ate neighborhood on portions of their paternal farms, or in branches 
of business demanded by the place, and are now educating families 
of their oWn, to pursue an equally unexceptionable round of exist- 
ence. The town, besides this natural increase of numbers and wealth, 
has been constantly receiving accessions from other places. The 
health .of the community, mostly occasioned by the right physical 
training of the previous generation ; the high moral and intellectual 
attainments of the people, and the excellent system of common 
schools which prevails there, have been more than ordinary induce- 
ments to this augmentation. The property which, twenty yeajTs 
agOy was valued in the aggregate at one hundred thousand dollars, < 
and was monopolized by the wealthy few, is now worth at least a 
million, and is distributed through the community. The aristocratic 
eminence, from which the rich looked down upon the poor, has been 
gradually wearing away, until one broad level of competency, equar 
lity and hi^piness f^reads out all around 

How is it with the other town t Is it possible to depict the degm- 
dation, physical, moral aqd intellectual, that ever settles like an in- 
cubiis upon a lawless, vicious, unrestrained, crime-ste^ied popula- 
tion ? Is it necessary to assert, what few will deny, that one, two 
or three hundred children, who have never been disciplined at home, 
nor permitted to see, even, the door of a school room ; whose whole 
career of infancy, boyhood and youth, has been oqe stupendous suc- 
cession of vicious indolgencies, unmitigated evil, and perhaps crimes 
that would make the ** man of sin" himself blush ; who have never 
been taught to look within them and study there, the workings of 
conscience and mind, nor about them in quest of the beautiful and 
good and softening in nature, nor among their fellow men, except 
to mark them as the prey of their unhallowed appetites, nor above 
them, into the sublime universe of God, to read m the stars that sp%i- 
kle through infinity, emblems of eternity ; that such children at the 
age of manhood, if they reach that age, must not only belie the Di- 
vine image in which they were created, but render blacker and still 
more hideous, the darkest guises o[ poor outraged human nature? 
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NmJ It 1w loldt dot fmiit Mohatom anniT«tba wn^oCJIt- 
own hopei, and oontiium to tingvr oat a miwabla ooiporata w^0^ 
•nee, its cbancter is gone — its pixiqteritjr ii gone — and lilU« •U»Hh> 
bbIm to cheer the few acditary remnanti of its popoktion, hot tht 
bnooa of wealth now hanOj visible in the niina I And yeti if m 
oouldfidlow t^tbai^cnt history <tf web atowB) all, aye mot* Ikm 
Ihii, would prore too troa. 

Judging from the returns of this year, moat of the diatricH haw 
flome duUran who can only attend 'sebMl while the ffortnuamA 
lasli. In the couotry this is not so atiikicgly the case, as in dw 
oitiea and villages. And iiore the remark cannot be avoidei^ thal-hi 
kit (Acial expedition through theMateduring tke.pastsumaaar, CM 
thing altnuned the suporintendent'a attention, and painad him maca 
than any other ; and that was, to see bow neglectful, with few gratir 
fylng azceptions, the populoua, and in every other respect, thrivil^ 
villages, have been of their consnon schools. If many of the ehit 
dren get an education, it is al private schools in the village^ w froO 
home. The poor children, who are more compacted than in the 
country, and therefore more dangerous, if kept in ignorance, go wilh> 
out The scanty materials bearing upon this point, as furnished by 
actual observation, correspondence and reports, will not aid any a^• 
tempt in the present report, to exhibit the relative condition of chit 
dren in the viUagea. Something, however, con be inferred of most 
of them iram reoent statistical developments in a single city. The 
^romny^ council of Detroit, impressed by the necessity of moving to 
the rescue of its character from imputations of neglect in mattan of 
public education, appointed a committee, with the mayor as cbai^■ 
man, 10 examine into the operation of the common school systan, 
■0 far as regarded the city. Thai committee went to work, gathered 
np all the materials within its reach, and finally reported on array 
of facts that might well startle from their slumbers, the moid api^ 
thetic. The following extract from the report, speaks trump^ 
tongued to the citizens of our hirge villages, and m favor of taxation 
to support puiiie schools. 

** From the examination of returns, so far as they have been made, 
and from careful estimates where the returns are defective or want- 
ing, the Gomnittee have confidence in the opimon which they have 
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formed, that there are in the city of Detroit, eighteen hundred and 
fifty children who ought to be at school, at least one half of the year. 
Tour committee have also, from personal inquiry, ascertained that 
there are within the corporate limits of the city, twenty-«eyen schcxila 
in operation, in which are taught seven hundred and fourteen chil- 
dren and youth, at an aggregate sum of twelve thousand six hundred 
dollars per annum, averaging nearly eighteen dc41ars a piece. Y^ 
more tiian half our youth are coming up in ignorance, the offibpring 
of which are vice and wretchedness, notwithstanding thb enormous 
tax voluntarily levied and paid by our fellow citizens.'' 

The recommendation of the committee, based upon such facts, la, 
that the common council, with the assent of the freemen, ask for a 
grant of power to raise a school fund by direct taxation. Whether 
00 momentous a movement will be sanctioned by the people of De« 
troit, remains to be seen. Should it fail for the present, it is much 
to know that a process has already been instituted which must, soon- 
er or later, shiver into a thousand fragments the solid wall of stone 
which hitherto^ has kept so many poor children from the blessings of 
eduoation. 

In October last, the superintendent had occasion to visit Massachu* 
setts. While there, he devoted much of his time to a visitation of 
the ichools, and a re-examinsition of the system. To the highly 
gifted, accomplished and indefatigable secretary of the board of edu- 
cation, Hon. Horace Mann, and numerous estimable citizens of Bos- 
ton, Cambridge, New Bedford and Lexington, he is indebted for ma- 
ny facilities in acquiring the information he sought The result of 
his observations, hurried as they were, was a renewed conviction that 
the Massachusetts school system, as tested by the universality and 
elevated character of the schools,* stands pre-eminently above that of 
any other state. With only a nominal public fund, her plan of edu- 
cation embraces every child within her limits. Her direct taxes for 
support of schools are enormous, and yet they are paid with perfect 
good wilL The aggregate school taxes for the last year were about 
half a million of dollars. These taxes are paid by the property of 
the people ; and, as a general thing, the wealthiest individuals, those 
who pay the most, are the warmest advocates of the system, even 
where they have no children of their own to share its benefits. 
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MaflBtthuMlts ii thus .particularly mentioDedr nol to dippivVBB.lh^ 
eicellent systems of other statesi but because her mode of flUpppK|-. 
hug public schools and the alacri^ with which her property^Idnv 
sustain it, illustrate and strengthen the pdsition assumedm this as^ 
port The Connecticut systenit admirable in many of its pfadsioiii^. 
would not here an0i||r the purpose, because that is supported by % 
public fund and not by taxation. And even in that stat6| the Muam 
general complaint is made as in our own* that the school fund* oih 
aided by taxation, is inadequate to confer upqn every child a fpod 
education. The able secretary of the board of coannisBionei% Htnij; 
Barnard, 2d, Esq.v in his report of last May, says, that of tha 6B|- 
000 children between 4 and 16 in that state, not more than 0^,000^ 
attend the common schools far miy period of tkef^ar; that abqvt 
12,000 attend priTate sohods, leaving from seven to eight *!*^*nFt^ 
who attend no scbooL Much of the attendance in private soliooli^ 
he says, is encouraged by the present mode of sustaining the coMr 
man schools exclusively hy fmblicfundSf and a tax an those clone vAs, 
send to them. In New York, the evil of both our own and die Con- 
necticut system is partially obviated by a law which exempts indigent 
persons from all charges for the tuition of their children. 

Other difficulties attend the operation of the school laws. AUt 
however, need not be noticed, as a glance at the statute book will be 
foifficient to detect most of them. A general complaint is their 
biguity, the inconsistency of one provision with another, and 
times apparent contradictions. Even if no reports on this head had 
been made, the numerous letters directed to this office asking explfr* 
nations of the law, detailing the disputes in districts, would amply 
confirm the belief, that the act of 1S40 wants a careful revision. — 
The meet prominent difficulty, however, that of paying teachers, 
will be removed at once, if the suggestions heretofore made should 
obtain the sanction of the legislature. The nature of this difficulty 
can only be appreciated by a careful attention to those parts of the 
returns which touch upon the subject The great variety of com-, 
plaints, and almost equally great varieties of remedies suggested, in- 
dicate a radical defect in the law. Take some specimens. One dis- 
trict complains that school bills cannot be collected ; another, that 
the common practice of collecting such bills, if collected at all» be- 
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fbfd a justice of the peace, subjects the teacher to waste of tinne, se- 
rkms inoonyenieDceay and, oAen, the risk of losing a portion of his 
wages, while it discourages him, creates ill feeling among parents, 
and not unfrequently results in a civil war throughout the district, 
(thus originating parties and engendering feuds destructive of organi* 
zation and ruinous to the school ; others, that tH teacher is hired by 
the quarter with the express understanding, that after the public mo- 
ney diaU have been exhausted, he shall collect his own bills at a 
stipulated sum for each scholar ; others, that inasmuch as it is very 
doubtful by whom school bills riiould be collected, they are seldom 
collected. One suggests that the assessor should have power to col- 
lect a school tax any where in the county ; another, that new asses- 
•ars should be obliged to collect arrears ; a third, that each district 
flhould raise fifty or sixty dollars by tax to support teachers ; another, 
that the county commissioners should raise not more than a dollar, 
nor less than fifty cents, for every child entitled to the public money, 
tbe towns determing the amount ; a fourth, that the price of school- 
ing should be graduated, to obviate the inequalities incident to sum- 
mer and winter schools— <:hildren attending alphabet schools being 
assessed to the same amount as those attending advanced schools ; a 
fifth, that money tasupport schools should be raised, as it is for town, 
county and state purposes ; a sixth, that the taxable property should 
support schools at least six months in the year, the law to stand as it 
is with reference to the other six months ; a seventh, that the law 
prohibiting distriets from raising more than one hundred dollars, 
without the inspectors' certificate, should be repealed, and each dis- 
trict allowed to raise whatever is deemed necessary by the qualified 
rtAetB ; an eighth, that the warrant of the director, countersigned 
by the moderator and attached te the school bill, should authorize its 
collection by distress and sale of goods, as in other cases. It is easy 
to perceive that if school bills were placed on the same footing with 
school houses, most of these grievances, resulting from r^al, not 
imaginary difficulties, would be redressed without further legislation. 

Another source of complaint, is the too frequent neglect, by dis- 
trict ofiScers, of their known duties. It is thought that sufficient pen- 
alties are not imposed, and the following are suggested as indispen- 
sable to a due execution of the law. Add to section 16, (act of 1840,) 

Vol. II. 38 
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K Becoul provin, u followi : "ProeUtd JwrOur^- Thai, tm ctaitM 
the penoBi alacted refuse to aem, any quhlifiad voUr of the ihlilia 
may proaecuta for the aame." Tliia will maet a rtry ooaaaa 4MIIE 

Again, much doubt ezvia as to Ilia intendod apiriiatfam '«f tta 
above aectiiHL Does tbe phraafr'— "aegloct or refuro to aarro'V^ 
mean sinply and 04% tha prHimimarf failora to aerre at all, vrdow 
it embrace any particular act of neglect or refia^ thrau^uml iit 
official term 1 If the latter, than a neglect or reftaal of the Baodaifr 
tor to sign a mtrraiU far (A« ealfectuni ^ taxiM, or to « imm t a r$^n m 
loarrmt tf tki direetor, u is froqoeutly dona to defeat aa-flfefMl* 
which that officer is hostile, would bring him within the pei«l^t If 
the fonoer, having accepted the office and dtns oonsentad gtmertilf 
to serve, the partlciiUr act 1rould~ga nnpuniehed. A pflnal^ b M 
important in one case as in the other. The phrase is ceilalaly^Mi 
biguous. 

Again, if the director &il to make his annuel report, and the U^ 
trict loses its apportionment, it is nothing more than jus&e thai h* 
should forreir,.to the use of the district, the full amount of UMp^ 
lost, with the interest and coats. 

The 17th section requires the moderator " to preside at all nwe^ 
ings of the districL" Some districts have undtrstood thi^ to mea^ 
that no meeting con be organieed in the absence of that officer) llMn 
being DO express authority to choose a temporary presiding offinr. 
This omission can be easily supplied. 

The annual meeting is on the first Monday in October, and thr» 
sessor is required, tuickiit tkirtj/ dayt after his election, to otdaina 
copy of the last assessment roll of the township. By refer«ice to 
the revised statutes, it will be seen that the roll is at that time in the 
hands of the county commissioners, where it remains until tlie 16th 
of November, when it is re-delivered to tho township clerk. To ob- 
tain a transcript, therefore, within (he time limited, compels every 
director to visit the county scat ; and then, as many reports ebowt 
he cannot alwap get it. The reasons will be obvious to every oat. 
If the laws were so amended as to lequire the assessor to obtain a 
transcript by the Ist of December, it is thought that such inconvew- 
ence and expense would be prevented. 

The mode of returning non-resident hinds, is another evil in natay 
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dntricts. One thinks the law is not sufficiently explicit to enable a 
TeCurn to be made ; another neglects to raise any money because of 
the difficulty in collecting taxes on such lands ; while others suggest 
that library and other taxes be returned like high-way taxes. This 
last suggestion is worthy of consideration^ as it is conceived that 
i^voilable means are no less indispensable to sohools than to high- 

b is difficult to ascertain precisely what is meant by the term— 
**achool year." Section 19, clause 3d, requires a census to be ta- 
ken witkin ten days of the time of the annual meeting. The same 
secliony (9th clause,) directs a report at the end of the year^ of the 
whole number of children between the ages of 5 and 1 7, accordis^ 
to the census to be token, within ff teen days of the close of the school 
ff$Qtr» It is thought that the law should declare what constitutes the 
school year ; if the same as the political year, commencing with the 
aoDual meeting, that fact should appear. As the law now is, much 
oonfusion exists. 

dome districts think that the distribution of the public moneys 
flhottki take place previous to the first of March — as in that month 
the winter schools generally, close, and the teacher wants his pay. 
This is certainly an important suggestion ; but it is not known how 
the difficulty* under present circumstances, can be fully removed. If 
the school lands were all sold and the proceeds invested in stocks, as 
in some states, the law might require the payment of interest semi- 
annually y but, under our law of sales, purchasers pay the accruing 
interest, and to require it. of them twice a year, living as they do all 
over the state, would be hard in tlie extreme. It is for the legis- 
latnre to say how far such a rule may be adopted with reference to 
toana 

it is also a question of expediency for the legislature to determine, 
wbsjther attendance at school might not be prolonged in some fami- 
lies, by refusing the public moneys to those children between 5 and 
17, who make it a business to go only once or twice during the term. 
If deemed expedient, the fi(\h clause of the 19th section would have 
to be so far amended as to require the teacher to note the time when 
tfae scholar commences school, when he leaves, and the relative num- 
ber of absences. Should his days of absences exceed those of atten- 
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daiio6»itk dcmbtiiil if heouf^tto ahnm th» bMoIti •f thd 
However, this ii merdy toggeBted for ooHaideratkmy not 
ded/B8 a metaura firee from doubt. 

Xhe last suggestion, deemed at this tfane ifloportsa^ iafasMd tlplii: 
the following oase, referred to this office £w inirestigatioB* At Ih^ 
annual diatnct meeting, the three members of the board wereohoesai 
but all refused to serve. The question was— what could be^kmiiY 
By the 15th section, (law^if 1^40,) the old board holds emr sttljr 
until another is ckoten* Sudi other having been choseB, thabooid^' 
in this case, was defunct. No msana^rf' oompeUing tfaa new hottd 
to serve existed. Was the district dimolved t The 8th seetisB ooii<* 
templates only two ca0ea<tfili8solation---the want of offioenfiiv star 
months, and a neglect or refusal to hold two annual meetingi iwii 
th«r of which contingenciss met the case in question. Was il afld» 
ure to organize f Strictly, it was ; but, as the law does nol p» 
scribe the specific measures eiKiitial to an organization, uideas it be 
simply to choose a moderator, director and assessor, and as this was 
done, it is doubtful if it was such a failure to organize, as the Tth 
section contemplates. As the case was urgent, the superintendent 
gave his opinion, that the district, to all intents and purpoess, most 
be taken to be dissolved, and the notice renewed as required in tile 
2d and dd sections. A recurrence of the difficulty, it is thou^t, 
may be avoided by slight ameodments. Add to the 5th section, aftsr 
the word ** assessor,'' the following— *< who shall, within ten days 
from the time of such meeting, and before they enter upon the do- 
ties of their office, severally be sworn to the faithful discharge of 
such duties : Provided^ That no district, except as provided in the 
15th section, shall be deemed to be fully organized, until at least two 
of said officers shall have been thus qualified Also, strike out the 
words *« first two," in section 7, and insert «* second and third f* the 
same in section 10. In, section 15, af\er ** chosen,'' insert <* and 
qualified as in section 5^" 

This part of the report cannot in justice be concluded witheot re* 
ference to the necessity of some publication as an organ of commti^ 
nication between the numerous districts and this office. Such kieeee» 
sity is daily felt Soon after the present incumbent entered upon hb 
duties, he addressed to the several inspectors a circular soliciting 
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itieit opixuon upon the subject The replies were not only person- 
ally graiUyingy but they indicated, on the part of the writers, an ap- 
preeiation.of the great objects of popular education, highly encoura-' 
gmg to the caosei Although, * comparatively q)eaking, but few of 
the inqiectora replied, yet enough did so to strengthen the conyiction 
that a publication, practically adapted to the wants of 'the districts, 
would be read with avidity, and be eacceedingly useful. But, ina»« 
nmcfa as such publications, unsupported by the public funds, are apt 
to drag ot^ a spiritless existence, action in the matter was deferred 
vntil the views of the legislature could be known. An appropriation 
out of the school moneys, sufficient to send at least one copy to every 
district, would hardly be felt in the diminished apportionment, while 
its benefits to the people would be incalculable. Some of the rea^ 
sons to be urged in behalf of such a measure, may be found in the 
circular among the documents. 

In the months of August and September, being compelled, by ope^ 
ration of law, to hold public sales in most of the counties, it was 
thought that something, however trifling, might be done for the mo- 
ral and intdlectaaly as well as for the financial condition of the peo- 
ple* In aoeordance with pnblib notice, the friends of educaticm were 
addrsswd at the county seats of Jackson, Calhoun, Kalamazoo, Cass^ 
4SL Joseph, Branch, Hillsdale, Lenawee, Monroe, Wayne and Wash- 
tenaw. To express an agreeable^ disappointment, in the result of 
this eflhrt to arouse public attention to the great interests of public 
•ohoota, would only be to express the common feeling of those who 
participate in the movement Other counties would have been visit- 
ed, had other puUio dirties permitted. As it was, the effbrt being an 
tq)eri]neiil, notwithstanding <* crowded houses" were **few and far 
between^'^ the subject was intrinsically potent enough, generally 
qpeaking^ to induce a respectable attendance. At the popular gather- 
ingit wer» found individuals of all political parties and representa- 
tives of most religious sects, and their zeal for common schools and 
pledges of co-operaticm to advance them beyond their present loW 
standard, are ample guaranties that, hereafter, the great work of 
educational reform iHll not devolve exclusively upon one individual. 
Incipient measures were generally taken to establii^ county associa- 
fSnr frequent and nnieserved interchange of sentiment touching 
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Uievaryu84>raiK:lie8of eoniBonaehodedcm flBir lii|ioi<iWKft 

'of such aMociation»can hardly be egtmiBtJllfc Rigfatlj-tlarte^- wiA 
penereriDgly sustainedt they givje to.4he po|mIar causBf impiikfes tbil[ 
animate and inrigorate the eiertkuMP of e¥efy distriet Ifiene eonUl 
be eetabliflhed in each oountyi and the people indnoed ta look fonraii 
to each moathly, quarterly mr annual meeting as to an oeeaakm dnt 
should make them wiserv better and happiert and give them view* of 
duty corresponding to its imperioua dsnands upon ^nl aa pariiits^ 
neighbc^ citizens and ^ristiansy who can doubt that vast goediroiill 
result f It is hoped tha^anothev-year will bring into efficieitt -stak 
sucoessfal operation this system of Tolantazy assodatiaife— a tfyUaia^ 
which has well nigh revolatidnised seme ^ven of the'old 8taftesi%y 
sttbstituting.models of perfectioa foe the thfead4>aM systems of k^-ftspt 
mer perfodc - ■ ■' ■■ •« ■ . . vj* 

Condition of the Ukio^ntp* 

The report of the board of regehtk, to be ibund araoiig thedotOi* 
ments and made part of this report* discloses the conditioil of tbo 
umyersity and its branches. It was not received until the 28tii iDst^ 
afler most of the superintendent's report was placed in the piinfer'b 
hands, and therefore cannot receive that careful attention which its 
very important suggestions demand. As the condition of the lai* 
versity forms an essential ingredient in the annual report from this 
office, and as that condition cannot be ascertained without the report 
of the regents, seasonably received, it is hoped that hereafter th^ 
board may be required to send in their report at an earlier day thant 
has heretofore been customary. 

Notwithstanding the embarrassments under which it is destined to 
struggle for some time, every citizen of Michigan must rcjoiee that 
the main institution is now fairly in operation. The faculty, -to 
whose immediate guardianship it is committed, consists of gentlsHien 
in every way qualified for the responsible trust Their knowled^ 
of the various and abstruse studies which constitute the collegiate 
course, and especially of the noble, but difficult art of teaching! has 
been satisfactorily tested in the branches to which they have been 
hitherto attached. The principle adopted by them, that of ^ preaefi- 
bing such branches of study, and such methods of instruction tui aro 
best adapted to form in the students, habits of fixing the attention. 
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directing the train of thought, analyzing with nice <iiscrimination» 
balancing carefully evijitnce presented to the judgment, and arrang- 
ing and systemaliziBg the knowledge acquired hy the memory,'' is 
in exact acoordanoe with the common sense maxima of the age. A 
principle IHie this, thus early assumed as the hosis of education, if 
rigidly adhered to in e^te of the opposing tendencies in the old me- 
thods of instmctiOQ, will make the alumnus of our university, not a 
mere linguist, not a mere aolver of problems, not a mere star gazer, 
but a thinker, and a thinker, too, in the only way that can render the 
olasaics, geometry, astroiBomy, or any other study, available for the 
sublime purposes of existence. 

It a|^>eai8 that but five branches are at present in operation-^e 
necessities consequent upon an embarrassed fund having compelled 
|he withdrawal. They are established at Detroit, Ann Arbor, Te- 
cumseh, KalamAscx) and 'White Pigeon. The number of pupils is 
210, of whom 118 are in the department of languages. 

. While, it ccinnot be denied that the studies pursued in the branches 
are such as command themselves to the good sense and refined taste 
of English and classical scholars, it is yet thought that improvement, 
even here is not impoosiblB. The late superintendent, in his annual 
report of 1838, in urging the necessity of sustaining the branches, 
•peaks of them as *^ important to the success of primary schools, be- 
ing, as they are, the iole means of obtaining a full supply of compe^ 
tent UackersJ^ This is conceived to be one of the most cogent rea- 
aofis that can be adduced in favor of the branch system. Merely as 
preparatoiy seminaries for an admission to the main university, 
branches could hardly claim an expensive support out of the public 
fund ; but, as the means of giving to the state qualified teachers for 
the common schools, every consideration unites to have them sus- 
tained. Is this end always kept in view I Are the branches made 
to subserve the double purpose of preparing students for college, and 
teachers for the schools ? It is feared that in some of them, while 
the university is ever in the mind, the primary school is forgotten. 
The art of teaching, though well understood, is not adequately taught. 
The Normal school principles are not yet incorporated into the 
branch system. Until a regular school for teachers shall be esta- 
blished in the state, it is riglit that one or more of the brunches make 
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la^nwd profeMOQg. Let the teaohjMr^a i n A ■Itji Of fltnifct Uk-tmHk 
h%,^him BB mre %, mmoB of obtaining v> fcdflto>d» otiie Jfilii 
gcmMlly k to tte paduita of aeoHege. HMrUig o^mMo iBjAaaHi 
oar.fehoob will begin to ikmrhk Whw tho ff^hooh to»Uir-a* 
nniteinity will flooridi* «nd notbmbro. Tho organio lur trnpSf^m 
fn.each himneby ** > dopattewn C oym i illyppipprialed :to the oJm > 
tiipn. of iMobeni for tbA.pnmurjr adiwdk^ A«Mfelrndiiook aoH^ 
neelpd witb this depaitmont, voiild iflivd nil tho aid that n yoang 
man or a young woman oonld vanttoparfaet liini€(rli^ii^tha|m»» 
lice as well as theory of teaching pandit la bolievadf thai Mk^'a 
tfohool might eamly be l^ept n[^,tha whoto jaar^ in any or ailiof iba 
pb^eea where branches Are in opoBBtion. . 

A.department of agrfeulttire^- te MO. at leaitof the^bvbndha«# 
mpiired by the organic laWf, ^^wdhooinpetant instnietonifai Ifaa flia» 
ory of agricttlturei indoding vegetaUe phyafelogyy agriooltval 
chlmiitry 9 and experimental and practical fiurming and agtieaHoNk" 
How far this branch of the required studies has been taught^ the 
books prescribed for the branches do not indicate. And yeC to the 
people of Michigan, how important is a theoretical knowledgo of 
agriculture. The late United States census shows that more than 
one^ourth of our entire population is engaged in the labors of tiie 
fieUL If, as the late estimable Judge Buel assures us in his admiraR 
Ue work on American husbandry, *«the great objects of the fanner 
should be, to obtain the greatest returns for his labor, without def»* 
norating the fertility of the soil $ and to restore fertility in the moit 
economical way, where it has been impaired or destroyed by bad 
husbandry,'^ how indispensable to success is a knowledge of the prin* 
dples upon which these practical results depend ! 

The vievfs of the board of regents, in reference to sectarian inflo- 
ences, will commend themselves to the feelings and enlightened judg- 
ment of all true christians. It is matter of no ordinary gratulatioBif 
that sentiments so in ynison with the liberal spirit of the age, dxmld 
exist with such perfect unanimity throughout all our departments of 
public instruction — that the precincts of the university, as well aa 
the school rooms of the districts, should be effectually barred, throagh 
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the operation of 'a wholesome public opinion, from all intitMons of 
a sectarian or partisan na|itre. 

The attention of the legislature is most earnestly directed to tkit 
portion of the regants' report which refers to the prospective condi- 
tion of the university. The appea\^ there made in behalf of such le- 
gislation as shall render the board, created by law the responsible 
guardians of that institution, more practically the masters of their 
own movements, deserves the most unbiased consideration. It is evi- 
dent that a nearer relationship than now exists, must take place be- 
tween the responsibilities imposed, and the means bestowed to meet 
them, or the university must go down. The organic law is certainly 
defective in this respect. Whether the power asked for, can be con- 
sistently granted, i? a question that cannot be too cautiously weighed 
and should not be hastily decided. If the control, to a greater or 
less extent, of the fund set apart for the exclusive benefit of the uni- 
rersity, were given to the regents, it would undoubtedly contribute 
to the efficacy of their administration, while it would essentially re- 
lieve this department from a great and growing financial burthen* 
It is evident to any one familiar with the business details of this 
office, that either its duties must be divided, or an authority granted 
the superintendent to appoint agents in different parts of the state, 
whose duties it shall be to collect instalments and interest as they be- 
come due, protect the lands from constant depredations, attend to 
the leasing of improvemsnts, and otherwise do what no one person 
can accomplish, even if gi(\ed with th6 power of ubiquity. It is a 
fact, as disgraceful to the depredators as it is ruinous to the funds, 
that both the school and seminary lands are deemed, by too many 
otherwise good citizens, common objects of plunder. Every thing 
in its power has been done by this department to prevent depreda- 
tions. Prosecuting attorneys in the different counties have been per- 
emptorily instructed to prosecute in the most rigid manner, all cases 
coming before them; but their usual reply is, that, although the 
lawless act may be known in a community, and generally talked 
about, evidence enough to convict cannot be obtained. This state 
of things too frequently results from a common, but erroneous notion» 
that good neighborhood makes silence, under the circumstances, a 
▼irtae. Many sections have thus been swept of their best timber ; 
Vol. II. 37 




tbeir»iV%^*'great];deprM^tad.'' IteSI-tlbd 
hafc eoidS 1m cooimUUd to ths rrgnipli. nilh Mifficimt powsr of*r 
their nle, td eontn^ tbam, both u regardi pries, tiois and terai.oC 
«]«f to oaiuult, what thsj miutof courae best undantiqxl, thr gnu 
■rat utd pwAnent intemts of tbo upivAiwIy, the change of Uw 
dwB aad re^iuil)ilit7 would afibrd great nlior to thii depavtmeat, 
brlghtes our educational praBpocla, and eminently oonduiM to A* 
pidiliogoad. 

While on tiiia subject, it maj ngt be inappropriate to ■uggcst, whfl 
indeed baa been recommended in two onaiial axecutive ibenagee and 
nntained by commilteee of both brancfaea of the legiilatora, at two 
taMJODi, the propriety of utterly aepanting the fiocal from the gtlMr 
dotjeeof tfaii department. Inaapecialreport tothalegielnturemade 
loat winter by the then auperintendent, it la said, and truly aaid, that 
" busineoa of the office ia, and muat be, immense. The fiiriwial 
iHVDCh alone will require the conatani attention of the moat vigilant 
end pereeveriog, to whose cure it can be committed." Aad the 
house committee of the last session, in urging the necessity oT tivo»- 
ferring ihe fiscal duties of this office to some other officer, czprea 
their unanimous belief, <' that in no way can the time of (he super- 
intendent be so well devoted, or his efibrta so well directed, as in 
making primary schools the object of his chief care ; gaining, hy 
peraona) examination and careful inquiry, a full and minute knowl- 
edge of their condition ; studying and suggesting the most efiectul 
mode of their improvem^t, and iecreasing, by every means in his 
power, the interest of the public in their betmlf." The suggestion 
is made for the earnest conaideratloo of the legislature. 
CondiUon of (Ae too Fund*. 
For the purpose of enabliog the legislature to obtain a genenl 
view of the financial transactions of thb department from the coa^ 
nencement of the soles in July, 1B97, to the first day of this month, 
document F. ha* been prepared with great and laborious care. It ia 
believed that, wiih perhapssome errors, the statement is anbatuitiaUy 
eorrecL Every means o&brded by the bot^ and documents in th* 
office to make it such, has been nsed. 
'tin history of the two fbnds may be gathered from te sevwml 
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littnal lepoHi oTihi^i^ateniperinteiulent, embrmcingllto yeaif 1888^ 
1887» 1838, 1889 and 19M). The university fun^ tfrigfimlly ooa- 
«isted of 72 sections of land rtserved from sale, and afterwards con- 
firmed by congress ; also, of three sections obtained at \he treaty of 
Fort Meigs. The act of congress •f May, 1826, ** set apart and re- 
served from sale, out of the public lands within the teritlory of Mi- 
chigan, two entire townships for the use and support of an nnivei^ 
aity within the said territory." The control of this fund was vested 
in a corporation, known in our territorial annals, as the ** trustees 
of the university of Michigan," which corporation was created by an 
act of the governor and judges, as far back as 1821. The act ad* 
nutting us in the Union, confirmed the lands to the state, to be dis- 
posed only for the use and support of a university. Thus, whet&er 
the power to control this fund be still in the former trustees, as some 
may suppose ; or in the present board of regents, as others contend \ 
or in the legislature, as the constitution and all legislation under it 
take for granted, its appropriation for purposes of a university is ex- 
clusive and unlimited. Prom those purposes, sacred in the estima- 
tion of every citizen of Michigan, nothing can rightflilly divert it. 

Of the 75 sections, or 48,000 acres, all but d} have been located. 
The principal locations are in Kalamazoo, Berrien, St Joseph, Cal- 
houn and Branch counties. The old trustees sold 2,560 acres, thus 
leaving 45,440 acres, with a cash principal of 85,000 00, to consti- 
tute the university fund. The act of March, 1887, fixed the mini- 
mum price of these lands at $20 00 per acre ; the act of last winter 
reduced it to 915 00. The first price, established when the standard 
of valuation was unnaturally high, would produce a cash fund of 
8008,800 00 — the last, established under a depressed standard, a 
fund of 8681,600 00, or, adding the 85,000, an annual interest of 
about 848,000 00. 

The school fund origijially consisted 6f the 16th section of every 
township six miles square, or one thirty-sixth part of the entire area 
of the state. In some instances, where the 16th section fell short, 
others have been substituted and confirmed. The whole number of 
acres was 1,148,160 ; or 704,000 in the lower, and 444,160 in the 
upper peninsula of the state. (See superintendent's report of 1887.) 
At the minimum price first established, 88 00 per acre, the funlwifji 
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tthraAit #9,165,880 ; i^ the present prfce, tt oS, U ^Ivi^^Ot 

-HMpposhig none bad been sold 4| 

Here, then* we have two funds set apart for educational po ipo ss s, 

irmlnad, by the laws fixing their minimam price, as follows : 
UniTersity lands, 4&,440 acre% $15 per acre, $681,600 06 

Add Bmomi of old trustees, 5,000 60 

Sehool lands, 1,148,160 aeres, $5 per acre, 5,740,800 06 

$6,427,400 06 

What is the present and prospectiTo value of this fund t How 
far have the anticipations of the first legislature under our constitu- 
tion, and of the people since, been realized I 

By reference tp document F. it will be seen that the total nninber 
of acres sold, is 75,463,87— of university lands, 12,585,08 ; of school 
lands, 62,878,84. The oggregate amount of sales is $824,600 86» 
Of these, 2,741,34 acres have been forfeited and re-sold, for $20,* 
780 24. 

The aggregate receipts, includiog the original 10 per cent at time 
of sale, the instalments from year to year, interest on both contracts 
and loans, use of lands and all other ways, are $220,463 63. 

The report from this department, of lost year, contains a very. 
valuable set of tables, giving detailed statements of the school and 
university lands ; the amount for which they were sold ; the princi- 
ple and interest received, and the balance remaining unpaid at the 
time of the report From this, it appears tbat on the 1st of Decem- 
ber, 1840, the accumulated unpaid interest amounted to $71,549 05 ; 
while the unpaid instalments amounted to $63,029 89 — noaking an 
aggregate of $134,579 84, principal and interest, at that time un- 

■... 

paid. The documents accompanying this report show, that, since 
then, and up to the first of the present month, only about $6,000 
instalments, and $8,000 interest, have been paid. If, then, to the 
aggregate unpaid balances of last year be added those of the present 
year, the sum total is formidable and discouraging in the extreme. 
A3 the law of last winter cures all past forfeitures on certain condi- 
tions, and extends the time of payment to the first of next March, 
it is impossible to make any satisfactory estimate of the amount that 
will then be paid. From a.knowledge of the prices paid in 1887 and 
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1888y the superintendent' 18 abundantly satisfiied that but a 8iinll por* 
tion of those who porch^fed at that time, and who are in arrears of 
instalment and interest, will ever pay another dollar, either of inte- 
rest or principal. The only question, then, is — what ought the le- 
gislature to do under the circumstances ? Frequent changes in the 
price of lands are thought to be any thing but good policy. The 
trae plan undoubtedly is, to fix the price at the outset so that no pur- 
chaser can reasonably complain of it af\er the purchase. It is bet- 
ter to place it below than above the standard of value, because, in 
circumstances like our own, where the income of sales is distributed 
periodically, certainty of payment is more essential than the amawU 
paid* A fund of $500,000, of which the interest can be anticipated 
with moral certainty, is recUly worth more, both to the university 
and schools, than one of twice that amount, the interest of which is 
not paid promptly and fully. If that portion of the 76,000 acres 
fold, which is not worth the price it sold for, had been disposed of at 
a less price, it is fair to presume the interest and instalments wguld 
bave been regularly paid, and the income relied upon from that 
source, both by the regents and the school districts, have been prompt- 
ly realized But disappointment has been the subject of complaint 
from year to year. Document F, 4 and 5, shows that this income 
has been gradually falling off; that while the school apportionments 
were m 1838, |t22,000— in 1839, $18,000, and^in 1840, only $13,- 
000 'f those for the university were, in 1838, $9,000— in 1889, $6,- 
000, and, in 1840, only^ $2,000r— the amounts being in round num- 
bers. Who cannot see that the mean of these, about $17,000 for 
schools, and $6,000 for the university, if received regularly every 
jBtLTf would really be greater in value, estimating the value by the 
Msolts produced, than the large sum one year and the small sum the 
next year ? Even if the $13,000, distributed last year among the 
•diools, could be certainly anticipated every year, far greater would 
be the benefit than if treble that sum existed only in contracts that 
might or might not be paid when due. If the minimum price had, 
in 1837, been fixed at $5, or even $3, for school lands, and $15, or 
even $10, for university lands, and 20 or 25 per cent of the pur- 
chase money requured at the time of salof it is susceptiblo of demon- 
stration that the adual hen^its to the schools and university- wofdd 
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hnabMB gtmtn tfau Uwy han bMkimdBrtkBinginLfalMv 
OoDd policy denutada, thmfbre, tbtttha price of muoU kadi ArnM 
nnuD u it k, fiied sod penoaneiit for «t lentt muy ywn to «imm« 
ao thttt pttfchauan may not, m te now tho cna, coutplaai of ii^M' 
tiee. 
. Aa to tin landi Kliwdy aM, the Miperintradnit agrees with Ui 
predeMrtir, that " m redootion, (of th« prie**) in 11HU17 ohm, iraoU 
be both «quitftblfl and jut" He alio thinln, with tbo finaBoo aoM* 
mittee of dia board of- rogents, that it ia a qneatioB of axpedieotv 
how far the treasury dMuld be relieved *' by relieving ite debtert 
fivn a portion of the burtben roMtltiiig from the eHravagneka of 
paetyaara.*' Tb» chief igUaMkn, tfara, would be, iU» can thie n« 
d^roeal relief be efiectaci, n «■ to do jotlce all rootid f Ifthaptio* 
«f ait aold landi were tednoad, Iboae on winch the paymenta haw 
bem nade to the preamt time would be induded ; but many of dioM 
Bold only for their toIuo. An iDdiscriminata reduction, then, wpaU 
be unjust. If the price of lands sold in 1S37 and 1886. when a kbid 
of mono-manioc acquisithvaeH paesessed moat classeB and trades and 
profenions, should be reduced, the purchasers of lands since mighi 
complain of injustice. The only altemative left, it ia cooceived, is 
either to carry out the evident inlcntions of the law of last winter, 
and declare all lands forfeited, on which 20 per cent of principal and 
arrean of interest shall not have been paid by the ft rst of next Marohi 
or adopt a system of graduated reduction, authorizing an appraise 
neot of all such lands, at the expense of the purchaser. If he keepi 
his land at such appraisement. Whatever may be d<me, it is desirv 
ble that all parchasers should be made distinctly to understand, that 
hereafter, no variation from the contract, either in price or terms of 
payment, will be flooctioned-^^t least, that audi is the opinion of the 
existing legislature. 

The act of last winter provides that if future purchasers, witfala 
two years from the first of March tacceeding the day of sale, shall 
have paid Ueent^^e per cent of principal, the balance may renvin 
suspended at their option. Many construe this to mean, that no fart 
of the purchase money can be required prtvimu to said Jirst day of 
March, but that the act intended to give a credit for diat lime. The 
wpwintandent ha* not ao ooiutr«ed the act, ai will be seen l^r tfaa 
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fonn of certificate iswed by him. He could not belieye, notwitb- 
itaoding the strict letter of the act might Beeoi to warrant soch be- 
lief, that valuable lands were intended to be thrown into mai^ket on 
each terms. Even the 10 per cent re<^uired, makes it an object for 
some persons to enter land, with the avowed design of paying up the 
instalments and interest, but really for the purpose of cutting down 
and carrying off all the valuable timber, and then forfeiting the coi^ 
tract. If the law has not been rightly construed, the superinten- 
dent has the satisfaction of knowing that he has erred on the safe 
side. 

Should nothing be done to change the relations which the debtors 
of the two funds sustain towards the state, it is thought that a reso- 
lution, authorizing the superintendent to appoint, in at least five dif- 
ferent and central places, agents to collect the arrears of principal 
and interest that will be due and payable on the first of March, re- 
quiring of them adequate bonds, would be productive of good results. 
Notice could be given in all the counties, where payments are to be 
made, seasonaUy enough to enable every purchaser to be at the 
point designated by the time required by law. In this way, many, 
who will not come to the office to ,do it, would then be prepared to 
pay up { and within a short time after the first of March, all, who 
are directly interested, would know to a certainty what amount of 
arreaiv had been paid, and what amount of land had been forfeited, 
to be re sold. 

Up to tl^e present time, state scrip has been received in payment 
of both principal and interest. Although university and school lands 
are not strictly state property, and therefore debts accruing for them 
not to be deemed, in a literal sense, ttaU duetj yet, what has been 
thought to be a sound discretion, has dictated the propriety of taking 
scrip on these debts. If it had been refused, its convertible value in 
the community would have depreciated much more than it has yet 
done, while numerous debts, now satisfied, would have remained un- 
paid. Never has it been refused. It will continue to be taken, un- 
less the legislature shall order otherwise. So long as the faith of the 
state stands pledged for its redemption, there can be no substantial 
girpand fpjp its rejection. 

The attestion of the legislatum is solicited to the necessity, grow- 



Ing ■trangisfwerj yau, of an ii>t» wfe'ferthg pw la elfc i i i of'^, 
Talmble books sod p&pera in diia office. Oa» cauld! In ofatifaa^ 
krge enough to uuwar all pUrpoaes for joan, for 9900 or CSSQ; 

Docamest K. ahowa the money trsnsactkuM oT th» offics atno»tt» 
mh of April loaL Tbo total receipts hare been: 918,3^ 78. Ikt 
ei|>enMB of the otBoe, including rent, postage, noticee and tn^ 
peases of sales, &c, amount to 9685 96 1 clei^ hire, 9306 ; Iasti% 
9800 ; bills of the Bank ofHidiigaa on hand, tllQ ; total, •1,S6> 
Sfl. The balance, •1I,43S &a, h deposited in the treaMsy* aoaas^ 
ding to law. 

Lands hare been ofibred for Bale,daniig the past year, in ei 
Hthnat counties, via : Wa^tenaw,. Jackson, Calhoun, '. 
Berrien, Caas, St. Jawph, Branch, Hillsdale, Lenawea, UdoriMi 
-Wayne, St Clafr, Macomb, Oakland, Livingston, Is^iaia and Van 
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Of the lands belonging to this fund, W7 66-100 acres have been 
sold the past year, at an average price per acre of about 917, amount 
ing to $6,380 38 

Also, 100 acres appraised settler's lands, at $8 per 
acre, 1,360 00 

Also, forfeited and re^ld, 108 33-100 acres, at an 
average price o[ $19 63, 8,386 66 







$10,690 OS 


The receipts have been as follora : 










On account of the 10 per cent. 


9384 30 






1,608 74 




do interest, 


1,954 71 




do on hand as per last report. 


768 61 





Sines I9lk of April 
Od oooount of tbe ten per cuit, ^44 06 
do instalments, 334 00 

do interest, 288 21 



Carried forward. 
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Brought forwaid, $ $ § 

Baceiyed of late saperintendent, 

iMNimenti, SO 97 

do interest, 10 37 

$1,987 S8 



•1,387 18 



Total amounti principal and interest, $5,798 59 

School Fund. 

Of the lands belonging to this fund, 10,400 20-100 
iacres have been sc^ at an average per acre of about 
$6 13, amounting to $58,364 81 

Also, forfeited and resold, 1,955 16-100 qcres, at an 
^average per wore of «bout$9 75, 16,842 20 



$70,207 10 



The receipts have been as follows : 

Previous to the 1941 tf AffiL 

On account of the 10 per cant, $508 50 

do inslaknentg, 2,142 09 

do pdneipal of ipans, 2,500 00 

do i«texfist on loaos, 3,981 94 

do interest on contracts, 4,398 14 
balance principal on hand, as per last 

report, S,li4 38 
Balance interest on hand, as per last 

MjK>it, 5f«07 68 

Bmce I9ih AfriL 

OnacoooBtofAelOpercttitt $6^58 84 

do instalments, 9,808 48 

do iatarestt 3»709 39 

do ]and% 94 10 

RaeaiYed of bte superintaDdantt 

instalment, 18 69 



$22,352 73 



11,949 45 



Total amount principal and interest, $34,302 18 

Add university principal and interest, 5,798 59 

Total receipts, •40,100 77 
Vol. II. 88 






•l. 



208 JOINT tXXTinilBNTS. 

Dithtnemaita — PrevUmt to IM Aprtt. 
Loaned, $8,000 00 



Apportioned to ooanties, 


ld,876 50 




Payment to treaonrev of oniverrity, 


3,268 61 




Clerk fatre, 


397 99 




Additional expenses, 


38 81 




Uncurrent funds on hand. 


848 00 


#38,834 41 


Since IM ApriL 


> 


Loans, 


800 00 




Clerk hire, 


395 00 




Expenses, &c., 


658 36 


- ' m • 


Bills of Bank of Michigan on hand, 


110 00 




Deiiosited, 


11,438 53 




• 




18,386 78 


Total disbursements. 




•87,111 19 



Add amount in the treasury on the 18th April— 

By the act of April, 1840, the auditor general is required ^to is- 
sue to Thomas Beals, or his assigns, a warrant bearing interest, to 
the amount of principal and interest due on a check drawn by the 
state treasurer upon the Michigan state bank, for the sum of ten 
thousand three hundred and fifty dollars, bearing date January three, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, upon the surrender and cancelling 
of said check ; and that the treasurer be directed to pay aaid war- 
rant or warrants out of the university and school moneys, and that 
all moneys belonging to Moidjundtf or thai may hereafter he received 
into said fundsy shall he allied to the paywtent of said warrant or 
warrants until they are faidJ^ The instalments received, as has 
been stated, are in state scrip. This has been deposited in the trea- 
sury ; but, as the auditor general will probably advise the legisla- 
ture, it cannot be made available in payment of said bond, and there- 
fore lies valueless in the treasury ; whereas, if loaned out, as it might 
be, it would be drawing seven per cent interest for the benefit of the 
respective funds. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

F. SAWYER, Jr., 
Superintendent Public Instruction, 
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193 


Fayette, 


4 


196 


Wheatland, 


8 


236 


Litchfield, 


7 


182 


1 


— » 


■*■— 


Moscow, 


5 


185 




56 


1,585 


VoLlL 




45 
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Kalamaxoo Comts- 












Kitriiu. N 


■ftoP.. 


Alnmoi 


2 


5(i 


Prnire Ronde, 


3 


125 


Brody, 




287 


PnvillioQ, 


3 


6S 


Comstock, 




135 


?orlQge, 


6 


127 


Cooper, 




83 


Richland, 


2 


eo 


Cliorleslown, 




224 


Rosa, 


4 


67 


Climax, 




121 


Texas 


3 


66 


OKhteino, 




105 







— 


Kalamazoo, 




306 




51 


1,799 






Kent County. 






Byron, 


2 


m Walker, 


2 


73 


Kent, 


3 


177 Vergenaes. 


6 


163 


PariB, 


3 


69 






Plainfield, 


1 


54 
Lenaaee County. 


17 


S77 


Adrian, 


12 


am 


Palmyra, 


6 


in 


Blissfield. 


7 


101 


Rollin, 


7 


lOT 


Cumbridge, 


6 


145 


Raisin, 


10 


296 


Dover. 


13 


341 


Ridge way, 


4 


167 


Fairfield, 


9 


233 


Home, 


10 


353 



Franklin, 
Hudson, 



Ogden, 



Conway, 

Handy, 



Seneca, 

Tecumaeh, 

Woodstock, 



Livingston County. 

Deerfield, 

Tyrone. 
Green Oak, 
Onadilto, 
Hot (land, 



94 
84 

207 
20S 



AUbo, 

Bristol, 

DsTiflon, 

Drvden, 

Elba, 

Hsdiey, 



Maralhon, 
MeEamora, 

Richfield,, 



189 
SO 

n 

50 



Balterae, 
Cwmel, 
BKton, 

Tylu, 

Wat, 
Fluhing, 
FMton, 
GnndBluK, 
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JSotm Coanty, 

Ka.Mkal'i. ToWH. 



Bnce, 

Vfrnnm, 



Vvhington, 
Riefamond, 



Enter, 

FnnebTowii, 



Awo, 

BbomfieM, 



Holbv, 
Ozfofd, 



Chesler. 
Vermontville, 



Otnette Cowth/. 
9 Miindy, 
Vieona, 



Maeomh Coiauy, 
351 Sterling, 
376 Orange, 
8t Armaaa, 
254 Lenox, 
413 Clinton, 



JUtniroe Qtunly. 
803 Uaalle, 
120 Raisinville, 
107 Summerfieldl, 

74 Whitefori, 

62 Milan, 
146 Monroe, 
115 

B7 
Outlmd ComUy. 

Orion, 
3 Oakland, 

1 Poniiac, 
6 Royal Oak, 

Southfield, 

Springfield, 

Troy. 

Waterrord, 

Wesi Bloomfield, 10 

White Lake, 5 






18« 
80 



15S 
281 




8tr Clair Gvm^. 



S3; 


DMrta 


SI 


Purl Huron, 


BerlfB, 




81 


Riley, 


Cbiim. 




144 


dt. Clair. 


Collnlrilla, 




nti 




Ctar. 




lo: 










CaltMJoniii, 




w 


Bum*, 


Pery. 




M 


Vienna, 


Antrim, 




38 




Woodbull, 




12 




Bennington, 




6& 








ALANpACW^ 


LaoDidu, 




■ 85 


Florence. 


Colon, 




55 


Flowertield, 


Bofr Onk, 




78 


Fabius, 


Fawn Riveri 




75 


Moliville. 


Noitawa, 




S30 


Constantino, 


Sherman, 




ilf 




Park. 




7: 








Van Burtn Comty. 


Clinch, 




67 


Lafayelte, 


Decatur, 




82 


Lawrence, 


Keeler, 




80 




Hamilton, 




28 




Antwerp, 




67 








Wayne County. 


Brownstown, 




132 


Kankin, 


Canton, 


10 


SOS 


Romului, 


Dearborn, 




29% 


Plymouth, 


Detroit' 




1,659 


Redfonl, 






188 


Snmpter, 






460 


Van Buren, 


Huron, 




109 




Llronia, 




864 




Monguagon, 




48 








W'athUnav Cmnty. 


Ana Arbor, 




306 


Seio, 


Amsia, 




lfl9 


SnMrior, 
3ai«m, 


BriSgewaler, 




26T 


Dexter, 




173 


Saline, 


f^Mdoo. 




272 


3y]»an, 


Lodi. 


10 


816 


Sharon, 


Lima. 




lee 


Webster, 


tinden. 




61 


Yp«il«nti. 



an 
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857 



WathUnaw Covrntf-^CarUin^ud. 



i^im. Jmrin. filo.ielMki*i«.i 


T*wi. lOitrict. 


Ntt. Kfcthf fc 


'Konchester, 


6 


205 York, 11 




AM 


Northfield, 


9 


251 








Pittsfield, 





293 


157 




5,650 




Saginaw County. 






Saginaw, 




2 




109 






(D.) 


\ 


« 


Books u$ed i 


In the District Schools — Reading Books, 




llie English reader 


is 


1 


New York reader. 


edistnctst 


used in 


.593 districts. 


Murray's reader, 


6 


do 


New testament. 


206 


do 


Popular lessons. 


1 


do 


Juvenile reader. 


125 


do 


First, second and third 




* 


Rhetorical reader. 


44 


do 


class reader, 


2 


do 


First class book. 


24 


do 


Union series. 


1 


do 


Young reader. 
Easy lessons. 


25 


do 


Columbian orator, 


1 


do 


22 


do 


American first selec- 




4 


Historical reader. 


19 


do 


tions, 


.1 


da 


American reader. 


16 


do 


High school readers 


9 

1 


do . 


Child's guide. 


16 


de 


Irwin's Columbus, 


1 


do 


Eclectic series, 


14 


do 


Sequel to English, 


1 


do 


New England reader, 11 


do 


Parley's travels. 


2 


do 


American manual, 


12 


do 


Reader's manual, 


1 


do 


National reader. 


9 


do 


Mrs.Sifi;ourney's letters, 1 


do 


American preceptor, 7 


do 


Jack Halyard, 


8 


do 


■ 




Spelling Books. 






Webster's elementary 




Town's, 


20 districts. 


is used in 


682 districts. 


Sanders, 


15 


do 


Cobb's, 


78 


do 


American, 


11 


do 


• 




Dictionaries. 






Webster's in 


16 districts. Walker's in 


5 districts. 


• 




Grammars. 






Kirkbam'sin 


856 districts. 


Brown's in 


19 districts. 


S raith's. 


105 


do 


Greenleaf's, 


17 


do 


If array's. 


52 


do 












Arithmetics. 






Daboll in 


866 d]strict& 


Ruger in 


8< 


listrictai 


Smith, 


159 


do 


Willet% 


1 


do 


Adams, 


157 


do 


Brown, 


1 


do 


Colbum, 


67 


do 


Thompson, 


1 


do 


Ostrander, 


20 


do 


Webster, 


1 


do 


tkLvm, 


14 


do 


Ray, 


1 


do 


Cobb, 


11 


do 


Gibbon, 


1 


do 


Pike, 


11 


do 
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Gfogrephiet. 
Obey in S97 districCs.l Huntingdon in 9 dtstricts. 
Smilh, lie do G'Kxlnch, T do 
Parley, 02 do Villege, 2 do 
Woodbridge, 59 do Morse, 1 do 
MalieBi-UD, 17 do iMiichetl, 1 do 


Hislitriei. 


Hale's U. Stoles in 133 districts. Child's first hislorv. 3 districte" 
Goodrich's U. S., 6 do Whelpley's compend, 2 do 
First, second and third 

books of history, 4 do 

Al! others. 


ComWock's philosophy, 22 dist'cs. 
Blake's philosophy, 1 do 
Comstock's chimistry, 7 do 


First lessons in political 
economy, 1 do 


104 districts rt'port "nil kinds of 
books." 

175 report "geographies" gene- 
rally, not specirying the authors. 

179 report "ariihraeiics." 

143 report "spelhng books." 


196 report " grammnrB." 
129 report " histories." 
4 report "algebra."' 
4 report "surveying." 
12 report "philosophy." 
1 reports " navigation.'* 
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$$$$3|SSS33SSSS$S3SS$3 
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1 


a > 


1 






north eaat quarter ofsoulh eaat quarter 
south east quarter of south east quarter 
south west quarter of south west quarter 
north west quarter of south west quarter 
north easl quarter of south west quarter 
eaat half a e qr and west half n e ijr 
north east quarter of south easl quarter 
west half of south west quarter 
south west quarter of north enat quarter 
south west quarter of north west quarter 
soulh easl quarler of south east quarter 
souib east quarter of north easl quarter 
north wesi quarter of north east quarter 
west half of south east quarter 
easl half of south east fractional quarter 
soulh west quarler of north east quarter 
west half ofsoulh eaat quarter 
south east quarter of south west quarter 
north easl quarter ofsoulh east quarter 
south east quarler of soulh east quarter 
north east quarter ofsoulh west quarter 
south eaat quarter of souib east quarter 


1 


i 
III 
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1 

s 

1 

1 
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north east qr of seqrnnU north west qr of nwqr 

east halfof north wesl quarter 

north west quarter of north east quarter 

east halfof north west qnorler 

east halfof north west quarter 

west hnlf of souih west quarter 

south east quarter 

south half of south west quarter 

north west quarter of south east quarter 

west half of north west quarter 

east half of north east qunrter 

west half ofs e qr and e half of hf of s w qr 

north half of south west quarter 

south half of north wesl quarter 

norlh we«t quarter of north east quarter 

north east quarter of north east qunrter 

north east quarter of north cast quarter 

easi halfof south enat quarter 

west half of soul'n west quarter 

wesl half of south east quarter 

east half of south east quarter 

south wesl quarter of south west quarter 

north west quarter of north west quarter 

weal half of north weat quarter 




1 


i 

1 > 
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south east quarter ot south west quorier 

north west quarter of south west quarter 

south east quarter of south oast quarter 

south east quarter 

enst half of north cast quarter . 

west half of south east quarter 

BOiilh cast quarter of north cast quarter 

west hnrfof north west quar'er 

south enst quarter of noilh west quarter 

cast half of north cost quarter 

north east quarter of north west quarter 

north cost quarter of north eatl quarter 

south west quarter of north east quorier 

east half of south UcbI quarter 

west half ofnorlh west quarter 

north wesi quarter ofnorlh west quarter 

north west quarter ofsouih cost quarter 

east half of north east quarter 

south cast quarter ofeouth east quarter 

oast half of north enal quarter and D e qr of s e ql 

north west quarter of north eoal quarter 

west half of Boiilh west quarter 

north ensl quarter of north west quwter 

west bair of eoulh weal ijuarter 
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i 

1 i 
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(F^No. 1.) f 

Aggregate' tain Jnm As eoa m etitement, Jiilg 7* lB87,'ta 
1, Kil—UniMTnbf. 



Yau. 


Nnate or un* MM. 




,-iT=!~ 


18»7. 

laae. 
isse. 

1840. 

leu. 


0.493 02 
507 72 
181 75 

V86 72 
816 02 


•149.140 51 
10.804 40 
8,872 00 
80.467 96 
9,696 90 


tll«7 

20 W 

21 SO 
6 U 

U 1» 




12,686 08 


«303,471 76 


«17« 



The whole number of acraa of univataity laada forfeitfld and re- 
aotd, is 172 2-100, amounting'to 98,360 05. 
Prmanf School. 



912 1S| 
8 08 
8 66) 
131 
6 50 



62,8TS 84 8621,138 13 98 70 3-5 

The whole Dumber of acres of school lands forfeited and re-sold* 
U 2,660 32-100, funounting to 926,452 59. 



33,973 60 
7,942 00 
7,438 03 
1,537 14 

11,968 07 



9412,341 01 
64,256 00 
64,450 12 
14,047 00 
66,043 10 
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7b individnalSi on Bond and Mortgage, 




August 7, 1637, 
December 1. 1840, 
March 11, 1841, 
October 1, 1839, 
October 1, 1^39, 
October 1, 1839, 
August 6, 1841, 
Apnl 7, 1841, 
April 26, 1841, 
September 22,1841. 



$2,500 
725 
900 
925 
4,025 
1,050 
500 
8,000 
200 
100 



00 5 Five years, 

00^ "• 

00 



00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 



I 



Five years. 
Five years, 
Five years. 
Five years. 
Five years, 
IKve years, 
Ten years. 
Six years, 
Five years, 



#350 00 


64 75 


840 00 


73 50 



i512 24 

63 00 
86 88 

680 11 
98 00 
19 85 

503 20 

10 70 

3 00 



Whole amount of university fund loaned to individuals, #2,500 00 
Whole amount of primary school fund loaned to indi- 

yidoals. 
Whole amount of interest paid. 

Whole amount unpaid, as calculated to 1st March, 1842, 
Add three years' interest on a bond for #600, the prin- 

eipal but not interest being paid, 126 00 



16,425 00 
1,828 25 
1,976 43 



JOINT DOCnMENTSL 

(4) 

Aggr^aU apportioiuiKnU la eoHHtiesfor nhjolM. 



Cowte 


rmim. 


Fnisn. 


ForlMI. 


Monroe, 


•1,340 80 


•778 80 


•608 00 


Lenawm, 


1,712 00 


1,677 30 


1.022 76 


Sagmaw. 


60 64 


64 80 


69 00 


Kent, 




177 60 


1S0 36 


Oeneara, 


860 08 


290 30 


ssaso 


Allegan, 


130 62 


95 60 


76 80 


Eaton, 


110 08 


148 00 


68 00 


Bwry, 




86 30 


44 90 


Calhoun, 


1,1U 04 


049 30 


784 70 


Clinton, 




76 40 


68 as 


Branch, 


OOB 80 


434 60 


416 ^ 


Hilladale, 


033 S6 


867 60 


878 60 


Berrien, 


383 08 


354 40 


236 00 


Kalamazoo, 


845 44 


680 40 


350 75 


Ionia, 


133 34 


109 60 


70 25 


Ingham, 


107 52 


141 60 


126 60 


Uackinac, 




61 60 


61 00 


Oltawa, 


39 44 




15 60 


Cass, 


608 00 


478 80 


353 35 


Jackson, 


1,333 92 


1,028 80 


771 00 


Livingston, 


684 80 


636 80 


475 00 


Iiapccr, 


195 84 


279 40 


236 50 


Macomb, 


1,185 28 


1,049 60 


664 75 


St. Clair, 


665 28 


372 06 


189 75 


Shiawassee, 


86 40 


69 60 


107 00 


Van Buren, 


159 36 


149 60 


123 50 


Wayne, 


3,576 2-2 


2,600 80 


1,654 36 


Washtenaw, 


3.006 72 


2,206 80 


1,484 03 


Oakland, 


2,768 00 


2,311 60 


1,676 00 


St Joseph, 


519 04 


094 00 


403 00 




•23,051 90 


•18,360 66 


812,713 32 



Whole amount appropriated for 1838, 

do do 1839, 

do do 1840, 

Add amount for Penn township the last year, by spo- 



•22,051 90 
18,360 66 
12,713 32 



clal act, 



Total. 



*53,651 88 
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• (5) 



Aggregate payments 


to the 


University, 




For 1837, 






$454 71 


For 1838, paid January 6, 1839, 




■ 


9,171 42 


For 1839, paid January 6, 1840, 






6,402 91 


For 1840| paid March, 1841, 






2,263 61 




•18,292 65 



(6.) 

Aggregate dishursementSf including expenses of office, losses hy agents^ 

uncurrent funds, ^c. 



For 1887, 


$2,879 18 


For 1838, 


1,623 40 


For 1839, 


1,314 28 


For 1840, 


2,574 82 


For 1841, 


1,254 50 


In the hands of Beeson, agent for 1838*9,* 


1,777 72 


Uncurrent funds. 


957 00 




$11,880 94 



* Jadgnfeent Iim been obuinei agaioft B. for diii amount, and ezoGodon iMoed. 



(G.) 
Report of the Board of Regents. 

2b the Superintendent of Public Instructions 

Sir — ^The undersigned, in pursuance of a resolution of the board 
of regents of the un^rsity of Michigan, passed on the 27th of No- 
vember ult, and, on their behalf, present to you their fourth annual 
report 

The attention of the board, which, in their last report, it was sta- 
ted had been successfully directed to the branches, and to the dilTu- 
aion, through them, of the means of much higher instruction than 
could be had in primary schools and private academies, had also been 
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sedulously bestowed on the necessary means and prepanUIon for UtB 
orgnnizniion of a faculty, and the opening of the university. The 
views by whicb the board were influenced in relniion lo the branch- 
est the success attending them, and the measures adopted tor the pro- 
curement of a library, a mineralogical cabinet, and specimens ia 
botany and zoology, for the ereclioD of professors' houses and the 
main building, and for the inclosure of the college grounds at Ann 
'.^bM', bsra nlmdy bMs deuilwL 

Doriog tlw p«at yew, the nodaedUice faHlieai' oooflaled t '•«lh'- 
tern snffioioDtly large to fumUi at ell times ait abvAUwifffy'^ 
wUer in (dbe of fire, end othe^ ouiiTMueDCM for ti^ aWMf—uyaf 
th» baildlBffi, huv bMBi*M.«AAll»TkoleMMit|N><!(M 
VorknuQ-like mumer. 

• ?%• flidriaat or sirtaml hi8tM7 «Dd the librtiy. iriuoh^tiMft 
tan^rerily placed in one of the profesaor's houaea, hare been mnv^ 
ferred, ^h, to one of the Urge rooms in the main boildiiiy i|ipM> 
priatod to their use, so that the benefits of the library ma; be ha^ 
under the care of the librarian, agreeably to the rulea which Iiaf« 
been adopted by the Ixnrd, and where the minenlogical cabins baa 
been opened, and will be arranged under the direction of Doctor D, 
HonoBTON, Profesaor of mineralogy, geology ajid cMmutij, wfaoes 
eervices, in this and other general interests, as a member of the fa- 
culty, hare been of great value ; although in coneeqnenee of the 
classes not yet being sufficiently advanced, he has not been required 
to deliver lectures, or any instruction to them, in his departmenti 
and has therefore declined any salary from the board, but generously 
rendered his services for the benefit of the institution. To the libra- 
ry there have been added, during the post year, the ioujtd volwmet 
of the public documents of this state and of Ae United Stataa, t^ 
l^her with Comoeraalioru Lexicon, in German, 13 8vo volomasi bj 
Doctor Chaki-kb W. Boruf, of La Pointe, X<<A Superior, aad aotaa 
^ tobmea of Spmiuh a*d GenaoM mneraiogieal vorJa, by Saioa 
LuDKXBR, late Austrian Consul at New York. The mineralogioai 
cabinet has been increased by Uie addition of a small bos of a(»ecU 
tseos from Baron Libockkb, and very considerably by ■peumsM 
collected during the currem year, by the gentlemen engaged in the 
eeologioa] surrey of this Btata '^hr rnhJMt rf min-nkj jirrhnml 
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fin 1837 from Baron Liederer, for the sum of 84,000, and lately 
opened by Dr. D. HouGBTO?f, who is now occupied in arranging them 
in cases according to their scientific classification, proves to be a very 
rich and valuable collection. It contains as we are informed by him, 
almost every known mineral, with the greater portion of the varie- 
ties, and may be fairly estimated to equal, if not to exceed, any col- 
lection of foreign minerals in the United States, being a much richer 
cabinet than that of Yale, which originally cost $20,000, and has 
since been greatly increased. In addition to this, the entire cabinet 
of the university comprehends a very extensive collection of rock 
specimens, fossils, American minerals, together with a zoological 
collection of great value, altogether forming greater facilities and 
inducements for study in natural history, than can be had in any in- 
stitution in this country. 

At an early period af\er the commencement of the last year, it 
was foreseen that, by the necessary expenses incurred in the erec- 
tion of buildings, in the procurement of library and cabinet, and in 
the support of seven different branches of the style and character 
which have heretofore been reported, the sum of 8100,000, obtain- 
ed on loan by means of the state bonds, and put into the bands of 
the board, to enable them to commence operations as early as possi- 
ble, by anticipating the moneys that would become due on the ac ual 
sales of university lands, would be so far expended as to embarrass 
tiie further operations of the board, unless there should be a greater 
amount of interest and instalments paid in by purchasers, than, from 
the experience of one or two preceding years, it was feared would 
be realized during the coming. The reduction of the minimum price 
af lands, and the measures for the relief of purchasers, adopted by 
the legislatures of 1840 and '41, it was believed by the board, would 
have an effect contrary to that which they intended by it, and cause, 
as has actually been the case, much less money to be received, du- 
ring the coming year, instead of replenishing the means of the board. 
To continue the branches upon the system originally established, and 
to organize the main institution therefore, it was foreseen, would be 
impractieable, without further resources than those at the command 
of the board, at least, it could not be continued for more than a year 
or eighteen months at furthest, if atten^ted. The value of the 

Vol. II. 48 
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branches waa felt to be greatv and the importAice of opii^ Af 
main institution still greater, inasmuch qh the interests of edncMim 
called for it, and ail the necessary building* and prepumtioQa M 
been completed. The idea was conceived thatf possiUly, aosr siMa 
the branches had been established and in svocessful opantioiiv^* 
change mig^t be made in the system, which would subject the boaid 
to less expense, continue to foster the branches, and affitrd means to 
ju^fy the opening of the university. Accoxdioglyt a change waa 
resolved upon, and instead of the board's undertaking to soj^Mirt tha 
branches by paying the principals and teachers salaries, and reeeiVB- 
ing the avails of tuition, it was determined that, from and after tha 
19th of August, there should be the sum of only fl500 appnqffiatad 
to each branch, the principal to be allowed to appropriate the pno^ 
ceeds of tuition to his own use, and to be at the sole expense of en- 
ploying and paying his necessary assistants, as well as meeting all 
expenses for repairing buildings. This reduction of expenses, it waa 
believed, would enable the board to sustain the branches, and to opea 
the main institution. The effect of the change, in so far as concerns 
the branches, has been the cessation of three, viz : those of Pontiaoy 
Monroe and Niles. The remainder continue to flourish and extend 
their advantages to the places where they are situated. This change^ 
moreover, has enabled the board to organize a faculty, and open the 
main institution. 

It was believed, that the number of students who might offer, while 
they were sufficiently numerous to require some measures to enable 
them to obtain collegiate advantages in their own state, would, never* 
theless, not be sufficient to justify the appointment of a full faculty. 
Should none offer but for the Freshman and Sophomore, the two in- 
ferior classes, it would not be necessary to have a full faculty. Two 
professors, one for the languages, and the other for mathematics, 
who might be competent to conduct the students of such classes, in 
their collateral studies, would be adequate to all the necessary du- 
ties ; and thus save the board from the expense of the salaries of a 
chancellor and other professors, whose services, in the business of 
instruction, would not be required till the classes were more advan* 
ced. The expense, fy the support of a full faculty, would be so 
disproportionate to the limited number of students, as to make many 
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feel, that the expenditure would be altogether too great, and thus ex- 
cite jealousies against the institution, and destroy confidence in the 
regents. Besides, it was doubted whether, with so little certainty as 
to the future means of the board under the existing state of things, 
and with no power whatever possessed by the regents to attend to, 
collect, and manage the revenue of the university, or to urge the 
fiscal officers, as at present constituted by law their guardians, to ex- 
pedite or coerce the collection of that revenue, it would be possible 
to induce any gentleman, fully qualified for the office of chancellor, 
or persons selected for their attainments and worth Tor the different 
professorships, to accept of appointments, should they be tendered to 
them. It would have most naturally, and certainly been asked, by 
fluch, had they been appointed, what security can you ofier for the 
payment of our jsalaries % What prospect can reasonably be enter- 
tained that you will be able to carry the institution forward more 
than another year? What direction or control have the regents 
over the finances and revenue of the university ? On whom shall 
we be dependent from year to year for the payment of our salaries ? 
On the regents, or the superintendent of public instruction, or the 
legislature f May we not be subjected to expense and privations, in 
removing to your state, and af\er having fairly got into our offices, 
and begun to discharge our duties, find ourselves deserted, without 
funds, and knowing not to whom to look for the payment of our sa- 
laries ? And is it at all reasonable, for you to ask us to place our- 
selves in such embarrassing circumstances, to make an experiment 
80 perilous, or for us to run risks, so fraught with danger to our re- 
putation and usefulness, and personal and domestic comfort and 
peace ? To all such questions we could have but expressed our con- 
fidence in the legislature, who might authorize future loans, or co- 
erce the payment of outstanding interest, or adopt some measures to 
secure greater efficiency in the collection of the revenue. The dis- 
astrous history of universities and colleges in different states of this 
Union, where the appropriations for their support were dependent on 
legislative bodies, changing with every year, and no permanent body 
of trustees or regents held responsible and furnished with competent 
power for the cellection and management of the revenue, we fear, 
wottld kave been appealed to, in opposition to all our most sanguine 
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hopeiy that sueh would not be ihe^dOwjcfibBViiinK^ 

gac 
Xhese, and such like oonnderationiy induced the boaid to ^Aapi 

the most prudent and cautious plan, and one which would nol be war 
likely to issue in disappointmenty and in the rejeetMm <rf* their infi* 
tations. Haying been apprised that sereral branqhes -would ooaae 
their operations in coi^sequence of the change they had been coiW 
strained to make in the appropriations, and, it being certain, thai two 
if not more, valuable, worthy, and in every respect fully qualified 
instructors, known and proved to be such by their services already 
as principals of branches in the employment of the board, wooU 
thus be thrown out of their situations, it was judged that no better or 
more desirable course could be pursued, than to secure the services 
of such as might be obtained, and tranefer them from their placea m 
ttie branchy to the professorships in the univerwty, which must be 
immediately filled in the order to its being opened. Accordingly^ 
Mr. Geo. P. Williams, late principal of the branch at Pontiac, and 
the Rev. Mr. Joseph Whiting, late principal of the branch at Niles^ 
were unanimously appointed in August lost, professors in the univer* 
sity, the former of mathematics, and the latter of Liatin and Greek 
languages, and the 25th of September ordained for the opening of 
the collegiate department of the university at Ann Arbor. It was^ 
at the same time, made the duty of these gentlemen, to organize the 
students who might offer and were qualified, into collegiate classes, 
and to superintend their instruction in all the collateral branches of 
a collegiate education. Believing, also, that a much larger propor- 
tion of students who might offer, would not he sufficiently advanced 
in their studies, to enter, even the lowest collegiate class, it was d^ 
termined to organize a preparatory school, for the reception of such, 
where they might, as speedily as possible, qualify themselves to 
enter the university. This preparatory school has been put substax^ 
tially on the same foundation, and subjected to the same general 
rules with the different branches, but is to subject the board to no ad- 
ditional expense. The sum of $500 per annum was voted as the 
salar}' of each professor. The occupancy, free of rent, by each, of 
one of the houses built for the use of the professors, was further vo- 
ted ; and, in consideration of their discharging the dutitti of princi- 
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pal of the preparatory school or branch at Ann Arbor, and condoct-' 
ing, free of all expense to the board, the studies of the youth in it, 
they were allowed to appropriate to their own use the moneys recei- 
vable for tuition, just as under the present system is done in the se- 
veral branches. 

By the organic law of the university, the students in the collegiate 
department are exempt from all charges for tuition. An executive 
committee was appointed, whose duties, it was resolved by the board, 
should be the same, in relation to the main institution, with those of 
the committee of branches in relation to them. The report of this 
committee, which will be found in the appendix, (No. 1,) will show 
what they have done, what is the schedule of studies, and the gone* 
ral provisions of the government adopted for the collegiate classes. 

The experiment thus far, of opening the main institution, upon 
the plan adopted, has more than realized the sanguine expectations 
of the board ; and the report of the faculty, which will be found in 
appendix (No. 2,) will show its present condition, and the measure 
of success which has attended it. 

The situation of the several branches will appear from the report 
of the committee of branches, found in appendix (No. 3,) and the 
regulations with regard to the library, from the report of the appro* 
priate committee, appendix (No. 4.) From the report of the com- 
mittee of finance, which is also appended, (No. 5,) it will be seen 
that the balance of money on hand, on the first day of January, 1841, 
was $22,314 73, to which has been added, during the current year, 
for interest from the Bank of Michigan, and for amount of warrant 
an the state treasurer, dec, no more than to make the total amount 
of moneys belonging to the board, $25,328 33. After deducting the 
Tarious sums due for interest on state bonds, insurances, salaries of 
professors, principals, teachers, expenses in erecting university build- 
iAgs at Ann Arbor, and other expenditures, amounting to $16,653 
50, there remains in the treasury a balance of $8,674 83. Of 
this sum, the only available portion is the item of $1,721 91, in 
Michigan state scrip, nominally equal in amount to the outstand- 
ing warrants — the condition of the Bank of Michigan having ren- 
^red the amount in their hands not immediately subject to the drafU 
of the board f and the balance of the loan having been anticipated 
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iMdTartanlljr by 0» tnonirer vsOag in dM daftkr tK^ndfy nt (to 
r^resenlative of the board u tli«ir treaiurar, uid of tfao btA mm 
tbetr cashier. It will ba perceived, oa Ibo commitlBe remaik, ftkf 
the nffiiirB of the board bKve reached a aima, and one wUch hta 
been looked forward tOi by the board, with much aniiety. It wM 
hoped that the le^ature of 1840, would have mads audi dwngw 
in the orgenlc law of the uDiveraily, w would haT« nndered the ool- 
laction of the funde of the oniTenity more efficient, and g^v«D Aa 
board, who hare to bear all reeponnbiltly for the well ind falibfiil 
nwnBgement of their true), the power* abeolutoly iiiii iwiji Car llw 
piDinpt and punctual diachargs of their dutie& A oommunlcalloa 
on this Bohjeat waa submitted) at that time, to the approprklfl offieen 
of government, being the unanimoua ezpreMion of the Utrnn of the 
■ bosxd. In thia, the board were diiappoinled. When tbskgliUtua 
of that year, bowerer, required from the board a prompt report to 
be laid before that of 1641, at the commencement of their senimi, ft 
waa again hoped, that the subject would not be lost sight of in the 
crowd of business, but that the board would bare the powers confer- 
red onlbem which are so indiapenaable (o tho welfare and permanent 
Bocceas of the university. In this, too, they were disappointed. No 
action was had on the subject by the legislature. Being utterly de^ 
lituto of all power to look after the moneys due to the unifersity, 
and having hod but little pnt into their hands, for (he last two years, 
by the payment of interest, the board bad no other means than the 
proceeds of the loon negotiated with the Bank of Michigan by tfas 
antliority of the legislature of 1836. The public expected, and the 
state of things called for, the opening of the univernty at the earliest 
possible period. This could not be done without appropriate and 
necessary buildings. The board tost no lime, therefore, in conatruct- 
iog what, in the commencing of the university, might be neceaaary. 
These have been finished, in a style which does credit to the states 
and at a very reasonable cost, compared with the excellence, dura- 
bility and classic taste of the workmanship, and the value of the ma- 
terials. Moreover, it was required that branches should be ofgai^ 
ized end supported, and the wonlsand demands of several intereoling 
■actions of the stale called for it The board endecrored, in both 
reepects, to meet the witbea of the legislature and the expectaHooK 
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of the public. They did not anticipate any embarramnent from the 
want of means necessary for the carrying on of the university, until 
it was ascertained that the interest due on the sales of land, would 
not be paid, and the action of the legislature, reducing the minimum 
price of lands and delaying the payment of the interest, excited the 
fears of the board, that there would not be money enough collected 
to meet the current expenses, to pay the interest on the loan, and to 
liqufdate it when it became due. The board are confident, that had 
the changes in the organic law, which were asked for in 1840 and 
again in 1841, been authorized, the affairs of the university would 
have been, not only at thb time but prospectively, as prosperous as 
could be desired. There is much to encourage the board, and to 
give the prospect of permanent success, could they but realize the 
moneys due to the university, and receive the interest regularly ac- 
cruing from the sale of lands. Should their plans be defeated, to 
this source only may that defeat be traced. It appears from the 
statement of the committee of finance, that the resources of the board 
for moneys due and receivable during 1842, without reference to the 
interest due on university lands sold duriug the year 1841, amount 
to 958,210 62. This sum would be more than adequate to meet all 
the necessary expenses of the university and branches, to increase 
the faculty, if the number of students should require it, to pay the 
interest due on the state bonds for the loan of 9100,000, to purchase 
a philosophical apparatus, to commence the botanical garden, to 
erect a laboratory, to contribute to a sinking fund, as well as to mij^t 
such unforeseen and contingent expenses as are incident to the com- 
mencement of such an institution. The board feel a deep solicitude 
on this subject ; for judging from the experience of the two past 
years, there is but little reason to believe that even the amount ne- 
cessary to prevent the actual suspension of all appropriations to 
branches, and the dismission of the faculty, will be collected during 
the coming year. Nor can the board, according to the existing laws, 
move in the matter, or employ any means, or influence, or agency 
whatever, for the collection of the funds of the university. It is 
judged but reasonable, that they who are held responsible to the pub- 
lic, and will be looked to by the legislature for the faithful discharge 
of their trust, would be able to know what are their means and re- 

4- 
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Moreai; and what they nuy r 
fixwn year to year. It ia impoanble to give ifny thing lika'aoMft* 
tescy ond pennaneacy to their plana wilhcwt thia. Afnady Imv 
they been neceflaitated to dernij^ tbeir plana, and to adopt melMWiWi 
which haye inroWed them in unpleasant diffictilties with aomein 
thair employ, and which have given occaeioa to otheA, QOatqnaln- 
ted with the facts, to repitwch The integrity end rectltudB oT the fa^ud. 
■ It ia underatood that paymeDlsor rooneya due to the untnnHj, 
Bra, and will be made in atate acrip, a depreciated enmncy, which) 
in their judgment, ia in violation of the sacred Imst rapoaed in lbs 
goardians of education in thia state, by the splendid gift of the donora, 
and which, if not ormted and prevented, cannot fUI to eokject the 
board to the nwal ruinoua embarrassments. 

The committee of finance have mode some suggestiona <» the mA- 
ject of relieving the debtors of the university from a portion of the 
burthen, resulting from the estravagance of former years, as an ex- 
pedient for increasing the annual receipts. But the board think that- 
the cxperimenta already made on this subject, afford no ground for 
such a hope, and that the trust reposed in them and in Ibis state, by 
the government of the United Slates, as well as their oblJgalions to 
the community at large, the interests of science, the welfare of our 
entire population, and the character of Michigan hereafter, and of 
unborn generations, require a sacred adherence to existing engage 
menta, which may be done without diminishing the resources of the 
university, or perpetrating injustice or oppression toward any of its 
debtors. The board deprecate legislative action in this matter, and 
feel persuaded, that a judicious investigation of the entire relations 
and responsibilities of "the regents, of the claims of the community 
for the beat disposal of the munificent grant of the United States for 
the purposes intended, and of the immense importance and necessity 
for such a trust to be totally disconnected from and unembarraased 
by any parly political action whatever, will convince every unpre- 
judiced mind, that these funds should be deemed sacred ; and while 
the board should be held, at all times, fully responsible for the right 
and best management of them, in carrying out the design of the do- 
nor, they should be furnished with the powers essentia] to the difr 
chai^ of tnch duties and reeponaibilitlea. The hletory of all coU»> 
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giate institutions, in this country, dependent immediately on the state, 
has shown, that they have never prospered, as long as they have 
been subjected to the influence of desultory legislation, of the un* 
certainty from year to year, whether any system adopted by one le- 
gislature might not be changed by the next, and of the want of an 
efficient board of trustees or regents, of sufficient permanence, and 
possessed of adequate powers, for the responsible care and manage- 
ment of their interests, both literary and pecuniary. The establish- 
ment of a collegiate institution in a free state, and the conducting of 
its interests, should ever be upon liberal principles, and irrespective 
of all sectarian predilections and prejudices. Whatever varieties of 
sect exist in these United States, the great mass of the population 
profess an attachment to Cheistiakitt, and, as a people, avow them- 
selves to be Christian. There is common ground occupied by them 
all, sufficient for co-operation in an institution of learning, and for the 
presence of a religious influence, devoid of any sectarian forms and 
peculiarities, so essential, not only as the most efficient police, but 
also for the development and formation of the most valuable traits 
of youthful character, and of qualifications for future usefulness. 
Experiments, made in other states, by catering to the morbid preju- 
dices of sectarians, have only embarrassed the institutions of the 
state, and matured the growth of numerous and rival colleges, avow* 
edly sectarian. Attempts made to exclude all religious influence 
whatever from the college, have only rendered them the sectarian 
engines of an atheistical or infidel party or faction, and so ofiended 
and disgusted, the majority of the population agreeing in their re- 
elect for a common Christianity, that they have withdrawn their sup- 
port, confidence and patronage, and left them to drag a miserable 
existence, till they invoked the presence and influence of the chris- 
tian religion in them. The only security that can be had for the 
avoidancb of sectarianism, and the necessary apd desirable influence 
of Christianity, in the conduct of a collegiate institution, intended to 
be the common property of the state, is to be sought in the charac- 
ter and principles of the men who are placed over it, and held re- 
sponsible for its administration. There are men to be found in all 
the diflferent christian sects, of sufficiently expanded views and libe- 
spirit, and enlightened minds, devoid of the ^irtt of bigotry^ and 
Vol. n. 49 
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Bsn«w pi^dicM cfmettxA of jmtty. Oat out b« nlwri ihil ih 

puted to nieh a work, itImm pubUo tfiM tad- pUloatbonrv ud 
whose loft of countty, tad tnadiiDenli tothelittnMtaof tb^MM* 
•nd iti entire popuhtion, wUI idwHjB furnWi tfaa bnt mmi only tn* 
gnuuHy against thp erik of Mctarianiam. The boaid aro bappy 
to itate tha' (kot, ' witbont meufaig in tlia hail'to oomnieiid than 
nlves, tbat wbila tbey eonibt of gemlflmen from alraoat, if Mt all, 
the priadpol ohriitiaD Mda in onr itats, then iuw oothtng ooBonadi 
in their individnnl IntercourM, their delibendiiHie or dafaalM, or ai^ 
of' their official acts, which has ever elicited oocultm far the ULjii ai' 
Bion, or even the exiateaoe or jealotiqr and «»picioiW| growing oat 
tf ■eetarian pngnfficea or attachmenta. 
All of which fa reqiedlfully nbnitted. 

GEO. DUFREU^ 
J. OWEN, 
MARTIN KUNDIO, 
Commitue, 
BetroUt December 20, 1841. 

Detroit, Decemher M, 184L 
At a meeting of the board of regents of the unireraily of Hich^ 
gaii, held at the office of the secretary, in the city of Detroit, on the 
20th day of December instant, Mr. Duffield, from tiie conmuttee Kf 
pointed to prepare the amiual report of the board, to the superinten- 
dent of public instruction, submitted the foregoing report, which, 
having been rend, was, on motion of Doctor Pitcher, accepted and 
adopted by tbe board. And, on lilte motion, it was 

Reiolved, Titat the committee who reported the same, be, and 
they are hereby authorized to procure two hundred additional cities 
of said report. 

J. KEARSLEY, 
(Attest,) President pro tempore, 

A, Ten Eick, Secretary. 

Appendix No. l-~Reporl of the Executive CommiUee. 

The executive committee was organized on the 13Ui of At^ast, 

1S41, and coodsts of Meesn. Pitcher, WilkiBa and DuffiebL Tiw 
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duties required of them are in general the same in reference to the 
main institution, which the committee on branches discharge towards 
them. It was made their special duty, in concert with the profes- 
sors, to prepare a code of laws for the government of the univer^ 
sity. 

The faculty was organized by the board on the 13th day of Au- 
gust, 1841, by the appointment of a professor of languages and a 
professor of mathematics, who were required to organize and to in- 
struct the collegiate classes, according as the number of the students, 
for the present, may demand their services. They are also required to 
organize and conduct a preparatory school at Ann Arbor, and to dis- 
charge toward it the duties required of the principals of the branches. 

The committee visited Ann Arbor soon thereafter, and having 
conferred and corresponded with the faculty, it was judged best to 
avail themselves of the advantage of experience, and not, for the 
present, drafl any very extensive code of laws, such as may be re- 
quired when the university becomes more extended, and comprises a 
greater number of classes and students. A few general laws, capa- 
ble of application by the faculty to all the exigencies of the govern- 
ment of the institution in its incipient condition, were thought to be 
preferable, in every respect, to more detailed and minute legislation, 
prospectively to meet contingencies which might not beVealized, and 
which experience, ere they would arise, would require to be modifi- 
ed. Accordingly, the code of laws which has been adopted for the 
present, is the same with that adopted and in use for the branches, 
as far as their general provisions are applicable to the main insiitu- 
tion. Much in the early stage of the institution, will depend on the 
wisdom and fidelity, the prudence and zeal, the vigilance and ener- 
gy, the industry and discernment of the faculty. It has, therefore, 
been judged best to define the general features of the government 
only as a guide to them, till future experience may qualify them and 
the guardians of the institution, the better to adapt to the state of 
things ia the univer»ty of Michigan, such rules and regulations as 
are found useful in other institutions. 

Under these impressions, the schedule of studies for the collegiate 
classes has not been sketched farther than for the two inferior, viz : 
the Freshmen and Sophomore, which are all that have been organi- 
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sed. Tba folWing an tbo term for wimliHfam to fbe TitikmM 
ciami aad ths itudiM of that and th« Sopboraor^ cUiwai ■ 
•^ Tmiit <^ Admiuion. 
Candidate! for adliiianoti in the Fnahinsa ckai, at* HrrtlitiiiiiJ If 
Aiilhnwtic flie ElamaDta of Algabra, Geography, Cicero'B Oratkm^ 
BaUnat, Tii^, lacofaii' Greek Beadsr, dw Poor Goapela, sad Latin 
tad Gre6k PnMody i and are rsquind to fiiraidi ntialactoiy talf* 
ewniab o( good moral chancter. 

fibiitu of tke FnMkmtm Cbm. 
Juniaaon'a Rhetoric, I )e Bacy'a Oenaral Qraamar, Ury, Hmtem, 
Diltoway's BomaD Antiqnitiea, Proaody, and Ezenboi ia~4rr^|; 
Latis, Homer'a Dllad, Herodotna, Thucydideti XattophoU, Ljala^ 
Iiooratet, Demoithenea, Clereland'i Orecias Aniiqtiitiai and But^ 
ciiea In writing Greek, Bowdon*a AlgebM, LegendiVa GeodiMrj', 
Natural History. 

Studiet of the Bophoaiore Cltut. 
Tacitus* History, Germany and Life of Agricola, Terence, Sue- 
tonius, Greelc Philosophers; Homer's Odyssey, ApplicatioD of Alga- 
bra to Geometry, Trigonometry, Mensuration, Davies' Analytical 
Geometry and descriptive Geometry, Davies' Surveying, Wiiateley'a 
Logic, Rhetoric 

The numher of students in the main and preparatory iastitutiona, 
and the present condition of t»Ih, are not at present accurately 
known to ns, as the committee are waiting for the report of the fa> 
culty. The prospects of the university are flattering, and the com- 
mlttee ^iok that the short experience ^nce the opening of both, 
have fully justified the steps which the board took for the opening of 
the main institution, and organizing a preparatory depattment at 
Ann Arbor. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Z. PITCHER, 
R0S8 WILKINS, 
GEO. DUFFIELD, 

EgeeuttM Com mitta e. ■ 
Necmher 27, 1641. 
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Appendue No. 2 — Report of the Faculty. 

thireaant to instructions from the committee of the hoard of re- 
gents, we proceeded on the 25th of September to organize the aca- 
demic classes of the university. Information previously obtained^ 
had led us to expect applications for admissk>n to a standing as far 
advanced at least as the beginning of the second year. Arrange- 
ments were therefore made to organize and instruct the Freshmen 
and Sophoftiore classes. All applicants for admission have been ex- 
amined, and six have been received as members of the Freshmen 
class, while only one is pursuing the studies of the Sophomore class. 
Two others, wha Were in advance of the Freshmen class in some 
studies but deficient in others, will join that class the next term. It 
is hoped that additions will be made to both the classes before the 
cloee of the academic year. 

A preparatory department was also organized at the same time, in 
which the same course of instruction is pursued as in the branches 
of the university. In this depco'tment there have been during the 
current term, twenty-three students, of whom all, except two, are 
pursuing studies preparatory to the university course, and seven will 
piobably be able to enter the next Freshmen class* 

In deciding on the conditions of admission, we have been govern- 
ed by the general instructions of the committee, viz : to require such 
an amount of previous attainment as would place the university, in 
that respect, on an equality with the best cc^leges in the United 
States. 

in regard to the plan of studies for the first two years of the course, 
which plan has been published by direction of the committee, some 
remarks may be proper by way of explanation. 

Assuming that the object of the board of regents is to furnish to 
the youth of our state an opportunity of acquiring a superior educa- 
tion, we have considered mental discipline and mental furniture as 
the two great points to be kept in view in the arrangement of 
studies, the selection of text books and the method of instruction. 
Although the latter pf these two points may never be lost sight of, 
3ret the former seems to require special attention in the early part of 
the academic course. In this party therefore, those hranches of study 
are prescribedi and those methods of instruction puisoedy which 
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aoem beft'^^iptad to fiumllilhai^utl favbht of filing tin ittn- 
tloii, ^Tscting ibe tnlB«f tbougfa^ tHiyziag wiA uiot dkemiiBr 
tlrai, Ulandng onfnUjrt urirlenM ^ reMKted wmM judgownt, aaA 
■nwigiDg and ■yftuatiiing As kiioi^)pdge noquiAd bj ftw tataorp. 
Tin Mudy nfcnrinnf l|fcgiingi> ud of pun mat h wna tic i, tbar^onk 
OMap7 the graster Blf*^ '^^ -^"^ **<> 7*^^* <^ t^ cootm. .Th« 
gtadMilbi and uflraMJB dm* braaclUf weeoaduejed iakimo- 
ssr that ia deaigned to thiov tba indent as miioli'aa pgmU» spoQ 
the raaonrces of his omi mind-^ rauM lua iodiTidiuJ eiiar^ and 
to glTB those imhitM t^ mental activity without which the hart appn- 
tatBB of libmias and iinntifio oollectlona can ^ litUa Mon tlua 
afford thci means of Us aaamemenb 

We «rs of opinicn thablba taxt boi^ named in onr athad^a of 
rttidlee for the fint two Tears, dxrald, bo fas as ths>da|iiBrtnmtQf ]axt- 
gnagce is ooncerned, be regardsd aa indicating- lather tbs.anmnf of 
such Isngaa^ to be read in the proposed time, thsa the siUAars 
whose works are to be read For, while they are certain authors 
<ff such acknowledged excellence in both the Latin and Gre^ lan- 
gnages, that no man of liberal education ahould be unacquainted 
with their writings, there are others among those ordinarily read la 
colleges in this country, whose claim to preference ii by no means 
such as to warrant their excluGive use. Nor do we aes any suffi- 
cient reason for requiring each clssi to read preciwly the same ew 
Ihors, whilst aome variety in this respect mi^t promote the taste for 
classical learning. We, therefore, respectfully suggest lo the oom- 
mittee that this matter be left subject tosuchorrangementa from year 
to year, as the progresuive Eloniiard of liberal education in the coiuk* 
try shall require. 

Natural history has been inserted in the list of studiea of the first 
two years, under the impression that, with the means provided for 
this purpose, the subject might be commenced early in the course 
with advantage. Besides the knowledge that would be acquired, it 
would serve to vary the objects of attention for the Mudentr and cohU 
be made valuable as a means of forming habits of claasificatloD and 
armngement We are aware, however, that a knowledge of the 
principles of ehimistry must preceda any tUempt to gird thorou^ 
instrnctioD in BBtHnl Mteaca. 
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Each student in the college classes, pays a fee of $10 on his aidU 
mission, and a tax for incidental expenses of about $2 50 per term. 
In the preparatory department, the students pay tuition as in the 
branches of the university. Six dollArs per tenn is charged for tui- 
tion, and an incidental tax of from fifty cents to tl 5Q per term. 

Board may be obtained at from $1 50 to 8^ 00 a week. Washing 
n obtained at from three to six shillings per dozen. Fire-wood costs 
the students from f I 25 to $1 50 per cord. 

JOSEPH WHITING, 

Professor of Langttages, 
GEORGE P. WILLIAMS, 

Professor of Mathematics, 
DOUGLASS HOUGHTON, 
Professor of Greology^ Mineralogy and Ckimistry. 
Ann Arhorf December 18, 1841. 



Appendix No. 3 — Report of the Committee on Branches. 

The committee on branches, in compliance with a resolution of 
the board, respectfully submit the following report : 

At the close of the late academic year, there were in operation, 
seven branches of the university— one at Pontiac, one at Monroe, 
one at Detroit, one at Kalamazoo, one at Niles, one at Tecumseb 
and one at White Pigeon. At the branches, there were engaged 
seven principals and thirteen assistant teachers, and there were in 
attendance 147 male and 100 female pupils. 

Circumstances known to the board, aflfecting the financial pros- 
perity of the university, induced the regents at an early period after 
closing their annual report for 1840, to reduce the appropriations 
for the support of the branches to 8500 a year for each, in addition 
to the amount that might be received for tuition. This change be^ 
ing prospective, did not go fully into effect till the close of the sum- 
mer term in August, when the Rev. Pofessor Fitch and the Rev. Mr. 
Center, each the principal of a branch, left the service of the board. 

Your committee on being directed by the board to establish a 
branch or preparatory department at Ann Arbor, and to organize 





nan Doevwciik .^ * 

to that p«t lir. G.: F. WiUuoi^ dhD.lh«di««g«,rf ^ 
on wboatJiA baud sliBe 



imtnictioDii Mivc.pablilPotlcoBf tbeutioo of tk* bown}, «f t|M o^ 
{xxntinent of Mr. WMuh ki prinniMl IuhI profeaoz, «ad qf q^Mli^ 
finMlltof . >pplicaiiPrar . adpaMiaB to tW I 
an as folloira : "".Afiplicuito for a 
endeoM of good moml tjlnmctcr, and aoataio aa iwamlaalkin in 
gsogH^y, arlilimMio, the alaioenta of algebra, the gtammar (rf* tbo 
Engtnb,- Latw awl Greak. janguaga ; the exarcin and readar of 
Andiein, Comeliua Napai, Vita Waahingtonii, SaUuat, Cioen>'a 
oradodi, JaeoVa Qroak nadat and the BTangoIiata." 

Tie tnuarfer i^Hr, WiDiaiaa to ^& Arbor, and th« rorignatioD 
of Mews. Fitch and Center, leA tfaaVaaeheaat PoDtiac.PBlroitai)d 
MoDTofl to be re-organized, which waa done by appointing the Rat. 
Mr. Meigs an asaistant at White Pigvon, to the charge of the branch 
at Detroit, and Mr. S. Hough to that at Monroe, where be had ren- 
dered valuable service as the assistant of Mr. Center. When the 
board at its session in August, withdrew the appropriations to tho 
principals of branches at Niles, Monroe, Pontiac and Detroit, Mr. 
Hough and the Rev. Joseph Whiting resigned their appointmenta aa 
principal of the branch at Monroe and Niles. Theae two, aa well aa 
the'branch at Pontiac, ore for the present suspended. 

The branches at Tecumaeh, White Pigeon, Kalamaxoo and De- 
troit, remain in successful operation ; the latter, without the aid of 
an appropriation from the board of regents. The following table 
exhibits the' etate of the branches at the present time : 



Detroit, 
Kalaniaaoo, 
White Pigeon, 
Tecumseh, 
AAn Arbor, 



:ev. M. Meigs, 
Rev. Wn^ Dulton, 
Rev. S. Newberry, 
Mr. A. Harvie, 
Profa Williams & 
Whiting, 



NnniliBr or jDiuwuiieiii 
pupIU. .at Juruf™ 



/ 
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Under ezuting arrangementSy the principals of branAes ard au- 
thorized to provide thiir own aasistants, the principals ox4y, having 
their appointmennrbm the board. This remarl^ezpltKns in part, 
the great reduction of the nuofear of teachers emfHojed by the board. 
During the year, a branch has also been Imted at Bomeoy in the 
county of Macomb. ♦ ^ / 

All which is respectfiiUy submitted. ■* 

Z. PITCHER, 
J. KEARSLEY, 
GEORGE DUFFIELD, 
Comndtiee on Branekes. 
November 27, 1841. 



Appendix No, 4 — Beport of the Lihrary Committee, 

The committee on the library report, that the books of which a 
catalogue has been printed, belonging to the university, have been 
carefully preserved in temporary cases prepared for them, in one of 
the houses for professors. Since the organization of the faculty, it 
has been judged best that measures should be taken for the purpose 
of giving the institution the advantages appropriately arising to it 
from the possession of the library. Rules and regulations have, 
therefore, been prepared with the co-operation and concurrence of 
the faculty and librarian, for the purpose of rendering those advan- 
tages available. The following are the regulations which, for the 
present, have been adopted : 

Regulations for the Library, 

1. The librarian, or his assistant, shall keep the key of the library 
and shall permit none but the regents of the university and members 
of the faculty to enter the library, except in his company. 

% The librarian shall keep a catalogue of the books of the library, 
and an account of all books borrowed therefrom, including the name 
of the borrower and the time of delivery of the book. 

3. The library shall be opened for the delivery of books once a 
week, on such day and hour as the librarian may appoint, when all 
the students of the university may enjoy its privileges under the re- 
strictions which follow. 

Vol. II. 60 



K. 

^ 
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4. KdiJi^PuiahaU be loaned tostudents-esBeptiDeAMlimbeeo 
direcl)3r fpecified by the facuhy u euitidile for aiieh MiidMitg, 

6. No studauLehnll receiTe more than two f mia af t t a timoi nor 
relain a volume bnger this'two wedke witbout resewMtaior lead k, 
Dor carrjr it«out of Ul room, ezcopt to retom it to ilw librajy. A 
Tolume may Jnf reQeirq^ only once, ezoapt by apociel pormiMJnii 
from ■ profeawr. 

6. A student not retiming a volume in his pooMvion witbin two 
weeks, shall incur a penalty of twenty-five centa, and an adJitiooal 
penalty of fifty cents for every additional week's delinquency ; which 
penalty shall bo paid to the librarian before such student ifaall bare 
any fbrtber um of the library. 

7. Borrowers of books from the library are forbidden to write or 
mark in Ihero, or to turn down a leaf. 

8. All damages, done to books shall be estimated by the librarianr 
aod shall be promptly paid If a Tolurae be lost or destroyed, the 
borrower shall pay for the whole set or replace it 

9. Such books as by reason of their great value or scarcity could 
not eawly be replaced, shall not be loaned, but shall be kept for con- 
sultation in the library. 

10. No person visiting the library shall be allowed to take down 
or put up a volume without permis^aa uf the librarian or his as- 
sistant. 

11. Any violation of these rules will be punishable by fine or ex- 
clusion from the use of the library. 

N. B. In relation to the 4th article, the present instnioton are of 
opioioQ that there are very few of the books in the library wMch 
would be useful to students during their collegiate course ; and thoae 
few are among the least valuable books — books that Could be most 
easily replaced if lost or injured. 

The above suggestions relate chiefly to the loaning of books to the 
students. In regard to loaning books to the community at large, 
further regulations are obviously necessary, but we suppoaa no sag- 
gestions are needed from us. 

J. WHITING. 

It has been thought altogether impracticable and inappropriate to 
the use and design of the college libisry that it should be rendered a 
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ciiealatiiig Ubrary for the beiiefit of the sniroondiBgpopiAttion, and 

therefore, books are not to be loaned imt as above prescribed ; yet, 

it 18 a matter under oonsideration by the commhteekii^bether it would 

not be proper to instruct the faflplty anJllibrarian Id afibrd access to 

the library during the presence of the librarian, at some fixed time, 

to be designated by them, lo such as maydesive to .consult any of 

the authors — ^it being understood that no work whatever ^uxild be 

carried out of the library by such visitant 

Which is req>ectfully submitted. 

GEORGE DUFFIELD, 

Z. PITCHER, 

Lihrary Committee, 
Nacember 27, 184L 



Appendix No. 5 — Report of the Committee on 

The committee on finance of the university of Michigan, in obe- 
dience to the resolution of the board of regents, passed on the 18th 
instant, make the following r^Kurt : 

In the report of the committee on the state of the university for 
the year 1840, it is stated that -the cash on hand in the bank of Midii- 
gan on the 3l8t of December of that year, was $26,851 00 

The true balance in the treasury on that day was 
as follows : 
Balance due by the bank on state bond ao^ 

count, $15,911 82 

To the credit of the treasurer in bank* 6,402 01 

22,314 73 



Showing a difi^rence of $4,536 27 

Which was occasioned by assuming, as 

cash on hand, certain bonds and nxnrt* 

gages taken in payment from the Michi» 

gan state bank, but not collected, $4,482 30 

And other small errors appearing in the 

report, 58 97 



4,536 27 



CaoDU fiurwaid. 
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Tsthnbaluoaiadw-tnuui!^ « the Irt hamtfi 
1841, 


a,tun 


yem: 
Tor lueiea nodnd Don lb buk of 




WoUguollIIUalaDilimuBl, tsn M 
Ana M « 


cfei m 


For unouiit of wamnt upon lbs ttats tTeoflurar, being 


lit; laode eold. 
For notee of t]M bank of Michigen retunwd b the 
treaeury under a reaolution of the boer^ 


S,2«3 01 
»7 00 



Tbe expenditures during Ute year, from Jrauary 
Ist to ths 27th, inclusiTe, aa stated in the secretary's 
boolw, are as followi .* 
For salaries of proTesBora, principals, and 

teachers, (7,346 *9 

For university buildings and grounds at 

Ann Arbor, &,068 00 

For balance to Baron Liederer for caA)i- 

net of minerals, 1,176 07 

For interest on state bonds, exchange, &C., SOO 00 
For insurance of building and library, 1S3 00 

For desks, stoves, cistern, iica, at univer- 
sity, 400 00 
For salaries of secretary and treamirer, 3SB 00 
For printing, travelling eipenses of re- 
gents and other incidental expenses, 168 7I» 
For old rent account for room for Doctor 
Houghton's collection in natural histo- 
ry, die. Sic, 170 18 
Bonk of Michigan fpr short charge on two 

s in 1840, 1 S7 



<k*rM fonnud, •18,113 84 •SS,»8 88 
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Brought forward, $18,113 84 $35,828 88 

From which is to be deducted the follow- 
ing warrants outstanding : 

Number 208, S. Center, $488 88 

do 229, do 488 88 

do 245, H. Lum, 418 00 

do 247, P. J. Desnoyers, 179 18 



1,458 84 



16,858 50 



Leaving a balance in the treasury of $8,674 83 

Consisting of balance to credit of treasu- 
rer in bank of Michigan, $6,402 91 
Balance in hands of treasurer in state scrip, 1,721 95 
Balance in hands of treasurer in notes 

dec*, of bank of Michigan, 549 97 

8,674 83 



Of the sum in the treasury, the only arailable portion is the item 
of $1,721 95, in Michigan state scrip, nominally equal in amount 
to the outstanding warrants. The bank of Michigan having fafledf 
is now closiog its concerns. The committee have not been able to 
obtain payment of the balance due by that institution, but have t&« 
ken care to put the amount upon interest, by demanding payment 
thereof. 

The bonds and mortgages taken in payment from the Michigan 
state bank, have not been cbUected. The oommittee have hereto- 
fore called the attention of the board of regents to these bonds, 
which are supposed to be good, and they now renew their reconw 
aendation, that they be placed in the hands of an attorney for col- 
lectbn. 

From this exhibit it appears, that when the outstanding warrants 
shall have been paid, the available means in the treasury will be 
nearly exhausted. This is a crisis in the affairs of the university to 
which your committee have looked forward with much anxiety. It 
has been apparent for the last two years, that the principal Source 
Cyf income, that indeed upon which all the hopes of the institution 
were founded, has, from the operation of causes known to the board 
of regents, been rapidly diminishing, and at length has almost en- 



l.v 
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ii»Iy ceased. The committee allude to the mteresl upon university 
lands sold. 

By the report of the super in lendent of public instruction of the 
30lh December, 1840, it appears thai the aalea of university lands, 
up to the first of that month, amounted to 11,965 41-100 ncres, for 
the sum of tigSiaSI 06 



The interest due upon tliia sum, for the year ending 
December 1. 1841, is #13,550 83 

The arrearages of interest due on the lat Decern* 
ber, 1840, were 19,663 69 



$33,2 U 57 

Of this immense sum, not one farthing bos reached the treasury 
of the univeraity, during the year 1841. The committee are infor- 
med by llie superintendent of public instruction, that very little has 
been collected by him during the present year, for interest on the 
noiverniy lands. These facta show coQcluavely tha abaohite neccs- 
aity of the measures recently adopted by the board of regents for 
nducing the current expenses of tha uniTersity and braucbes; 

The annual expenditur«B under ezistiug regulations, may bo eeti- 
mated as follows : 
For the pay of two prdenors in the uniTOnity, inad- 

ditiou to the tuhion fees of the primary school $I,0OO W 

For diQ salaries of the principals of the hronches «t 
Tecumseh, White Pigeon and K&Iamaxoo, in addi- 
tion to tuition foes, 41,000 OO 
For the salaries of secretary, librarian and treomrer, 400 00 
For insurtmce on university buildings, 174 60 
For interest on state bonds, 6,000 00 
For inddeatal expenses, ISO 00 



«9,234 00 

The resources of the board, without refereDce to interest upon 

university lands sold during the year 1841, Uie amount of which ia 

nukaown to your ccKnntlttee, are to be derived from Qte foUowloc 

Items: 



■■;■ -^ 
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Arrearages of interest on lands, Ist December, 1841, $38,214 57 
Interest on knds sold prior to Ist December, 1840, for 

the year 1842, 13,550 88 

Balance due by the bank of Michigan, 6,402 91 

'Notes and bonds received of Michigan state bank, 4,482 30 

Notes and certificates of the bank of Michigan, 559 97 

$58,210 63 

How much of this sum can be collected daring the year 1842| 
your committee will not venture to estimate. So much as is recei- 
ved on account of interest on university lands, will, no doubt, be 
paid in state scrip, as all debtors to the state have a right by law to do. 

But it is feared that even this reso\irce will be exceedingly limit- 
ed. In the report of the late superintendent of public instruction, 
for the year 1840, (page 12,) it is stated, that << many purchasers of 
university and school lands, appear to have come to the conclusion, 
to make no further payments until the price is reduced." What is 
here predicted of some of the purchasers, b no doubt indicative of a 
dissatisfaction, common to all who purchased at the high prices of 
1837 and 1838. 

But, from the peculiar organization of the board of regents, that 
body is not only without power to provide a remedy, but destitute of 
ihe means of ascertaining the precise nature and extent of the evil. 
The committee, therefore, content themselves with bringing the fact 
to the notice of the board, submitting to their judgment the expedi. 
ency of an effort to produce relief to .the treasury, by relieving its 
debtors from a portion of the burden resulting from the extravagan- 
ces of past years. This can only be done by legislative action.— 
That, however, may possibly be promoted by proper representations 
from the regents. The university lands remaining unsold, amount to 
mbout 36,000 acres. 

Your committee annex to this report, an abstract of the expendi- 
tures of the past year, together with a general abstract of all receipts 
and disbursements since the organization of the university. 

Respectfully submitted. 

C. C. TROWBRIDGE, 

J. KEARSLEY, 

Z. PITCHER, 

^ CcmmUtee on Finance. 
Detroit^ November 27, 1841. 



\ 
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Oeneral ahttract of ail the erpenditurea made hjf the Board tf Rg- 
genu of the Umvcreilj/ of Michigan, during the year 1B41, /rom 
January 1 to November 27, inelatire. 
Jan. 2. S. Newberry, salary aa principal of While 

Pigeon branch, thinJ ierm in 1940, »400 00 

6, B. L. Baxter, salary as assistant teacher in 
branch at Tecumseh, September 15, to 
i 24lh Oclober, 1840, 133 33 

I F. J. Higginson, traveiling expenses as re- 

(gent, attending two quarterly meetings at 
Ann Arbor and Detroit, 35 00 

S. N. M. Wells, salary as assistant, Niles 
branch, one term, 166 66 

9. Samuel Hudson, travelling expenses as re< 
gent, attending quarterly meeting at De- 
troit, 19 25 
19. W. S. Lee, seven days' services as clerk to 

committee, 14 00 

33. William Duiton, salary as assislsjit teacher, 

Tecumseh, one term, 183 93 

Feb. 4. Dawson & Bales, advertisiDg and printing 

reports, 43 50 

22. C. W. Fitch, salary as principal, Detroit 

bnincb, one term, 375 00 

Hur. 8. A. Ten Eyck, salary aa secretary to board, 

one quarter, fiO 00 

i. Granger & Gilbert, on account of contract 
for lathing main university building at 
Ann Arbor, 160 00 

13. A. S. Bagg, printing blanks for use of board, 4 00 

J. W. Brown, regent, travelling expenses at- 
tending quarterly meeting, 12 00 
Z. Pitcher, G. Morel) and others, traveling 
expenses attending quarterly meeting, 12 00 

23. Harpin Lum, oa account of nuin oniversily 

building. 1,000 00 

Carried fonrard, - $ 
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Brought forward, $ 

Mar. 29. M. Meigs, in part payment, salary as teach- 
er at White Pigeon, 50 00 
April 9. Joseph Whiting, in part payment as princi- 
pal, Niles branch, 180 00 
18. Andrew Harvie, balance of salary as princi- 
pal at Tecumseh, one term, 274 00 
17. Regents, travelling expenses to attend quar- 
terly meeting of regents at Ann Arbor, 44 00 
20. Samuel Center, salary as principal at Mon- 
roe, one term, 488 83 
Sabin Hough, in advance of salary as assis- 
tant at Monroe, 72 50 
22. George P. Williams, salary as principal at 

Pontiac, one term, 849 00 

N. M. Wells, salary as assistant at Niles, 
one term, 151 66 

24. Wm. Button, salary as principal at Kalama- 
zoo, one term, 199 99 

26. O. Z. Taylor, expenses coming from Aubunif 

N. Y., to Detroit, and returning, 60 00 

27. M. Meigs, salary as assistant at White Pi- 

geon, one term, 200 00 

May 1. S. Newberry, salary as principal at White 

Pigeon, one term, 800 00 

4. Jos. Whiting, balance of salary as principal 

at Niles, one term, 200 00 

18. W. J. Baxter, salary as assistant at Tecum- 
seh, one term, 188 83 

18. H. Lum, on account of main university buil- 
ding, 1,000 00 

22. C. W. Fitch, salary as principal at Detroit, 

one term, 828 88 

24. H. Lum, on account of university building, 1,800 00 

29. G. P. Williams, salary as principal at Poo* 

tiac, one term, 300 00 

Carried forward, $ 

VAIL 61 
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Biouglit forwani, 9 

Juna 18. Interest DoKKtabooib.and exchange, SJOO 00 

Baron Liederer, bond for tnlaaca doa on 
mineralo, ^175 01 

July 10. H. Lum, on eccount of fescesr wood houses, 

&&, at Ann Aibor, GOO 00 

H. K. Sanger, nlory m treuurer of boud, I2S 00 

24. H. Meiga, bslsnee due on bbIot; as oadatant 

at White Pigeon, 860 00 

Andrew Hairie, part of oalary as piindpal 
at Tecumseb, one term, IQO 00 

Aug. B. Sabin Hou^ is part of sBlaiT u aviatant 

at Monroe, 100 00 

10. Samiial Center, aa principal at Monroe, one 

term, 433 S3 

IG. Andrew Harrie, balance nlary as principal 

at Tecumseh, one term, 172 00 

G. P. Williuns, balance of salary as princi- 
pal at Pontiac, 57 00 
Samuel Newberry, salary as principal at 

White PigeoD, 348 60 

19. Samuel Newberry, advance on account of 

salary, 250 00 

Joseph WhitJDg, balance of salary as princi- 
pal at Nilea, 224 45 
21. William Dutton, salary as principal at Kala- 
mazoo, one term, 13S 33 
24. Joseph Whiting, one term, salary as profes- 
sor in the university at Ann Arbor, in ad- 
vance, IBS 66 
27. MissChittenden, balance salary aa teacher, 25 00 
31. Harpin Lum, insurance of university build- 
ing, 183 00 
Harpin Lum, on account of stoveii, desks, cis- 
terns, 62c. &c, at principal naiversity 
building at Ann Arbor, 400 00 

Canted forward, 4 
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Brought forward, $ 

Aug. 81. Harpin Lum, on account of appropriation for 

main building, 200 00 

Harpin Lum, book cases for library, paid li- 
brarian's salary, dec, 196 48 
W. Baxter, balance of salary, Tecumseb 
branch, 208 83 
Sept 11. N. M. Wells, balance due on salary as teach- 
er at Niles, 101 66 
23. A. Ten Byck, salary as secretary to board 

of regents, 60 00 

Oct'r 1. H. Lum, balance due him as salary for su- 
perintendence of building at Ann Arbor, 
cost of fixtures, &c, 413 00 

6. P. Williams, salary as professor, 1 quar- 
ter, 125 00 
Not. 22. P. J. Desnoyers, rent of room in 1839 and 
1840, for use of state geoloj^ist in prepar- 
ing and preserving specimens of natural 
history for the university, 179 18 

•18,110 97 



(H.) 

CireuUur to the hupectors in relation to the publication of a Common 

School Journal, 

Office Sups&fNTENDENT Public Instruction, 

Ann Arhorj JunCf 1841. 

To the Board of School Inspectors qfthe Tovm of 

GsNTLSMSN-^I adopt this mode of inviting your attention to the 
cause of primary school education in Michigan. The law has to a 
certain extent, made you the guardians of that cause within the lim- 
its of your township, imposing upon you the duty of forming districts, 
apportioning the school and library moneys, examining teachers, 
schools, dsc, and of course it looks to your action for important re- 
sults. I assume that you have the power, whether you exercise it 
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ornotiltiny tocarryouttheinteatianBoftbeKhtxdlKir; udlvilf 
not doubt that soch was jotiT detenninKtion wbm yon wcapM tlMS 
reaponsible trust of inspectors. Believing, thenforei that yoo will bs . 
prompt to co-opemls with me in any feasible plan for advancing tin 
noble cause in which we are engnged, one in which every citizen ia 
bound, morally, politically and aocially, to take the deepest possible 
intereat, 1 throw out fdr your oameat consderation the foliowing 
suggestions ; 

It is a fact no less humiliating to our pride as cititeos of m olhe^ 
wise enlightened republic, than it is derogatdiy to our characters as 
men, thai even in this age of boosted light and reason, eomauNi 
teiooU are kept in a state of abject degradation. And here in Hidit' 
gan, where tha munificence of the national govenunent has vested 
for our benefit and that of our children, a fund of more than princely 
magnitude, the primary school, from the pride of s6me, the igno- 
rance of others, the necessities of many, and the inditference of 
more, if not permitted wholly to languish, is yet kept up only a small 
pert of the year, and then, it would almost seem, rather to secure 
the public pittance than to bestow upon the community any solid 
good. Our common schools, the nurseries of whotever moral and 
intellectual greatness the slate may ever reach, ore not sustained ua 
they should be, by a people known to be public spirited and patriotic 
Every thing else receives its due share of our attention. Public and 
private enterprises of all varieties and grades, are corerully underta- 
ken and pushed forward to maturity ; but primary education, that 
which lies at the bottom of all permanently useful plans, is culpably 
neglected. Our constitution is not at fault in this respect ; for it has 
done its duty towards the rising generation. Our laws to some ex- 
tent have done theini. We have a system, whether the best that 
might have been devised matters not, by which every child in the 
slate mail be educated. It is for the people to take care that the be- 
nificent designs of the constitution and laws be not thwarted. A half 
Way feeling on this subject will not answer ; we must act upon tmr 
solemn responsibilities as guardians of youth, and with a. zeal that 
knowns no bounds to its lofty aspirations. Our school system, de* 
feclive as it undoubtedly is in its details, can yet be made the i&stni> 
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fnent of vast good, provided the means of its perfect development are 
brought home to those directly interested. 

How many parents in this state are familiar with the common 
school law 1 But few, I fear ; and yet how important that all should 
know what the law has done for their children. Fail to interest 
them in this work of primary instruction, and you fail to carry out 
the great object of your statute ; for whatever the course of public 
instruction may be, it will not discipline and educate the child if 
timely and vigorous co-operation at home be wanting. Show me 
the father and mother who heed the daily improvement of their sons 
and daughters ; who feel no less anxiety for their mental acquisi- 
tions than for their physical comfort ; who, by their smiles of appro* 
bation or frowns of censure, present the strongest incentives to con- 
tinued but healthy exertion ; and who, by a frequent intercourse 
with the teacher, both in the school and in the family, assure him of 
their sympathy with him in his generally agreeable but always irk- 
some and too often discouraging task, and I will point to the children 
of those parents as models of what our school system aims at, and 
will, under favorable circumstances, accomplish. 

But how shall we proceed to interest parents in this noble work % 
First make them familiar with our school system, its generous pro- 
visions and sublime ends. Let them know that in a democracy like 
ours, all children are equally entitled to the blessings of a good edu- 
cation, and of course encouraged to aspire after the highest excel- 
lence and most exalted station recognized by our institutions. Con- 
vince them, that whatever factious distinctions mere accident may 
sometimes create in society, our school system contemplates nothing 
but the most perfect and harmonious equality, and will, if carried 
Out, place every child, whether born of poverty or wealth, on the 
same high road to distinction. Teach the parent this, and then point 
out the way of doing himself and children the *< equal and exact jus- 
tice" contemplated by the laws, appeal to his self respect, his patri- 
otism, his christian principles, and convince him that the education 
of his children is no less a duty towards God than it is towards socie- 
ty, and the foundation stone will have been laid upon which to com- 
plete the magnificent superstructure of national greatness and na- 
tional goodn< 
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SfaaD the afibrt b« nnde 1 1 »Mnm ogmlf to yoo becyw yon 
Btftud as the intennedinte sgenta in tl»i wori; of cniTaml wiinnftiiu 
You control the educatfanal interests of the town. Your rnspwiri 
biljties ere tbM. Are ^u not saxiouB to do something, duiing the 
brief period of your officiel yeori to edranoe this, the great cause of 
the people 1 Will you not co-t^ntte with me in the efibrt at auSf 
to elevate the character of our common schools, and lift priinarT' 
education from the deed level to vhich all will admit it is rapidlj 
■inking f I anticipate your reply in the affirmative. 

With yoor aid, then, I propose to publish uid distribute tfarottgli 
the state, a semi-monthly journal, or a cheap medium, of communi- 
cation, by vhich every family may be enabled to enjoy the intended 
benefits of oar noble school systein. Heretofore, the legislature ha* 
deemed it rig^t to uphold such an undertaking by means of the achool 
Rind ; but this patronage is taken away, and success in the propceed 
publication will depend entirely upon the individual exertions of tha 
Khool inspectors. Maesachusctts, New York, and other states have 
tested the value of such publications, and found them indispensable 
agents in the great work of primary education. Lectures at suita- 
ble times and under peculiar circumstances, are well ; but, as meana 
of disseminating far and wide, and for a mere trifle of expense, use- 
ful and agreeable informatioD, touching conrnton schools, they do 
not compare with the plan now suggested The CommMi School 
Journal, published at Boston under the auspices of the board of edu- 
cation for the state of Mosachusetts, is a model periodical of the 
kind. One con be published here, twice a month for one dollar a 
year, provided it receive, as it ought, an eztenHve circulatioa. 

By reference to the annual report of my predecessor, you will 
perceive that lost fall, 324 townships in the stale reported 1,506 
school districts, embracing 40,850 scholars of Ihe legal age. If then 
you will take it upon yourselves to see that each district receive and 
pay for at least odb copy of the proposed journal, you becoming in- 
dividually responsible to the publisher for the whole number of copies 
sent to the several districts of your township, the amount will be 
Bufiicient in the first instance to warrant the publication for one year. 
Of course, as the law does not authorize you officially to raise mo. 
Dey for such B purpose, the eflbn mutt be one of indindwU mpon- 
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dibility. 8hould one year's fair trial proTe the publication useful, it 
cannot be doubted that the legislature will extend to it, its fostering 
care. 

Among the uses of such a publication may be mentioned the fol- 
lowing : It will enable us, 

1st To urge the supremacy of common schools over all others, 
as upon them depend the very existence of higher seminaries, colle- 
ges and universities. 

2d. To keep the people of this state familiar with the condition 
and prospects of primary school education every where, and follow 
up the improvements in school houses, bodu, apparatus, the mode 
q[ teaching, dec, &c. 

dd. To publish and explain the school laws, answer the numerous 
questions growing out of them, and enable the officers under them, 
more readily to perform their many important duties. 

4th. To record the vast variety of valuable statistical matter ac- 
cumulating from time to time in the several towns, and condense and 
arrange it systematically for common use ; and especially to give 
the best portions of the many school reports that come in at the end 
of the year. 

Finally, gentlemen, may I, in this undertaking, rely upon your 
prompt, zealous and unabated co-operation 1 If so, most heartily 
shall I rejoice that I have addressed you this circular. Think the 
matter over ; mention it in your districts ; urge its paramount im« 
portance, and act, as I know you will, for the good of the state. An 
answer at your earliest convenience is respectfully solicited. 

Your obedient servant, 

F. SAWYER, 

SmperintendetU P^tic iutrucHaiu 

(I) 

Circular to Prosecuting Attorneys. 

Office Superintendent Public Instruction, 
Ann Arhorf 1841. 

2\> the Prosecuting Attorney of County: 

Sir — ^From information received at this office, it is feared that 

lawless individoals are committing depredationt upon the university 
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and echool landa Bituated in your ooimiy. You an hereby i 
zed and required to prosecute, in my name, all such indiTidufili^ ^-f- 
ing lenity in no case, except on a prompt and fnll payment of all 
damages, and then not it you sball be ntisfiad that proaecutirai olona 
will prevent like depredations in future. 

F. SAWYER, Jr., 
JSt^erintaideiU PMU i 



(J) 

Fom of eerHfieaU istned to pwduutrt wider law of fait wintar. 
In the name of the people of Michigan, I, Franklin Sawyer, Jti^ 
superintendent of public instruction, agreeably to the proriKODB of 
the revised sUtbtes and the acts amendatory thereof, hareby eertiTy, 
that Dt a private sole on the day of 

eight hundred and forty- 



of 




and state of 


for and ie 


1 consideratioa 


of the sun 


lof 






dollan, 


purchased 


the land described oa 


follows, that is to say 












of seclioa 


No. 


ii 


I township No. 


of range No. 


COD. 


taining 









returns at dollars per acre. 

And 1 do further certify, that the consideration received therefor 
from the said purchoaer, is the sum of dollars ; 

and that the consideration to be paid by the said purchaser, is the 
sum of dollars, to be paid in the 

manner following, to wit ; Ten per centum of said first mentioned 
sum, in one year from the date of this contract ; five per centum on 
the first day of March, A. D. 1S4 , making, with the ten per cen- 
tum paid at the time of sole, the twenty-five per centum re<]uired by 
the act of April 13, 1841 ; the payment of the balance of principal 
to remain suspended at the option of the said purchoaer, but the in- 
terest of seven per centum upon the whole antount of principal un- 
paid, to be paid annually on the first day of Marchin each and every 
year, at the office of said superiDiendent of public instruction : Pn* 
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vided, that whenever any interest shall remain unpaid more than 
sixty days after the same shall have become due, the whole amount 
of such principal shall thereupon become due and payable : Provi" 
ded further^ that in case of the non-payment of the above instal- 
ments of ten and five per centum, by the said purchaser or by any 
person or persons claiming under then this certificate shall 

be utterly void and of no effect, and all the right, title and interest 
of the said ^ or of any person 

or persons claiming under of, in and to the aforesaid 

described land, shall be absolutely void, and the full title to such land 
and the right to the possession thereof shall re-vest in the state, and 
the said superintendent may take possession thereof and re-sell the 
same pursuant to law : Provided furtlier^ that the said instalments 
and the whole of said principal may be paid before they become due 
by giving three months^ notice to said superintendent. 

Given under my hand and seal, this day of 184 . 

In presence of 

[l. s.] 

Superintendent of Pvhlic htstructiojL 

(K.) 

Superintendent of Public Instruction^ in account with the University 

and School Funds — School Fund, 

1841. DR. 

Dec. 1. To cash, 10 per cent on sales since 19th April, (6,853 84 



do 


instalments on contracts, 


2,308 48 


do 


interest on contracts. 


2,709 39 


do 


use of lands. 


64 10 


do 


received of late superintendent, instal- 






ment, 


13 69 




University Fund, 




To cash. 


f 10 per cent on sales. 


844 08 


do 


instalments on contracts, 


224 00 


do 


interest on contracts. 


238 21 


do 


received of late superintendent, instal* 






ments $20 67— interest (10 37, 


31 04 




tl3,286 78 



VoL n. 82 
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1841. CR. 




Dec. 1. By expenses of office, 

postage, 
office rent. 


«251 08 
20 50 
19 50 


adverlising sales in different nows- 

pnpera, 
expenses of sales in IB cownties, 
paid for new ledger, 
couniy clerk, Waslitenaw, (old 
claim,) 


189 00 
140 93 
20 00 

8 19 


clurk hire to date, 


295 00 


loans. 


eoo 00 


lujcun-ent funds, (Iialik of Michi- 


110 00 




(ii,mi 28 


omount deposited. 


11,423 53 
1113,286 78 



[No. a] 

Annual Report of tiie Attorney General. 

To the Legislature of Ae State of Micron .• 

In compHonce with the low requiring the attorney geneml *'(o 
make and submit to the legislature at the commencement of th« an- 
nual session, a report of all the official business done by him during 
the preceding year," I have the honor to present the annexed sched- 
ule, (marked A,) which will exhibit a brief summary of the business 
performed by me since the 17th day of April last, when I entered 
upon the duties of the office. The explanatory remarks accompany- 
ing the several causes inventoried in the schedule, will present to 
the view of ihe legislature the general character of the business tnms- 
Bcled ; and if a more particular statement Is desired, it will most 
cheerfully be communicated. 

The annexed schedule, (marked B,) is an abstract of the annual 
reports made by the prosecuting attorneys of the several counties, as 
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required by law, showing the official business done by them during 
the past year. No reports have been received from the counties of 
Clinton, Ingham, Allegan and Mackinac. With the exception of 
these, the schedule embraces every county in the state, and furnish- 
an exhibition, such as is contemplated by the law requiring it to be 
made, of " the amount and kind of business done, the number of per- 
sons prosecuted, the crimes and misdemeanors for which such prose- 
cutions were had ; the results thereof, and the punishment awarded 
against the persons convicted thereon/' 

It will be seen that a much larger amount of criminal business is 
done in the county of Wayne, even in the proportion of its popula- 
tion, than in any other county. This is satisfactorily accounted for, 
when it is considered that the city of Detroit is situated within its 
limits. It has become a truism, that crime abounds more in town 
than in country. This fact, in connection with the great facility of 
access to Detroit from other states, and its proximity to Canada, have 
conspired to render it an inviting stopping place for criminal offen- 
ders ; and there exists, consequently, the greater necessity for vigi- 
lance on the part of our public officers, in detecting and prosecuting 
and punishing them. The increase of crime in Wayne county, sug- 
gested the organization, in 1840, of " the district court for the coun- 
ty of Wayne." This is exclusively a criminal court ; and while it 
relieves the circuit court of much of the business which formerly 
burdened it, it insures to those charged with crime, what they have 
a right to demand, a speedy trial and a prompt acquittal or convic- 
tion. On account of this peculiarity in the criminal jurisprudence 
of Wayne county, I have annexed to schedule (B,) copious extracts 
of the report of the prosecuting attorney of that county, in which al- 
lusion is made to the practical operation of this new court, and the 
benefits resulting from its establishment. Some valuable suggestions 
are also contained in his report, in relation to existing defects in our 
criminal law, requiring correction. ^ 

The law prescribing the duties of the attorney general, has en- 
joined it upon him to accompany his report " with such observations 
and statements as, in his opinion, the criminal jurisprudence and the 
proper and economical administration of the criminal law of the state 
shall warrant and require." I would, therefore, invite the attention 
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of the legislnlure lo a few defecls which appear to exist in our \sws, 
and respectfully recommend that they be remedied by legislatiTD en- 
act men I. 

1. At ilie last EGssion of the legislature, an act was passed entitlecl 
•' An act to preserve the purity of elections," A:c. (See session laws - 
of 1841, page IHa.) By this law, it is not declared lo be a criiainal 
oSence lo vote more than once at the same election, provided ike 
person doing so be a qualified roler. Section three declares that 
" every person, not a qualijied voter, who shall vote more than once. 
Arc, shall be judged guilty of a misdemeanor" — but a qUaliJied rater 
Dioy vole twice or thrice with impunity. Section ihree, of chapter 
five of llie revi^ laws, (page 23,) made proper provision for such 
a case ; but this section was repealed by the law of last ses^n. 
The omission was evidently on inadvertent one, and ^uld be reo- 
lified. 

2. Several instances have occurred, during the past year, of per- 
sons having in their possession forged certificates of deposit, (pur- 
porting to have been given by the cashiers of some eastern bauks,^ 
with the intent to pass the same ; but, upon their arrest, it vtbb di»- 
covered that it was not made a criminal oSence, and ihey were dis- 
charged. Section two of chapter five, entitled "Of forgery and 
counterfeiting," (page 684,) revised laws, declares it to be criminal 
and punishable to pass any forged accountable receipt for money ; 
but it is no where declared criminal lo have it in possession with tn- 
tent to pass. This species of crime has become one of frequent oc- 
currence, and should be provided against 

3. The converse of the preceding case is found in section eight of 
the same jtlntule. By this sp.clinn, it is mado a punishnlile offence 
lo hace in possession, aiih intent lo pass, counterfeit bills of banks of 
other stales ; but it is no where declared to be criminal to pass such 
bills. Instances have occurred, during the InsI year, of indictments 
found against persona for passing counterfeit bills of banks in otfaer 
states, and quashed by the court upon the distinct ground that it was 
not a criminal offence by our statute. Section six of the same sta- 
tute declares that the passing of counterfeit bills of any bank in Mi- 
chigan, shall be punishable, but is silent as to the passing of bills of 
foreign banks. No good reason exists, it appeus to me, for any di»- 
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tinction between passing counterfeit hillsj whether they be of banks 
of our own or of sister states. The same monil guilt attaches in ei- 
ther case. And the evils resulting from the latter are by far the 
greatest. Nearly all the counterfeit bills in circulation in our state, 
are of banks of eastern states. Indeed, in the present condition of 
our own domestic institutions, but little temptation is presented to 
rogues to counterfeit their notes. 

4. No provision is made by law, it is believed, for the disposition 
to be made of moneys collected by prosecuting attorneys upon for' 
felted recognizances. The twelfth section of the session laws of 1840, 
provides that upon the forfeiture of recognizances in criminal cases, 
execution may issue as in other cases ; but provision is no where 
made for the disposition of such moneys, when collected. I would 
respectfully suggest, whether it would not be expefdient to provide 
by law that all ^uch moneys shall be paid to the county treasurers, 
and be by them appropriated, under the direction of the county com- 
missioners, towards defraying the expenses of the courts in the seve- 
ral counties. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Z. PLATT, Attorney General 

Detroit, December 23, 1841. 



(A.) 

Statement of official business transacted since the nth April f 1841, 
including proceedings at Law and in Chancery. 

Washtenaw Circuit, 
The ten following entitled causes were appeals taken from the 
decisions of the board of appraisers appointed under the law of 1840, 
to appraise damages done by the State to individuals in the prosecu- 
lion of the works of internal improvement 

The Board of Internal Improvement, ads, Justin Baker. 
June circuit. Tried cause, verdict for plaintiff, $160 00. By 
consent of parties, stay of proceedings ordered, and the cause is 
taken to the supreme court upon a question of law reserved. 
The Board of Internal Improvement, ads. Simeon Mills. 
June circuit Tried cause, verdict, $70 00 
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The Board of Inlernal Improvement, a/it. Gerril C, Yenance. 
June circuit Tried cause, verdici, $16 00 

The Board of internal Iraprovemcnl ads. K^nnith Davidson. 
June circuit. Tried cause, verdict, 9400 00 

Tlie Board of Internal Improvemcnl ads. Iliram W. Goodrich. 
June circuit. Tried cause, verdict, $260 00 

The Board of Internal Improveciont ads. Edward Mundy. 
June circuit. Tried cause, verdict, S141 00 

The Board of Internal Improvement ads. John Gilbert. 
October circuit. Tried cause, verdict, 81,000 00 

Ttic Board of Internal improvement aih. Simeon Mtll^ 
This cause was tried in June lost, as above stated j liat tlie court, 
upon motion of the clainmnt, ordered a new trial upon the ground 
thut they had improperly permitted the attorney general, upon lliB 
trial of the cause, to give evidence of the general enhanced value 
of ihe claimant's land by reason of tlie said road. 

November term. Tried cause anew, verdict, $150 00 

The Board of Internal Improvement adt. Gerrit C. Yerrance. 
The lilie as in the loal cose. Verdict, «16S 44 

The Board of Internal Improvement ads. Sally Nosli. 

The claimant waa non-suited. 

The Board of Internal Improvement ads. Reuben C. Brock and 

Newel French. 

This was a claim for damages, under the same low, growing oat 

of non-fulfillment of coutioct, and was referred to the judges of tha 

circuit court 

Tried cause, and the judges awarded tl,000 00 

Shiajcassee Circuit. 

The Board of Inlemal Improvement ads. A. S. and B. O. Williams^ 

This was a claim for damages similar to the last preceding, and 

an appeal taken from the board of appraisers. 

October circuiL Tried cause, verdici, $350 00 

Macomb Circuit. 
Board of [nlernaj Improvement ads. Jeremiah H. Cruttenden. 
The same as last preceding. November term, tried cause, ver~ 
diet, 990 00 
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Jackson Circuit. 
The Board of Internal Improvement ads. William H. Croas. 

The same as last preceding. October circuit, tried cause, ver- 
dict, $697 00 

Stevens T. Mason, Gov. &c., vs. William Ford and Jerry Ford. 

Attachment suit brought by the late attorney general. October 
circuit. The venue was changed from Jackson to Wayne circuit, 
where it is now pending. 

United States Circuit Court. 
The Board of Internal Improvement ads. Robert J. Vandewater and 

others. 

This was originally an action of replevin brought by the board of 
internal improvement, and pending in the state of New York. By 
consent it was discontinued, and an amicable suit instituted in the 
circuit court of the United States for Michigan, to try the matter in 
difference between the parties. The plaintiffs, (composing the Na- 
tion line transportation company,) claimed to recover for the trans- 
portation of a quantity of railroad iron ; and also claimed payment 
for the amount of certain dishonored drafts received by them from 
the commissioners for previous transportation. The cause was tried 
in November, at Detroit The plaintifi failed to substantiate their 
claim upon the drafb ; and obtained a verdict only for the balance 
appearing to be justly due for transportation and incidentol charges, 

Wayne Circuit. 
Board of Internal Improvement ads. John Chamberlin. 

Claim for damages for non-fulfillment of contract, and referred to 
the judges of Wayne circuit. 

Tried cause. The judges awarded $6,244 52 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs. Benja- 
min Porter. 

This suit was brought by my predecessor, for the double purpose 
of collecting a balance due by defendent to the State Bank, (assign- 
ed to the state,) and of settling the accounts of the defendant, as 
acting commissioner for building the state penitentiary. The cause 
was referred to auditors, who reported their proceedings and their 
award to the circuit court for Wayne county, and the cause came on 
to trial upon their report, at the last term of that court* 

r 
. -A 
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The defendatit was tJlowed for expenditures, &C., as c 
er, and for equilnble albwancea made lo him, tK2,l83 C 

He was charged with balaooe due to State 

Bank, 81,532 81) 

Cash advanced by auditor general, being 

first apprapriation for tlie building of 

penitentiary, 20,863 34 



lA 



Verdict was rendered for balance, 819,728 88 



The Michigan Slate Banlc, for use of State of Michigan, m. Benja- 
min Porter and Amnsn B. Gibson. 
This suit was brought at the last lerai of the circuit court in Jack- 
son county, lo recover a cash account appearing to be due by the 
defendants, lo the amount of $23,353 37 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs. Abra- 
ham L. Schoolcraft and Abel Godard. 
Suit upon a note assigned by the Stale Bank to the Auditor Gene- 
ral. 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan vs. Timo- 
thy G. Hadley and John Hamilton. 
The like. 
The Michigan Stale Bank, for use of State of Michigan vt. Na- 
thaniel W. Brooks. 
The like. 
The Michigan State Banlt, for use of State of Michigan, iw. Charles 
Bissell. 
The like. 
The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs. Elijah 
J. Roberts. 
The like. 
The Michigan State Bank, for tise of State of Michigan, tu. John 
£. Schwarz. 
The like. 
The Michigan Slate Bank, for use of State of Michigan, tw. Darid 
C. McKinstry. 
The Uke. 
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The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan^ ts. Shel* 

don McKnight "• 

The like. 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Micliigany vs. Lucius 

Lyon and Asa Sprague. 
The like. 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of MichigaUf vs, Charles 

W. Whipple and John Newell. 
The like. 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs. Elijidi 

F. Cook. 
The like. * 

The Michigan State Bank, for wie of State of Michigan, vs. Elisha * 

S. Avery and Charles Eldredge. 

The like. 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs. Conrad 

Ten Eyck and David C. McKinstry. 

The like. 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs. James 

Beaubien. 

I*he like. 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs. Henry 

Beaubien and Simon Poupard. 

The like. 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs. Charlea 

H. Stewart 
The like. 

Tlie Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs. An- 
drew T. McReynolds. 
The like. 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs. Abra- 
ham Smolk. 
The like, on account 
The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs. George 

a Bates. 
The like. 

The Michigan State Bank, for use of State of Michigan, vs. John 

Norvell. 
The like. 

VoLlL 58 
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f Ttn Mkhigao Slate Bank, for use of State of Michigftn. rs. Conrad 

iL*^ ^ TenEyck. 

j- ■ ^ T^^l"^"'- 

^* The Michigan Slate Bank, for use of State of Michigan, v». IcHak 

\ Van Fossen. 

f The like. 

Auditor General vs. Hemnn R. HonletL 
1^ Foreclosed morlgaga in Shiawassee county. 

W ^ Auditor General vs. OrvUle Steevens. 

w *^^ Foreclosed mortgage in Macomb county. 

Auditor General vs. Lucius Lyon. 
Foreclosed mortgoge in Livingston county, ■* 

h Auditor General cj. William F. Mosely. 

X Foreclosed mortgage in Kalamazoo county. 

_■ Supreme Court. 

The People, at the relation of Prescoll B. Thurston, m. Porter &V 
bee. 
Proceeding!! by pio toarranli), to oust the defendant from the office 
of judge of pTotxUe of Macomb county, upon the ground that Pre** 
colt B. Thurston, and not Porter Kibbee, was duly elected to that 
office. 

< In Ciaoeery. 

The Attorney Genaral nt. The Bank oT Michigan. 
Instituted proceedings on the 11th June, 1841, under tba "Actio 
* provide for proceedings against coiporationsi and for otitsr purpt^ 

sea," approved June 21, 1837. The bill charged that the bank had 
violated its charter, and was insolven}, and prayed injunction, and 
the apporutment of receivers; The chancellor granted an order for 
injunction, but could not, by the rules and practice of the court, en- 
tertain the motion for the appointownt of receivers, until the defen- 
dants had answered the complainant's bill. 

The cause was argued on the 31st July, upon iill and wpplsMSK- 
ial MU, and annixr filed ; and on the 18th August, the chancellor 
denied the motion for appointment of receivers, and dissolved ibe 
injunction. 

State of Michigan m. Norman Little and othara, directors and stock- 
holders of the Safpnaw City bank. 
The state holds *2,34T of the bills of the Saginaw Ci^ l»ak. 
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having received the same from the Michigan state bank, and this suit 
is brought to enforce payment of the tame, against the directors'atfd 
stockholders. 

By the twenty-first section of the. general baokiikg law, the ditre* 
tors are made liable, in their individual capacity, to the full amount 
of the indebtedness of the bank ; and each of the stockholders is taade 
liable therefor, in proportion to his amount of stock. . * 

The sixth section of the same statute deolaires that the mMgages 
given to the auditor general to secure the payment of fbe liabilities ^ ' ^ 
of the different banks under the general banking law, shall be held - ''^ 

by him ** as collateral security for the final payment of all debts^nd ' ^ 
liabilities, &c, after the liabilities of the directors and stockhold$f» 
shall have heen found insy^cien^ for the payment qf the sameP -f. ^ 

It will be seen, therefore, that, although the mortgages executed ^\ 
under this law may be regarded as security for the ultimate payment 



of the debts intended to be secured by them, a bank creditort (such 
as is the state of Michigan in this instance,) cannot resort to the 
bank mortgages and seek payment by a foreclosure of them, with- 
out first endeavoring to collect his debt of the directors and stock- 
holders. 

State of Michigan m. Orrin Howe and others, directors iand stock- 
holders of the bank of Saline. 

The state holds %\fiW of the bills of the bank of Saline, and this 
suit, like the preceding one, is brought to collect the same from the 
directors and stockholders. 

Auditor General, impM, &c., ads. Hugh Robinson. 

This suit was brought by the complainant to forceclose a mort- 
gage. The auditor general was made a party defendant as hohUdg 
a junior mortgage upon the same premises ; being one of the mort- 
gages given to secure the payment of the liabilities of ^e ba^ -of 
Brest 

Circuit Court United Slates — In Chancery. 
The State Treasurer, imp'd, &c, ads, Richard Suydam. 

This suit is brought by the complainant to enforce a pretended 
lien upon certain lands heretofore mortgaged to the state treasurer 
by Schuyler Bodges and others. 



i 
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(B.) 






Jlbelract of Reports cf PTfaeenling Atlorniys eshihiting the 


crimiiMi/ 




pTOseeMions of ISil. 






Berrien County— N. Bacon, ProtsaUing Allornty. 




4 


Unpc, 


1 




Perjury, 


I 


t 


Burglary, 


8 


i 


Larceny, 


IS 


r 


Receiving stolen goods. 


6 


Counterfeiting coin. 


4 




Aiding prisoners lo escape. 


S 




Gross leivdness, 


3 


1 


Official raisconduci. 


1 


% 


Keeping disorderly hoase. 


X 


v^ 


Keeping nine pin alley. 


& 




Assault and battery. 


8 

• 

47 




Convicted and sentenced to peaitenikry, 


5 




Convicted and sentenced to county jail, 


4 




Discharged, 


14 




Still pending. 


24 
— 47 




BraMh County— E. G. FvUer, Proteentaig AUoneg. 






Rape, 


1 




Burglary, 


I 




L&rceny, 


4 




Fusing coimtsrfeit money. 


1 




Riot, 


7 




Anault and battery. 


1 




Halidous trespass, 


2 




Convicted and sentenced to county jail, 


IT 

4 




Discharged, 


9 




Still pending. 


4 
— 17 








Perjury, 


1 



I 



4 
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Defacing town records, 

Larceny, 

Receiving stolen goods. 

Counterfeiting coin. 

Cheating, 

Illegal voting, 

Riot and assault. 


1 
1 
1 
8 
1 
1 
4 


Assaulting officer, 

Selling liquor without licence, 

Mill pond nuisance, 

Constahle not paying over money collected. 


1 
3 
2 
1 


Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary. 
Convicted and sentenced to pay fine, 


21 

1 

2 


Convicted and ordered to abate nuisance, 


1 


Discharged, 
Still pending, 


12 

5 
— 21 


Cass County — E. 8. 8mithf Prosecuting Attorney. 
Assault With intent to murder, 


1 


Perjury, * 

Forgery, 

Larceny, 

Passing counterfeit money. 

Polygamy, 

Illegal voting. 

Assault and battery. 


1 
1 
8 
1 
1 
1 
5 


Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary. 
Convicted and judgment suspended. 
Convicted and sentenced to pay fine. 


19 
2 

1 

5 


Discharged, 

Still pending, ^ 


6 

5 
— 19 


Eaton County'^-John WiUardj Prosecuting Attorney. 
Perjury, 
AflBault with intent to murder, 


2 
1 
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\ Adultery, 

r A^hult anil battery, 

^ Sllll pending, 

I Gcntsee County — James Birdsalt, PrMeeuling Attorney. 

* Perjury, 

J' Urcpny, 

^ Adultery, 

^ Gross fraud, 

' Disturbing religions worship) ] 

li_. Keeping nine pin nlley, 

hL . Aesatilt and baltcry, 

l| Selling liquor wilbout licence. 

Convicted and sentenced to pay Hue, S 

Convicted and judgnient suspended, t 

Convicted and discharged on nccoiint of extxeme youlJi, I 

. DiBcharged, 2 

Still pending, 19 

— S 
EHUdale County— W. W. Afwpily, PnneMxg Attorney. 

Assault with intent to conunit rape, 

t'erjury, 

Larceny, 

Selling liquor without licence, 

Setting up tavern sign without licence. 

Obstructing Bheriff, &c, 

Assault and battery, 

Seeping nuisance on premises, 

1 

Convicted and sentenced to pay fine, S 

Discharged, 4 

Still pending, 12 

— 1 
Jacicton County— PAiwa* Farrand,- Protecuting Auomey. 

Murder, 

Assault with inteot to murder, 

Perjury, 
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• 

Forgery, 1, 

Larceny, 1 

Passing counterfeit money, 1 

Obtaining goods by false pretences, 2 

Elscaping from penitentiary, 3. 

Adultery, 3. 

Illegal horse racing, I 

Disturbing religious worship, 2 

Assault and battery, 3 

Cruel treatment of a boy, X 

21 

Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, * 2 

Convicted and sentenced to pay fine, 8 

Discharged, 4 ' 

Still pending, 12 

— 2X 

Ionia County — Cyms Lovellj ProsecuHng Attorney. 

Forgery^ I 

Larceny, ' X 

Passing counteirfeit money, X 

Obtaining money under false pretences, X . 

Selling liquor to Indians, 2 

Selling liquor without licence, 3 

Assault and battery, 2 

IX. 

Convicted and sentenced to pay fine, 2 

Discharged, 1 

Still pending, 8 

— IX 

Kalamazoo Couniy^^David B. Webster ^ Prosecuting Attorney. 

Murder, - X 

Assault with intent to murder, X 

Aiding and abetting in murder, X 

Perjury, 1 

Larceny, 1 

Counterfeiting coin, 1 

Riot, 7 
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Obtaining gooda under &lw pretence^ 1 

Puung counterfeit money, S 

Horse ateftling, -1 

Obstructing public officer, 1 

Disturbing raligioua worship, 1 

Anault and batteiy, ] 

21 

Convicted and judgment sui p eiided, 1 

Discbsrged, 10 

Still ponding, 10 

— 31 
Kaa Comtf—LooeH Moorej Pmecutuig AOtnuf. 
Selling liquor without licence, 1 

Selling liquor to Indians, 3 

Grocer keeping gambling implementi^ 1 

Assault and battery, 3 

7 
Oltmoa Cotttiiy — Lovell Moore, ProteaUing AUoni«yi 

Perjury — still pending, 1 

Lapeer County — Jit Wianer, Protecuitng AUorney. 

Assault with intent to murder, J 

Assault upon minister of the gospel, 7 

Passing counterfeit money, 1 

Indecency, I 

Assault and battery, 8 

13 

Convicted and judgment su^ended, 1 

Discharged, 8 

Still pending, 4 

— 13 
Leiuaeee County — A. H. Tiffany, ProteaUing Attorney 
Assault with intent to murder, 1 

Perjury, 1 

Larceny, S 

Receiving stolen goods, 1 

Aiding in concealing goods, 1 

Accessary to luceny, 1 
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Passing counterfeit money, 1 

Embezzlement, 1 

Oppressive execution of process by officer, 1 

Assault and battery, 3 

15 

Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, 1 

Discharged, 1 

Still pending, 13 

— 15 

IdtingsUm CowUy — Daniel C. Marshf Prosecuting Attorney. 

Larceny, 1 

Obtaining goods by false pretences, 2 

Challenging to fight duel, 1 

Resisting officer, 8 

Buggery, 1 

Adultery, 1 



Discharged, 2 

Still pending, 7 

— 9 

Macomb Countt^ — J, J, Leonard^ Prosecuting Attorney, 
Larceny, 8 

Obtaining goods by false pretences, 
Issuing spurious money, 
Riot, 

Resisting public officer. 
Assault and battery, 

8 
Convicted and sentenced to pay fine, 2 

Discharged, 2 

Still pending, 4 

Monroe County^L P. Ckrisiiancy^ Prosecuting Attorney. 

Perjury, 2 

Forgery, 2 

Arson, 8 

Larceny, 10 
Vol. IL 54 
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Beoeinng atolen good^ 

Counterfeiting coin, 

H«Ting oon&terr«it bilk with Intctrt to pMV 

Conspintcy, 

Riot, 

DIsorderiy conduct. 

Fornication, 

Keeping gaming liouae. 

Horse racing on the Sabbath, 

Halidona Ire^MBS, 

Trespaaa on acbool lands, 

Asnult and battery, 

eo 

Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, 1 

Convicted and sentenced to county jail and fined, 18 

Discharged, 14 

Still pending, 32 

— 60 
Oakland County — George W. Wianer, ProsecuUng Attomeg. 
Bntinesa on hand undispoted of, token the ProteaUing AUomey mu 

appointfd, to Kit: 20th April, 1841. 

Assault wilh intent to murder, 1 

I^arceny, 7 

Passing counterreit money, 1 

Aiding prisoner to escape, 1 

Riot, X 

Conspiracy, 1 

Libel, a 

Fraud under general banking law, 1 

Gross lewdness, 3 

Gaining, 4 

Selling liquor without licence, 4 

Assault and battery, 7 

SS 

Convicted— sentence not stated, 4 

Discharged, 10 

Still pending, 18 
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Business originaiing since iQlh of Apr U. 

Assault with intent to murder, 1 

Perjury, 6 

Arson, 1 

Larceny, 13 

Accessory to larceny, 1 

Receiving stolen goods, 3 

Obtaining goods by false pretences, 2 

Counterfeiting coin, 1 

Aiding prisoner to escape, ft 

Adultery, ' 1 

Riot, 8 

Official misconduct, 8 

Selling liquor without licence, 1 

Keeping up nuisance, 1 

Cruelty to animals, 1 

Assault and battery, 2 

40 

Convicted — sentence not stated, 

Discharged, % 

Still pending, 28 

— 40 

Shiawassee Connt^ — Sanford M. tiff eene, Prosecuting Attorney. 
Peijury, 
Forgery, 
Laroeny, 

Cruel treatment of child, 
Aaaanlt and battery, 

8 
Convicted and judgment 8uq>ended, 1 

Convicted and fined, 1 

Discharged, 8 

Still pending, 4 

— 
at Joseph Countp^C. Gwmeyt Prosecuting Attorney. 

Aflwnlt with intent to murder, ^ 1 

Threatening to stab, 1 



^^^^^^^^H 
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AmsuU wilb iment to commit rape, 






Perjury, 






Larceny, 




i 


Having counterfeit billa with intent to pom. 






Bigamy, 






House breaking, 






Breaking jail, 






Illegal voting. 




t 


Resisting public officer. 
Gross fraud, 






Selling liquor without licence, 






Forcible entry and detainer. 






Assault and battery. 


21 




Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary. 


3 



Convicted and sentenced to county jail and fined. 
Discharged, 12 

Still pending, 4 

— 81 
St. Clair Coutiiif—True P. Tuektr, ProteatOtg AOornep. 
Perjury, S 

Adultery, 2 

Larceny, 1 

Assault with intent to commit rape, 1 

7 
Conricted and sentenced to penitentiary, i 

Still pending, 

_ 7 

Ton Bvren Comtf—A. W. Brovghion, ProKoOa^ AOomef. 
Lareeny, 1 

Illegal voting, 1 

I Assaulting public officer, ' t 

Assault and battery, 1 

6 

Convicted and sentoncsd to penitontiary, I 

Still pending, 4 
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Wtuhtenaw County — E. LawreneCj ProseetUing Attorney. 

Perjury, 1 

Forgery, 1 

Burglary, 1 

House breaking, 3 

Attempt to rob, 1 

Larceny, 7 

Obtaining money by false pretences, 2 

Conspiracy, j 8 

Adultery, 1 

Assault upon public officer, 1 

Assault and battery, 2 



Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, 

do do county jail and fined. 

Discharged, 
Still pending. 



23 
8 
2 

8 

10 
— 28 



Wayne County — James A. Van Dyke^ Prosecuting Attorney. 
Murder, 2 

Assault with intent to murder, 2 

Rape, 8 

Assault with intent to commit rape, 2 

Mayhem, 
Perjury, 
Forgery, 

Destroying ballot box, 
Neglect of duty as inspector of election^ 
Illegal voting, 

Larceny, 25 

Receiving stolen goods, 4 

Passing counterfeit money, 2 

Having counterfeit bills with intent, &&» 2 

Obtaining goods upon false pretences, 5 

Malicious destruction of property, 4 

Resisting officer, 4 

Conspiracy, 8 
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Keeping bawdy Iwqib, S 

Anuilt Knd battery, 38 

108 

Convicted and sentenced to penitentiaiy, SB 

do do county jail ind fined, 8& 

do aentenco wipended, 4 

DiKherged, 90 

Still pending 18 

—108 
SeeapUtUaHvH, 

Huider, 4 

AMBult with intent to murder, 11 

Aiding ami abetting in do - 1 

Threatening to etab, 1 

Ma^em, 1 

Rape, 5 

Anault with intent, &c., 5 

Perjury, 94 

Forgery, H 

Defacing town records, | 

Destroying ballot box, I 

Burglary, ^ 

Attempt to rob, j 

Horse stealing, j 

Larceny, jjl 

Receiving stolen goods, 14 

Counterfeiting coin, q 

Issuing spurious money, ] 

Passing counterfeit money, IS 

Having counterfeit bills with intent, Ste^ 8 

Escaping from state prison, 8 

Breaking jail, ^ 

Aiding prisoners to escape, 5 

Polygamy, I 

Bigamy, I 

Adultery and fornicatioi), U 
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Buggery, 1 

Indecency and gross lewdness, 6 

Keeping disorderly house, 5 

Disorderly conduct, 1 

Cruel treatment to children, 2 

Cruelty to animals, 1 

Oppression by public officer, 1 

Resisting public officer, 15 

Cheating and gross fraud, 8 

Fraud under general banking law, 1 

Obtaining goods under fadse pretences, 16 

Graming, 5 

Embezzlement^ 1 

Conspiracy, 16 

Challenging to fight duel, 1 

Official misconduct, 4 

Illegal horse racing, 4 

DisturlHng religious worship, 13 

Illegal voting, 4 

Neglect of duty as inq>ector of elections, 1 

Libel, 2 

Riot, 42 

Assault and battery, 88 

Mill pond nuisance, 2 

Keeping nuisaace on premisei^ 2 

Belling Hquor without license, 22 

Selling I^uor to Indians, 5 

Malicious trespass, 4 

Trespass on school landb, 6 '-^ 

Keeping nine pin alley, 6 

Constable not paying over money collected, 1 

Forcible entry and detainer, 8 

Malicious destruction of property, 4 

Total, 553 

CoBviotad Imd sentenced to penitentiary, 41 

do do county jail or fined, 79 
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Cqnvicted and judgment suspended, 
do judgment not sluled, 

do ordered lo abate 

Discharged, 

8li|] pending. 



7b Ihe Hon. Z. Platt, ACtomfy General of the Suue of Michigan : 
The undersigned, prosecuting attorney of the county of Wayne, 
respectfully reports, that on the last day of December, in the year 
eighieen hundred and forly, I made out and Submitted lo your prefte> 
cesser, my report for Q period of lime preceding thai day ; and Iho 
following ia intended (o embrace the year which Laa now nearly 
elapaed, since the dale of my said lost report. 

J am aware that a section of the revised statutes requires a report 
of this kind, to conloin a particular account of the amount and kind 
of official business done in the course of the preceding year, by tho 
proeecuting attorney. But a literal compliance with said section, 
would not be practicable, and, even if practicable, would aeitber be 
oseful nor interesting. ' 

In the course of the year, a prosecuting attorney is called upon 
almost daily, to advise with some one of the various civil officers of 
a county, in relation to matters arising in the discharge of their du- 
ties. And an almost unceasing train of attentions and services, not 
particularly defined by law, are incumbent on every prosecuting offi- 
cer, in the faithful execution of his office, a minute detail of whidi 
he cannot keep or give, and which cease to bo intpresting with their 
peiformance. 
' lo Wajme connty, there will prohahly always be a, large number 
of criminal prosecutions, whilst men continue to be subject to do 
wrong. 

This county contains a city, which is the sea-board of the state ; 
situate within sight of a foreign government ; remarkably easy of 
•ocess to, and departure from ; and hence she has within her limits, 
not only a large population of every variety of color, language and 
passions, but ia also continually a place of reaort of ofienders frocn 
this and other states. This renders the office of a prosecutor oier- 
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ous and responsible ; and every day he is engaged in listening to 
complaints, or in investigating them before the justices of tho peace. 
These preliminary examinations before' magistrates, are wise pro- 
visions of the law ; are frequently interesting, and might, perhaps, 
properly be embraced within a report ; but they are so numerous 
that I will not attempt to detail them. 

Of trials before the courts of special sessions, I cannot give any 
catisfactory account. They are frequently carried on without its 
being necessary to notify the prosecuting attorney. 1 have attended 
some ten or fifteen during the past year in the city and county, but 
will not dwell at length upon them, unless you should desire it. 

These courts dispose of a large number of assaults and batteries 
and petty larcenies, which would otherwise infest the courts of high- 
er jurisdiction ; and I think that generally these courts appear to 
answer in this county, the purposes of their organization. 

I suppose that the principal object of requiring these reports, is 
that the legislature may learn something from these sources of the 
moral condition of the state ; of the increase or decrease of crime ; 
of the kind of criminal prosecutions and their results ; of the success 
which, under the laws, attends the administration of criminal justice ; 
and of the defects which exibt in tho Jaw, if any tliere be, and which 
should bo remedied ; so that the law making power may the better 
legislate in matters so intimately concerning life, liberty, character 
and property. 

You are aware, that all criminal prosecutions of a higher grade 
are carried on in this county, in a court of recent organization, call- 
ed "the district court of the county of Wayne," and which, I beg 
leave to say, in every point of view, whether for the guilty or the 
ionocent, for the people of the state as plaint ifis, or of any one of 
Ihem as defendants, or whether for the purpojjcs of economy and the 
speedy and just administration of justice, is a tribunal which, in my 
humble opinion, should not be abolisiied. 

In this court, during the year preceding the date hereof, we have 
bad forty-five jury trials, in four terms of the court. In these trials 
twelve persons were found not guilty ; in two cases the jury disa-r 
greed, and the balance of about thirty persons were found guilty. 

Vol IL 55 
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Thero have l>een nlso tt number of confessions of guilt entered in 
open court. 

Twenty persons Juring the post year have been discharged, afler 
being iuJlcleiL Some in casea of oBsaull nnil Lwllery where the cow- 
p]uinanl9 <ind derenilanis seiiled their own troubles; (wo or rhree 
where the com|ilainant und wimesaea could not be found after seve- 
ral terms, and the balance on iho verdict of the jury. 1 think that 
about a like number of cases were ignored by tho grand jorys, and 
the persons implicated, of course diachnrged. There are a large 
number of indictments on file, whore ihey have been resting fop 
many years, as the dufendonls therein cannot be arrested, having 
fled from justice. But of the cases for trial, where the parlies are 
to be baidi there t^cs not remain more than sis undisposed of. 

Of those who have plead, or beou found guiliy, there are four 
cases in which Gcnlcnccs remain suspended. 

During the past year fifteen persons have been sentenced to pay 
fine and costs ; five to the county jntl, and twenty-five to the state 

[Here follows a detailed statement of the criminal business.] 

Some difference may be found in tho above abstract and the other 
portion of the report, which grows out of the fact, that the above 
includes some cases before courts of special sessions, which was not 
intended when Ihe other part of the report was drawn. 

1 believe the above list will show you that the "kind and amount 
of official business" in Wayne county, is both varied and large. It 
includes olfences of almost every hue, from murder to keeping a 
bawdy house. 

1 hope sincerely that the example of the past year, may deter 
many from pursuing tho dark path of crime. That the fact, that 
twenty-five persons have been sent to the stale's prison in so short a 
period, may induce those who dream that they may commit crime 
and go unpunished, that the eye of the law will detect them, and the 
Stern arm of justice bring lliem to speedy punishment. 

There arc some portions of our laws which, in my humble opi- 
nion, require the prompt action of the legislature. It strikes me, 
however, that only those which absolutely require amendment should 
be touched. Tlie constant change and increase of our laws, ren- 
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ders it highly inconvenient and prejudicial to every interest There 
are, however, two or three subjects which I suggest to you, as pro- 
per ones for the immediate action of the proper power. 

On page 634 of the revised statutes, commences a chapter enti- 
tled *' Of forgery and counterfeiting," which is one of the most im- 
portant in the book. This chapter provides for the forgery of any 
accountable receipt for money, which would include certificates of 
deposit, d:c., but it does not provide punishment for having such in- 
struments in possession, with intent to pass ; nor for having fraudu- 
lent notes with such intent. As I have already had a personal inter- 
view with you on this subject, I will not spin out my report further 
than to notice the law passed last winter, intended to preserve the 
purity of elections, and commencing on page 185 of the session laws 
of 1841. Section three of this act makes it a misdemeanor for any 
person, not a qualified voter^ to vote at any election, or to vote in a 
ward or town in which he does not reside, or to vote more than once 
at the same election. But suppose a person who is a qualified voter 
shall vote more than once at the same election, what punishment is 
provided for him ? It may be said that it was the intention of the 
legislature to cover this case. But penal statutes must be construed 
strictly, and there is no doubt as to what the words of this section in 
plain English mean ; and, moreover, the legislature, in passing this 
law, repealed the provisions of the revised statutes providing for such 
a case as this. On a revisal of the whole of this chapter, the same 
difficulty as the one above alluded to, will be found running through- 
out 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

JAMES A. VAN DYKE, 
Prosecuting Attorney y Wayne co., Mich. 

Detroit^ December 24, 1841. 

N. B. The above report, after being printed and while yet in the 
office of the state printer, was destroyed byfire ; and it became ne- 
cessary, therefore, to prepare and print another. This will account 
for the delay in its appearance. 

Z. PLATT, Attorney General. 
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Of FirK OF KtATK fleOlXJOlBT, ? M 

Dclniit, .knuary -Jft, l?i4i. ^ l 

TV Ihr Hon. Senate and Hotae of Jlrprexcntaliets of Michigaa : 

I Imve llio honor to lay beroro you ibe riTCorapanying report, rela- 
tive lo tho pTogr<i88 whicli haa been nwde ui th» grological and lope** 
gnipliical surveys of our slate, since tlio dnte of the last re|Mrl from 
tUb Ji*[«rlmcnl. In this eoromnRicatimi my remarks will tie coiv 
finraJ nlnio« i;xchsively, to llie condilion and woqIs of tliu Jrfinrl- 
menl, leaving the details of what ho* bcea accomplished for the final 
roporl, upon the wholw work. 

During the current year the geolagical and topogmpliical surveya 
have prujressedsleodily towards completion, though in consequence 
of tho reduction of the numhiT engaged in the work, which become 
necessary in consequence of llif cumiinrQlively sninl! nmoiint of funds 
applicable lo that object, the amount of work accomplished has been 
somewhat less than that of the preceding year. The labor so applied 
has been chifly devoted to the westerly portion of the upper peoiii- 
sulo, including a part of that which may be designated aaihe moun- 
tainous district of our state, while a smaller proportioo of the labor 
has been directed towards a closing up and completion of (he surveys 
upon the lower, or southern peninsula. 

In connection with duties assigned mc relative to the boundary 
line between our own stoto and Wisconsin, I have been enabled to 
complete a very perfect Geological section of nearly 160 miles in 
length, crossing from the mouih of Montreal river of take Superior, 
to the mouth of the Monominee river of Green Bay, a district highly 
interesting both in its geological and topographical features. This 
section crosses the upper peninsula somewhat further weal, than any 
of the seclioiM I have heretofore made. 

In addition to this a large amount of work has been performed in 
the mountainous region slrelchiug from Montreal river to Ontona- 
gon river, and extending southerly from lake Superior, a distance of 
•ome forty miles, iucluding what may be termed the loeslerly portion 
«f tho copper district, within our state. Tbie district bad be^ but 
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Ipartiaily examined the preceding year, the examinations of that year 
having been more particularly directed to a district of country lying 
east from it 

Several geological sections have been completed across this intri- 
cate region, and notwithstanding the many obstacles imposed by the 
mountainous and wild character of the country, the surveys of this 
district have been completed with as much minuteness as an adhe-* 
rence to the original plan of the survey would permit. In addition 
to the several geological sections completed, all the rivers entering 
lake Superior between and including the two streams mentioned, 
have been carefully examined to their very sources, and the Porcu- 
pine mountains have been traced out through almost their entire 
range. 

These surveys of the westerly part of the upper peninsula have 
added much valuable information to that before collected respecting 
the geology and topography of that interesting portion of our state, 
and have served to add confidence to our previously expressed opin^ 
ion respecting its value for its minerals and for agricultural purposes* 
The general geological and mineralogical character of this country 
was so fully given in a previous report, that it is not conceived to be 
necessary, at this time, to make further allusion to it, except to add 
that the copper ores associated with the altered conguomcrute and 
sandstone rocks, in this portion of the range have been found to be 
more extensive than was originally supposed. In character these 
ores closely resemble those heretofore described as existing in the 
Keweena point range ; but associated with these ores, or in the rocks 
of the immediate vicinity, several minerals have been found in abun- 
dance, which have been comparatively rarely noticed in other por- 
tk)ns of the range. Among these are prehnite, stellite, lomonite, 
heulandite, harmotome, d^c, the first mentioned having been noticed 
in veins varying from 16 to 18 inches in thickness. 

The southerly range of mountains traversing the upper peninsula, 
and which in a previous report has been referred to, as commencing 
at a point a little north-westerly from the mouth of Chocolate river 
of lake Superior, has been found to be continued in a south-westerly 
direction, with a gradually diminished altitude across the Monominee 
river of Green Bay, into the territory of Wisconsin. This chain of 
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tnountnUis tlirough a poriion efii^ course linn s direction naarlypnr- 
ollel lo ihiil of Green Bay. and frequptilly npfiroaclieta to wiihJn 26 
or 30 miles «f Uic comI of that bay. Il will bo recollected ihal the 
nortlierly poflbn of tliis moimluin range wAitoKribodiisbetDgconi- 
poaeJ of siooiiic and gnec&^oid grouiles, Hanked on the south by mica, 
lalcose and cblorilic slnies and quoriz rock, the separate oienibers of 
the group being frequently iraverstd by dykes of trap, and willi oc- 
casional knobly liills of th« latter ronk. Presijue Isle of lake Supe- 
r^i made up of trap and altered eaadrock, in which rockj wero 
found numerous small ntmifying veins of llie sulpliurets of lead, cop- 
per and iron, was referruil to ua a portion of this mountain rnn^e. 

This soullterly cljain of mountains, wjlh its hills aad dykes of trap, 
though (he elevation in a south-westerly direction is considerably 
lessened, preserrDs very nearly similar geological chorwners lo that 
portion before described, and the rocks, in the vicinity of the trap, 
were freqiieatly J'ound to contain similar minerals lo those ob^rvcd 
in the vicinity of lake sijperior. The direction of this range is such 
as to leave no doubt but the tow knobs of syenitic granite in the vi- 
cinity of Puckoway lake of Fox river, and the more elevated knobs 
of trap and altwed rock lying a short distance lo the north, in Wis- 
consin, belong to the same system of rocks, asd since theUJly di^ 
trict of the Wisconsin river would fall within this rangs,'it may be 
fairly inferred that the disturbance of llic stratified sandstones and 
limestones of this region may have originated from the same causes 
which have produced the more elevated mountains on the south of 
loJie Superior. 

This subject possesses a high degree of interest, from the fact that 
wittiin the limits of this range would fall the lead district of Wiscoa- 
sin and Iowa, and this inference is rendered the more probable from 
the remarkable similarity in the character of the contained minerals," 
Thus far I have been unable to trace any portion of the great lime- 
stone formation of the upper peninsula, lo any near proximity to 
this range, where the same traverses that portion of Michigan, and 
thus far in tracing the range westwardly no considerable deposiles of 

• h ibouM tie recolteetal i]i*i ihe ouwr or noniiern ran(T! ormoonwln* of lake Supertor eon- 
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lead have been found until the lower rocks are covered by heavy de- 
posiles of limestone ; which would lead to the inference that these 
upper (ieposites have performed an important part in arresting and 
fixing tho minerals referred to, and which minerals may fairly be in- 
ferred to have had their origin from the lower rocks, to which refer- 
ence has been made. If the position thus assumed be tenable, we 
can scarcely look for heavy deposiles of lead within that por ion of 
the southerly range of mountains traversing the upper peninsula of 
Michigan, for the reason that the upper formations are wanting, at 
least they are so through all that portion of the district that has been 
minutely examined. 

In the surveys of the upper peninsula cast from Chocolate river, 
I have derived very great assistance from Hon. Wm, A Burt, who, 
during the last two years has been engaged in surveying the United 
States township lines, for through his kindness 1 have been enabled 
to locate and determine, much more minutely than could otherwise 
have been done, the range of the several rock formations over a very 
large district of country. 

The field wprk of the geological and topographical surveys, upon 
the plan originally contemplated, is now mainly completed, on a few 
detached portions remaining, where points have not been safficiently 
settled, and since the completion of these will not require the service 
of assisiants, the board has been so far reduced that there now re- 
mains attached to the survey only tho assistant in the topographical 
department. 

Although, as has before been stated, the amount of field work re- 
maining to be done is comparatively small, there still remains much 
to be done, in arranging the materials accumulated, for a final re- 
port upon the entire work. For the chemical analysis there was 
originally no provision made, and this duty which in the geological 
surveys of most of the states has been performed by a distinct officer, 
in this state has devolved upon the principal of tho survey. Here- 
tofore the press of business in the other departments of the survey 
has prevented a proper attention to the analytical portion of the 
work, much of which is still unfinished and will require a considera- 
ble amount of labor for iis completion. 

The drafting from field notes, returned from the geological survey 
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proper, lins projpBfce^ ns rapiJly na circitmstHJioes would permit, bwt 
«Inco in tlie to>ptigfap!iii:a! dt'|iaTliiienl there Ims been only n singlo 
assisiniU, ihe amount of limriiiig haa continued to accumulate npon 
hiK Iwnil*, acd tliero yet rPwnlns on amrtunl to ha dona which can 
ocarcdy bo acoprnpUifheil in an Wltiie year. 

The niDcl npitHcnbte tq these olijccts ia now absorbed, 9Bd then 
wHI be retjuired Tor (ho SDnipletion of the limited amount of field 

^work, drafting, analysis and contingent oxpensee, a edioII appropria- 
life. 

¥ By an ocl or the honorable legiahlore, appifaved MerchS^, 1640. 

ll^liB atnte gcologisl was directed lo " cause to be published a map of 
th« Biate, and of the eeveral counties thorein>" and the sum of two ~ 
thouuaii'l dollars was appropriated to Ihot object. Immediate sleps 
wwo taken I'or carrying out the provisiona of this net, and most of 
the separate orgnn I zed 'Counties of the state have been drawn, upon 
Osct»le of foui niijea to ilie inch, and are now ready for ihe engra- 
ver. Ol" these, six-coontirs htivp been pnf(raved, viz: Hillsdale, 
Lienaivee, Branch, Calhoun, Jackson and Washtenaw, and the mapa 
would have been thrown before the public, as fast oa^the engraving 
would permit, bad not the condition of the treasury made il impoasi- 
ble for me to ploce funds in such shape, without subiniltln^ta a rate 
of discount which would be unwarrnntablo, to enable rtfe to procure 
the materials necessary forthe publication. HaA these circumstan- 
ces not prevented, in addition to (he counties beforementioned, those 
of St- Joseph, Cass, Berrien, Monroe, Aliegan, Kalamazoo, Van 
Bttren, Oakland, Livingston, Ingham, Eaton, Barry and Shiawossee, 
would all, or nearly all, have been published before this date. 

By Ihc act authorizing the publications referred to, *' the state geo- 
logist, auditor general, and state treasurer, are authorized lo adopt 
fluch measures for Ihe sale and distribution of ibe maps as to ihern 
may seem expedient," and it is confidently believed that the sales of 
the same will speedily replace in the treasury (he amount which may 
be drawn for their publication. Under whatever circumstances this 
Bubject may be viewed, il is deeply lo be regretted that tho amount 
'appropriated for this purpose cannot be realiz^ in such a way as to 
Becure the* publication at once, for il is conceived that the best inl^ 
rests of the state call for a disseihlnatMn *( the information #luch 
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these maps contain, and that this should he done as speedily as possi- 
ble. 

No portion of the fund set apart for the puhlication- of maps has 
been drawn since the date of my last report upon this subjectt and 
there remains in the treasury, applicable to that object, the sum of 
fifteen hundred dollars. 

Under the provisions of a joint resolution, approved February 2, 
1841, 1 was instructed by the executive of the state, to act as com- 
missioner upon the part of this state, in relation to the boundary line 
between Michigan and Wisconsin, and this duty has been performed 
ao far as circumstances would permit the same to be done. The re- 
solution, which contemplated the performance of this duty by the 
state geologist, made no provision for such expenses as would be in- 
cident thereto, and, in consequence, it became necessar}', in order to 
carry the provisions of the resolution into cfiect, to divert a portion 
of the funds set apart for the geological surrey, to that purpose. In 
addition to the injustice which is thus done in charging to the account 
of the geological survey, expenditures which do not legitimately be- 
long to it, the effect has been to absorb an amount which was abso- 
lutely required for the operations of the department. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

DOUGLASS HOUGHTON, 

Slate Geologist 
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